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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Alida Zwaan
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

Evergreen Luxury Group 
Caroline Wagner
(970) 404-0220

caroline-wagner-team.com

KW Mountain Properties
Leslie Grooters

(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

RE/MAX Elevate Vail Valley
Cynthia Kruse

(970) 766-7355
www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Slifer Smith & Frampton 
John Tyler

(970) 904-0355
johntylervail.com

Slifer, Smith & Frampton
Happy Power

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

RETAIL
Remix Consignment

(970) 855-0049
www.theremix.shop

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
Castle Peak Senior Life and Rehabilitation

(970) 432-1150
CastlePeak.org

SPORTS MEDICINE
Palic Clinic

(970) 766-7100
palicclinic.com

TILE & STONE
D.S.G. Tile & Stone

(970) 688-6404

VETERINARIAN
Vail Valley Vet

(970) 376-0676

WELLNESS
Sunsational Wellness

(970) 390-7720
sunsationalwellness.com

WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
Greg Pasco

Renewal by Andersen
(303) 883-3849 (direct)

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Shadey Deals

(970) 376-2588
alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE
Blitz Boutique

(970) 476-3999
www.blitzvail.com

AESTHETICS, IV & WELLNESS
Apres IV & Aesthetics

(970) 688-5372
www.apresivaesthetics.com

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mr. Appliance of Vail, Aspen & Glenwood Springs

(970) 235-2325
MrAppliance.com

ART & DESIGN
Will Theoharides
(914) 907-8465

www.shelternart.com

AUTO REPAIR
Leadfoot Linda’s
(970) 476-1810

leadfootlindas.com

CATERING / GRAB & GO
Lauren’s Kitchen
(970) 446-6917

LaurensKitchenEdwards.com

CATERING, CHARCUTERIE, & MORE
The Grazing Fox
(970) 279-1342

thegrazingfox.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Avail Soft Tissue & Spine

(970) 328-2884
www.availsofttissue.com

CONCRETE COATINGS & REPAIRS
Lifetime Green Coatings

(720) 257-9924
www.lifetimegreencoatings.com

CUSTOM & LUXURY TRAVEL
Cruising With Style Travel

(970) 393-5765
CruisingWithStyleTravel.com

DENTAL SERVICES
Pure Dental Hygiene

(970) 445-2100
puredentalvail.com

DOG TRAINING
Curipawsity

(970) 328-2871
www.curipawsity.com

ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTRATION
Preservation Vail Family Wealth

(970) 390-8027
www.preservationvail.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Invictus Private Wealth

(720) 234-2453
invictusprivatewealth.com

FINE ART FRAMING & CUSTOM MIRRORS
Avon Frame Shoppe

(970) 845-9556
avonframeshoppe.com

HAIR & MAKEUP
Sunshine Daydream Artistry

(720) 687-8896
sunshinedaydreamartistry.live

HAIR SALON
Ooh La La Hair Salon

(970) 926-9529
www.oohlalahairsalon.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Bhava Beauty & Wellness

(970) 471-0479
bhavabeautyandwellness.com

HVAC / RADIANT HEAT / BOILERS
Plumbing Systems, Inc.

(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

INSURANCE
Arrow Insurance Management

(970) 668-3500
arrowinsurance.net

Farmers Insurance
(970) 845-8910

agents.farmers.com/lfroman

INTERIOR DESIGN
LA Studio & Co.
(970) 390-9182

www.lastudioco.com

INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Edward Jones Investments

Jeremy Lepore
(970) 376-7590 (cell)

(970) 926-1728 (office)
EdwardJones.com/Jeremy-Lepore

LASER, BODY CONTOURING & SKIN CARE
Alpine Laser Clinic

(970) 471-9638
www.alpinelasereagle.com

LEGAL SERVICES
Paul A. Linton, Attorney at Law

(720) 270-9069

PASTRY SHOP & MORE
Sweet Mustache
(970) 432-1522

PERSONAL ORGANIZATION
Vail Valley Organizer

(970) 390-9278
vailvalleyorganizer.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Jeffrey Hulse Photography

(970) 343-0997
www.jeffreyhulse.com

Olga Barron Photography
(970) 445-0750

OlgaBarronPhotography.com

PLUMBING / HVAC / SOLAR
American Plumbing, Heating & Solar

(970) 748-8667
www.aphsolar.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/DRAIN CLEANING
Plumbing Systems, Inc.

(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS, LEISURE AND FITNESS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa

(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

SCHEDULE YOUR COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION TODAY.
Contact Sydney Levy at 
Sydney.Levy@InvictusPW.com or 720-734-2454
Invictus Private Wealth is a registered investment adviser. Advisory services are only offered to clients or prospective clients where Invictus Private Wealth and its representatives 
are properly licensed or exempt from licensure. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing involves risk and possible loss of principal capital. No advice may
be rendered by Invictus Private Wealth unless a client service agreement is in place.

Invictus Private Wealth:
Navigating Your Financial Future With 
Precision & Expertise
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MCPSVAIL.COM       Vail and Frisco     970.438.2388

Spas • Pools • Grills • Fitness • Saunas • Design & Build

THE MOST EXPERIENCED SPA & POOL SERVICE DEPARTMENT!

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Start Your Spring Fling the Right Way: 

Soak, Relax, Repeat!

970-476-2451
970-476-8065
970-569-7520
844-493-8258

970-926-2611

970-328-8604
970-328-2680
970-328-3647
970-328-8640
970-328-8640
970-328-8710
970-328-3510
970-328-8600
970-328-8500
970-328-8715

970-328-2930
970-328-2960
970-926-0656
970-328-2970
970-328-2940
970-328-2980
970-328-2852
970-926-8980
970-569-3327 
970-926-3015
970-476-3850
970-328-2830

888-890-5554
970-949-5892
970-476-7480
888-824-4010
855-707-4993
970-476-3511

MEDICAL
Vail Health
Emergency
Edwards Medical Campus
Eagle Valley Behavioral Health

SINGLETREE
Management Office

EAGLE COUNTY
Administration
Airport Administration
Animal Services and Shelter
Assessor
Bus Schedules
Clerk and Recorder
Finance
General Information
Motor Vehicles
Voter Information

SCHOOLS
Battle Mountain High School
Berry Creek Middle School
Eagle County Charter Academy
Edwards Elementary School
Homestake Peak School
June Creek Elementary School
Red Canyon High School
St. Clare of Assisi School
Stone Creek Charter School 
Vail Christian Academy
Vail Mountain School
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy

UTILITIES 
Black Hills Energy
Holy Cross Energy 
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District
Comcast Service Center
CenturyLink
Vail Honeywagon

Holly Proctor | 303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2co.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@olgabarronphotography.com
Jeff Hulse | 970-343-0997
jeff@jeffreyhulse.com

Rachel Ness | 612-730-9947
strollsingletree@theadjunkies.com

Emily Challis | 970-343-2871
emily.challis@n2co.com

The Residents of Singletree

AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHERS

AD STRATEGIST            

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER  

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

I M P O R TA N T 
I N FO R M AT I O N

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers 
may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

2077 N Frontage Rd. Ste 101, Vail, CO 81657
PureDentalVail.com OR CALL US AT (970) 445-2100

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Heidi Telles RDH & Kelly Carey RDH

Scheduling New Patients Now

Providing Comprehensive Dental Hygiene Care

$10,000+ IN REBATES AVAILABLE 
FOR NEW SYSTEM INSTALLS*. 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE!

www.AmericanPHA.com     970-748-8667

Experience the comfort, energy e�ciency, and personalized 
cooling that these systems provide, creating a pleasant 

indoor environment for you and your family!

