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SPONSOR INDEX

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine
possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mr. Appliance of Vail, Aspen & Glenwood Springs
(970) 235-2325
MrAppliance.com

ART & DESIGN
shelterNart
(914) 907-8465
www.shelternart.com

AUTO REPAIR
Leadfoot Linda’s
(970) 476-1810
leadfootlindas.com

CATERING / GRAB & GO
Lauren’s Kitchen
(970) 446-6917

LaurensKitchenEdwards.com

CATERING, CHARCUTERIE, & MORE
The Grazing Fox
(970) 279-1342
thegrazingfox.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Avail Soft Tissue & Spine
(970) 328-2884
www.availsofttissue.com

CUSTOM & LUXURY TRAVEL
Cruising With Style Travel
(970) 393-5765
CruisingWithStyleTravel.com

DENTAL SERVICES
Pure Dental Hygiene
(970) 445-2100
puredentalvail.com

DINING & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Edwards Plaza LLC
(970) 471-8244
edwardsplaza.com

DOG TRAINING
Curipawsity
(970) 328-2871
www.curipawsity.com

DOG TRAINING & BOARDING

Waggin’ Tails Dog Obedience LLC
(970) 331-7570

November 2023

DOG WALKING
Golden Tails Dog Walking
(786) 537-5869
www.goldentailsdogwalking.com

E-BIKES
Wildsyde Electric Bicycles
(970) 390-9549
wildsyde.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Invictus Private Wealth
(720) 234-2453
invictusprivatewealth.com

FINE ART FRAMING & CUSTOM MIRRORS
Avon Frame Shoppe
(970) 845-9556
avonframeshoppe.com

HAIR & MAKEUP
Sunshine Daydream Artistry
(720) 687-8896
sunshinedaydreamartistry.live

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Bhava Beauty & Wellness
(970) 471-0479
bhavabeautyandwellness.com

HOT TUB SERVICE & REPAIR
The Hot Tub Guy
(970) 331-3822
thehottubguy.net

HVAC / RADIANT HEAT / BOILERS
Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

INSURANCE
Arrow Insurance Management
(970) 668-3500
arrowinsurance.net

Farmers Insurance
(970) 845-8910
agents.farmers.com/Ifroman

INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Edward Jones Investments
Jeremy Lepore
(970) 376-7590 (cell)
(970) 926-1728 (office)
EdwardJones.com/Jeremy-Lepore

LASER, BODY CONTOURING & SKIN CARE
Alpine Laser Clinic
(970) 471-9638
www.alpinelasereagle.com

LEGAL SERVICES
Paul A. Linton, Attorney at Law
(720) 270-9069

PASTRY SHOP & MORE
Sweet Mustache
(970) 432-1522

PERSONAL ORGANIZATION
Vail Valley Organizer
(970) 390-9278
vailvalleyorganizer.com

PET FOOD, SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
Mountain K-9
(970) 777-0065
www.mtnk-9.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Family Heirloom Photography
(970) 445-0750
FamilyHeirloomPhotography.com

Jeffrey Hulse Photography
(970) 343-0997
www.jeffreyhulse.com

PLUMBING / HVAC / SOLAR
American Plumbing, Heating & Solar
(970) 748-8667
www.aphsolar.com

POOLS & SPAS, LEISURE AND FITNESS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa
(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

POWER, PRESSURE & SOFT WASHING
Waugh & Sons LLC
(970) 343-4993
waughandsons.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property Owners’ Association
(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Alida Zwaan
(970) 471-0291
www.VailRealEstateColo.com

Evergreen Luxury Group
Caroline Wagner
(970) 404-0220

caroline-wagner-team.com

KW Mountain Properties
Leslie Grooters
(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

RE/MAX Elevate Vail Valley
Cynthia Kruse
(970) 766-7355
www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Slifer Smith & Frampton
John Tyler
(970) 904-0355
johntylervail.com

Slifer, Smith & Frampton
Happy Power
(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises
(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353
www.sweepingchangevail.com

RETAIL
Remix Consignment
(970) 855-0049
www.theremix.shop

SPORTS MEDICINE
Palic Clinic
(970) 766-7100
palicclinic.com

TILE & STONE
D.S.G. Tile & Stone
(970) 688-6404

VETERINARIAN
Vail Valley Vet
(970) 376-0676

WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
Renewal by Andersen
Greg Pasco
(303) 883-3849 (direct)

WINDOW REPAIR / GLASS, MIRRORS & SHOWERS
The Glass Guru
(970) 366-4576
www.theglassguru.com/glenwoodsprings/

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Shadey Deals
(970) 376-2588
alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits
(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE
Blitz Boutique
(970) 476-3999
www.blitzvail.com

Is your Financial Future on track?

The Invictus Private \Weelthstediilis here to guiice you in achieving your goals

L

To learn more or to schedule a financial review, please visit www.invictuspw.com
or contact Sydney Levy at Sydney.levy@invictuspw.com or 720-734-2454.

ffered to clients o
future re
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HELLO
SINGLETREE
RESIDENTS!

elcome to the November
issue of your neighborhood
magazine, a collection of

stories that touch the heart, inspire
adventure, and honor the veterans who
have proudly served our country.

In the spirit of innocence, we meet
Noah Estrada, a bright-eyed 8-year-

NOVEMBER
CONTRIBUTORS

JEFFERY HULSE
Photographer

PUBLISHERS NOTE

old, and his 4-year-old sister, Isabella.
Their world revolves around Greek
history, Harry Potter, trampolines,
and flying unicorns, reminding us of
the simple joys of life as seen through
the eyes of youth. Sadly, life’s tapestry
is woven with both joy and sorrow,
and we bid a heartfelt farewell to Ivy,
a loyal companion who brought love
and loyalty to the home of Holly and
Kevin Kenney for 15 years. She is
deeply missed.

We next transition to the open
road as we follow the tracks of a
group of 20 adventurers pedaling
through the picturesque landscapes
of Slovenia and Croatia. Their
Backroads bicycle tour - a first for
some and last for no one - is not just
a journey of physical endurance,
but a celebration of camaraderie
amongst family and friends as well
as a meaningful occasion to honor
Brandon Merritt, who passed away
at 22 from the debilitating effects of
neurofibromatosis.

On Veterans Day, November 11,
we have the opportunity to recognize

<

DEB ROBBINS TIM SWIFT ISABELLA & NOAH JOHN KRUEGER

Content Advisor Resident Writer

HOLLY & KEVIN KENNEY SHANNON & JAY KIZER VERONICA ROSS

Precious Pets

8 November 2023

Travel Tales Passions and Pursuits

those veterans who have proudly
served our country on Veterans Day.
It is our honor to pay tribute

to John Krueger, Battle Mountain
High School graduate and
distinguished Naval veteran, and
Mike Ross, proud Army veteran
carrying on the multi-generational
military tradition in the Ross family.
And from a different perspective,
we honor our military through the
unique world of genealogy, where
Veronica Ross happens upon a Purple
Heart in Leadville and reunites a
precious piece of history with its
rightful owner.

May this November be filled with
warmth, reflection, and gratitude for
the connections that make life truly
extraordinary. Wishing you a Happy
Thanksgiving filled with joy!

‘Warm regards,

Publisher
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2co.com

Your personal Singletree publication is BY YOU
and FOR YOU. It is not possible without YOUR
stories and photos! Email holly.proctor@n2co.
com to contribute to an upcoming issue of your
neighborhood magazine.

ESTRADA Veterans Day Tribute
Kids’ Corner

DEBRA SWAIN MIKE ROSS
Athlete Spotlight Veterans Day Tribute

In partnership with Castle Peaks Senior
Life, local painter Will Theoharides will
donate 25% of the purchase price of all
artwork sold to the Castle Peak’s Bridge
Fund, to raise awareness and funds to
support seniors in the Vail Valley.

What is the Bridge Fund?

Castle Peak believes high quality senior care should be available to
all older adults in need of long-term skilled nursing care, regardless
of a person’s financial capacity. On average, two thirds of the
long-term care residents of Castle Peak outlive their financial
resources and utilize Medicaid for payment, but Medicaid does not
cover the entire cost of providing care in the region. The Bridge
Fund helps bridge the gap for these residents, allowing them to
continue to receive the care and services they need to age well in
the valley. With community support, we can ensure these essential
services continue to be available to everyone in need.

For additional information or to schedule a studio tour
please call, email, or text.

914 907 8465

wpt@shelternart.com

In collaboration with the Vail Valley Art Guild, the artists of
Singletree will be displaying and offering their art for sale and
generously donating 25% of the sale pr. ds to Castle Peak’s
Bridge Fund. Celebrate the season and'a good cause with your
friends and neighbors!

