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How does your water taste?

Let's talk 
water conditioning!

CALL PSI
(970) 345-3035

Plumbing Systems Inc.
970-926-0500
www.psivail.com
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mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339
Spas ~ Pools ~ Grills ~ Fitness ~ Saunas ~ Design & Build

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Over 40 Years of
Service Excellence
Clean, Running, Ready!

The most experienced spa & pool
service department around!

970-476-2451
970-476-8065
970-569-7520
844-493-8258

970-926-2611

970-328-8604
970-328-2680
970-328-3647
970-328-8640
970-328-8640
970-328-8710
970-328-3510
970-328-8600
970-328-8500
970-328-8715

970-328-2930
970-328-2960
970-926-0656
970-328-2970
970-328-2940
970-328-2980
970-328-2852
970-926-8980
970-569-3327 
970-926-3015
970-476-3850
970-328-2830

888-890-5554
970-949-5892
970-476-7480
888-824-4010
855-707-4993
970-476-3511

MEDICAL
Vail Health
Emergency
Edwards Medical Campus
Eagle Valley Behavioral Health

SINGLETREE
Management Office

EAGLE COUNTY
Administration
Airport Administration
Animal Services and Shelter
Assessor
Bus Schedules
Clerk and Recorder
Finance
General Information
Motor Vehicles
Voter Information

SCHOOLS
Battle Mountain High School
Berry Creek Middle School
Eagle County Charter Academy
Edwards Elementary School
Homestake Peak School
June Creek Elementary School
Red Canyon High School
St. Clare of Assisi School
Stone Creek Charter School 
Vail Christian Academy
Vail Mountain School
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy

UTILITIES 
Black Hills Energy
Holy Cross Energy 
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District
Comcast Service Center
CenturyLink
Vail Honeywagon

Holly Proctor | 303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@familyheirloomphotography.com

Renee Nelson | 307-241-0218
renee.nelson@n2pub.com

Jordan Bonta | 970-376-8241
hello@jordanbonta.com

The Residents of Singletree

REA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

ADVERTISING MANAGER            

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER  
& VIDEOGRAPHER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

I M P O R TA N T 
I N FO R M AT I O N

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers 
may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

When planning exterior projects for this Spring and Summer, please remember Singletree 
has adopted Design Guidelines, Rules and Regulations, and Declaration requirements for 
your home and lot. All of these can be found online at www.singletreetoday.com.

   • Air Conditioning Units
   • Tree Removal & Landscape Changes
   • Exterior Lighting
   • Roofing
   • Repainting – with or without a color change
   • Door, Window, Deck or Garage Door Replacement
   • Solar Installations

If you live in a duplex, please review your party wall agreement and duplex design 
requirements in the Design Guidelines before planning changes to the exterior of your home.

Design Review Committee approval is required prior to the start of any exterior work.

Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 BERRY CREEK ROAD AT THE COMMUNIT Y CENTER

www.singletreetoday.com
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strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2023 The N2 Company, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Inside Singletree, is owned by 
The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, 
or homeowners association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and 
opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain 
solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained 
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2.
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mr. Appliance of Vail, Aspen & Glenwood Springs

(970) 235-2325
MrAppliance.com

AUTO REPAIR
Leadfoot Linda’s
(970) 476-1810

leadfootlindas.com

BODY WORK & MANUAL THERAPY
M Body

(720) 933-4275
mbodyembody.com

CATERING / GRAB & GO
Lauren’s Kitchen
(970) 446-6917

LaurensKitchenEdwards.com

CATERING, CHARCUTERIE, & MORE
The Grazing Fox
(970) 279-1342

thegrazingfox.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Avail Soft Tissue & Spine

(970) 328-2884
www.availsoft tissue.com

DINING & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Edwards Plaza LLC

(970) 471-8244
edwardsplaza.com

DOG TRAINING & BOARDING
Waggin’ Tails Dog Obedience LLC

(970) 331-7570

DOG WALKING
Golden Tails Dog Walking

(786) 537-5869
www.goldentailsdogwalking.com

FINE ART FRAMING & CUSTOM MIRRORS
Avon Frame Shoppe

(970) 845-9556
avonframeshoppe.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
CKaceeGo LLC

(970) 390-3375
www.ckaceego.com

HOT TUB SERVICE & REPAIR
The Hot Tub Guy
(970) 331-3822
thehottubguy.net

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance

(970) 845-8910
agents.farmers.com/lfroman

LASER, BODY CONTOURING & SKIN CARE
Alpine Laser Clinic

(970) 471-9638
www.alpinelasereagle.com

LEGAL SERVICES
Paul A. Linton, Attorney at Law

(720) 270-9069

PASTRY SHOP & MORE
Sweet Mustache
(970) 432-1522

PET FOOD, SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
Mountain K-9

(970) 777-0065
www.mtnk-9.com

PET GROOMING
Vail Valley Pet Groomers

(970) 471-5478
www.vailvalleypetgroomers.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Family Heirloom Photography

(970) 445-0750
FamilyHeirloomPhotography.com

PLASTIC SURGERY AND SKIN CARE
Mangat Copit Plastic Surgery and Skin Care

(970) 766-3223
mangatplasticsurgery.com

PLUMBING / HVAC / SOLAR
American Plumbing, Heating & Solar

(970) 748-8667
www.aphsolar.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/ 
DRAIN CLEANING

Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS, LEISURE AND FITNESS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa

(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Alida Zwaan
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

KW Mountain Properties
Leslie Grooters

(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

RE/MAX ELEVATE VAIL VALLEY
Cynthia Kruse

(970) 766-7355
www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Slifer, Smith & Frampton
Happy Power

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

RESTAURANT
Zino Ristorante
(970) 926-0777

www.zinoristorante.com

RETAIL
Remix Consignment

(970) 855-0049
www.theremix.shop

SKIN CARE: FACIALS & WAXING
Natural Balance Spa

(970) 390-0672
www.naturalbalancespa.co

TILE & STONE
D.S.G Tile& Stone
(970) 688-6404

TREE CARE & REMOVAL
Brush Creek Landscaping & Tree Service

(844) 582-6904
www.bcltrees.com

VETERINARIAN
Vail Valley Vet

(970) 376-0676

WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
Greg Pasco

(303) 883-3849

WINDOW REPAIR / GLASS,  
MIRRORS & SHOWERS

The Glass Guru
(970) 366-4576

www.theglassguru.com/glenwoodsprings/

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Shadey Deals

(970) 376-2588
alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE
Blitz Boutique

(970) 476-3999
www.blitzvail.com

WOOD FLOORING
Just Wood LLC

(970) 333-3657
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NOW SCHEDULING FOR END
OF SUMMER INSTALLATION.

We pride ourselves on providing our customers with the 
atmosphere & customer service of a high-end boutique but 

with a�ordable, consignment store prices!

Riverwalk Shopping Center  //  970-855-0049
137 MAIN ST- SUITE C102  //  EDWARDS, CO 81632
Stop in & see us anytime!  //  Mon to Sat 10AM – 6PM
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

HELLO, 
SINGLETREE 
RESIDENTS!

Your dealership alternative for
domestic and import vehicles.

970-476-1810
leadfootlindas.com

Welcome to Spring! This month, I am excited to officially 
welcome Celynn, Mary, and Scott McClarrinon to the 
neighborhood. A local family with deep roots, Celynn was 
raised in the Vail Valley, Scott left Arkansas for a job on Vail 
Mountain 33 years ago, and Mary was born here. Today, the 
family enjoys the outside lifestyle to its fullest and is happy 
to call Singletree home. 

Love your views? Love the neighborhood? Need a 
fresh look? Todd Biekkola provides a sneak peak into the 
transformation he achieved in his 1980s condo and offers 
insight for the many homeowners who are talking remodel 
but don’t know how to undertake what can initially appear 
as a daunting task. 

Addie Halacheva can’t resist following her big sister, 
Kaya, into the spotlight in Kids’ Corner and is eager to 
share her story. And Dutch, the ‘laziest wiem ever seen’, is 
content to live a life of leisure as long as he can join Trevor 
and Mary Ellen in the jeep or on the river on weekends.

While indeed wonderful in many ways, we are all too 
aware that life in the valley does not come without its 
challenges. Mark Wurzer shares with us the significant 
initiatives the Vail Valley Community Foundation has 
launched to address three primary areas of concern for 

many local residents: food insecurity, health care, and 
community leadership for people of color. 