*Conditions apply

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2024 The N2 Company, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Inside Singletree, is owned by 
The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, 
or homeowners association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and 
opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain 
solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained 
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.
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Jeremy.Lepore@edwardjones.com

Jeremy Lepore
56 Edwards Village Blvd.
Suite 207
Edwards, CO 81632
970-446-0992

Reach out for a consultation 

TAX TIME
 HAVE YOU MADE YOUR 2023 IRA

CONTRIBUTIONS YET? 

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Come In for Pairing Advice
Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

6 Sommeliers on Staff

10% Off Every Case of Wine

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards  |  Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com  |  970-926-8111

We pride ourselves on 
providing our customers 
with the atmosphere & 
customer service of a 

high-end boutique but with 

store prices!

Riverwalk Shopping Center  //  970-855-0049
137 MAIN ST- SUITE C102  //  EDWARDS, CO 81632
Stop in & see us anytime!  //  Mon to Sat 10AM – 6PM

Spring is here and now is the time to find that ski property
or vacation home you have been dreaming about. I can help! 

With the global reach of RE/MAX Elevate, I can assist you in buying or selling in 
Singletree, the entire Vail Valley and anywhere else in the world your adventures may 

take you. Stop by the Riverwalk office for an update on today's mountain market. 
Hope to see you soon!

FROM SKI TRAILS TO 
BACKYARD BLOOMS: 

 Dream Home 
FIND YOUR

THIS SPRING!

970-376-3673 MOBILE
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HELLO  
SINGLETREE RESIDENTS!

PUBLISHERS NOTE

YOU ARE INVITED
LA STUDIO & CO. - HOME DECOR & DESIGN

APRIL
CONTRIBUTORS
YOUR STORIES. OUR PAGES.

Your contributions are the lifeblood of this publication; the 
existence of Stroll Singletree depends on steady support from 
individuals such as yourself. We extend this call to action to all 
members of our community – whether you’re a budding writer 
or enjoying retirement – to actively participate in shaping the 
future of your neighborhood magazine. Please share your stories 
and photographs by sending them to holly.proctor@n2co.com. 
We eagerly anticipate your engagement!

DEB ROBBINS 
Content Advisor

JEFFERY HULSE 
Photographer

ALLIE DECENT
Resident Writer

LESLEY & JON BACKUS 
Meet Your Neighbors

LINDA HILL
Travel Tales

KEENA SHIKVERG 
Athlete Spotlight

CARTER PEIRCE
Athlete Spotlight

JILL FLANAGAN
Celbrating the Arts

QUIN SLAYNE 
Athlete Spotlight

SUE & PEBBLES LATHROP
Precious Pets

Ah April! That time when snow still graces the mountains 
and signs of spring are budding with flowers yet to bloom. 
This month, I am excited to share with you heartwarming 
stories of new arrivals to the neighborhood, awe-inspiring 
adventures, and the creative energy of one of our talented 
neighbors. And more!

First, we introduce you to the Backus family, who 
recently moved “back” to Singletree. Having enjoyed a brief 
stint in Colorado in 2015, the young family left the mountains 
to return to their roots in St. Louis to pursue professional 
opportunities. Last summer, Jon, Lindsey, Ami, Oli, and their 
golden retriever, Summer, returned to the valley and know 
today they are exactly where they are meant to be.

Linda Hill shares her day-by-day account of her 
expedition to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro with family 
and friends. While for most, the 8-day trek is a “once in a 

lifetime experience”, Linda and her crew would do it all over 
again to experience not only the thrill of reaching the top, but 
the Tanzanian people, guides, porters, children, and families 
who really made their adventure a special experience.

Pebbles Jemima Marie truly won the puppy lottery when 
she found her forever home here in Singletree with Sue and 
Mark Lathrop. As a rambunctious rescue from New Mexico, 
she will surely entertain you with her naughty antics.

And speaking of animals, Jill Flanagan, who you may 
know from the Sonnenalp Club, is an artist at heart. With a 
focus on abstracts, animals, and landscapes, she is a master 
at mingling colors to portray the joy of their creation.

As the season comes to a close, we check in with three 
young athletes: Quin Slayne, Keena Shikverg, and Carter 
Peirce. Here, they each share their personal triumphs on skis 
this winter - including the major accomplishment of getting 
out of bed to get to the hill!

I hope you enjoy this issue of your neighborhood 
magazine. Here’s to warmer days ahead!

Warm regards,

Holly Proctor
Publisher and Area Director
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2co.com

THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2024
GRACIOUSLY HOSTED BY ADDIE PECORD

LA STUDIO & CO.
105 EDWARDS VILLAGE BOULEVARD

SUITE C101
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mingle and be inspired by new ideas  
in a stunning showroom of furniture  

and accessories. 
Enjoy a sip & nibble in the new boutique 

while you shop!

RSVP BY FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2024, TO 
STROLLSINGLETREERSVP@GMAIL.COM 

OR 303-859-3369

Join Us For Summer Fun! 
Sign Up For The  
Stroll Singletree  

Invitation List Today
Your neighborhood magazine, Stroll Singletree, hosts a 
variety of social events for all ages throughout the year. 
If you’re interested in receiving our invitations, please 
email us at strollsingletreersvp@gmail.com to be 
added to our invitation list. 

PS If you have been receiving invitations to Stroll 
Singletree events, you’re already on the list!

Refresh & ReviveRefresh & Revive
Discover the Power of Personal Organization!

VailValleyOrganizer.com
vailvalleyorganizer@gmail.com

970.390.9278

Contact
me

today!

“ Ramona has been a great 
consultant for us.  She helps 
you identify what you really 
want, what you don’t really 
need, and how to organize 
what you choose to keep. She 
has been invaluable to us.” 
- Phil Freedman.

RAMONA RYDEN
Personal Organization

Consultant

• Finances & Tax Preparation

• Closets & Garages

• Kitchens & Pantries

• Downsizing & Relocations

• Senior Living Transitions

Your World!
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Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 BERRY CREEK ROAD AT THE COMMUNIT Y CENTER  • SingletreeToday.com

UPCOMING EVENTS 
IN SINGLETREE!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU…

UPCOMING EVENTS 
IN SINGLETREE!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU…

April 7 – The golf course is no longer available for walking or 
exercising, with or without our pets. Please remember the 
golf course is private property, which they graciously allow 
residents to use during the winter. The Sonnenalp Club staff 
is preparing the course for opening day.