Join the artists of Singletree for a festive evening of art and wine!

Save the date -%
December 12, 2023 e
Singletree Community Center

X - "
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Changing Aspens
36"x 47"
©wptheoharides



Radiate Elegance on Your Special Day

Bring any look to life with art.

WEDDINGS | ENGAGEMENTS | MATERNITY
FAMILY REUNIONS | COMMERCIAL SHOOTS | SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Experience photographic perfection all-day.

ANA DURIC
PROFESSIONAL MAKEUP
AND HAIR STYLIST

Book a Free Consultation Today!

720-687-8896

sunshinedaydreamartistry.live
LU A T B 82 East Beaver Creek Boulevard | Unit 200F | Avon

AN\rbag

Fall is a beautiful reminder that ski season is on
its way. Now is the time to find that ski
property or vacation home you have been
dreaming about - | can help!

With the global reach of RE/MAX Elevate, | can
assist you in buying or selling in Singletree, the
entire Vail Valley and anywhere else in the
world your adventures may take you. Stop by
the Riverwalk office for an update on today’s
mountain market. Hope to see you soon!

CYNTHIA KRUSE

BROKER ASSOCIATE

280 MAIN STREET, SUITE C-102
EDWARDS, CO 81632

REALESTATEVAILVALLEY.COM

MARKETING
ELEVATED TECHNOLOGY
D RESULTS

Remodels * New Construction ® Residential ® Commercial

Call 970.688.640“I To Schedule a Complimentary Consult ,

7 4
DONT Call This Number . £
970-328-2884

unless you want your
pain fo go away.

AVAIL

Non-Surgical Solutions for Chronic Pain
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WELCOME NEW
SPONSORS

Please join us in welcoming our newest sponsors to Stroll Singletree! Your neighborhood
publication would not be possible without the support of our business partners. Please be
sure to call on them when you are in need of their products or services.

CURIPAWSITY
Hello Singletree! My name is Emily
and I'm your dog’s new best friend!
Sometimes referred to as the “Treat
Lady”, I am a local dog trainer offering
in-home
dog training

'E. services to
you and your
's?‘)‘}_ pup! Ranging

‘% from puppy

and adolescent

training to fear

and reactivity

training (some
of our dogs

have big emotions), I'm here to help your family experience
the joys of dog guardianship.

Like many of us, I landed in Eagle County ready to
enjoy as many powder days as possible and in between
powder days, I discovered the magic that is summer in the
mountains! I've called the Valley home since 2009 and
I spend as much time outside as possible enjoying this
beautiful playground where we live. One of my favorite ways
to enjoy our collective backyard is with my dog, Dozo, by
my side. If you have a dog, you may feel the same! My goal
is to help you build your relationship with your dog so that
we can all safely enjoy our lives here together. All dogs are
good dogs, some just need a little support. I look forward to
meeting you and your pups!

To learn more, please visit curipawsity.com or contact
Emily at 970-343-2871.

&

Vail Valley Organizer

3 L '.
.L:rrrrr""“

VAIL VALLEY ORGANIZER

Hi! My name is Ramona Ryden. My business is Vail Valley
Organizer and I would love to help you simplify your life
with my unique organization skills. My parents always
said I came out of the womb and organized my own
nursery. I truly care about making your life easier and
learning your story - needs, wants, and goals - which will
lead to the best results for you. Being honest, connecting,
and helping people is my passion when I’'m not skiing,
biking, strength training, swimming, listening to hard
rock music, travelling, and being entertained with all that
our beautiful valley has to offer. Being detailed means
dedicating large amounts of care and consideration to the

12 November 2023

task at hand; I will even read every word of a document
that you don’t want to read.

I was born in Greeley, Colorado, and spent many of
my childhood weekends traversing Vail Mountain. I am
fortunate enough to live and work in my happy place. I have
a Management degree and International Business certificate
from Portland State University, I am a certified paralegal,

I have worked in IT, accounting/finance, HR, and even
welcomed Denver Broncos Skybox fans as a lead hostess.

I had the pleasure of managing my Mom’s estate after
my Dad passed away. She was overwhelmed and full of
grief. She needed someone whom she trusted to pay bills,
complete tax preparation, handle personal property, and
de-clutter spaces so she could downsize her world. I also
found myself advocating on her behalf as she transitioned
into senior living and interpreting her long-term care
insurance. She had the best credit score of her life while
I was managing her finances! I have the wherewithal
and communication skills to maneuver through complex
entities when it comes to organizing someone’s life. I
enjoyed our final years together and the work was so
fulfilling that I chose to make organizing my career.

For additional information, please visit
VailValleyOrganizer.com or contact Ramona at 970-390-
9278 or VailValleyOrganizer@gmail.com.

JEFFREY HULSE
PHOTOGRAPHY

“My name is Jeff Hulse and

I am a family and portrait
photographer in the Vail Valley.
I specialize in a variety of
lighting techniques that cater
to my clients’ needs. I believe
there is no right or wrong way
to shoot as a photographer. I
believe that to find yourself

as a photographer, one should

master every discipline of
photography, as I have done for

the past 18 years. I truly enjoy the science of light, innovating
catch phases, and sharing my talent with people.”

As an avid skier and cyclist, Jeff’s love of the outdoors
led him to Vail in 2002 from Rochester, NY. He took a
position as a bellman at the Sonnenalp Hotel, where he
had the good fortune to meet Todd Winslow Peirce, local
professional landscape and conservation photographer. Jeff
was inspired and guided by Todd’s work, and soon took what
he had learned to pursue his own career in photography.
Today, Jeff specializes in portrait photography, including
individuals, couples, families, and meaningful events.

To learn more, please visit jeffreyhulsephotography.
com or contact Jeff at jeff@jeffreyhulsephotography.com
or 970-343-0997.

What business do you know that would benefit from reaching their ideal clients in Singletree?
If you have worked with a professional and reliable business that you would recommend to your
Singletree neighbors, please email your referrals to holly.proctor@n2co.com. We would love to
introduce your favorite businesses to other residents in your community!

" TICKETS ON SALE

; . A mne 4
VAIL PERFORMING ARV

ficke I%&'deg

A fantasy show of pop, show tunes & cinematic soundtracks e s

AT BATTLE MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL | SAT, NOV 18 & SUN, NOV 19 AT. 6:30PM

TICKETS $15 CASH OR CHECK | $18 CREDIT , - - &
TO ORDER VISIT VPAA.ORG OR EMAIL ANNAH@VPAA.ORG | SIGN UP FOR SPRING! VISIT SITE FOR INFQ
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sabella
strada

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEFFREY HULSE PHOTOGRAPHY

KIDS” CORNER

14 November 2023

oah and Isabella Estrada live on Singletree

Road with their parents, Isabella and Daniel.

Noah will be 8 years old on November 6 and
is in the second grade at St. Clare. Isabella is 4 years old and
she attends the Edwards Early Learning Center. We start
with big brother before getting to know Isabella.

‘What is the best thing about 2nd grade? History! Because
the Greeks thought there were many gods and their town
was named something like Athena. It was made up by the
gods and they made a Parthenon for Athena and there was
no marble in the city so they went to a very far place to get
marble. In total, all the marble they used was like 13,000
pieces. And we have little chunks of marble and we are
building a Parthenon - like a little one with little cubes of
marble. And I like P.E. and the Turtle Game.

What do you like to do when you are not in school? Um...
make my friends come over. I have one friend who always
comes over. He is in 3rd grade and his name is Joseph. He
always comes over and we always go on the trampoline and
we practice flips. We are trying to learn to do backflips but
it’s a little complicated. And we build a fort on that chair.
‘We put a blanket over it and put a pillow here for the door.
Then we get some money and put some stuffies in it and we
pretend we sell them.

Do you ski? Yes. I ski very well. You know blue and green? I
can go up to the single Diamond. I ski at Beaver Creek. I like

Jackrabbit Alley in the trees, I like Gunders and it’s like this
steep [with a show of steep with his hand].

Do you swim? Yes. I am on the swim team. I like rotary
breathing. It’s like freestyle. I am Level 5. [And here

we have a demonstration for each level - 1 thru 5 - of
freestyle swim strokes].

I hear you might be a Harry Potter fan. I know all the
theme songs, like my friend and I watch mostly the movies.
I read the first book. My favorite movies are # 4, #3, and #2.
#4 because he’s underwater and it’s pretty cool and there’s
like a final battle and he goes against other wizards from
different schools. And #2 because there is a chamber that

Stroll Singletree




has been opened by another person and Harry battles a giant
snake and it’s so big, and he also has to follow a lot of spiders
and there was a giant spider from here to here [as he runs
from one side to the other of the living room].