And finally, as winter comes to an end, we would like 
to express our appreciation for the team that keeps our 
resort mountains operating smoothly to assure a safe 
and enjoyable experience for guests and locals alike. We 
thank Singletree residents Anand Kasbekar, Bruce Crow, 
Helen Burton, Steve Holden, Brad Crow, Marty Dvorkin, 
and Bob Allstadt for their weekly commitment on the hill 
as Red Jackets.

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter 
and a glorious April!

Holly Proctor
Area Director
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2co.com

CELEBRATIONS
Singletree

PAT HAMMON MARCHES IN THE 
VAIL LEGACY PARADE

Pat (2nd from right) joined the parade 
of military veterans in Vail honoring the 

10th Mountain Division Ski Troopers. 

A BIRTHDAY FOR  
GENEVIEVE PEIRCE

Genevieve celebrated her special day 
with friends at Harvest and flowers 

from her thoughtful husband, George.

KAREN RYAN AND ALLIE 
DECENT SEIZE THE DAY
Karen and Allie celebrate  

friendship on snowshoes under  
sunny Singletree skies.

Discover how you will 
break through old challenges &

step into your personal freedom.
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Call or Book Online Today!
ckaceego.com/hypnosis

kacee@ckaceego.com  • 970-390-3375

Spring is a great time to find your dream 
vacation home or new primary residence. 

Thinking of building? I can help!
With the global reach of RE/MAX Elevate, I can 
assist you in buying or selling in Singletree, the 

entire Vail Valley and anywhere else in the 
world your adventures may take you. Stop by 
the Riverwalk o�ce for an update on today's 

mountain market. Hope to see you soon!

970-376-3673
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YOU ARE INVITEDJOIN  
US FOR  
APRÈS SKI!
SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023
GRACIOUSLY HOSTED AT THE HOME OF
ANDIE OHDE AND JONATHAN THOMAS
20 MILLER PLACE
4:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. 

Join your Singletree friends and neighbors to 
celebrate an amazing winter season and the start 
of spring! Wear your vintage, current or future 
après ski attire for this outside soiree! Light fare 
and beverages will be served.

RSVP to insidesingletreersvp@gmail.com or 
303-859-3369 by Monday, April 10, 2023.

APRIL CONTRIBUTORS
Your personal Singletree publication is BY YOU and FOR YOU. It is not possible without YOUR 

stories and photos! Our Singletree residents look forward to getting to know the families, kids, pets, 
athletes, travelers, and volunteers in the community every month. Email holly.proctor@n2co.com to 

contribute to an upcoming issue of your neighborhood magazine.

Olga Barron 
Photographer

Deb Robbins 
Content Advisor

Tim Swift 
Resident Writer

Helen Burton
Singetree Red Jackets

Steve Holden
Singetree Red Jackets

Dutch and Trevor 
Broersma

Precious Pets

Mark Wurzer
Who’s Making  

a Difference

Celynn, Mary, and 
Scott McClarrinon 

New to the 
Neighborhood

Marty Dvorkin
Singetree Red Jackets

Anand Kasbekar
Singetree Red Jackets

Todd Biekkola
House & Home

Bruce Crow
Singetree Red Jackets

Brad Condo
Singetree Red Jackets

Addie Kalacheva
Kids’ Corner

#1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE 
IN THE UNITED STATES!

Leslie Grooters
KW Luxury Broker
Vail Market Center
970.376.0705 
leslieg@kw.com

Scan here
to view all
properties

If you are thinking of selling or buying
another home, give me a call.

APRIL SHOWERS BRING
MAY FLOWERS....AND BUYERS TOO!

Beautiful skin starts here!
Are you ready 
for spring?

200 Capitol Street, Suite 201, Eagle, CO 81631

Book Online or Call Today
NaturalBalanceSpa.co • 970-390-0672 

970-331-3822 | www.thehottubguy.net

Draining & Cleaning
Routine Maintenance

Repair Service
Digital Service Reports & Photos
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WELCOME 
NEW SPONSORS

PAUL A LINTON, ATTORNEY 
Bringing over forty-seven years of legal 
expertise to serve the needs of Singletree 
and Valley families and small businesses, 
Paul Linton is pleased to announce the 
expansion of his law practice beyond the 
Front Range to Eagle County. After earning 
his undergrad degree at Brown University 
and later his law degree at the University 
of Denver in 1975, Paul developed critical 
analytical skills during his thirty years of 
service as a US Naval Reserve Officer and 
his almost five decades of law practice 
throughout the state of Colorado. He 
currently resides and offices part- time in 
Denver and in Singletree.

Paul offers his clients general 
legal counsel, with a primary focus 
on Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning and 
Administration, creation and operation of 
family-run and small businesses, real estate 
transactions, non-profit establishment and 
operation, and contractual agreements. His 
hourly or flat fees for various legal services 
are very affordable and tailored to meet 
the needs of clients. He maintains a direct, 
personal relationship with all clients.

You may contact Paul by phone at 
(303) 298-8900 or (720) 270-9069,  
or by email at ylzirg@aol.com to 
discuss your legal needs and to schedule 
an appointment.

D.S.G. TILE & STONE
D.S.G. Tile & Stone is 
a locally owned and 
operated company 
that values honesty 
and integrity in 
all aspects of its 
business. With roots 

in the valley and a reputation for delivering 
superior workmanship, Diego Gonzalez has built 
a dedicated crew of professionals with years of 
hands-on experience. Not only does this talented 
team deliver quality and value in their work, but 
they also excel at providing innovative ideas and 
recommendations tailored specifically to meet 
the needs of each individual client. 

D.S.G. Tile & Stone projects range from 
bathroom remodels to full kitchen updates 
for existing homes or new construction from 
the ground up; the team is highly proficient in 
completing both residential and commercial 
projects. In addition, Diego’s team provides quality 

installations for all kinds of flooring. 
Bottom line: D.S.G. is your go-to solution 
when you are seeking reliable, detail-
oriented, expert tile installation of any kind. 
Take it from a client who knows first hand: 

“Diego at DSG Tile did a fantastic job 
on two bathrooms. I had fairly intricate 
tilework, and he did a quality job from start 
to finish including leveling walls, installing 
tile, and completing all the finishing 
touches and clean-up. He provided 
a fair and transparent bid and great 
communication during the course of the 
project. I hired Diego a second time and 
another excellent job was completed.” 
- JASON H.

To start your new project, please 
contact Diego at 970-688-6404 for a 
consultation or to request an estimate at 
no charge. 

M BODY
Chronic pain, 
injury and acute 
pain can interfere 
with embodying 
your best self and 
living life to the 
fullest. My name 
is Mia Upton and 
I have had my fair 
share of physical 

and emotional challenges. But the one 
thing I have learned is that each of us is 
more resilient than we know, and we all 
have the ability to heal, with the right 
environment and support. 

I don’t believe in a confusing menu of 
services. Each of my sessions is designed 
precisely to meet your individual needs 
and goals. Whether you are looking for 
em-body relaxation, relief from pain 

or stress, chronic pain management 
and recovery (my specialty), pre-natal 
support, headache relief, or something 
else, I will first listen to your needs and 
approach your session from both a body 
and mind healing perspective.

Having worked with clients for 
more than 18 years, I am able to 
combine my understanding of anatomy 
and physiology, medical massage, 
craniosacral therapy, energy healing, 
rolfing and other modalities to help you 
embody your true self. I pull from my 
rich toolbox to offer an experience that 
truly delivers.

MBody is located at 150 East Beaver 
Creek Blvd, Suite 204, in Avon. To learn 
more, please visit mbodyembody.com.  
To contact me, please email  
mbody.mia@gmail.com or call  
720-933-4275.

THE GRAZING FOX
The Grazing Fox has been bringing 
elaborate cheese and charcuterie boards 
with local and seasonal accompaniments 
to the Vail Valley since 2016. Whether 
you are looking for an impressive platter 
to share with guests, a unique and 
memorable gift box, an alternative to a 
night out, stocking the fridge with made 
from scratch spreads and snacks, or a box 
lunch bursting with flavor for your next 
adventure, Pamela Davis has you covered! 