April 9 – Singletree resident’s golf course clean up day! We 
got to enjoy the golf course all winter and now it is time to 
repay the kindness of the Sonnenalp Club and clean up the 
poop and trash we left behind this winter. 

April 12 – The Sonnenalp Club golf course opens for 
the 2024 season. 

May 4 – Community Pride Highway Clean Up Day! Singletree 
has adopted a one-mile section of I-70 south of Singletree 
and we need volunteers to help clean it up.

June 13 – Singletree Summer Concert with the five-piece 
Turntable Revue at the Community Center from 6 PM to 8 PM.

Unfiltered Moments. 
Unforgettable Memories.

Specializing in Lifestyle 

 970 343 0997

Jeffrey Hulse
Photography
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WELCOME NEW SPONSORS
Please join us in welcoming our newest sponsors to Stroll Singletree! Your neighborhood 

publication would not be possible without the support of our business partners. Please be 
sure to call on them when you are in need of their products or services. 

LA STUDIO & CO. 
In May of 2021, the Vail Valley gave a warm 
welcome to LA Studio & Co., a design firm 
owned by loved local, Addie Pecord. The 
opening of her company brought to life her 
dream of creating cozy spaces all over the 
valley, though she has quickly been able to 
bring her Colorado style all over the country. 
Addie’s hands-on approach has been received 
with gratitude by happy homeowners, 
builders, and vendors with whom she focuses 
on building trusting, lasting relationships.

Addie, owner, and principal designer at 
LA Studio & Co., with husband Lucas Pecord, 
purchased and transformed what was formerly 
Inside Out Home Furnishings in December of 
2023. On January 19th, they celebrated their 
grand opening as, LA Studio & Co. - Home 
Decor & Design. The new store offers a variety 

of furniture and accessories to refresh your 
home whether you just completed a remodel 
or you just need to update your existing 
space. They plan to keep new product 
arriving frequently so there is always 
something new to see.

Addie will continue dedicating her time to 
creating welcoming and inspiring homes so 
if your project calls for more involved design 
expertise one can expect to be truly taken 
care of every step of the way. The process 
begins with getting a deep understanding of 
her clients wants and needs and translating 
that into beautiful, fresh, and functional 
spaces with a focused but flexible approach.

Lucas & Addie (the “L” and “A”) hope to 
welcome you to their new space! To view 
completed projects or inquire about a design 
consultation, please visit lastudioco.com.

STORM HELP PRO 
Storm Help Pro is a locally owned and operated company 
providing residential and commercial roof replacement 
services needed due to naturally occurring weather damage - 
typically from wind, snow load, or ice damming - and usually 
covered by your insurance.

The founder of Storm Help Pro, Jeff Posey, brings 35 
years of experience in roof repair and replacement to meet 
the needs of the homeowners in Colorado. Specializing in 
the replacement of wood shake roofs, SHP offers a variety 
of solutions to best fit your home and meet the criteria set 
forth by the Singletree Design Review Committee, including 
composite shakes, slate, standing seam metal roofs, and 
architectural asphalt composition roofs, all meeting a Class 
A fire rating.

The most valuable service provided by the SHP team is 
negotiating with the insurance company on a homeowner’s 
behalf to assure a smooth claims process. Many homeowners 
are not even aware that a roof replacement will qualify 
for insurance coverage, thereby incurring tremendous 

unnecessary expense. Further, in today’s world, insurance 
companies are all too often denying renewal policies as 
a result of aged and damaged roofs. SHP encourages a 
proactive approach to installing a new roof before your 
renewal is denied. 

By working with the homeowners’ insurance 
companies, SHP saved the homeowners in Aspen Glen 
(Carbondale) over $3.8 million dollars in roof replacements 
due to weather damage. Additionally, they have recently 
saved a Singletree homeowner more than $140,000 on the 
installation of his new roof. 

Storm Help Pro will assist in filing a homeowner’s 
claim, meeting with the claims adjuster, providing code 
upgrades and options, filing permits and inspections, and 
carrying the entire process through to completion. Storm 
Help Pro is fully licensed and insured and carries an “A” 
rating with the Better Business Bureau. 

Storm Help Pro uses drones to complete a 
comprehensive roof inspection, and in addition, performs 
an interior inspection - at no cost to the homeowner. 
Contact Storm Help Pro today to schedule a free inspection 
of your roof. Call Jeff at 970-315-3448 or to learn more, 
please visit www.stormhelppro.com. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEFFREY HULSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Jon, Lesley, 
Ami, Oli, 

& Summer

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS

skiing and hiking and 
everything that the Valley 
offered, but it was these 
tiny moments that made 
everyday life that year so 
spectacular,” she said.

When Jon’s 
fellowship ended, the 
Backus family was eager 
to stay in Colorado. Jon 
joined a private practice 
on the front range, where 
the family also welcomed 
their son Oliver (Oli). 
“Lesley and I loved the 
idea of raising our kids 
in Colorado. And while 
we weren’t quite in the 

Valley, we were happy to try to stay as close as possible to a 
place that had captured our hearts,” Jon said.

However, their time on the front range was short-
lived. After living in the Denver area for a few years, Jon 
was offered an opportunity to join faculty at Washington 
University in St. Louis, thirty minutes from Jon and 
Lesley’s hometown. It was a chance for Jon to pursue his 
research interests and practice at one of the best orthopedic 
academic institutions in the country. The only problem - it 
took them far away from their love of the mountains. 

Carolina, Missouri. We thought this would be a one-year 
adventure in the mountains. But once we got here, we 
never wanted to leave.” 

The family found a year-long rental on Snaffle Rd and fell 
for Singletree and the beauty all around them. Lesley was able 
to work remotely for her job as a creative strategist, and she 
gladly traded her evening commute for wildlife sightings with 
her one-year-old daughter Amalia (Ami). “Ami and I would 
watch the deer migrate down the hill in the backyard each 
evening, backlit by cotton candy sunsets. Of course we loved 

The Backus family’s relationship 
with Vail Valley began in 2015 
when Jon, an orthopedic surgeon, 
attended a one-year foot and ankle 
fellowship at The Steadman Clinic. 
“It was an incredible year,” Jon 
said. “Not only was my mentor Dr. 
Clanton a wonderful teacher that 
helped make me a better surgeon 
in every possible way, but we also 
got to experience the magic of 
living in Colorado.”

His wife Lesley agrees. 
“Before the fellowship at 
Steadman, Jon and I had lived in 
several places together…Illinois, 
London, Washington D.C., North 
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“Leaving Colorado for St. Louis was bittersweet,” Lesley said. “On one 
hand, being close to our families was really special. On the other, every time 
I looked at the horizon, I felt my heart break a little bit.” 