‘What is your favorite vacation ever? Dallas. Because we
get to go see our grandparents. And our uncle and aunt also
live in Dallas and they are members of a club and we get to
go there. There is a splash court and little pools and there is
a diving board and I got to do a front flip off it!

If you could be an animal in the jungle, what would you
be? A gorilla. I really like the silverbacks. I don’t know. I just
really like them.

What do you want to be when you grow up? A pilot.
Because one time when we were going to Dallas, I went
up to the front where the pilots are and I saw all these
buttons and I thought it was so cool. And there is a handle
and the pilot told me when you push it forward you go
faster and when you pull it you go slower. He kind of
tricked me and he told me the plane was automatic and

I said “whoa” and he said he was kidding. The pilot gave
me the microphone and I got to say “All aboard” and then
“Hello everyone, my name is Noah”.

Where would you like to fly as a pilot? I want to go to
San Diego. There are really nice beaches. And I want to go
to Florida because I have been there. We went to Grayton

16 November 2023

i

Beach and the water was so clear. We saw lots of fish and
I tried to catch one but they were so fast. And I want to
check out different countries. Like Asia has kind of a cool
name for me.

What is your favorite song? Where Is My Mind? The Pixies
sing it. And I am working on the piano. I take lessons. I
learned how to play Moonlight Sonata, Where is My Mind?,
and I know the first part of Symphony 5. On the very last day
of piano, we did a recital on stage and I was so nervous. I
played the Sea Story.

Anything else you would like to share? They take me out
of my class because I am the smartest one. They take me to a
special secret class to test me. In kindergarten, I was in 3rd
grade level. In 1st grade, I was in 4th grade level. And now I
am in 2nd grade, I am in 5th grade level. All of my class are
still in the 2nd grade level.

What piece of advice would you give to adults,
what would it be? If you put your mind to it, you can
accomplish anything.

ENTER ISABELLA WHO IS READY
TO CHAT!

What is your favorite thing to do when you
go to school? Be in the park. I like the swings.

What do you like to learn in class? Art.

I like crafts. [And Mom pipes in: Painting.
Drawing. Mixing colors.]

What is your favorite color? Pink.

What do you like to do when you are not

at school? I like to see TV. I like to watch
Charlie Brown. And Snoopy.

Do you like music? I like to dance.

Do you go to gymnastics? I like to be on the trampoline -
learning how to do flips.

What is your favorite animal? A unicorn flies.

What is your favorite stuffie? A bear. It’s named Rainbow.
What is your favorite dessert? Cake. Chocolate cake.
What is your favorite food? Lasagna.

What do you like to make in the kitchen? Salad. I put in
some broccoli. And carrots. And cheese. And leaves (she

means spinach)!

Do you have a favorite game? My favorite game is sitin a
car and go fly.

And a few final words from Mom: Isabella is a dancer and

she is very artistic. She is very athletic and she does flips on
the trampoline and rides the bike.

Stroll Singletree
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VETERANS DAY TRIBUTE

HONORING HOMETOWN HERO,
JOHN KRUEGER, ON VETERANS DAY

Battle Mountain High School graduate and distinguished
Naval veteran John Krueger flew 33 combat missions in
support of Operation Desert Storm

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN KRUEGER, SINGLETREE RESIDENT
ARTICLE WRITTEN BY TIM SWIFT, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

iven the rather transient nature
of our community and the
number of part-time residents
that all help to contribute to the
varied character that is Singletree,
it is not often that we get a chance
to meet a resident who not only
lives here full-time, but holds the
distinction of being born and raised in
the Valley. It was, therefore, a unique
opportunity to interview Singletree
resident, Battle Mountain High
School graduate, and distinguished
Naval veteran John Krueger.

John’s interest in the Naval
service actually began before he
graduated from Battle Mountain,
as he had received a congressional

18 November 2023

appointment to the Naval Academy
in Annapolis, MD following his older
brother Berne’s lead. Things got a
bit sticky, however, as a result of his
pre-admission physical exam being
administratively misplaced.

But John being John, that little
wrinkle did not deter him from
fulfilling his commitment to serve. He
began his post-high school education
at the Naval Academy prep school,
and from there he transferred to the
University of Colorado in their Naval
ROTC program. As great as CU was
for John, he had always harbored a
desire to attend Notre Dame, and he
made that happen when he transferred
there and took his ROTC scholarship

uss
Independence
Cruise Book
Photo - 1991

with him. He thrived at Notre Dame
and graduated in 1987 with an
engineering degree and a commission
in the Navy with the rank of Ensign,
and the promise of attending flight
school in Pensacola, FL.

From South Bend, but before
flight school, the Navy sent him to
serve in the Pentagon in the Office of
Navy Information. In August of 1987,
his dream of attending flight school
became a reality when he was finally
sent to Pensacola, FL. It was there that
the doctors discovered that the vision
in his right eye was 20-25! Not terrible,
but off just enough to disqualify him
from becoming a pilot!

Although John had less than
20-20 vision in his right eye, which
did disqualify him from Navy Pilot
training, it did not disqualify him from
Navy Flight Officer training. What’s
the difference, you might wonder? For
that answer, I’ll point to that classic
80’s film, 7op Gun. You, of course,
remember Maverick and Goose. Well,
Maverick was the Naval Aviator and
sat in the front seat. Goose was the
Naval Flight Officer and sat in the rear.
The basic difference was that Maverick

qualified to fly the F-14, and Goose
qualified to do everything in the F-14
short of actually taking over the stick
and rudder. Got it? Ok, let’s move on.

John excelled at flight school
graduating 4th in his class of 30, but
despite his distinguished record, he
did not get his first choice of aircraft.
Instead, the Navy said they needed
him more as a flight officer on the
E2C Hawkeye. What exactly is the
E2C Hawkeye, you ask? Well, the
Hawkeye is an incredibly sophisticated
twin turbo-prop engine carrier-based
aircraft that has the vital role of taking
off first during any carrier operation
and circling above the fray using its
powerful technical payload to control
the operations of the aircraft, the
carrier, and the entire carrier task
force. This was John’s job and it was
not a small task.

After graduating as a Naval Flight
Officer in January 1990, he was
assigned to the USS Midway, CV 41,
and stationed in Japan. That was just
before the start of the first Gulf War,
Desert Storm. In the fall of 1990, his
task force sailed to the North Arabian
Sea. When the war began, so did
John’s wartime service. During that
conflict, John was nominated for the
Strike/Flight Air Medal and flew 33
total combat missions in support of
Operation Desert Storm. His task
force remained in the Arabian Sea for

Naval Flight Officer Warfare Designation
Ceremony with Krueger family - June 1989

John with Claire and Davis

the duration of that conflict. When
the first Gulf War ended, the Midway
carrier group headed south to
participate with the Australian Navy
in celebrating the 50th anniversary
of the Battle of the Coral Sea. That
epic WWII battle was a pivotal naval
engagement that changed the balance
of power in favor of the Allies in
the South Pacific and dramatically
contributed to shortening the war.
After his service on the USS
Midway, John and the entire ship’s
company and air wing transferred
to the USS Independence, CV 62.

Fortunately, the transfer occurred in
Hawaii. It was with that carrier group
that he headed back to the Gulf

until 1992.

It was in 1992 that John returned
to terra firma and became an
Assistant Professor of Naval Science
in the Naval ROTC unit at Prairie
View A&M, a HBCU in Prairie View,
Texas. In 1993, he became the Officer
in Charge and Acting Department
Chairman of the NROTC unit and
along the way, earned a Masters in
Education from the University of St.
Thomas in Houston.
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In 1994, John’s Naval service came
to an end, and he returned to the warm
embrace of the Vail Valley where he
continued his intellectual adventures
earning an MBA from a University of
Denver program based in Avon.

Today, John owns and operates J.
Krueger and Company, a development
and general contracting firm; he has
developed properties in the Vail, Eagle
Vail, Cordillera, Eagle, Homestead,
and Singletree neighborhoods. His two
children, Claire and Davis, are each
continuing in different aspects of their
father’s footsteps. Clare graduated from the
University of Notre Dame as a mechanical
engineer in the Air Force ROTC program,
and since September has been serving as an
Air Force Engineer in England; Davis is at
CU studying mechanical engineering and is
a triathlete on the CU team.

So, John Krueger, thank you so much
for your service to your nation as well as
your community. You have every reason to
be justly proud of both.

LINDA'S

Your dealership alternative for
domestic and import vehicles.