Pamela is a 4th generation Vail Valley 
small business success story. Her family 
homesteaded in Cordillera in the early 
1900’s and her grandfather went on to 
discover Vail Mountain and build the ski 
resort we know today. With over 23 years 
in hospitality and numerous partnerships 

in local restaurants, hard work is in 
her blood and her passion to share Vail 
with others runs deep. Her world-class 
provisions and personalized customer 
service have led her to be featured in 
Forbes, Food & Wine, the Wall Street 
Journal and more.

Looking for something truly unique? 
Try the grilled veggie vitality board or 
the niçoise salad board on a night cooking 
just isn’t your thing. Bring on the Bloody 
Mary board for the next game day! Or 
make it a family event with the S’mores 
Board after a day in the great outdoors. 
Whatever the occasion, The Grazing Fox 
is there to make it special. 

To order online, please visit 
thegrazingfox.com or to contact 
Pamela, please call 970-279-1342. 

YOUR FAVORITE BUSINESS HERE
Your neighborhood magazine is made 
possible by the sponsors who support 
the community and are looking for the 
opportunity to do more business with the 
homeowners in Singletree. Stroll Singletree 
is in the business of delivering community 
connections - between residents and 
between residents and business owners.

Our advertisers benefit from knowing 
that your neighborhood magazine is read 
cover-to-cover every month by Singletree 
families so they know their ad is being 
seen on a frequent and consistent basis. 
Additionally, businesses benefit from a 
listing as a preferred community partner 

in the Sponsor Index, as well as feature 
articles to highlight their business. We 
also provide digital marketing, social 
media offerings, and the chance to meet 
homeowners face-to-face at our private 
social events. 

If you own or know of a business 
that would like to expand its footprint 
in Singletree, there is NO better way 
to reach the families in the community, 
increase brand awareness as a trusted 
community partner, and expand an 
established word-of-mouth referral base. 

What business do you know that 
would benefit from reaching their ideal 
clients in Singletree?

Please join us in welcoming our newest sponsors to Stroll Singletree! Your neighborhood 
publication would not be possible without the support of our business partners. Please 

be sure to call on them when you are in need of their products or services.

If you have worked with a professional and reliable business that you would recommend 
to your Singletree neighbors, please email your referrals to holly.proctor@n2co.com. We 

would love to introduce your favorite businesses to other residents in your community!

Singletree

APRIL 2023

PHOTO BY FAMILY HEIRLOOM PHOTOGRAPHY

The 
McClarrinon 
Family
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Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Come In for Pairing Advice
Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

4 Sommeliers on Staff
10% Off Every Case of Wine

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com
970-926-8111

 All the Good Stuff
����������

BLITZ BOUTIQUE

Blitz is more than a fashion 
boutique! It’s a place where 
women can go and feel 
comfortable shopping for 
fashionable, trendy clothing 
and accessories.

VAIL VILLAGE
242 E Meadow Dr, Ste B
(by the Covered Bridge)

www.blitzvail.com
(970) 476-3999

stephanie@blitzvail.com

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com
Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973

Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details (970) 528-8769

HERE WHEN YOU NEED US
Our technicians are available 
on your schedule! Call ahead 
to schedule a convenient 
appointment.

QUALITY WORK, EVERY TIME
Each Mr. Appliance technician is 
courteous, respecting your home 
and your family. Our attention to 
detail ensures quality, safe work 
every time!

UPFRONT PRICING
Before our technicians start any 
work, they always explain what 
they are going to do. You'll never 
encounter surprise fees with 
Mr. Appliance.

Mr. Appliance
of Vail, Aspen
& Glenwood
Avon, CO 81620
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McClarrinon

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

CELYNN, MARY, AND SCOTT

With long-time roots in the valley, Celynn, 
Mary and Scott McClarrinon recently moved 
into Singletree. Here they share their paths 
to the neighborhood and their lives today. 

HOW DID EACH OF YOU LAND IN THE VALLEY?
Scott: I moved here in the fall of 1993 from Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, after getting out of college from the University 
of Arkansas. I was loitering around not having any sense 
of direction and I had always wanted to move to the 
mountains. I sent out applications to all the ski areas, not 
knowing one from the other: Steamboat, Aspen, Winter 
Park, Vail. Vail had a phone number for a deaf line, a TDD 
[Telecommunication Device for the Deaf] number, so I 
talked directly with someone at Vail Associates (VA at the 
time). They told me “We have housing for you. We have a job 
for you. So just show up!” Bye Mom! Bye Dad! I loaded up 
my car and knew I could always go back home if things didn’t 
work out.
Celynn: My parents, Ben and Celine Krueger, landed here 
in 1967. Mom and Dad were from the Midwest and they 
loved skiing so they moved to Colorado. They were living in 
Denver but that just wasn’t close enough. So they were on 
their way to Aspen to look for a job and stopped in Vail just 
to see what was here. They interviewed with Slifer and all 

the big wigs at the Town of Vail and my dad was hired on the 
spot to work at Vail Rec. He built and maintained the Vail 
Golf Course for 25 years.

I grew up in West Vail on Davos Trail and then we moved 
to the Vail Golf course area when I was about 10 or 11 and 
then my parents built a house in Eagle Vail when I was about 
18. I went to Red Sandstone Elementary, Minturn Middle 
and then Battle Mountain. After high school, I left for college 
to live in Oregon and work on a service program called the 
Holy Cross Associates, a program through Notre Dame. 
I lived with seven other people who worked service jobs 
and worked in a homeless shelter. That experience led me 
to work in the mental health realm for another five years. 
I received my master’s degree in Social Work from PSU in 
2000. I have been back in the valley for 22 years; it is home.

HOW DID THE TWO OF YOU MEET?
Celynn: We met in 2003. We have a fun story about being 
on Match.com. I was on Match going out with a few guys. 
My sister, Pavan, was always looking for guys for me. One 
day she called and said I have 2 options for you but I really 
like this one named Scott: he’s deaf, he mountain bikes. And 
he was 95% my match. BUT he had accidentally marked 
“Divorced” and I just didn’t even read the profile as I was 
hesitant to date someone who was divorced.

W

Photo by Family Heirloom Photograpy

Scott: Being deaf, it’s always been hard to hear in bars, 
restaurants, or anywhere that it’s generally loud. Makes for 
many awkward moments when the conversation doesn’t flow 
smoothly. When Celynn and I met online, we wrote each 
other via email for 3 or so weeks, getting to know each other 
before my future sister-in-law set us up on a date. Then we 
met, dated a year, I proposed, got married 9 months later, 
and the rest is history... 

HOW DID YOU LOSE YOUR HEARING?
Scott: I lost my hearing at 3 years old from spinal meningitis. 
I learned enough vocabulary and speaking skills by the time 
I was 3 and then got through a big chunk of my life with 
hearing aids. I am completely deaf in my left ear and I got a 
cochlear implant in my right ear when I was 40, which was 
13 years ago. I can’t say it’s perfect but nothing is... it’s as 
good as I can get and it’s been a good thing.

WHERE HAVE YOU WORKED IN THE VALLEY?
Scott: When I arrived for the first time in October of 1993, 
my first job was at Mid-Vail. I worked in the pasta station, 
which was a very individual station where I could meet 
and interact with customers one-on-one. That started my 
networking and friendship base and helped establish my 
footing for being in Vail long-term. I loved the experience 
of being on the mountain so much that first season that I 
returned for the next several years in different capacities 
and locations, including working at the original Two Elk 

before that burned down in October of 1998. I continued 
working in food and beverage at the new Two Elk until two 
years ago, when I moved on to work at Vail Mountain Coffee 
and Tea. Now I do production in the back, filling orders, 
bagging coffee, grinding, inventory, etc. You can see signs of 
coffee grinds on my fingers!
Celynn: He smells really good every day when he comes 
home before he takes a shower…
Scott: And in the summers, I was working as the landscaper 
at the Sonnenalp Hotel when Celynn and I met. In 2005, we 
combined our love for landscaping and started a landscaping 
business focusing on mowing and flowers.
Celynn: I grew up working on the golf course for my dad and 
have always loved being out in the early mornings, mowing the 
greens. The company is called Grand Traverse Landscaping, 
named after one of our favorite peaks in the valley.
 
A BRIEF PAUSE IN THE CONVERSATION HERE… RING RING! 
Celynn answers a phone call from Scott’s brother’s daughter; 
Scott lost his brother in a house fire in Arkansas five years 
ago. This call from Serena is a pleasant surprise.
Serena: I am getting married July 2 and I would like you to 
walk me down the aisle!
Scott: Oh my gosh. I would love to do that… I would be 
honored. Oh my gosh. Of course!