The family prioritized visiting Vail Valley 2-3 times a year and held 
onto the dream of one day returning to Colorado full-time. But after 
spending a few years in St. Louis, they found themselves settling into 

life there. They had discovered 
wonderful friends and neighbors, 
and Jon was establishing himself as 
a local and national leader in the foot 
and ankle orthopedic community. 

Just as Jon and Lesley started 
to release the idea of permanently 
returning to Colorado, the 
opportunity came back to meet them. 
Jon was approached in early 2023 to 
potentially return to The Steadman 
Clinic and join Tommy Haytemek on 
the foot and ankle team. “It was the 
call of a lifetime and an honor just to 
be considered for that role,” Jon said.

“It felt surreal, especially after 
finding peace with being St. Louis,” 
Lesley said. “It was really hard to 
leave the people we love there, but 
we had to go for it. Our happiest 
family memories are in this Valley, 
and we’re thrilled to be putting down 
roots in the place we dreamt of 
raising our kids.” 

When it came to deciding where 
to live, the family considered many 
areas because Jon is practicing in 

both Vail and Frisco. But nowhere could compete 
with Singletree’s sunshine and trails. The family 
found a house on June Creek and closed in 
August 2023.

Today, Jon, Lesley, Ami, Oli and their golden 
retriever Summer are exactly where they’re 
supposed to be. Ami is in third grade at Stone 
Creek Charter School and has fully embraced 
life as a mountain kid with DEVO, mountain 
biking, hiking and gymnastics. Oli is in first 
grade and loving ski days with mom and dad, 
taekwondo and hitting the jumps on Singletree’s 
sledding hill. Jon is helping patients recover 
from foot and ankle injuries and starting new 
research projects at Steadman’s world-renowned 
orthopedics clinic. Lesley is head of strategy 
for a global PR firm and taking as many virtual 
meetings outdoors as possible. Summer is living 
her best dog life exploring the trails and meeting 
other pups in the neighborhood. But most of 
all, the family is enjoying a community that has 
welcomed them with open arms.

“We are so grateful for the friends and 
relationships that have emerged in our short 
time back,” Jon said. “We try not to take a single 
day here for granted. We know just how lucky we 
are to call it home.”

Your dealership alternative for
domestic and import vehicles.

970-476-1810
leadfootlindas.com
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NEW YEAR.
SINGLETREE SOCIAL

Hosted by Sheila and Jerry 
Katz, our January event 
embodied the theme 

“NEW YEAR. NEW YOU.” 
With a lineup of esteemed Stroll 
Singletree partners including 
Apres IV & Aesthetics, 
Bhava Beauty and Wellness, 
Palic Clinic, and Sunsational 
Wellness, the evening 
showcased the availability 
of aesthetic treatments, 
chiropractic procedures, 
cryotherapy, hair care services, 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, IV 
therapy, massage, shock wave 
treatment, and other avenues to 

optimize health and well-being. 
While being enlightened by our 
preferred providers, our guests 
also enjoyed sips and nibbles 
highlighted by an elaborate 
charcuterie board provided by 
Stroll Singletree sponsor, The 
Grazing Fox. 

Many guests departed with 
drawing winnings generously 
donated by our sponsors as 
well as a renewed spirit of 
rejuvenation and a personal 
new commitment to make 
2024 their best year yet. Many 
thanks to Sheila and Jerry for a 
lovely soiree!

NEW YOU.

Our hosts with the most: Sheila and Jerry Katz
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Grazing Boards • Meal Boards • Boxed Lunches • Gift Boxes
Freshly Made Deli Items & Artisan Colorado Products

970-279-1342 | TheGrazingFox.com | @thegrazingfox

Your local insurance agency
since 1971

Avon: 970-949-5110  |  Breckenridge: 970-453-6496  |  Frisco: 970-668-3500
PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED QUOTE

Specializing In Home, Auto & Business Insurance
RIVERWALK OPAL BLDG ON THE RIVER  |  225 MAIN STREET, SUITE G-002  |  EDWARDS, CO 81632

EXPERIENCE
 A PLAYGROUND 

FOR WELLNESS

NOW OFFERING:
CRYOTHERAPY

HYPERBARIC OXYGEN 
THERAPY

MASSAGE & HAIR CARE
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

970-390-7720 SunsationalWellness.com
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CONTRIBUTED BY LINDA HILL, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

YES! WE WOULD 
DO IT AGAIN

Linda Hill, family, and friends trek 42 
miles on the 8-day Lemosho Route to 

reach the summit at 19,341 feet

TRAVEL TALES

CONQUERING MOUNT 
KILIMANJARO...

W e live in CO and we thought 
we knew what a view was. 
Afterall, there are plenty 

of peaks to ascend and valleys to 
admire from above in this great state. 
But the moment sunrise hit the peak 
of Kilimanjaro in the early hours of 
September 17, 2023, we were given 
a whole new perspective on what it 
meant to sit high above the cloud line 
at 19,340 feet. Mt. Meru in Tanzania in 
the distance (an already very high 14.9k 
ft) seemed like a small hill. The valley 
surrounding our perch was filled with 
rolling clouds and bright orange and 
yellow streaks from the early sun. The 
top was spectacular. The 7-day journey 
getting there was even better.

WHEN TO GO 
In early 2023, after 40 years in the 
industry, I had the great fortune 
of selling my marketing agency 
(sometimes referred to as my 3rd child, 
by my 2 real children) to an incredible 
leader ready to make her own mark. 
To celebrate, my husband Bruce and 

I decided we wanted to take 
the family somewhere to make 
adventurous new memories. It 
just so happened that the trip 
would also coincide with our 
40th wedding anniversary.

The idea to summit 
Kilimanjaro came about after 
talking to a local friend, Mike 
Claymon and his girlfriend 
Linda, who had enjoyed the 
trek a couple of years before. 
He recommended the travel 
company he used so I began 
the research. His recommendation, 
Ramblin Travel, is owned by Bobby 
Fuller, an avid mountaineer who 
previously lived in the Vail Valley 
before relocating to Atlanta to be closer 
to his parents.

Bobby’s firm offers a boutique 
experience with lots of personal 
attention and care, so it was a no 
brainer to sign up with him and his 
team in Tanzania. Settling on a date 
that worked for us was almost harder 
than reaching the summit! Our group 

included my 2 adult children, one in 
Hawaii and one in NYC, plus new son-
in-law and our two close friends.

We finally agreed on September 
2023, so my son Kevin and I set 
September 7th as our departure 
date from Colorado with plans to 
meet our daughter, Kimberly and 
her husband, Luis, in Amsterdam 
on the 8th. Good friends Jim Telling 
and his son, Taylor, joined us for the 
climb and flew through Zurich on 

At the Top (L to R): Jim Telling, Kimberly 
Gillie Aguilar, Linda Hill, Taylor Telling, Bobby 
Fuller, and holding the Vail Daily, Kevin Gillie

Arusha Market full of goodies grown locally

Kevin snap chatting our 28 porters and guides on the way to Lemosho Gate

A great overview of our week-long trek starting at Lemosho Gate
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the same dates. 
We all arrived at 
the Kilimanjaro 
Airport (JRO) on 
September 9th.