970-476-1810

leadfootlindas.com
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bourique

VAIL VILLAGE

242 E Meadow Dr, Ste B §

(by the Covered Bridge)

www.blitzvail.com

* (970) 476-3999

stephanie@blitzvail.com
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Dietary-Restrictive Options

Storefront: M-F 11a-5:30p
Sat. 12-5p, Closed Sundays

Seasonally Closed:
Oct. 30 - Nov. 8, 2023

970-446-6917 | 275 Main St. C106, Edwards Riverwalk

Your local insurance agency
smée 1971 13 g

[T

RIEL

LEE TARTA
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""The Insurance People"

PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR PERSONALIZED QUOTE
Avon: 970-949-5110 | Breckenridge: 970-453-6496 | Frisco: 970-668-3500

Specializing In Home, Auto & Business Insurance




s : ~ PRECIOUS PETS

FAREWELLTOA
FURRY FRIEND:
REMEMBERING
IVY’S JOYFUL SPIRIT

CONTRIBUTED BY HOLLY AND KEVIN KENNEY,
SINGLETREE RESIDENTS

22 November 2023

his is Ivy, our precious little Havanese puppy

who just turned 15 in May. Ivy always led

a simple and peaceful life - no other pets,
children, or chaos! Not to say she hasn’t always
been active and fun all these years.

Her favorite walk was at Freedom Park where
she would run down the hill right into the “Big Dog”
mix. Eventually, she would end up simply observing
them play and run in and out of the water realizing
that 16 pounds was no match for the big guys!

Ivy loved doing errands with Mommy, her head
out the car window - ears and whiskers blowing in
the breeze. She loved going to the bank and walking
around Riverwalk in and out of the stores where
she knew there was always a cookie in her future!
Finally pooped, Ivy would retreat to our closet
where it was dark and quiet for her nap.

At night, Ivy loved her massages from Daddy,
lying on his chest, those beautiful dark eyes staring
into his eyes. When wanting a treat from him, she
would do what we called her “cookie dance” moving
side to side from one leg to another. So cute! During
the day she was always by Mommy’s side.

But also in May, Ivy was diagnosed with
Lymphoma. She faced this challenge bravely and
stoically all summer long but on August 30, it got
the best of her and we sent her to be with Jesus.

‘We miss her terribly. God bless our little Ivy!

The dog-friendliest
shop in the m
Vail Valley

We put our seal of approval on all of the

high-quality products we carry for your favorite four-legged friend.

2 Dog Food:
raw and kibble

& Treats:
dehydrated,
raw, and frozen

2 Goat Milk

< Bone Broth

& Toys

2 Dog-Friendly CBD

& Outdoor Gear: leashes,
harnesses, backpacks,
collars, and more

& Grooming Tools

# Shampoos nd D0
Thanksgivingd

Self dog wash and a
groomer available!

Traer Creek Plaza
101 Fawcett Rd Unit 165, Avon, CO 81620
(970) 777-0065

€ @mountaink9avon

mtnk-9.com
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Dr. Nadine Lober

ail Valley Vet
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Mobile Pet Service « Emergency Calls ¢ Private Home Euthanasia
Check Ups, Exams & Vaccines ¢ Dental Exams ¢ Blood Work
Acupuncture ¢ Laser Therapy: Arthritis, Back Pain & More

CALL ® TEXT

(970) 376-0676

THE LAW OFFICE OF
PAUL A. LINTON, Esq

Now Serving
Singletree & the
Valley !

Seeking legal
guidance?
Experience
matters.

Paul Linton brings

his 47 years of
expertise to offer solutions in:

e Wills, Advance Directives, Trusts, Powers of Attorney,
Estate Planning and Administration

e Small Business and LLC Creation and Operation
e Real Estate Purchase and Sale Transactions

e Non-Profits Organization and Operation

In-person service at competitive rates.

Contact or Schedule an Appointment Today!
(303) 298-8900 or (720) 270-9069 e ylzirg@aol.com

24 November 2023
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can be one of the _ + aff"
most meaningful 3 - h‘} T

milestones » :
in life

As you build your life
together, budgeting and
spending will be vital to
reaching your individual =
and joint financial goals.

Jeremy Lepore

New Location!

56 Edwards Village Blvd.
Suite 207

Edwards, CO 81632
970-446-0992

Working together, we'll create a complete, tailored
strategy, to help you achieve your financial goals.

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Jeremy.Lepore@edwardjones.com

JOHN TYLE

Trust someone who knows the neighborhood!
SINGLETREE HOMEOWNER PRE-WINTER CHECKLIST:

Singletree Resident
for 19 Years

»  Blow Out Sprinklers »  Put Your Snow Tires On Your Cars

»  Test Smoke and CO Detectors »  Make Sure You Have Signed Your Plowing

w  Inspect and Clean Your Dryer Vent Contract

#  Clean Gutters and Turmn On Heat Tape v Have Your Ski & Snowhaord Equipment

»  Complete Annual Service On Heating System Tuned, Waxed and Ready Co!

»  Complete Annual Inspection On All Fireplaces

= Reverse Your Ceiling Fans (Change the

direction to circulate warm air downward)

JOHN TYLER
Beokir Assoiiote Check here for the snow and Stay up to date on the latest
jtyler@slifer.net | weather repu{t | market trends in Smgfetree
970.904.0355 T i At

JohnTylerVail.com

BT | Forbes

T <N
'RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES

970-390-6155 * RustySpikeNow.com

Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973
Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details

MR.,5” APPLIANCE.

SPEEDY EXPERT SERVICE
r/

a neighborly company

@ HERE WHEN YOU NEED US
Our technicians are available
on your schedule! Call ahead
to schedule a convenient
appointment.

@ QUALITY WORK, EVERY TIME
Each Mr. Appliance technician is
courteous, respecting your home
and your family. Our attention to
detail ensures quality, safe work
every time!

UPFRONT PRICING
Before our technicians start any
work, they always explain what
they are going to do. You'll never
encounter surprise fees with
Mr. Appliance.

LG LT,

Mr. Appliance
of Vail, Aspen
& Glenwood

Avon, CO 81620 (970) 528-8769
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TRAVEL TALES

] Shannon
a1 ~and Jay at
" the walls of
. Dubrovnik

SLOVENIA

Trieabe g ',

CASTLES,COASTLINES, = ™

AND COUNTRYSIDES: s
A CYCLING EXPEDITION
THROUGH CROATIA

AND SLOVENIA

Shannon and Jay Kizer, Debbie and Ralph Merritt,
and Renee and Kerry Chelm join family and
friends on a Backroads adventure

CONTRIBUTED BY SHANNON AND JAY KIZER, SINGLETREE RESIDENTS
ARTICLE WRITTEN BY TIM SWIFT, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

26 November 2023

Lake Bled

A toast to a great day on the bikes in Radovlijica

he adventures that our Singletree
T neighbors experience seem to be as
varied as our neighbors themselves.

Our latest group of intrepid travelers are
three Singletree families: Shannon and Jay
Kizer, Debbie and Ralph Merritt, and Renee
and Kerry Chlem. The Kizers, Merritts, and
Chlems joined 10 other folks, all friends
and family, on a six-day bike adventure to
Slovenia and Croatia with the well-known
active adventure tour company, Backroads.

While they all went on the bike trip, the
Kizers were not content to just spend six days
in Slovenia and Croatia. They began their
adventure in London with a visit with their
son Jenner, his wife Lisa, and their one-year-
old grandson, James. They spent a week
with them before heading off to Croatia to
explore the beauty and history of Dubrovnik,
Split, the island of Hvar, and the spectacular
Plitvice Lakes National Park. From there, they
traveled to Ljubljana in Slovenia where they
met up with the Merritts and the Chlems and
the rest of their group to begin their biking
journey, but they didn’t bike without some
local help.

Backroads provided three outstanding

Croatian guides whose job it was to make sure

il TULIR TIME
RI@IEL/AN[D ANDP BELGIUM

P -

ol A

=
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®

25C

NEDERLAND

Sander Furvpe's Carden o Veslperhof
\/ drwn:o-taj_ e cheese and charm

o Handers fields To finne Frank,

LINDSEY
EVERHART

Vail Valley's Travel Advisor

(970) 393-5765

Travel tailored to you.
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that the routes were carefully explained each
day, the luggage was transferred from hotel
to hotel along the route as well as driving the
“Sag Wagon” in case there were any problems
with the bikes or the legs of the pedalers.
And, speaking of bikes, four of the group
opted for road bikes, and the other twelve
chose e-bikes. Jay Kizer chose a road bike and
Shannon rode an e-bike. Shannon was frank
to admit that on the often challenging terrain
of the trip, she was very happy with her
choice of conveyance.