EVERYONE IN THE ROOM WIPES THEIR EYES A BIT AND 
WE GET BACK TO BUSINESS... 
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Celynn: And in 2008, Mary comes along. Today, she is in 
the 8th grade at St. Clare.

TURNING TO MARY… WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR 
FAVORITE MEMORIES GROWING UP?
Mary: We have gone to Arkansas a lot. And we went to 
Costa Rica when I was in the 5th grade. We travelled a lot 
there and the zipline was cool. And we went to Japan. My 
favorite memory was summitting Mt. Fuji.
Scott: Mt. Fuji is 5,000 vertical feet in 5 miles.
Celynn: It’s like a stairmaster. Mt. Fuji was Scott’s goal for 
his 50th birthday in 2019.

ANY OTHER FAVORITE MEMORIES? 
Scott: The trains.

Mary: Oh yea. The trains. That was your favorite! The 
culture was cool. Everyone was really nice. They spoke 
English and were really helpful. They helped show us where 
to go. It was cool to see how people in other places act.

And going to Alaska on a cruise ship with my 
grandfather in kindergarten. I remember the kids’ club 
thing, that was so fun, there were video games and I met 
a best friend or two and we went to dinner a lot and we 
went to the pool. It’s like a different world. We did whale 
watching and we saw the seals.

WHAT IS YOUR LIFE LIKE DAY TO DAY?
Celynn: I feel like getting Mary everywhere is what 
ties everything together. I have had my grief recovery 
counseling business for almost 11 years but that has 
always been part time. It’s a program that helps you move 

beyond the pain caused by loss. It’s a wonderful 
program that is 6 – 8 weeks long and helps you to say 
goodbye to what has been unresolved after a loss.
And I am very involved with the Vail Valley Vixens 
club. I have been on the board since its inception 8 
years ago and have loved connecting women on their 
bikes.  I ride with the gals every Tuesday and a lot on 
the weekends. Anyone can come and try it out!
Mary: I go to school and I really like writing. I also 
really like art because we have a really fun teacher I 
really like. I have done VPAA (Vail Performing Arts 
Academy) since I was 8. I really like to do that. My 
favorite show was Singing in the Rain because it was 
my first one. I was like a celebrity and I stepped out 
and I had this sparkly dress and the light hit my face 
and I LOVED it!

And I do volleyball, 3 days per week, plus clinics 
and I love that! I am in Club right now and we are a 
travelling team; we are going to Denver, Salt Lake City, 
Florida, and maybe Chicago in June.  
Celynn: From November through April, volleyball is 
kind of our weekend thing instead of skiing. But we love 
hiking and being outdoors without being on the hill.

ARE YOU A CYCLIST AS WELL? 
Scott: Not as much as I was. When our relationship 
was long-distance, I would ride to Glenwood to visit 
Celynn and then ride back the next day.
Celynn: Our first bike together is the tandem bike we 
bought for our wedding present to each other. Over 
the years, I have continued to ride Scott: Today I am 

more into running, hiking, and camping. I haven’t skied in a long 
time but I will break out my snowshoes or run in the snow. Since we 
have lived here, I have spent a lot of time hiking around in the hills 
right here. It’s so close and there are so many options. Hiking and 
reaching summits are my favorite recreational activities these days. 
I love the sense of adventure that hiking brings, being in nature, 
getting exercise, and never quite knowing what I may see along the 
way. Summits are a part of things as well, and hiking is part of the 
trip to get there.

A number of years ago while training for a big mountain race, 
I was heading up towards Grouse Mountain, an obscure mountain 
that’s just a bit above 12,700’ directly south of Beaver Creek Ski Area. 
Because it is “only” 12,700’+, I was not expecting to see anyone else. 
But sure enough, I ran into a middle-aged lady all by herself who 
was hiking down from the summit of Grouse Mountain. After the 

Photo by Family Heirloom Photograpy
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

970-404-8166

CALL US FOR YOUR GLASS NEEDS

THEGLASSGURU.COM
58 Mel Rey Rd, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

S H O W E R  E N C L O S U R E S

G L A S S  R A I L I N G SI N - G L A S S  P E T  D O O R S

F O G G Y W I N D O W  R E PA I R  

initial surprise of actually seeing someone else way out in the 
boondocks, so to speak, I asked her motivation on going for 
this particular mountain. She replied that it was her 782nd 
official Colorado summit out of the top 1,000 in the state. 

It practically floored me, as it takes an incredible amount 
of time and commitment to go for these unique summits. 
Since that meet, I’ve gone for isolated, unique, far away, see 
no people, challenging summits all over the state. It doesn’t 
have to be a 14er to be special in my mind.  

WHO IS THIS? 
This is Joseph. His name is Joey Anthony McClarrinon. 
He is 7. He is very much part of the family. We have had 
him since he was a kitten. (Joey declines to respond to 
Celynn’s encouragement to speak in response to the offer 
of tuna or chicken.)

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT LIVING IN 
SINGLETREE?
Mary: I can walk under the tunnel to the Bookworm or 
something.  I like the tuna appetizer at E-town and I just love 
the Bookworm for the crepes. And it’s warm here.
Celynn: Our life has always been in Edwards. With Mary at 
St. Clare, we drove every day and I would wait in a coffee 
shop for a couple of hours rather than driving back and forth 
to Eagle Vail. Living in Singletree has just made life easier by 
being close to school and Riverwalk and the businesses there 
we love. It’s been a nice transition.
Scott: I love being close to public land and everything that 
offers. Walking through the tunnel, I do enjoy getting a 
bagel once a week at Village Bagel and I can be there and 
back in 20 minutes.

Contact Kathy Kosierowski @ 970-331-7570

Looking for positive training with positive results?

Waggin' Tails Dog Obedience
A Great Place to Build a Lasting Friendship

Waggin' Tails Dog Obedience @kkswaggintails
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PRECIOUS PETS

A HAPPY 
DOG IN  
A JEEP
Living the life of leisure, Dutch loves 
his adventures across Colorado

CONTRIBUTED BY DUTCH AND TREVOR BROERSMA, 
SINGLETREE PET AND RESIDENT

We got Dutch on June 21st, 2018. His arrival 
in itself marked quite the experience. I went 
to Connecticut to get him, and when I was 
going through TSA, his head popped out of 
the bag like a telescope. Ahead of me, there 
was a whole bunch of Girl Scouts on their way 
to a convention and the entire line started a 
commotion because they all wanted to pet him. 
TSA walked over to me and said, “follow me”, 
and Dutch and I got the royal treatment through 
security as well as on the plane. 

My heritage is Dutch and we recently had 
visited the Netherlands, so we thought Dutch 

mtnk-9.com

The dog-friendliest 
shop in the 
Vail Valley

We put our seal of approval on all of the 
high-quality products we carry for your 

favorite four-legged friend.

Traer Creek Plaza
101 Fawcett Rd Unit 165, Avon, CO 81620

(970) 777-0065

Dog Food: 
raw and kibble

Treats: 
dehydrated, 

raw, and frozen

Goat Milk

Bone Broth

Toys

Dog-Friendly CBD

Outdoor Gear: leashes, 
harnesses, backpacks, 

collars, and more

Grooming Tools

Shampoos and 
Conditioners

Self dog wash and a
groomer available!

@mountaink9avon

was fitting for a name. He is a full breed Weimaraner, 
weighs 82 pounds, and is the laziest weim we have ever 
owned or have ever seen! Dutch does not understand the 
concept of running on trails with you, he prefers hiking 
at a leisurely pace. He lives a life most dogs dream of... 
he goes to work with me every day and spends most 
weekends either camping or floating on the river with us.

Dutch will not hesitate to let you know when there 
are large animals nearby on your hike. We were on 
the Wild West trail above Singletree two years ago 
and saw him sniffing out something. All of a sudden, a 
large bobcat jumped over the trail and him. The bobcat 
landed on the other side of the trail, looked at me, 
looked at Dutch, and vanished. It was one of the coolest 
things I have seen in a long time. 

The photo in the crate is a funny story. Dutch hated 
being crate trained so he tore up his bed and he would 
break out of his cage. As we pulled into the garage upon 
returning home, we would watch him on the camera as 
he tried to get back into his cage with no success. You 
could just see his body language change to say, “Oh 
man, I am busted”. To this day, when he knows he has 
been bad, he puts himself in time-out in our powder 
room. Funniest thing you will ever see! 