After a mostly 
organized, still 
slightly chaotic, visa 
and baggage process 
(as Bobby likes to 
say, “when in Africa!” 
or WIA), we were 
greeted by Bobby and 
his transport team 
who promptly took us 
to his lead guide and 
business partner’s 
home for dinner. 
Veronika (also known 
locally as Mama 
V) has a beautiful 
farm between the 
airport and the city 
of Arusha, where we would stay the 
first night. She had prepared a typical 
Tanzanian dinner welcoming us with 
open arms. Bobby and his drivers then 
took us to the hotel in Arusha.

Arusha is a city of 600,000+ 
people at 4,800 feet. It can be one of 
the beginning points to banish the 
jet lag before heading to Kilimanjaro 
National Park. It‘s cacophony of people, 
businesses, and markets were amazing.

We spent two nights in Arusha 
before our climb began on the Lemosho 
8-day route. During our time in Arusha, 
Bobby and his local team gave us a great 
tour of the Arusha area including the 
markets – and helped us with some 
bartering. We completed a briefing on 
the Mt. Kilimanjaro trek that evening. 
For the 6 of us, we had 28 porters and 3 
guides including Veronika herself (Mama 
V), Joshua (JMan) and Samuel (Sam the 
Wise). Bobby had decided to join us for 
the entire time as well to capture video 
for his website. How could a former 
marketing executive say no to a little 
content boost for ramblintravel.com and 
their Facebook page? Our videos are 
posted if you’re interested!

ONWARD TO LEMOSHO GATE 
We were met the morning of the 11th 
at the hotel and jumped onto the vans 
that would take us to the Lemosho 
Gate (7,800 ft.) in Kilimanjaro National 

Park. At the gate, we had lunch, handed 
our overnight bags to our porters, and 
made sure our day packs had snacks, 
water and rain gear (just in case). We 
then headed through the rain forest to 
the first camp, Big Tree camp at 9,100 
feet. The porters passed us along the 
way saying “Jambo” - which means 
hello in Swahili - laughing and singing.

When we arrived at Big Tree Camp, 
our tents were already set up and the 
porters had the cooking tents, their 
porter tents, and our port-a-potty tent 
all set up. The hike was an easy journey 
through an amazing rain forest full of 
Colobus and Blue Monkeys.

One of the porters, Leonard, 
quickly became one of our favorite 
people. He is roughly 30 years old with 
a ready smile and great personality. 
He would wake us up around 6 am 
each morning with a cheerful “Good 
Morning, how did you sleep” and a 
cup of coffee or in my case tea, as we 
got ready for the day. Then he’d come 
back in 15 minutes with hot water for 
“washy washy” and tell us breakfast 
was almost ready. We’d pack up our 
gear and go to our dining tent for a hot 
breakfast to begin our day. Leonard 
also acted as our waiter for meals, 
bringing food, clearing dishes, etc. 
Breakfast was typically porridge and 
a fruit plate, followed by omelets and 
crepes! Amazing.

The selection of food prepared 
for each meal - breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner - included fresh fruits, 
vegetables, breads, meats, and more. 
Chef Dennis gladly accommodated a 
gluten free menu for our daughter, and 
even though we were covering some 
great mileage each day, I think the boys 
actually gained weight!

Our port-a-potty tent was called 
the “helicopter” and Leonard’s brother 
Sam was the “helicopter pilot” who 
always made sure it was clean and well 
stocked. This was Sam’s main duty as a 
porter, in addition to carrying gear, and 
we appreciated his smiling personality 
and willingness to teach us Swahili. 

After breakfast each day, we then 
got our day packs together to begin the 
days trek. Day 2 led us to Shira I Camp, 
approximately a 5-hour hike bringing 
us to 11,500 feet. The hike was easy 
and the hiking trail left the rain forest 
bringing us into open terrain for our first 
view of Kibo, the first volcanic cone of 
Kilimanjaro. The weather cooperated 
and the views were magnificent.

Again, our porters passed us 
carrying all the gear for camp 
that night. The team of 28 carried 
everything except our day packs 
including our tents, sleeping bags, 
food, cooking gear, chairs, and the 
port-a-potty. We welcomed them with 

Ready to hike: guides JMan, Mama V and Sam (far right)

Kibo, the 1st volcanic cone of Kilimanjaro

“Jambo” and a few stopped to chat with us and teach us 
more Swahili.

Upon arrival, we were greeted with hot tea and coffee, 
a dusting off of our boots, and more hot water to washy-
washy. Tents were all set up so that we could rest before 
dinner. However, we decided to hang with some of the 
porters and play cards, teaching them UNO, rummy and a 
few other games. Dinner again was amazing, chicken, rice, 
fresh vegetables, and a pickled cabbage salad with fresh bread 
(gluten free version for our daughter). We met with the guides 
after dinner for the next day’s briefing on what to expect.

Being a guide on Kilimanjaro is no small task. Each guide 
must go to school to be certified and most spend years prior 
on the mountain as porters and cooks, learning the routes and 
various languages they’ll need to succeed. Our guides would brief 
us each evening after dinner on what to expect the following 
day. They’d tell us how much water we needed for the day, what 
weight clothing or gear we needed to wear and carry, etc. They’d 
remind us of the 4 keys to Kili success: 1) acclimatization, 2) drink 
plenty of water, 3) PMA (positive mental attitude), and 4) pole 
pole (slowly, slowly). 

ONWARD TO SHIRA II CAMP 
On the morning of Day 3, we packed up to leave Shira I Camp 
to trek to Shira II Camp, approximately 6.5 miles arriving at an 
elevation of 12,775 feet, higher than the highest point on Vail 
Mountain! Again, the porters broke camp, put everything on their 
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heads or backs and passed us chatting 
and singing all the way. More Jambo’s 
and Mambo’s, with a few Hakuna 
Matata’s thrown in. You all may recognize 
Hakuna Matata from the Lion King - its 
origin is Swahili and it is used regularly 
meaning “no worries”. We truly had none.

We had a rainy evening at Shira II 
Camp so we passed the time getting to 
know our team. We ended up as a group 
in the porters’ tent, passing stories and 
questions back and forth. We learned 
that each person helping us reach our 
goal of the summit was on an incredible 
journey of their own. Many were learning 
English in hopes of one day becoming 
a guide, while others were using their 
earnings to get themselves through 
school in business or teaching. We ended 
the evening with a round of Swahili 
songs, it was such a special moment.