Day One began with a 30-minute shuttle
bus trip from their hotel to their embarkation
point, the town of Kranj in Slovenia. The
route took them from Kranj through the
foothills of the Julian Alps to the town of Bled
on the shore of the glacial Lake Bled. Along
their route, they visited the classic medieval
town of Radovijica where they had lunch at a
local restaurant.

One of the most comforting aspects of any
Backroads tour is the route planning, and our
adventurous bikers’ trip was no exception.
The riders had a choice of three routes to take
from Kranj to Bled, 16 miles, 29 miles, or 35
miles - with elevation gains of from 1,400’
to 2,600’ depending on the route each biker
chose. Given those elevation gains, an e-bike
looked like a pretty good choice!

Day Two was a bit more of a challenge. It
was a loop that began and ended in Bled, but
depending on the route chosen was either 24
miles (3,700’ elevation gain), 30 miles (3,700°),
44 miles (4,700%), or the Iron Man Pokjuka
Route (no, really, that’s what it’s called), 55
miles (7,000’). The riders certainly earned
their dinner that evening at the Bled Castle
Restaurant, located in a medieval castle that
is over a thousand years old! Let’s hear it
again for e-bikes!

Days 3, 4, 5, and 6 were more of the same
- multiple mileage routes with significant
elevation changes depending on the route
each person chose, but they were by no means
the same when it came to the attractions,
views, and hotels. From Bled, the route led the
pedalers through the picture-perfect Radnova
Valley and the mountaineering town of
Mojstrana, and across the border into Croatia,
where highlights included Croatia’s truffle
capital, the striking landscape of central
Istria, and views of Lim Fjord. Vineyards,
history, culture, and terrain were all laid out
at the feet (or wheels) of the group, and the
group enjoyed savoring them all with the help
of their wonderful guides.

28 November 2023

1/ Celebrating a canoe
adventure to the castle at
Lake Bled 2 / Friends and
family in the Backroads group
3 / Debbie and Ralph Merritt
in Dvigrad, an abandoned
town in Central Istria, Croatia
4 [ Jay crossing the border
from Slovenia into Croatia

The trip ended in the town of Meneghetti
in Croatia where the travelers enjoyed a final
night dinner at the Wine Hotel & Restaurant.
But the end of the bike trip was not the end of
Shannon and Jay’s travels. From Meneghetti,
they were bussed to Trieste in Italy. From
there, they hopped on a train and headed to
Venice for a night where they celebrated their
37th wedding anniversary before jumping on a
plane for a return trip to London and another
visit with their grandson! While Shannon and
Jay’s bike trip was their first, she promised
that it would
definitely not be
their last.

Debbie and
Ralph Merritt
organized the
trip for the
group as they
had been on
many such trips
prior to this
one, but they
added some
special meaning
to the Croatia
trip. Debbie is
the Executive Director of B The Difference, a
not-for-profit organization that was founded
in 2011 by Stephanie Johnson and Jessica
Roberts to honor their brother, Brandon, who
passed away at 22 from the debilitating effects
of neurofibromatosis (“NF”). NF is a disease
that attacks the nervous system by developing
tumors on nerve endings.

One of the photos accompanying this
article is the whole group wearing green
jerseys sporting turtles emblazoned
with a large “B”. This is the logo of B the
Difference because turtles were Brandon’s
favorite animal. It is truly a touching tribute
to both Brandon and the organization that
was founded in his memory and fundraises
to support patients and their families
dealing with NF. If you have an interest in
learning more or supporting NF, please visit
www.BtheDifference.org. Your donation
will mean a lot.

5 / Wine tasting the last night at the Meneghetti Hotel and Winery
in Croatia 6 / B the Difference jerseys donned by all 7 / Shannon
and Jay celebrating their 37th Anniversary in Venice

66

Shannon
and Jay’s
bike trip
was their
first, she
promised
that it would
definitely not
be their last.”
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SIAVIEIMONENYFAND)
IMPROVEIEREICIENECY!

SAMERICAN

American Plumbing, Heating & Solar is a Mitsubishi
Diamond Contractor, offering the ultimate in home comfort

www.aphsolar.com % 970-748-8667

SoftWave

K)‘-' PURE DENTAL HYGIENE
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SCHEDULIN

Providing Comprehenswe

DENTA L Heidi Tel-lles RDH &

HYGIENE CARE Kelly Carey RDH

TO SCHEDULE AN APPT VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
PureDentalVail.com orcaLLus AT (970) 445-2100

) 2077 N Frontage Rd. Ste 101, Vail, CO 81657

TISSUE REGENERATION THERAPY )

YOUR SOLUTION TO sotae

CHRONIC PAIN

q

mention this ad for a $75 intro treatment!

palic.clinic

30 November 2023

Leslie Grooters KELLERWILLIAMS

KW Luxury Broker, Vail L/"’ %
970.376.0705 INTERNATIONAL [=]:s
leslieg@kw.com #1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE Ocanhere
VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com properties

IN THE UNITED STATES!

Take a Ride on the

WILDSYDE

"ELECTRICBIKES

iy, CO | SINCE 20118
5

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE! (970) 390-8353

info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

wildsyde.com
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PASSIONS AND PURSUITS

Tilks

UNITED STATES OFF AM ERICA
T T ALL WIHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

5 15 TO CERTIFY TIAT ’
THE PRESI ﬂE:‘:’ lﬂl" THE UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA
ATHORIZED BY ORDER HF_ e "
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON, AUGUST T, 1ITHE
HAS AWARDIED

THE PURPLE HEAR'T

WOUNIDS

TO

TECHNICAL SERGEANT ALBERT C. MCBRIDE

FOT

RECEIVED IN ACTION
1 September 1968
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASIIIENGTON

A PURPLE
HEART FINDS
ITS WAY HOME

Veronica Ross embarks on an emotional
journey to reunite a precious piece of
history with the family of
Sergeant Albert Caryl McBride,

a native of Leadville

CONTRIBUTED BY VERONICA ROSS, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

(44

Genealogy is like a
scavenger hunt and a jigsaw
puzzle all rolled into one.”
- DOLORES J.RUSH

32 November 2023
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I am writing to
introduce myself
and share a
heartwarming story
that unfolded in our
beloved Eagle Valley.
As a lifelong resident
and third-generation
Eagle Valley resident,
my roots in this
beautiful region run
deep. My connection
to this place goes
back to the days when my grandparents first set foot in the
valley, around 1936. To this day, my mother continues to call
Gilman, Colorado her birthplace and resides in Red CIiff.
Professionally, I've dedicated several decades of my life to
the Eagle County Paramedic Services, serving as their Finance
Manager. While I'd love to divulge the exact duration of my
service, I'll keep that under wraps to keep my age a secret.
Beyond my career, my most cherished and significant hobby
is genealogy. Delving into family history has been a source of
fascination and frustration alike. I've diligently researched and
had my findings certified for several family lines, uncovering
remarkable connections to historical figures include the
illustrious Charlemagne. I'm also proud to share that my

genealogical pursuits successfully led to my husband and sons
receiving certification as Sons of the American Revolution. The
inherent challenge in genealogy is what fuels my passion for
this endeavor.

Last summer a seemingly ordinary trip to Leadville with my
mother turned into an extraordinary experience. We ventured
there for lunch and a bit of treasure hunting among garage
sales and thrift stores, all in pursuit of her beloved milk glass
and Depression glass. Little did I know that fate had something
extraordinary in store for me that day.

During our visit, we had the pleasure of meeting a lifelong
Leadville resident who had amassed an impressive collection
of memorabilia unique to the area. Among her treasures were
photographs of Leadville residents from bygone eras, acquired
through the purchase of entire estates which she then sold
to collectors and enthusiasts. My interest was piqued, and I
expressed a desire to locate the descendants of the individuals
depicted in these family photos, cards, and belongings.

To my surprise, this gracious woman offered me an item
of immense value that had been collecting dust in her garage
for decades, ready to be disposed of. In my mind, this item
was a true gem, one that any family would treasure. Instead of
offering to purchase it, I made the unconventional proposal - I
offered to “take” it, with the solemn promise that I would find
the rightful family. To my astonishment, she entrusted me with
this precious cargo and requested that I inform her once I had
succeeded in reuniting it with its true owners.

‘While there was excitement beyond imagination for this
passionate genealogist, what I received that day also placed an
immense weight of responsibility and determination upon my
shoulders. It was a Purple Heart Certificate, accompanied by a

photo, paperwork, and claim forms addressed to the hero’s
mother, Frances, who resided in Leadville. The certificate
belonged to Sergeant Albert Caryl McBride, a native of
Leadville, born in 1933. He proudly served in the United States
Air Force, enlisting on November 22,1965. As a Technical
Sergeant, he served aboard the AC47-Gunship Spooky with the
call sign “Ghost Rider” as a flight engineer.