As long as Dutch is in the car and going somewhere, 
he is a HAPPY dog! He spends a lot of time jeeping with 
Mary Ellen and me. I swear this dog has seen more of 
Colorado than most humans. We look forward to many 
more adventures together…
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SINGLETREE RED JACKETS

DELIVERING THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME
Mountain Hosts and Special Ops provide safety and enjoyment for mountain guests

CONTRIBUTED BY (FRONT) BRUCE CROW, STEVE HOLDEN, (BACK) ANAND KASBEKAR, HELEN BURTON, BRAD 
CONDO, MARTY DVORKIN, AND (NOT PICTURED) BOB ALLSTADT, SINGLETREE RESIDENTS

HELEN BURTON
This is my sixth year as a Mountain Host at Vail and I 
absolutely love it! My initial motivation for becoming a Host 
was for social interaction (I had just retired), but it’s the 
pleasure and satisfaction I get from helping our guests on the 
mountain that keeps me coming back.

No two days are ever alike when you’re a Mountain Host. 
You never know what you’re going to encounter. The day may 
be completely uneventful, other than the usual interactions 
of helping guests find their way around the mountain or 

helping them get back 
onto their skis after a 
fall. But then on your 
last run of the day, you 
may find a guest who 
is physically and/or 
emotionally exhausted 
and at a loss for 
how to get down the 
mountain. And you’ll 
help them - whether 
it be by personally 
guiding them down 
the mountain or by 
calling Ski Patrol for 
assistance and waiting 
with them until they 
arrive. Either way, the 
guest is so relieved 
and appreciative of the 
help you provided - 
you made their day.

My most memorable experience occurred when I found 
two women with their skis off and walking down Swingsville. 
They were beginner skiers and the run was a bit too difficult 
for them. I offered to call Ski Patrol for them to see if Ski 
Patrol could take them off the run in a toboggan. The women 
were a little hesitant at first but then agreed. So Ski Patrol 
brought down a toboggan and then both women were seated 
together - in the single toboggan! They were laughing their 
heads off – both while getting into the toboggan and during 
the ride down. They had so much fun in that toboggan. I bet 
that ride became their most memorable experience at Vail. 
And I even took some pictures for them so they could brag 
about it to their friends!

Besides skiing around on the lookout for guests who 
may need assistance, one of our other responsibilities as 
a Mountain Host is to lead Blue Sky Basin tours. As I tell 
our guests, if you don’t experience the Back Bowls, you’re 
missing out on much of the best of what Vail has to offer. But 
the Back Bowls can be scary and intimidating for first-time 
guests or those who just want to ski blue groomed runs. Our 
tours allow them to experience areas of the mountain they 
otherwise may not ski. On these tours, I’ll have guests tell 
me those runs are some of the best or most enjoyable runs 
they’ve ever skied! Oh, and they love the spectacular views at 
Belle’s Camp.

If you love skiing and want to help visitors from all over 
the world enjoy our mountains as much as we do, then you 
should consider becoming a Mountain Host. It is a truly 
unique and highly rewarding experience.

(And that’s me on the back of our tandem on the Mt. 
Evans Hill Climb with my husband Dave. You might see us on 
our tandem riding through Singletree.)

BRAD CONDO
Please share with us your inspiration for volunteering 
as a Mountain Host: Volunteering brings people 
together and strengthens our community.

Tell us about your most gratifying experience in a Red 
Jacket: Helping visitors enhance their experience at Vail.

In February 2018, Inside Singletree first ran an article to 
introduce the Red Jackets on Vail at the time, followed by a 
second article in April 2019, to feature the volunteer hosts on 
Beaver Creek. Not only has the roster of hosts evolved since  
then, but Vail’s commitment to delivering a first-class guest 
experience has transitioned to provide for distinct roles and 
responsibilities on the hill.

The Mountain Hosts serve as on-skis volunteers devoted 
to improving the quality and safety of the Vail and Beaver 
Creek guest experiences. Hosts conduct the tours on the 
mountain, help with crowd control, and are that “Guest 
Services on the Hill”. Each Mountain Host works a different 
assignment every week and coordinates with Ski Patrol to 

handle on-mountain issues. Vail Hosts work individually, 
carrying a radio; BC Hosts work in pairs. All are a part 
of the National Ski Patrol and receive season passes in 
exchange for committing one day per week.

Special Ops is relatively new and unique to Vail. Requiring 
previous experience as a Host, the role requires added duties 
assisting Lift Services and Ski Patrol with opening, managing, 
and closing the mountain each day. And to make it easy to spot 
who is who, the Hosts wear red pants and the Special Ops 
crew wears black pants!

Here we introduce several Singletree residents who have 
dedicated time and energy this season to assure the safety 
and enjoyment of the guests on Vail and Beaver Creek.

ANAND KASBEKAR
The opportunity to join the Vail Special Ops Team has allowed 
me to learn more about the operations side of Vail Mountain 
while still working closely with our Mountain Hosts. We are 
expected to be on the mountain both in sunny and stormy 
weather, and I enjoy both conditions. The SOP’s position 
and the chance to help our guests while working with other 
departments to ensure the mountain operates smoothly and 
safely has been very rewarding. 

I enjoy trying to make sure 
my coworkers and our guests 
are happy and successful in 
their endeavors. The Mountain 
Host team has a significant 
impact on our guest experience 
and is a great way to learn 
more about Vail in addition to 
a unique opportunity to make 
friends along the way. If you 
are a strong intermediate skier 
or above, then please consider 
joining the team.
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“It is always fun introducing 
first-timers to the mountain 
and fun to share new runs 
and routes with those who 
have been here before.”
– STEVE HOLDEN

MARTY DVORKIN
I joined the Mountain Host Program at Vail six years ago 
after relocating to the Valley from Connecticut. Since my 
wife Terri no longer skis, it was an opportunity for me to get 
out and meet new people, learn the mountain first-hand and 
have a group of new friends to always ski with. I have been 
hosting on Mondays which can be a busy day - particularly at 
the tail end of a three-day weekend or holiday. 

Our team consists of a group of individuals with diverse 
work experiences who, like me, came to the Valley from all 
over the country to be closer to kids and family and to enjoy 
all that the mountains have to offer. My favorite role as a 
Host is as a Mountain Tour Guide. Exploring the mountain 
with newcomers, and sharing the folklore and magnificent 
scenery never gets old. Looking down valley - west toward 
Edwards from the top of Game Creek early in the morning 
- is always a winner. And when a guest from New York asks 
where I live and I casually tell them, ‘Oh, I’m a local’, their 
expression of amazement and jealousy says it all!

STEVE HOLDEN
I started as a Mountain Host in 2013 to 
get me out on the hill on Saturdays. I 
switched over to Special Ops in 2021. 
Over the years, I have worked Friday-
Tuesday and have made a lot of friends 
through the folks on the crew each of 
those days. Every week offers different 
assignments, conditions, guests you 
meet or events that occur. 

Skiers tend to be interesting folks, 
whether local or visiting from out 
of town. It is always fun introducing 
first-timers to the mountain and fun to 
share new runs and routes with those 
who have been here before. Once in a 
while, I even learn something new, like 
the instructor I rode with last week who 
told me about cabins on Vail Mountain 
that I didn’t know had ever existed.

American Plumbing, Heating & Solar is 
a Mitsubishi Diamond Contractor, 

offering the ultimate in home comfort

www.aphsolar.com  •  970-748-8667
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In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no 
ductwork. We provide comfort and filtration 
to every room, with maximum energy 
efficiency for your home. 

A SMART, CLEAN, GREEN
WAY TO HEAT & COOL 

Mention
this ad when 

calling for a $500 
discount on your 

installation.

57 Edwards Access Rd
Edwards, CO 

VailValleyPetGroomers.com

(970) 471-5478
lisa@vailvalleypetgroomers.com

If your pet isn't becoming to you, then you should be coming to us!
Over 30 years of professional experience in all breeds.

A ABOVE THE RESTCUTCUT
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720-933-4275 · mbody.mia@gmail.com
mbodyembody.com

150 E. Beaver Creek Blvd, Unit 204 • Avon, CO 81620

You live here to be active outdoors, but injury and 
chronic pain can sometimes stop you from enjoying 

the fun. Or worse yet derail you completely.