On Day 4, from Shira II camp, we 
trekked to Baranco Camp acclimatizing 
along the way as we gained 2,425 feet 
in elevation to Lava Tower (15,200 feet) 
for lunch and descended 2,100 feet to 
Baranco Camp at 13,100 feet. The trees 
and flora on this day were amazing. 
This was a long day of walking up high 
hills and then back down to camp to 

The non-traditional way to backpack

Kimberly hanging with our porters while it drizzled outside at Shira II Camp

BARAFU BASE CAMP 
Barafu (15,250 feet) is the basecamp and only 2.5 
miles from Karanga. Upon arrival on Day 6, we 
had a hot lunch with a warming selection of soups, 
chicken, and pancakes. We then got our packs 
together and rested up to get ready for the summit 
hike that would begin at midnight. We were 
briefed at 4 pm about the journey ahead and had 
an early light dinner.

THE CLIMB 
At 10 pm, we were woken up by Leonard and 
shepherded into the tent for one last backpack 
check and a round of snacks. We took off for the 
summit just after 11:30 pm with our 3 main guides 
and 3 additional summit guides. For this last major 
push, the idea is to have one guide per person 
in case anyone needs to turn around or go at a 
different pace. This was the beauty of a boutique 
agency. There were many other groups of people 
heading out from the Barafu Camp so the steep 
trail up the mountain was this beautiful show of 

Magnificent sel trees are indigenous to this area of Tanzania

Shira II Camp with Mt. Meru in the distance

Baranco wall with others on the trail

Barafu Base Camp at 15,250 feet

Sunrise as we reach the summit - with Mt. Mira and Kenya in the distance

acclimate so we were happy to have a 
beautiful distraction.

THE KISSING WALL 
Baranco Camp is right at the base of 
the famous Baranco Wall that we would 
be climbing the next day. The trek 
turned into more of a rock climbing 
expedition for a few hours on the start 
of Day 5. The kissing wall is part of 
this and appropriately named as you 
hug the sheer wall to cross the short 
distance, our guides telling us to kiss 
the wall on the way, probably so we 
didn’t look down. It was one of our 
favorite hikes as it was fun to quickly 
climb over rocks and boulders to get 
to the top. And again, the porters 
passed us singing and waving, carrying 
everything as they scrambled up 
the rocks and boulders to beat us to 
Karanga Camp.

Karanga Camp (13,250 feet) is the 
last camp before Barafu, the basecamp 
of Kili. Upon arrival at Karanga, we were 
again greeted by the porters sharing 
some Tanzanian dances and songs. 
Dinner was again fabulous; I think both 
Taylor and Kevin had 3rds that night.
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headlamps in tidy lines. It almost resembled a nighttime ski down in Vail! (but 
in this case Ski-Up!)

Pole Pole, slow, slow, and take it easy were the words of the evening. 
We did go slow and had no trouble with the climb to the summit. We hit 
the coldest temperatures between 3 am - 5 am but were layered up in ski 
gear and stopped halfway for hot ginger tea and gummy bears. 

We reached the rim of the crater around 6:30 am and the summit around 
7:30 am. Seeing the sun come up, hitting Mt. Meru, views of Kenya and 
the surrounding valleys below us was truly magnificent. The sun glistened 
off of the glaciers surrounding the very top, beautiful structures that are 
unfortunately slowly receding with time.

An unexpected and very inspirational part of this journey was meeting 
many people from all over the world at the top and all along the way - one 
Ukrainian gentleman asked us to take a picture of him at the top as he held a 
poster with his girlfriend’s name on it. She could not make the trek due to the 
conflict with Russia. Tears all around as we took the photo. 

Untitled Sunset (detail)
36 1/2” x 48 1/2”
©wptheoharides

W P Theoharides
In continued support of Castle Peak Bridge Fund, 
I will be donating 25% of the sale price of any my art work. 

For additional information or 
to schedule a studio tour, 
please call, email, or text.

914 907 8465         
wpt@shelternart.com

Celebrating one great trip with family, friends, and incredible guides at the finish

Another incredible gentleman we 
met was a British Airforce Veteran 
with a prosthetic leg doing the trek 
as a fundraiser for Veteran Groups in 
England. He had raised over $400K in 3 
years and this was the pinnacle of this 
efforts. He had heard of Cheryl Jensen’s 
Vail Veteran’s program, and of course, 
Wounded Warriors.

Then there were the mom and son, 
Line and Hugo from Denmark, who we 
met on the plane and stayed in touch with 
before and after our trek. We crisscrossed 
many times with them as they were also 
doing the 8-day Lemosho route. They both 
were warriors. They had a bout of food 
poisoning, but powered through it.

The hardest part for me was coming 
down on the loose shale after summiting. 
8+ hours up and then they tell you, you 
have to go back down! We made it in 
about 4 hours and were greeted back at 
camp with singing and dancing by all our 
porters as they welcomed each one of us 
back by name. We then rested for about 
30 minutes, had a quick lunch, and headed 
down to the lower camp, Mweka, to spend 
the night and hike out the next morning. 
The best night of sleep I bet we’ve all had 
was the night after the summit!

My husband, Bruce, decided not to 
do the trek, instead meeting us for safari 

afterwards. He arrived on 
the 18th just after we got 
back to the Arusha Hotel. 
We rested up, showered, 
and were invited back to 
Veronika’s the next day for 
a community party that 
honored all she has done for 
their community. Enjoying 
the party and meeting 50-60 
Tanzanian businesspeople, 
town council members, our 
porters, guides, and more 
was amazing. All honoring 
Mama V.

Yes, the summiting was 
fabulous, but it was the 
Tanzanian people, guides, 
porters, children and more that 
we really fell in love with. Now 
onto Safari – just joking, that is 
a story for another time...

Glaciers at the top of Kilimanjaro
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BLITZ BOUTIQUE

VAIL VILLAGE
242 E Meadow Dr, Ste B
(by the Covered Bridge)

www.blitzvail.com

(970) 476-3999
stephanie@blitzvail.com

Book a Free Consultation Today!

Unveil Your Beauty:
Radiate Elegance on Your Special Day

Bring any look
to life with art.

•  WEDDINGS

• ENGAGEMENTS

• MATERNITY

• FAMILY REUNIONS

• COMMERCIAL SHOOTS

• SPECIAL OCCASIONS

ANA DURIC
PROFESSIONAL MAKEUP AND HAIR STYLIST

Sunshinedaydreamartistry.live • 82 East Beaver Creek Boulevard | Unit 200F | Avon 

720-687-8896

Expert &
Professional

Cal l  970.688.6404 To Schedu le  a  Compl iment a r y  Consu l t

Remode l s  •  New Const ruc t ion  •  Res ident i a l  •  Commerc ia l

I N DU LGE YOU R S E LF
I N IMAGI NATION

Open the Door to Possibilities
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CONTRIBUTED BY PEBBLES AND SUE LATHROP, 
SINGLETREE PET AND RESIDENT

Pebbles Jemima Marie 
Lathrop discovers the joy 
of branches, flower pots, 

and plastic pools

How One 
Wild 

Hearted 
Rescue 

Pup Found 
Love in 

Singletree

PRECIOUS PETS

I don’t miss New Mexico - it’s really beautiful here!