Sergeant McBride was married to Glenda Fay Venable, and
they had three young sons when he was called to serve his first
tour in Vietnam. He commenced his tour on August 4, 1969,
stationed in Long Khahn, in the Southern Province of Vietnam,
assigned to the 4th Special Ops SQDN, 14th Special Ops Wing,
7th AF. Tragically, on September 1, 1969, while on a night
patrol, his gunship was dispatched from Bien Hoa Air Base to
support friendly troops under enemy attack about 20 miles east
of Bien Hoa. E

Engaging the enemy in the target area, their gunship was
hit by enemy fire along the starboard side. While attempting to
return to Bien Hoa Air Base, the plane crashed into a mountain,
claiming the lives of all the crew members on board. This
incident marked the last loss of an AC-47 USAF Spooky gunship
in Southeast Asia during the war, leaving behind Sergeant
McBride’s beautiful bride and their three very young sons.

Upon unearthing these details during my initial
investigation, I was unwaveringly committed to finding Sergeant
McBride’s family and returning his invaluable possession to
them. My quest led me to discover that his wife, Glenda, had
passed away in 1998 in Georgia, and the benefits claim forms
in my possession indicated that Sergeant McBride had been
stationed in Georgia where his wife was originally from.
Remarkably, she hadn’t moved since 1969. Further research

" In memary of
The last AC-47 “SPOOKY ™ gunship w
Lost in Vietnam
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TSgt Albert C. McBride is shown in the lower left corner of the AC-47 “SPOOKY” gunship memorial plaque
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revealed that one of his sons, James, had sadly passed away
in 2019. The obituaries of both Glenda and James were my
last leads. With no more clues at hand, I turned to the trusty
‘White Pages, embarking on a mission to call every Kenneth
and Michael McBride in the surrounding areas. Without a
doubt, the recipients of my calls must have thought I was
more than a little out of my mind calling complete strangers.

However, my persistence paid off. On Saturday, April
15, 2023, Kenneth McBride, one of Sergeant McBride’s
sons, returned my call. He expressed that he believed in the
legitimacy of my quest because no one in the world could
have known his father’s identity given that his mother had
remarried, and everyone they knew assumed that their
stepfather was their biological father.

I am thrilled to share that on April 23, 2023, Mr. Kenneth
MecBride and his brother Michael received their father’s
Purple Heart. It was a deeply meaningful and emotional
moment for all of us with both of us crying on the phone even
though we were complete strangers. They had never seen
the photograph contained within the certificate and were
unaware of the heartbreaking fact that their grandmother,
Frances, had never filed the claims for her Gold Star Benefits.
This experience has been a true blessing, and I'm grateful for
the opportunity to have played such a big part in reuniting a
precious piece of history with the McBride family.
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RESTORE -« REPAIR « REPLACE

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

970-404-8166

THEGLASSGURU.COM

58 Mel Rey Rd, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

BECAUSE AHITCH HASAJOB TO DO.

Asyour local Farmers® agent, | can offer you a great insurance
policy for your car ar truck. | can offer you a policy for the things
you tow behind it too - travel trailers, boats, ATVs, and more.,

A SECURE FUTURE DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN.
CALLMETODAY TO PLAN AHEAD!

970.845.8910

£ FARMERS

Fa mr!yHe:rlow Ph utng raphy.com

3

Lee Froman
Your Local Agent

150 E BEAVER CREEK BLVD & A203

AVON, CO 81620
framaninsurance.com

INSURANCE

(970) 445-0750

15651 TALS

Your family
marches to
the beat of
their own
drum and
you love it

Get all three
generations
together and
immertalize
these
memories in
a beautiful
family
portrait that
will tell
stories for
years to
comel




WHAT’S HAPPENING INSIDE SINGLETREE

Many thanks to our Stroll Singletree sponsors: Kathy Kosierowski, owner of Waggin’ Tails
Dog Obedience, ad Dr. Nadine Lober, Vail Valley Vet

PAWS IN
THE PARK

A fun filled afternoon for Luca,
Apollo, Lexi, Bailey, Pebbles,
Nyxie, Ava, Snickers, Alaia,
Chanel, Ziggy, Riva, Sally, Huxley,
Winston, Piper, Uni, Archer,
|zzie, Annie, Maisie, George, Kiri,
Stevie, Juno, Ranger, and Weezie!
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[
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ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

A LONG JOURNEY TO THETOP10

AL PRRRATE

ErLiNG

Stwplify Youy World

Discover the Power of
Personal Organization!

* Closets & Garages
¢ Kitchens & Pantries
* Finances & Tax Preparation

lt's hard to find someone
who cares more and has
such an amazing attention

to detail than Ramona.’
e Senior Living Transitions -Ronna D

* Downsizing & Relocations

RAMONA RYDEN

Personal Organization
Consultant

Vail Yaliey Organizer

Conlacl VailValleyOrganizer.com :

e / vailvalleyorganizer@gmail.com

¥ 970.390.9278
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Debra Swain overcomes injuries,
surgeries, and self doubt to rank 9th
in the United States in fencing

CONTRIBUTED BY DEBRA SWAIN, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

Vail Fencing Vets (L to R): Mark Barandy, John Wills, Don Watson, Deb Swain,
Cooter Overcash

ine years ago, I started fencing with the Vail
N Valley Fencing Club. I had no previous experience

but decided to try something new. I was lucky to
start at that time and here in Vail. Four excellent fencers
were part of the club: John Wills (Master Fencing
Instructor, died 2019), Mark Barandy (died 2020),
Cooter Overcash (Assistant coach, moved to Austin in
2021), and Don Watson (head of the Vail Valley Fencing
Club from its inception through today). Not only did
Ilearn from these four men, but I also fenced middle
school and high school fencers, three of whom have
competed at the Junior Olympics.

In 2016, I was training 4-5 days a week and qualified
for the Nationals in Salt Lake City. With the last Sunday
in June as a day of rest before the drive to SLC, I went
hiking with a friend up Gore Creek Trail to the grave sites,
a hike I’d easily done 100 times before. On the way down,
a slip on a rock and an extension of my left arm to protect
my head resulted in a seriously broken wrist. I did ask Dr.
Viola, my surgeon, if I could still fence at the tournament
since I had only broken my left wrist. There were several
skeptical looks on the faces of the surgery team.

It was 2018 when I finally made it to the Nationals. I
finished 28th and learned a lot about what it might take
to get into the top ten. Over the next three years, coaches
continued to tell me that I needed to bend my legs more
and attack. Unfortunately, my right leg hurt when I tried
that. I tried physical therapy, more stretching, taping my
leg, and got into yoga. None of that fixed the problem.
After trying a cortisone shot and a knee brace for skiing,
which didn’t alleviate the issue, I opted for total knee
replacement with Dr. Kim in March of 2021. I was hiking

within 12 weeks and began fencing
again. The knee was solid, but mentally I
didn’t trust it.

Last ski season, I got in 50 days on
the mountain and was moving faster
and more aggressively during fencing. I
committed to the North America’s Cup
in St. Louis at the end of April but then
was plagued by self-doubt. However,
plane and hotel reservations were
already in place, along with the entry
fee, so off I went.

My qualifying bouts left me in
14th place and I moved into the direct
elimination facing a fencer ranked in
3rd place. I walked onto the fencing
strip ready to accept an early defeat.
Amazingly, I got the first point and
continued to stay focused while this
fencer’s personal coach gave her tips
from the sidelines. I was on my own.

At the break, I received a hint from

the #1 fencer in my bracket who was
watching nearby. But I assumed that my
opponent’s coach had figured me out and
would tell her exactly what to do to beat
me. She came back and took the next

#

57
Now serving

Milkshakes
Pre-order
Thanksgiving
Desserts
Cakes
and

Christmas Cookies

point, but I was ahead. I got two more
clean points and a double and beat her
10-6. That moved me up to the top 8. 1
was eliminated 7-10 in the next match,
but still podiumed in 8th place. I flew
home and immediately registered for the
Nationals in Phoenix in July of this year.
(Thank goodness this is an indoor sport.)
I'worked out with the club at
Battle Mountain High School and in
my driveway, which many neighbors
observed. Don Watson continued
to coach me and put up with my
frustration. A relaxing two-day drive
put me in Phoenix just before the 4th.
My qualifying
bouts left me
in 8th place
facing the #7
fencer - the
same woman
Thad beat in
St. Louis. She
got ahead in
the match and
then the head

of the Denver

Fencing Academy came by and gave

me one solid piece of advice. I beat her
again 10-6. My next match was against
the woman who has ranked #1 for the
past 12 years. She beat me and I look
forward to fencing her again. I podiumed
at the Nationals in 8th place and am now
ranked 9th in the US. I am now training
with the Vail Valley Fencing Club and
the Denver Fencing Club and enjoying it
more than ever.