I work with individuals and athletes in personalized 
individual sessions to help restore and heal your body 

using Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy, Polarity 
Therapy, Energy Therapy, and Sports Medicine. 

You live here to be active outdoors, but injury and 
chronic pain can sometimes stop you from enjoying 

the fun. Or worse yet derail you completely.

I work with individuals and athletes in personalized 
individual sessions to help restore and heal your body 

using Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy, Polarity 
Therapy, Energy Therapy, and Sports Medicine. 

Mia Upton, LMT, BCSTMia Upton, LMT, BCST

Your Body Was Designed to Move Without PainYour Body Was Designed to Move Without Pain

Therapeutic Bodywork and Massage Therapy To Restore 
Movement, Heal Your Body & Balance Your Spirit.

M BODY
Rest. Reflect. Release.

• Wills, Advance Directives, Trusts, Powers of Attorney,
   Estate Planning and Administration    
• Small Business and LLC Creation and Operation
• Real Estate Purchase and Sale Transactions 
• Non-Profits Organization and Operation 

The Law Office of
Paul A. Linton, Esq
Now Serving
Singletree & the
Valley ! 

In-person service at competitive rates.
Contact or Schedule an Appointment Today!
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Paul Linton brings
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Open the Door to Possibilities
“For me, providing a ski service to 
enhance the guest experience is a ‘feel-
good’ opportunity that fits comfortably 
into my ‘skier-DNA’.”
– BOB ALLSTADT

“I look forward to continuing to help visitors 
enjoy a positive on-mountain experience..”

– BRUCE CROW

BRUCE CROW
I am a relatively new resident of Singletree, 
having moved here last May, from St 
Louis. I am loving the area as it fits the 
small community environment that I like. I 
decided to volunteer as a Mountain Host at 
Beaver Creek as I was looking for activities 
that would get me out and involved in the 
community. I have volunteered at other 
Vail-related venues and this opportunity 
seemed a great fit for me based on input I 
received from friends who had also been 
Red Jackets in the past.

The Mountain Host experience has met 
my expectations, not only in meeting other 
like-minded people, but also in preparing 
myself through first aid training to assist 
on-mountain as needed. It has been a 
great experience and I look forward to 
continuing to help visitors enjoy a positive 
on-mountain experience.

BOB ALLSTADT
The Mountain Host and Special Operations teams provide 
significant services to Vail’s skiing guests in a very helpful way by 
assisting guests as to how to get around the mountain and to access 
their preferred terrain for the experience they are seeking while 
recognizing skill level, fitness level or elevation acclimation – all 
to provide an ‘Experience of a Lifetime’. Additionally, we provide 
front-side and back-bowl tours as well as history (‘Legacy’) tours.

For me, providing a ski service to enhance the guest experience 
is a ‘feel-good’ opportunity that fits comfortably into my ‘skier-
DNA’. I truly enjoy assisting anyone, anywhere on the mountain, in 
having a wonderful day, to help them find a missing buddy, retrieve 
a lost ski pole, or simply pick up pieces of trash on the mountain.

I have dedicated over 5 decades to this industry (professionally) 
and as a member of the Special Ops team, I appreciate the simple 
rewards that I often receive from the guest – whether a ‘thank-
you’ from those in the singles’ line who recognize how the Ops 
crew efficiently keeps the 6-pack chairs at full capacity during 
busy times, or the first-timers ever at Vail who appreciate the 
recommendations as to where to ski and to then see them later in 
the day when they let me know I helped to “make their day”.

The most significant duty for Special Ops is to be at-the-
assist to the Ski Patrol by traffic-blocking to assure they have 
a safe environment to attend to their important role. Early in 
my tenure on the Special Ops crew, while monitoring the Patrol 
radio and hearing of a medical emergency, I learned the patrol 
had 4 sleds ganged-up (outrigger sleds for patrollers to take turns 
administering life-saving actions) while lead and tail patrollers 
kept the sleds under control. The Ops crew monitored the 
prescribed sled path and went into action to block any intersecting 
trails and to prevent anyone from proceeding from behind in order 
to get the injured guest down to a waiting transport vehicle.

What truly makes this special to me is the camaraderie and 
cordiality extended throughout the entire Host and Ops staff.
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HOUSE & HOME

Small Changes. Huge Impact.
Todd Biekkola modernizes a 1980’s condo for updated aesthetics and enhanced functionality

CONTRIBUTED BY TODD BIEKKOLA, 
SINGLETREE RESIDENT

As an architect, I have often heard the phrase,” I have 
wanted to remodel our home for years, but I don’t know 
where to begin,” from friends and neighbors. Many people 
have purchased new homes over the last couple of years 
or have been in their current homes for several years 
and would like to make some modifications or updates. 
Sometimes the changes can be small: some new furniture, 
new paint or new appliances. A more involved remodel 
could include removing an interior wall(s) that enclose the 
kitchen to open up the floor plan to the dining area and 
great room, often called an open concept. 

If your home checks most of your wish list boxes: great 
views, plentiful sunshine, wonderful neighbors, and the 
occasional wildlife passing through your yard, but your house 
seems to be bursting at its seams or is simply not functioning 
optimally, a more extensive remodel to modernize the existing 
floor plan and potentially add square footage might be in order. 

Over my 30 years in the business, I have advised 
clients that it is often best practice to engage with a design 
professional (an architect or interior designer) as soon as 
they decide they want to begin planning their project. You 
may be concerned that an architect will contribute additional 
costs to your project. While it’s true that hiring a design 

professional does include an additional project cost, hiring 
an architect can actually save you money. 

During the design process, an architect listens to the 
homeowner’s dreams and translates those words into 
construction drawings. The construction drawings are a 
set of instructions used by a contractor to ensure that your 
project will become a reality. In addition, and maybe more 
importantly, successful construction drawings and extensive 
project planning by an architect can help avoid potential 
costly changes and schedule delays once construction begins. 

My husband and I recently completed a remodel of our 
Singletree home. As an architect, we were fortunate to 
know where to start and how to navigate the process to 
make our wish list come to reality. Our remodel included 
some small changes that had major impacts on the finished 
product. Our place was a dated 1980’s condo that had the 
original finishes throughout: worn carpeting, an inefficient 
kitchen layout, mismatching appliances, an original 
dishwasher, and dated bathrooms, including a shower 
that we called the ‘car wash’ because it had so many water 
nozzles sending water into all corners of the tile shower. 
There wasn’t a coat closet at the entry and the openings 
between rooms were small and narrow.

Our first priority was to create an efficient kitchen 
layout. We found the existing floor plans and I was able 
to draw the rooms to scale. An architect will study the 
relationships between different rooms as a whole, including 
circulation and how each space works individually. Our 
existing kitchen had a corner sink, a refrigerator that blocked 
the circulation into the space when the doors were open, and 
only a small counter for food prep. Once we had the existing 
drawings, we were able to sketch out (many, many) many 
options to study the kitchen separately and how it would 
relate to the dining area and living room beyond.

We had one corner bump into the kitchen from our 
bedroom that seemed to interrupt the back countertop. This 
corner from the bedroom side didn’t provide any significant 
advantages, so we removed six square feet from our bedroom 
and enlarged our kitchen. This is an example of a ‘small’ move 
that had a large impact on the kitchen. Now the refrigerator 
and range are on the back wall and the sink is in the peninsula 
with seating, resulting in a more efficient layout and more 
counter prep space. New cabinets, appliances, countertops, 
tile backsplash and pendant lighting created a new kitchen 
that allows the two of us to prepare meals at the same time. 
We also added a pantry for additional storage with a coat 
closet on the back side of the pantry.

Another small change that had a significant impact on 
the circulation and feel of the space included enlarging 
the opening from the kitchen to the guest bedroom, guest 
bath and laundry. Previously there was an arched opening 
to squeeze through to get to these rooms. We widened the 
existing opening and increased the height of the new opening 
as well. Now these spaces feel much more accessible and 
integrated into the main spaces. We replaced all the finishes 
in the primary and guest bathrooms, adding a second sink 
and a steam shower to our primary bathroom to enjoy after 
those cold days skiing.