Director of Neighborhood Watch

Showing my appreciation by pruning low branches off of every tree

I really am cute...

Momma should not have go into the house for those 5 minutes!

My variation of the Dragonfly pose in yoga

H i everyone! My name is Pebbles and I love to live in 
Singletree. My full name is Pebbles Jemima Marie, 
but my Momma only calls me that when I am doing 

something naughty. I came to my forever home about 2 1/2 
years ago from New Mexico. 

I am a rescue pup, but my early life wasn’t as horrible as 
some other rescues. My first owner brought me home to be 
her puppy. Then the pandemic hit, and my first owner, who 
is a medical professional, found herself working a full-time 
job plus another almost full time job. This was in a small 
town in New Mexico with very few doctors and nurses. So, 
as a result, I had to spend way too many hours in my kennel 

alone. I missed out on early socialization with other 
puppies and people, and I didn’t have a chance to 
run off my (boundless) energy. 

Thankfully my Momma and my big brother 
drove to New Mexico to bring me to my new home. 
I have a Momma named Sue, my Dad is Mark, two 
brothers who are Parker and Christian, and also a 
sister named Emma. I was so very grateful for my 
new family, and I wanted to show my appreciation. 
I tried to help in the yard by pruning low branches 

off of every tree. Those branches are quite fun to chew on and 
run around with. I also tried to sweep the back deck, but I ended 
up eating part of the broom. So I thought I would help with the 
snow shoveling. But that snow shovel was really fun to chew on 
and drag around the yard. 

I finally found a job that I am very good at, and I love. I am 
the Director of Neighborhood Watch for Singletree. If anything 
is happening in the ‘hood, I know about it! Mondays are 
particularly busy days for me. There are two different garbage 
trucks that drive through the streets, as well as two different 
recycling trucks. They are big noisy trucks, which I do not like, 
but the worst part is that the men actually TAKE things from 
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each house when they stop. It seems that I am the only 
one who seems concerned about all this theft happening 
every week! And those loud, big snowplows - don’t even 
get me started about how much they hack me off!

A year ago, my Momma brought home a rigid plastic 
kiddie pool. She thought I would like to splash around 
in it. I was afraid of the pool at first, but finally one day I 
stood in the water with my Momma. She had to go into 
the house for about five minutes, and when she came back 
out, she was upset to see that I had already chewed a hole 
in the bottom of the pool, and all the water was leaking 
out. I am pretty sure I heard my full name that day!!

What she did not understand was what a fine toy a 
kiddie pool can be! I put it in my mouth and ran as fast as 
I could around the yard. Sometimes it would flip up over 
me, and completely cover me while I was running around. 
Oh, and it was fun to chew to bits!! I did the same thing with a plastic flowerpot that I 
found in the yard. I wonder why some people buy toys for their dogs at a pet store?? 
The best toys are right there in your own backyard.

I like to practice yoga with odd poses and “sploot” (it’s a pit-bull thing). My 
Momma is trying to train me to be a Therapy Dog with Pet Partners. Hopefully I will 
pass the evaluation, and then I can go to schools to have children read to me as well 
as go to retirement homes and hospitals to visit with people. I LOVE meeting new 
people!! But I think I need to settle down a little more before I will pass my evaluation. 

So, now you know about me. If you see me walking around the neighborhood, 
please come by and ask if you can say hi. That will give me some practice at being 
calm while meeting new people.

Jan Rosenthal
Sales, Expert Installation & Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES

WE COME TO YOU!

SPRING HAS
SPRUNG!

SPRING HAS
SPRUNG!

970-376-2588 • www.alpineambiance.com

RETRACTABLE SCREEN DOORS • PATIO SCREENS

L� �e Outd�rs InL� �e Outd�rs In
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Leslie Grooters 
KW Luxury Broker, Vail 
970.376.0705 
leslieg@kw.com  
VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

Scan here
to view all
properties

If you would like an update of
what your home might be worth,
give me a call!

THE SEASONS
ARE CHANGING
IF A CHANGE IN REAL
ESTATE IS IN YOUR FUTURE,
ALLOW ME TO ASSIST YOU
THROUGH THE TRANSITION

The SPLOOT - it’s really comfortable!

Fun with flowerpots

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com
Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973

Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details
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This month, we meet three young race enthusiasts: Quin Slayne, a 
6th grader at Vail Mountain School, and two 10th graders, Keena 
Shikverg at Battle Mountain High School and Carter Peirce at Vail 
Mountain School as well. While representing different schools, they 
share a deep love for alpine ski racing… and a struggle with getting 
up in the morning to pursue their passion. But they will all agree, it’s 
ultimately worth the effort!

QUIN SLAYNE 
VAIL MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
GRADE 6 

When did you first start skiing? 
At age 3 in Vail. We came out 2 weeks a year. 

Why did you choose to pursue alpine racing? 
My mom has skied her whole life and part of the reason for us moving 
to Colorado was for me to ski and race. I just started this year at VMS 
and love it. 

CONTRIBUTED BY CARTER PEIRCE, KEENA SHIKVERG, 
AND QUIN SLAYNE, SINGLETREE RESIDENTS

Early Bird Champions 
Rise & Shine for Success

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

Who has inspired you the most? 
My mom’s passion for skiing. I am still nervous 
going around the gates, but so far, I have not fallen. 

What kind of training regimen do you follow? 
I ski 2 afternoons a week and usually take a full 
day off from school if there is a competition. 
I ran cross country in the fall to help with the 
training. I do DEVO on Saturday and ski with 
my Mom on Sunday. 

What do you find is the most difficult or 
challenging part of racing? 
I am worried about hitting the gates. Someone 
told me that it would rip my arm off, so I got a 
little scared lol.

How have you done in competition so far  
this season? 
I am slow but consistent. I show up at each 
practice, and I have gone to each race. I take a few 
seconds off my time each time. I have done Slalom 
and Giant at Cooper, Loveland, and Eldora. 

How do you feel about your results? 
I want to be faster and learn to edge more. I am 
trying to roll my toes. I’d like to be faster off the 
start. But we just moved from the East Coast and 
this is my first year.

What has been your best memory so far  
of ski racing? 
I love my coaches and riding the bus and being 
part of a team. I’m not happy about getting up at 
5 AM sometimes but there’s a lot of excitement 
once you get out on the slopes. I like being at the 
gate and waiting for the beep to go.

What do you think the rest of this season  
holds for you? 
I will be done soon with VMS but will continue 
DEVO and hopefully work with Ski 
School Vail.

What are your 
aspirations for racing 
in the future? 
Right now I would 
just like to be a solid 
ski racer and maybe 
give up a little bit 
of my fear. Who 
knows, Olympics?

KEENA SHIKVERG 
BATTLE MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADE 10 

When did you first start skiing? 
I first started skiing when I was about one and a half. My 
first time on skis was in my backyard in Singletree going 
down the very flat hill on two little sticks of skis. I slowly 
progressed to following my older sister on the magic carpet 
in Bachelor Gulch. 