Interested in fencing? Contact Coach
Don Watson
at 970-470-1420.

Find relief from...
Chronic Pain + Anxiety + Headaches
Autoimmune Conditions + Menstrual Symptoms

& More...

BOOK YOUR FREE
ACUPUNCTURE
CONSULT TODAY!

47 E Beaver Creek Blvd #C19,
Avon, CO 81620
970-368-2404
bhavabeautyandwellness.com
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Come In for Pairing AQViCe

Large Selection of
Rare to Everyday Wines

6 Sommeliers on Staff
10% Off Every Case of Wine

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com

970-926-8111

Located Next to Village Market in Edwar
Free Delivery for Orders ©Over $lOQ

We don't rest until their tails are wagging!

s V.

en Doors

~ FREE estimates i . .
; Patio “If you're looking for an amazing dog
~We Come to You! enclosure walker, look no further.”
screens ! '
~ Exceptional Service since 1991 too! -Ashley R.

~ Repairs & expert installation

970-376-2588

www.alpineambiance.com

Jan Rosenthal

GOLDEN TAILS (786) 537 5869

DOG WALKING GoldenTailsDogWalking.com
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Unleaish Your Skin's Kejuvenation Power

Opus Fractionated Plasma Gan Reveal a New
You with Advanced Anti-Aging Technology

205 E Chambers Ave (lower level) | Eagle, CO

EDWARDS PLAZA

Eedwwired's st Corrrms al Plaies nee 1981
Edwards Ac |.||I

Marko’s Pizzeria * Fiesta’s » Ed’z ¢ Tumbleweed
e Vail Valley Pet Grooming * Barber Den * Alpine Bank
“THE Carillo Twins » Mountain Nutrition * Azteca Bakery

H U I l U B Eagle Rier Dentistry o Hair by Kerri o Shear Colour
G u Alba’s Organic Cleaning » Homecare by HPS
Green Valley Landscaping * Jesse Wiens, Attorney
Draining & Cleaning Michael Rutherford, Esq. « GF Massage « RMC
Routine Maintenance Vail Coach * Pack Appraisal * Precision
Repair Service Allthe Good Stuff
Digital Service Reports & Photos

FRITZ & CECILIA SCHMIDT « PROPRIETORS

_ -
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VETERANS DAY TRIBUTE

One of the field sites (no mud yet and before the rain turned
the camouflage nets in the background into ‘shock therapy’)

REFLECTIONS
FROM A COLD
WAR VETERAN:
MIKE ROSS SHARES
HIS ARMY DAYS
FROM THE LATE 80S

Mike follows a longstanding family
tradition of military service, proudly
serves our country, and skis the Alps

Mike at at Beaver Creek taking a break “from work” at his day job as the Forest Facilities
Engineer for the White River National Forest

CONTRIBUTED BY MIKE ROSS, SINGLETREE RESIDENT
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n the summer of 1985 before

my senior year of high school,

I came in contact with the local
Army recruiter, and interestingly
enough, I was one of the few who
didn’t automatically say “no thanks”
and decided to listen to what he
had to say. When I heard the sales
pitch of “this will pay for your
college and also allow you to live
almost anywhere you want, like
Western Europe or wherever”, I was
immediately more than intrigued,
especially with the thought of being
able to ski the Alps.

Having fallen in love with the
whole Telluride area years before
with its ultra steeps surrounded
by towering, jagged mountains. I
was immediately interested in any
possibility that would allow me to get
to Europe where I could not only “see the world”, but also ski
those massive ski areas that made Telluride’s 3,000 vertical
feet and Vail’s 5,000-plus skiable acres look rather “mom and
pop” by comparison. Not that my local “mom and pop” area
called Telluride was trivial, of course!

While the “military tradition” in my family went back
many generations, it was a little unfortunate that my
grandfather, a retired West Point Colonel was rather upset
at the time at my having enlisted, which I guess I could
understand. But that was certainly more than balanced
out by my father who, at the time, was an Active Reserve
Lieutenant Colonel in the Army, so big yay for Dad! Yes,

I'm sure that there was also the possibility that other high-
ranking family members like my great-grandfather who was
aretired General and my great-great uncle Admiral Ernest
King who was commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet in World
War II might have been turning in their graves, but oh the
call of those mountains to be skied in Western Europe...

I went to Basic Training in August of 1986 which was
indeed a great time to be in El Paso, Texas (not really!) to
feel some heat that really was hot enough to fry an egg on
the pavement, wow! But then after months of basic and
specialized training, in January of 1987, I was on a flight
to Frankfurt, Germany, only to arrive during one of the
most severe cold snaps that Western Europe had seen in
recent memory where it didn’t get above zero for probably
over a month.

My initial duty station was with the 4/43rd Air Defense
Patriot missile battalion in Giessen, West Germany as an
Operations and Intelligence Assistant. We were doing
much of what was shown in the opening scene on the 1984
movie War Games, with the two guys in a dark missile silo
working with secret codes - though for us it was inside of an
operations van located on a secure site surrounded by razor
wire. When I wrote that first letter home saying that I was in
this smaller town called “Giessen”, I got a reply letter from
my mom saying that was the same town that they had been

The ‘secret intelligence radio van’

amighty .50 caliber gun ready to go)

e : , SMLM SIGHTING/DETENTION INSTRUCTIONS
eading out for field ops (yes - that’s (USARBUR Reg 550 443 '

Thin iy wlhae o lorsise place of o
SOVIET MILITARY L&;‘nmn MISSION
- I

Soviet Military Liaison Mission (SMLM) card required at all times

stationed in back in 1964 about a year after they got married,
yet another “wow”!

So did the fact that in German the word Giessen means
“to pour” have any significance? Unfortunately, yes it did.
After the “spring thaw” happened, that meant heading
out for field exercises in the surrounding forest - in the
mud, oh my. At the time, the Patriot missile system was
relatively new which meant that we needed to have lots
of ‘practice’, which I later figured out involved working
on our ability to get huge communication trucks unstuck,
sometimes in the middle of the night. Looking back, I still
think that it’s kind of funny that not once during those
times did I have any thoughts of “wow, what a great way
to serve my country”, ha-ha!

Luckily there were enough times that were almost truly
“comical” that kept us going. One of those happened during
a very intense, busy NATO ‘tactical evaluation’ where
evaluators from numerous NATO nations were involved with
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Mike in his 80’s pose at St. Moritz Switzerland (yep - that’s a monoski which was huge
mostly in France—and it’s still in his garage!)

our operations to give us what was basically a “fitness test”
to check our readiness for a potential attack that was closer
than the general public ever knew about. And yes, it was
raining. Again.

While we ended up getting numerous accolades from
member nations for our ability to efficiently provide effective
and powerful air defense strategies against the “Soviet
Threat” (which was still very alive and well in those days
toward the end of the Cold War), the “comical’ part” was that
with all the rain, every time someone keyed the microphone,
all of us setting up the camouflage nets got shocked from
the FM radio antenna over and over again! “Radio check”,
bzzzzz. “Radio check”, bzzzzz. Had the annoying guy from
the Verizon commercials been in our shoes, he probably
wouldn’t have been so passionate about the constant “can
you hear me now?” question!

While the weeks working more than 100 hours as a
“secret code guy” were too many to count, there were
certainly also too many “chance of a lifetime” opportunities
to count like getting a rogue three-day weekend and
“sneaking” down to Switzerland for a couple of days to ski
some really massive mountains. Or taking a week-long trip
high in the Alps in Austria for some early-season skiing
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in So6lden, with the first turns of the season on a high-
mountain glacier in a foot of fresh with the Austrian
women’s ski team running gates right next to us. Nice! But
then skiing turned into ‘business’, of sorts...

When some guys in the Giessen Military Community
(MILCOM) found out that I was from Colorado, they pretty
much “demanded” that I be on the Giessen Military ski
team for the races to be held in Garmisch in southern
Germany on the Austrian border. Nice again! Except that
unlike our good Singletree “neighbor”, Mikaela, I had never
raced even once. When all was said and done, the only
thing I ended up being good at was actually taking out gates
instead of skiing around them... hmmm. And ouch!

But not surprisingly, I was pretty good at the over-the
head powder day that we had on the Ziigspitze where we
decided to ski the day before the races - instead of going
to practice in town (where the 1936 Olympics were held)
because there was over 5 FEET of new powder to track out,
so tracking we did! Even with all that fun and excitement,

I was just proudly “on duty serving my country”, of course...