The old worn carpet was replaced with White Oak wood 
floors. The original heavy textured walls were sanded and 
smoothed to create a more modern look next to the new 
single-panel doors. Finally, because we were investing in 
the remodel and knew that we wouldn’t likely do another 
remodel here in the future, we replaced all the windows and 
exterior doors, installed new LED lighting throughout, and 
added a new gas fireplace and air conditioning as well.

So, once we had the design drawings with our intended 
scope of work, how did we navigate the next steps in the 
process? An architect can help identify and interview 
potential contractors based on how closely their work 
experience on past projects correlates to your project. 
Fortunately, we found a contractor that was interested 
in our project and had time available in their schedule. 
The contractor helped create a budget for the work we 
envisioned. As the construction documents progressed and 
more details and finish selections were finalized (flooring, 
tile, cabinets, appliances, plumbing fixtures, etc), the budget 
became more specific and accurate.

Because our scope of work included moving plumbing 
and replacing windows and doors, we needed to submit our 
drawings to the Singletree Property Owners Association 
(“SPOA”), followed by the Singletree Design Review 
Committee (“DRC”). The DRC reviews any proposed 
changes to the exterior, including but not limited to, 
impacts to the site coverage, building height, new exterior 
materials, including windows and doors, changes to 
the existing paint/stain colors and any major landscape 
modifications. The DRC has design regulations that 
“encourage the individual expression of the Singletree 
design philosophy by providing an outline of basic and 
simple criteria for good design.” An architect is typically 
familiar with the Design Guidelines for each local Design 
Review Committee. This knowledge and familiarity with the 

The kitchen prior to renovation

A new fireplace serves as the 
centerpiece for the living area The vintage 80s fireplace
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Grazing Boards • Meal Boards • Boxed Lunches • Gift Boxes
Freshly Made Deli Items & Artisan Colorado Products
[ Delivering East Vail to Edwards 7 days a week ]

970-279-1342 | TheGrazingFox.com | @thegrazingfox

Singletree Real Estate Activity

HappyInVail.com

Happy Power
hpower@slifer.net

970.331.8196

*Properties active, under contract and sold 01.15.23-02.15.23            

A resident of the neighborhood since 1995, 
Happy is your "in-house" expert. So if you are 
considering selling your Singletree home this 
year and looking to purchase within the 
neighborhood or anywhere else in the Valley, 
please call her. She would love to help!

Ac�ve  81 Lariat Road B Duplex 4 3 2005 Unfurnished  $1,500,000.00   $748.13  77 - - -

  40 Miller Place Single Family 5 5 3863 Unfurnished  $2,950,000.00   $763.66  63 - - -

  140 Charolais Circle Duplex 4 3 2543 Furnished  $1,995,000.00   $784.51  43 - - -

Closed  81 Lariat Road A Duplex 4 3 2257 Unfurnished  $1,395,000.00   $618.08  135  $1,310,000.00   $580.42  2/9/2023

  110 Charolais Circle Duplex 3 3 2120 Unfurnished  $1,500,000.00   $707.55  78  $1,400,000.00   $660.38  2/14/2023

Status  Property Address Property Subtype Beds Baths Square  Furnished Lis�ng Price List  Days  On Sold Price Sold  Dates Sold
      Feet   Price/SqFt Market  Price/SqFt  

Design Guidelines are critical to submitting drawings for 
DRC approval successfully.

Once the project obtains the required SPOA and 
DRC approvals, the contractor or architect will submit 
the approved construction documents to Eagle County 
for a building permit. The county will review the drawings 
for compliance with the applicable Building Codes and issue 
a building permit with compliance. Once you have a building 
permit, construction can finally begin!

When construction is complete, the final outcome 
represents the ultimate culmination of the design team’s 
collaboration with the homeowner. If your dreams of a 

remodel or new construction are stalled, reach out to a 
design professional. We are happy to listen and help you 
with that first step.

To learn more about the remodel or new construction 
process and how Todd can assist you, please visit  
www.sipesarchitects.com or contact him at Sipes 
Architects at 970-315-0080.

Another view of a new light bright ktichen

The original kitchen featuring the 
mismatched appliances

The bathroom 
of days past.

The new and improved bathroom

If your dreams of a remodel or new 
construction are stalled, reach out to 
a design professional. We are happy to 
listen and help you with that first step.
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KIDS’  CORNER

Little 
Sister 
Addie 
Takes the 
Spotlight
CONTRIBUTED BY ADDIE KALACHEVA, 
SINGLETREE RESIDENT

Last month we had the pleasure of 
meeting Kaya Halacheva in Kids’ 
Corner. Not to be outdone by her big 
sister, Addie Halacheva was more 
than ready to take the stage for her 
interview to share with us her story!

Did I hear you are going to be 5 years 
old? I am ALREADY 5!

And where do you go to school? ECCA. 
In kindergarten.

What are your favorite things to do in 
kindergarten? Recess, lunch, and math.

What is your favorite thing to do 
at recess? Go outside and build a 
snowman. Also I like to play monkey 
bars, and two slides, and a rainbow 
ladder, and also we like have a little 
ladder so we don’t have to take the 
stairs and we can just go up the middle 
and go on the monkey bars. But I don’t 
go on the monkey bars because they are 
too high.

What’s your favorite lunch? Pasta 
and my most favorite snack is grapes, 
raspberries, strawberries, and 
mandarins… AND a BANANA!

What’s your favorite color? ALL the 
colors of the rainbow. I can’t pick. 
They’re too beautiful.

What is your favorite animal? Bunnies, 
unicorns, puppies, kitties, and snakes 
and spiders.

If you could be any animal, what 
would it be? A bunny. Because it can 
hop really high and if something was 
trying to get me, I would just hop 
really high. I could have been a puppy, 
a bunny, a kittie, or maybe a baby fox, 
a baby turtle, or maybe a little spider 
or a baby snake. Any animal but a 
baby animal.

Do you like jungle animals? Jaguars, 
cheetahs, monkeys. And peacocks 
because they look like a rainbow. And 
bunnies. Also I don’t think you believe 
but I believe it, zebras and giraffes.

Do you do dance like Kaya? Tap and 
dance and ballet. And ice skating. I also 
do ski. Ballet, tap, and dance, and also 
ice skating, gymnastics, and skis.

What are your favorite memories from 
Mexico? Going down the slide and the 
water park. And also when we got off 
the boat and we saw the really tiny 
fishes in the ocean.

What did Santa Claus bring you this 
year? I got a Barbie camper, a Gabby 
dollhouse, and 2 putties, and a walkie-
talkie. And also I didn’t get the Gabby 
dollhouse because I slept in my room, 
I got it because I just wanted it and I 
called Santa. I called Santa and he said, 
“Ho Ho Merry Christmas. Listen to 
your Mom and Dad.”

Did you make cookies for Santa? Yes. 
Also, I helped decorate the cookies 

but Kaya didn’t let me cut the cookies. 
[To Kaya] And you didn’t let me put 
frosting on. 

What’s the best thing about being 
Kaya’s little sister? That I really get 
attention all the time and I like being 5 
because when you are 5, you get to go 
to little cozy costumes, and little cozy 
stuff, and you can have more fun and 
you get to go outside for recess because 
I got to have pajama day [she says 
proudly in her unicorn pajamas].

What’s the best thing about having 
Kaya as a big sister? She always gets 
things for me so I don’t have to climb. 
When stuff is too high and I feel like I 
am going to fall, she helps me.

What is the best thing about being a 
big sister to Max? I got to be the boss 
of Maxie.

Do you like being a younger sister or 
a big sister better? Younger sister 
better. Not only because I get the 
attention but because you love me so 
much [to Kaya]. Mostly I love both of 
them the same and also he is so nice 
but she is nicer than he is. What I can 
do for my siblings… I kiss them and 
hug them, and I can call Mommie when 
they need help. 

What else would you like to share with 
us? You haven’t asked me what is my 
favorite part of winter. Ice skating, 
skiing, and being inside a snow globe. 
I like about winter when we make 
snowmans, go sledding, and make 
cupcakes out of snow. I can teach you 
one day when you come over. And also, 
my most most MOST MOST MOST 
favorite part is when you have like 
stuff, a sled and also, I fly down and 
it’s really fun. And the last favorite 
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V

• Mobile Pet Service
• Emergency Calls

• Private Home Visits
• Check Ups & Exams

• Dental Exams
• Blood Work
• Acupuncture

• Laser Therapy:
Arthritis, Back Pain,

Lesions & More

Patients!
Weour

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970-926-2888
www.alpineambiance.com

        

RETRACTABLE SCREEN DOORS
SPRING IS HERE!