Why did you choose to pursue alpine racing? 
It was the first year of the Lindsey Vonn Epic mix race series 
where I won the 6 and under age group, where I fell in love 
with ski racing. I got my winning globe signed by Lindsey 
Vonn which I still have to this day, to look up to. 

Who has inspired you the most? 
Lindsey Vonn was the person who most inspired 
me when it came to ski racing. She was the reason I 
fell in love with the sport. It was inspiring to see a 
woman like Lindsey Vonn racing against some of the 
best male ski racers in the world. She gave me the 
courage and confidence to spend the time to learn 
and get better at ski racing. 

What kind of training regimen do you follow? 
To be completely honest I don’t have much of a strict 
training regimen. Every day I get out of my last period 
at 2:54 and we are expected to get up to Beaver Creek 
Mountain to train until the lift closes. Every day I get to 
enjoy the drive up to the mountain and race against the 
clock to get changed as fast as I can. My first run starts 
around 3:30 for my two quality runs every day until 4. 
The best days are when I get changed extra fast in time 
to get some of the last delicious Beaver Creek cookies. I 
enjoy every day being allowed to ski.

What do you find is the most difficult or challenging  
part of racing? 
The most difficult part of ski racing is the early 
mornings you have to wake up for ski races. At ski 
races, you are expected to load the lift when it opens 
at 8:30 meaning that you have to wake up super early. 
This is the hardest part because I am not much of a 
morning person. 

How have you done in competition so far this season? 
This high school racing season we have had 6 races so far, 
both giant slalom and slalom. I have the goal to finish all 
races in the top 15. In the races this season, I have been 
finishing in the top 10 for every race and one of the three 
main point scorers for the women’s side of the BMHS 
alpine team. 

How do you feel about your results? 
I am very happy with my results so far as we go into the 
state championships next week. My goal for every race 
is to just finish the course and the results will follow. 

What has been your best memory so far of ski racing? 
My favorite memory from ski racing is when I got to 
participate in a dual slalom race in Steamboat. It is my 
favorite memory because it was a night race and we 
got to race under the lights. Dual racing is when you go 
head-to-head with another girl in a single elimination 
bracket. You would race side by side and it was a race 
to the finish line. It was so much fun. 

What do you think the rest of this season holds for you? 
I think the rest of the season holds good results for me 
at the state championships next week. Also, the rest of 
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the season will hold great experiences and good memories 
shared with my friends on the mountain.

What are your aspirations for racing in the future? 
My aspiration when it comes to ski racing is to enjoy all 4 
years of ski racing filled with core memories that will stay 
with me for a long time. The reason why I enjoy high school 
racing so much is because of all the memories that you can 
experience and share with others in the future. I am so lucky 
to be one of the few people who can say they got to race for 
their high school. 

CARTER PEIRCE 
VAIL MOUNTAIN SCHOOL
GRADE 10 

When did you first start skiing? 
I started skiing as soon as I could walk and I’ve always loved it. 

Why did you choose to pursue alpine racing? 
I chose alpine racing because when I was in Future Stars 
with Ski Club, I tried out racing and I’ve stuck with it. I’ve 
skied for Ski Club through middle school and now I do high 
school racing for VMS. 

What kind of training regimen do you follow? 
For training, our team goes up on the mountain every Monday 
and Thursday for about two hours and Saturday afternoons. 

What do you find is the most difficult or challenging  
part of racing? 

Waking up in the morning. But seriously, when the course 
is rutted from previous runs or you have to adapt to the 
different weather conditions, it can be tricky. 

How have you done in competition so far this season? 
I have had some great results (qualified for Slalom and GS 
for state champs) with a 4th and a 7th. 

How do you feel about your results? 
I was very happy with that, but then had some unfortunate 
runs when I did well on the 1st run but then DNF (Did Not 
Finish) on the 2nd run.

What has been your best memory so far of ski racing? 
One of my best memories is when I was sick during a race, so 
I stayed home but I went to the race the next day and raced. I 
really did well with a 4th finish.

What do you think the rest of this season holds for you? 
As I write this, the next few days are the high school champs 
which I hope to do well in.

What are your aspirations for racing in the future? 
I plan on skiing my junior and senior year in high school and 
improving over time. Maybe I will ski in college but who knows. 
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CONTRIBUTED BY JILL FLANAGAN, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

Jill Flanagan’s brushstrokes mingle 
dazzling colors to captivate vibrant 
animals, abstracts, and landscapes

A Kaleidoscope 
of Creativity 

on Canvas

CELEBRATING THE ARTS

WIDE OPEN

COLORADO SKIES

Hello! My name is Jill Flanagan. You might know me from 
working at the Sonnenalp Club, or perhaps you have seen 
me walking my giant floof, Uni around the neighborhood. I 
am also an artist and spend time in my home studio putting 
color on canvas. 

I have always drawn, much to the chagrin of my 
parents, it started on the walls. I graduated to drawing on 
their newspapers and magazines. In grade school, I had a 
watercolor painting published in our local newspaper. This 

THE POLAR BUNCH

GRRRRIZZZZ

was how it all began. I pursued 
art classes throughout school, 
mostly sticking to drawing. 
Upon graduation from high 
school, I planned on going to 
college for fashion design.

Once I was in the 
program at Colorado State 
University, I found out I would 
have to learn to sew. That did 
not seem to be my forte. So, 
I ended up going into the art 
program. I fell in love with 

painting there and that started my pursual of color. I 
enjoyed art history and two of my favorites are Matisse 
and Van Gogh. I have been fortunate to have seen many 
of their pieces in person and love looking at the magic of 
their brushstrokes. 

Growing up in Evergreen, CO gave me an appreciation for 
everything outdoors. The abounding colors you see in Colorado 
are simply endless. Luckily my parents were interested in art 

and took yearly trips to Santa Fe. I fell in love with the art of 
Veloy Vigil from those amazing art trips. Our days were spent 
traipsing through open houses and art galleries. 

I tend to paint abstracts, animals and landscapes. When 
beginning an abstract, I enjoy having the paint flow and the 
colors mingle. When painting animals, the pure 
joy of their creation keeps me fixated. I 
choose colors that feel right to me, seeing 
animals my way or how they could be. 

To see more of my work,  
please visit my website:  
jillbenson.com.

OCEAN BLUES

CURIOUS
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• Guardianships and Special Needs Trusts

• Conservatorships and Probate 

• Long-term Healthcare Planning & Insurance

• Estate Planning and Trust Administration 

• Testamentary Implementation & Preservation

• Comprehensive Family Asset Planning

• Protection of Real Estate and Personal Property

SECURING YOUR FAMILY‘S FUTURE

Ruth O. Borne, Attorney at Law
27 Main St Unit 103 | Edwards, CO 81632

970-390-8027 | ruth@preservationvail.org
www.preservationvail.com

Contact me for a complimentary consultation
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