I mentioned that the “Soviet Threat” was very alive
and well. I will never forget the afternoon when one of my
friends from Tactical Operations came running into the
radio room saying “man, you’ve GOT to come check this
out!” So as I went into the “radar van”, I first had to have
the “we never had this conversation” conversation, which
kind of had me guessing what was going on.

There on the radar was a track that had me saying
“wow, what IS that?” which got the answer “it’s a Soviet
MIG. We’ve been watching this guy coming over into our
airspace on purpose for a while.” While that maybe doesn’t
sound like a big deal, they obviously were provoking us
and had it continued for a little longer, action would have
ensued (whether that was us our ‘our guys’ at Ramstein Air
Force Base in Frankfurt being called up.

While lower-ranking “enlisted guys” generally had
little authority to do much, we were able to detain any
Soviet Liaison personnel if we saw them, which was also
a “responsibility” which required us to keep our “SMLM”
card with us at all times, even if only for reporting
sightings.
While I
never had the
opportunity
to see one
of these
in-person,

T heard
numerous
stories that
eventually
circulated
“through the
ranks” of
Soviet officers
being detained
which, like
MIG sighting,

Ski passes from some great adventures

definitely kept things “real” in terms of the time we were
living in.

Though my time in the service ended in August of
1989, just a handful of months before the Berlin Wall
came down, that was certainly only the “beginning” of
sorts for the Patriot Missile system. One morning in
January of 1991, I was watching Good Morning America. 1
and was absolutely astounded when they were reporting
from Israel and I saw the intro of the show stating,

“Good Morning, we’re live in Haifa, Israel, with the 4th

of the 43rd Air Defense Patriot Missile Battallion...”. And
immediately I said a huge “WHAT?!” and kept on watching
as there, with all the other troops, was my former Staff
Sargeant of the Intelligence and Operations department
with whom I served for all those crazy years.

While we all know the story of how those guys
managed to shoot down Saddam Hussein’s scud missiles,
it was even more awesome for me to know that I had
been such a big part of the logistics and operations with
such a great team back in the day. I'm so proud to have
had the opportunity to serve this awesome country and
even prouder to be an America. Happy Veterans Day to
all those who served before me and are still serving today
and God Bless the U.S.A.!

WAUGH & SONS LLC
(970) 343-49393
WAUGHANDSONS.COM

ICE DAMN REMOVAL SPECIALISTS
THAT DON'T USE HAMMERS!

HOUSE CLEANING GET YOUR
ROOF CLEANING FREE QUOTE
WINDOW CLEANING ~ FOR ANY SERVICE
GUTTER CLEANING AEREENAE
CONCRETE & STONE CLEANING
RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
AUTO & BOAT

CAUSE |
_‘ THIS.. |
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THE POWER TEAM

Between Happy's 28 years as a Singletree resident and
Lisa’s local knowledge of Edwards going back 20 years,
we are your “in-house” experts. Whether you are curious
about what adds the most value to your home in this area
or you are considering selling your Singletree home this
year and looking to purchase in the neighborhood

or anywhere in the Valley, please call us.

We would love to help!

1?1 Stagecaach Road | Smgletree
4 bd | 4 ba | 3,229 sf | $2,650,000

?8 M:ssmn Pla-::e I Edwards

4bd|35ba|25555qft | $2,095,000

8 Charolais Circle | Smgletree
3bd|3bal2,094 sf| $1,450,000

SINGLETREE REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY

Sold

360 W June Creek Road W | Duplex
3bd |4 bal2156sf| $1,600,000
150 Saddle E | Duplex

3bd | 4 ba|2.0658 sf| $1,750.000
161 Stagecoach Road | Single-family
5bd | 4 ba | 3725 5| $3,200,000
31 Foal | Duplex

4bd |3 bal3445sf | $2.495,000
780 June Creek Road| Single-family
4 bd | 5 ba | 3,287 sf | $2,320,000
90 Lariat Road A | Duplex

3bd |3 bal 21865 sf| $2,495,000
40 Prarie Circle | Single-family

4 bd |4 bal 3,229 sf | $3.150,000
31 Foal | Duplex

4 bd |3 bal3445sf | $2,495,000

171 Stagecoach Road | Single-family
4 bd| 4 ba| 3229 sf | $2,550,000

Under Contract

78 Mission Place | Townhome

4 bd | 4 ba | 2,655 sf | $2,095,000
210 June Creek Road | Duplex

4 bd | 4 ba | 2,101 s | $1,895,000
120 Hereford Road E | Duplex

3bd |4 ba | 2,063 sf | $1,750,000
1121 Berry Creek Road C-3 | Condo
2bd |2 bal1.233 sf | $869,000
361 Longhorn Road | Single-family
3bd|3bal 3,868 sf| $2,495000
41 Shotgun Circle | Single-family
Sbd | 5ba | 4,586 sf | $4,995,000
73 Mission Place | Single-family
5bd | 5ba| 3,638 sf| $2,595,000
931 Singletree Road 31 | Townhome
2hbd | 2 ba|1,422 5f | $889,000

8 Charolais Circle | Duplex
3bd|3bal 2,094 sf | $1,450,000

751 Singletree Road 3 | Townhome
3bd | 5ba| 2,686 =f| $1,515000

HAPPY POWER

Broker Associate
hpower@slifer.net
970.331.8196
HappylnVail.com

Active

141 Chaparral Road | Single-family
4 bd | & ba | 3,898 5f | $3,465,000

81 Lariat Road B | Duplex
4 bd | 3 ba | 2,005 sf| $1,500,000

40 Miller Place | Single-family
5hd |5 bal3,863sf| $2.525000

751 Singletree Road 3 | Townhome
3 bd |5 ba 2,686 sf | $1,515.000

260 Buckboard B-1| Condo
3bd|2bal 1,333 sf | $1,375,000

LISA GRIFFITH

Broker Associate

lgriffith@slifer.net
720.255.4236 o et
LisaSellsVail.com

Grazing Boards « Meal Boards ¢ Boxed Lunches * Gift Boxes
Freshly Made Deli Items & Artisan Colorado Products

[ Delivering East Vail to Eagle 7 days a week ]

"y FoobswiNe Forbes 3280

MAGAZINE

970-279-1342 | TheGrazingFox.com | @thegrazingfox

Puppy Gymnastics
and Agility classes
coming soon!
Register today!

S.T.AR. puppy classes
CGC class certifications
Register Today!

*American Kennel Club (AKC) Certified as
a Canine Good Citizen (CGC) evaluator.*

Waggin' Tails Dog Obedlence

Where dogs learn that learning is fun!

act Kathy Kosiero
ﬂ Waggin' Tails Dog Obedience

@kkswaggintails

Irsulating Properties

Low Maintenance

Reskstance 1o Decay/Cotrosion

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Project consultant
with Renewal by
Andersen.

OFFn0)

v P

for a free in home inspection and | will add an additional discount
7 on any advertised discount for Renewal by Andersen.

LAST CALL! TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 2023

Durability
Color Chatoes

Dark Color Peshonmance

O
o
@
,.ru:’urul Rigidsty ﬂ
@
O
v

v 4 PRICING AND GET YOUR ORDER IN TODAY! |
| o
| v 303-883-3849
| ¢ v gpasco@renewalcolorado.com




SINGLETREE SOCIAL

Avon Frame Shoppe

Custom Fine Art Framing & Mirrors

Hours may vary, please call for an appointment.
For everyone's safety we are limiting the
number of customers permitted in the showroom.

281 Metcalf Road #205
Avon, CO 81620

970.845.9556
info@avonframeshoppe.com

..... -
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LADIES
NIGHT OUT

Time for a little “girl-time”! Thank you,
Joanie Schoening and Stacy Knox, for
hosting a festive evening to celebrate the
amazing women in Singletree!
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A PRODUCT OF 9151 Currency St.

THE N2 COMPANY Irving, TX 75063

A Publication for the Residents of Singletree

@ CrRiESTY o

Fun, individualized, and effective positive
reinforcement training for you and your pup
in the comfort of your own home!

“Emily understands dog | |N-HOME TRAINING FOR: |EMILY CHALLIS

pehalongis wre Wi Multi-Certified Dog Trainer

each individual dog Puppies & Adolescents
differently. She was an Contact me today!

incredible resource and | Adult Dogs 970.343.2871
highly recommend her.” - curipawsity@gmail.com
-Jill Flanagan, Singletree Resident Fear & Reactivity www.curipawsity.com

Jeffrey Hulse
Photography

Unfiltered Moments.
Unforgettable Memories.

Specializing in Lifestyle
Family Portraits

970 343 0997
jeffreyhulse.com