~ Free estimates

~ We Come to You! 

~ Exceptional Service since 1991

~ Repairs & expert installation

Expires 4/30/23
*must present offer at

time of purchase

Hunter Douglas blinds/shades & custom draperies 
Special 
Savings!

The Dog Walking Service for 
Eagle County’s Best Pups.
We don’t rest until their tails are wagging!

“If you’re looking for an amazing dog 
walker, look no further.”

-Ashley R.

(786) 537 5869
GoldenTailsDogWalking.com

EXPERT SERVICE • ECO-FRIENDLY • CLEANING PRODUCTS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE! (970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

CORPORATE & BUSINESS WEEKLY DEALS
CALL FOR PRICES!

Zino Ristorante  |  The Riverwalk  |  27 Main Street  |  Edwards CO
OPEN NIGHTLY AT 5PM

970-926-0777 ~ ZinoRistorante.com

ADAM SALVAGGIO
General Manager

NICK HALEY
Executive Chef/Co-Owner

thing is having hot chocolate, 
marshmallows, and cookies 
around the fire. 

I do need to leave in about 15 
minutes to let my dog out so 
what else would you like to tell 
me? But I want to keep going 
on… Don’t you have a husband 
who can take out the dog or 
take to dog camp or something?

What do you want to be 
when you grow up? Like to 
work? I can’t pick, but mostly 
whatever she [Kaya] wants to 
do, I might not do. Maybe a 
dentist or a doctor. 

If you could say anything to 
adults, what piece of advice 
would you tell them? I would 
say, “Why are you not in the 
room? You go upstairs in your 
room.” Why don’t they do it 
instead of staying downstairs 
and talking on the phone?
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MARK WURZER JOINS FORCES  
WITH VVCF TO MAKE IT HAPPEN

The Vail Valley Community Foundation works to conquer the challenges of 
food insecurity, health care, and community leadership for people of color

CONTRIBUTED BY MARK WURZER, SINGLETREE RESIDENT
ARTICLE WRITTEN BY TIM SWIFT, SINGLETREE RESIDENT

WHO’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE

From L to R: Verya Gamboa, 
Market Operations 
Manager, Melina Valsecia, 
EVCF Exec Director, and 
Mark Wurzer

In early 2015, Singletree resident and 
publisher of the Vail Daily News, Mark 
Wurzer, was invited along with other 
community leaders to a meeting at Red 
Sky Ranch. Mike Rushmore, a local 
entrepreneur, had convened the group 
with the express purpose of identifying 
the substantial challenges faced by many 
Eagle County residents and developing 
an organization and/or a plan to help 
those residents meet and conquer those 
challenges. The result of this daylong 
meeting was the creation of the Eagle 
Valley Community Foundation. The 
assembled group brainstormed all 
day and finally settled on three basic 
challenges and the means of addressing 
them: food insecurity, health care, and 
community leadership for people of 
color. Inspired and called to action, 
Mark joined the board of the newly 
established Community Foundation and 
remains an active member today.

I recently had the opportunity to 
meet with Mark and Melina Valsecia, the 
Executive Director of the Foundation and 
Veyra Gamboa, the operations manager 
of the Market at one of its most important 
assets, the Edwards Community Market. 
The market was established in 2018 as 
a means of directly addressing the food 
insecurity issue that is all too prevalent 
in our community. It is a totally free 
market that offers fresh and nourishing 
food to families in need. The Market’s 
customers are offered barrier-free access 
to foods of their choosing and in this way 
differs markedly from the food banks that 
operate locally. Rather than getting a pre-
boxed selection of canned or packaged 
foods, the Community Market offers the 
opportunity for customers to peruse the 
goods available and pick only what they 
need - all free of charge. This opportunity 
empowers our neighbors through choice.

Mark and Melina’s commitment 
to and enthusiasm for the work of 
the Foundation became obvious from 
the moment we sat down to talk. The 
facts they presented about the needs 
of so many in our community were 
truly startling. Over 3,000 households 
representing 12,000 people, take 
advantage of the Community Market 
each month; more than 8,700 Eagle 
County residents are currently dealing 
with food insecurity. At the start of 
2020, only 16.5% of the jobs in Eagle 
County actually paid a living wage 
which is one of the lowest percentages 
of any county in the country, and the 
local cost of health care is a burden 
that often means that too many of our 
residents receive no healthcare at all.

The Community Market does an 
incredible job of addressing the food 
insecurity issues faced by so many, 
but not without a lot of help from 
private businesses. Our local markets, 
including City Market and Safeway 
as well as Costco, and several local 
restaurants are part of a network of 
food suppliers that donate everything 
from fresh produce and bread to shelf-
stable items. In addition to the local 
markets, ranchers provide 6,000 to 

7,000 pounds of fresh ground beef to 
the Community Market every month. 
The cost of this generosity is offset 
by government programs that provide 
direct payments to the participating 
ranchers. The net result of this effort 
is a strong supply of healthy grocery 
items to feed our neighbors most in 
need, but they could always use  
more donations.

In addition to providing food at no 
cost, the Community Market makes a 
substantial contribution to reducing food 
waste in the Valley. Were it not for the 
Community Market, a lot of fresh food 
items that are approaching but not yet 
past their expiration date would end up 
in the dumpsters behind the markets and 
restaurants, and eventually, the landfill. 
It’s truly a win-win situation. There 
is now a second location in Gypsum 
to provide maximum convenience for 
Community Market customers.

Beyond providing food through 
the Market, the EVCF also works with 
students who owe money to the local 
schools because of their inability to 
pay for their daily lunch at school. The 
Foundation provides financial support 
to these students so they can pay off 
their lunch debt.
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The second area of focus identified 
at the 2017 meeting at Red Sky was 
the lack of affordable health care. The 
Foundation’s solution to this issue was 
every bit as creative as the founding 
of the Community Market. They 
developed MIRA (Mobile Intercultural 
Resource Alliance), a 40’ RV tricked 
out with all that is needed to literally 
bring health care to those who need it 
most. MIRA means “look” or “vision” in 
Spanish and it was developed through 
a strong partnership with Vail Health 
and Eagle County Government. This 
partnership put MIRA on the road.

MIRA is a rolling asset that 
provides culturally relevant health care 
screening and treatments as well as 
connects residents to health education 
programs all free of charge - thanks 
to the Community Health Programs of 
Vail Health.

The last, but not least, part of this 
community-focused troika is Elevar, a 
funding program designed to support 
not-for-profit leadership capacity for  
the Latinx community and people 

of color. Elevar trains local leaders 
in the skills necessary to help their 
communities help themselves through 
grantmaking and community-focused 
investments. Elevar creates a connection 
point between the community and 
available financial resources and local 
not-for-profits. The ultimate goal of 
Elevar is to develop an effective, in 
the Foundation’s words, “leadership 
pipeline”, which will empower the 
community to stand on its collective feet 
and march forward together.

If you look around just a bit, it 
is easy to see that just below our 
picturesque landscape there are 
thousands of residents who keep 
our Valley humming yet struggle to 
afford to live, eat, or stay healthy 
here. It is the chosen role of the 
Eagle Valley Community Foundation 
to work tirelessly to alleviate these 
pressures and they are making great 
strides. Through the Community 
Market, MIRA, and Elevar as well as 
the extraordinary efforts of Melina 
Valsecia, Veyra Gamboa, Mark Wurzer 
and the entire EVCF staff and Board of 
Directors plus the strong partnership 
with Vail Health, real progress is being 
made every day.

If you want to help in any way from 
becoming a donor to volunteering, 
please access the Foundation’s website: 
www.eaglevalleycf.org. At the very 
least, the website will provide you with 
the complete scope of the good work the 
Eagle Valley Community Foundation has 
been doing since that pivotal meeting in 
Red Sky not too many years ago.



ALSO OFFERING:
ANTI-AGING RESURFACING
BODY CONTOURING
COSMETIC INJECTIONS
MEDICAL GRADE SKIN CARE
TEETH WHITENING

205 E Chambers Ave (lower level)  |  Eagle, CO

Prepare for swimsuit season now!
Schedule your Laser Hair Removal Appointment Today
Visit alpinelasereagle.com or Call 970-328-7546
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