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IT'S HOT OUT THERE!
WANT

AIR CONDITIONING?

CALL PSI
970-926-0500

Plumbing Systems Inc.
970-926-0500
www.psivail.com

���������������������
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mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339
Spas ~ Pools ~ Grills ~ Fitness ~ Saunas ~ Design & Build

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Over 40 Years of
Service Excellence
Clean, Running, Ready!

The most experienced spa & pool
service department around!

KATHY KOSIEROWSKI

970-331-7570
KATHYK@KKSWAGGINTAILS.COM

WAGGIN'  TAILS  DOG  OBEDIENCE, LLC
SERVICES

1:1 Training Sessions      Group Puppy Classes      In-home Consultations/Trainings
Doggie Daycare      Puppy Jamboree      Overnight Boarding

 SUMMER SPECIAL FOR SINGLETREE RESIDENTS!
$60 o� my regular 4-session series price.

Call or text for details.
Must mention this ad to receive discount.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as Inside Singletree, is owned by 
The N2 Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, 
or homeowners association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and 
opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain 
solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The paid advertisements contained 
within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2. 

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers 
may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

I M P O R TA N T 
I N FO R M AT I O N

REA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

ADVERTISING MANAGER            

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER  
& VIDEOGRAPHER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

Holly Proctor | 303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@familyheirloomphotography.com

Renee Nelson | 307-241-0218
renee.nelson@n2pub.com

Jordan Bonta | 970-376-8241
hello@jordanbonta.com

The Residents of Singletree

MEDICAL
Vail Health
Emergency
Edwards Medical Campus
Eagle Valley Behavioral Health

SINGLETREE
Management Office

EAGLE COUNTY
Administration
Airport Administration
Animal Services and Shelter
Assessor
Bus Schedules
Clerk and Recorder
Finance
General Information
Motor Vehicles
Voter Information

SCHOOLS
Battle Mountain High School
Berry Creek Middle School
Eagle County Charter Academy
Edwards Elementary School
Homestake Peak School
June Creek Elementary School
Red Canyon High School
St. Clare of Assisi School
Stone Creek Charter School 
Vail Christian Academy
Vail Mountain School
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy

UTILITIES 
Black Hills Energy
Holy Cross Energy 
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District
Comcast Service Center
CenturyLink
Vail Honeywagon

970-476-2451
970-476-8065
970-569-7520
844-493-8258

970-926-2611

970-328-8604
970-328-2680
970-328-3647
970-328-8640
970-328-8640
970-328-8710
970-328-3510
970-328-8600
970-328-8500
970-328-8715

970-328-2930
970-328-2960
970-926-0656
970-328-2970
970-328-2940
970-328-2980
970-328-2852
970-926-8980
970-569-3327 
970-926-3015
970-476-3850
970-328-2830

888-890-5554
970-949-5892
970-476-7480
888-824-4010
855-707-4993
970-476-3511

Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2022 The N2 Company, Inc.

strollmag.com
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood vendor to use. Get to know the businesses who make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mr. Appliance of Vail, Aspen & 

Glenwood Springs
(970) 235-2325
MrAppliance.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Gerber Glass & Collision

(970) 949-1868
www.gerbercollision.com

AUTO REPAIR
Leadfoot Linda’s
(970) 476-1810

leadfootlindas.com

CATERING / GRAB & GO
Lauren’s Kitchen
(970) 446-6917

LaurensKitchenEdwards.com

CATERING / GRAZING BOARDS
Mountain Pine Grazing Company

(970) 376-4625
grazewellvail.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Avail Soft Tissue & Spine

(970) 328-2884
www.availsoft tissue.com

DOG TRAINING & BOARDING
Waggin’ Tails Dog Obedience LLC

(970) 331-7570

FINE ART FRAMING & CUSTOM MIRRORS
Avon Frame Shoppe

(970) 845-9556
avonframeshoppe.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
CKaceeGo LLC

(970) 390-3375
www.ckaceego.com

HOT TUB SERVICE & REPAIR
The Hot Tub Guy
(970) 331-3822
thehottubguy.net

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance

(970) 845-8910
agents.farmers.com/lfroman

INTERIOR DESIGN
LA Studio & Co.
(970) 390-9182

www.lastudioco.com

INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Edward Jones Investments

Jeremy Lepore
(970) 376-7590 (cell)

(970) 926-1728 (office)
EdwardJones.com/Jeremy-Lepore

LASER, BODY CONTOURING & SKIN CARE
Alpine Laser Clinic

(970) 328-7546
www.alpinelasereagle.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Security National Mortgage Company

Bonnie Marlette
(970) 331-2919

www.snmc.com/lo/bonniemarlette

PET FOOD, SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
Mountain K-9

(970) 777-0065
www.mtnk-9.com

PET GROOMING
Vail Valley Pet Groomers

(970) 471-5478
www.vailvalleypetgroomers.com

PHARMACY & GIFTS
Vail Valley Pharmacy

(970) 569-4150
vailvalleypharmacy.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Family Heirloom Photography

(970) 445-0750
FamilyHeirloomPhotography.com

PLUMBING / HVAC / SOLAR
American Plumbing, Heating & Solar

(970) 748-8667
www.aphsolar.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/
DRAIN CLEANING

Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS, LEISURE AND FITNESS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa

(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Alida Zwaan
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

KW Mountain Properties
Leslie Grooters

(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

LIV Sotheby’s International Realty
Andie Ohde

(970) 471-5233
VailAreaRealEstate.com

RE/MAX ELEVATE VAIL VALLEY
Cynthia Kruse

(970) 766-7355
www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Slifer, Smith & Frampton
Happy Power

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Gold Moon Cleaning Services

(970) 471-2762
goldmooncleaning.com

Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

RESTAURANT
Zino Ristorante
(970) 926-0777

www.zinoristorante.com

RETAIL
Remix Consignment

(970) 855-0049
www.theremix.shop

ROOFING
Johnson Roofing & Restoration LLC

(303) 719-7663
roofsbyjohnson.com

TREE CARE & REMOVAL
Brush Creek Landscaping & Tree Service

(844) 582-6904
www.bcltrees.com

Old Growth Tree Service
(970) 401-0274

www.oldgrowth-tree.com

VETERINARIAN
Vail Valley Vet

(970) 376-0676

WINDOW CLEANING
Summit Squeegee Boys

(970) 368-2588
summitsqueegeeboys.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Shadey Deals

(970) 376-2588
alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE
Blitz Boutique

(970) 476-3999
www.blitzvail.com

WOOD FLOORING
Just Wood LLC

(970) 333-3657

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Come In for Pairing Advice
Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

4 Sommeliers on Staff
10% Off Every Case of Wine

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com
970-926-8111
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publisher’s note

Singletree Residents!Singletree Residents!Singletree Residents!
August is here, and while for many, this month means the lazy 
days of summer, here in the Vail Valley, we are anything but 
lazy. There is still plenty of hiking, fishing, cycling, golf, tennis, 
and pickleball — to name a few — to be enjoyed!

I am thrilled to introduce the Dienst family. After a brief 
stint in Vail in 1994, Ryan vowed to return to the Vail Valley at 
some point. Nearly 20 years later, Georgi and Ryan, together 
with three children and two giant, lovable English Cream 
Golden Retrievers, are happy to be living atop Singletree on 
Saddle Road.

Kathy Mikolasy arrived in the Vail Valley in 1996, bringing 
with her a love of horses, which ultimately led to the unique 
opportunity for her to combine the two great passions in her 
life: horses and helping others. Add to that her role as a ski 
coach for Special Olympics, and her commitment to helping 
emotionally or physically challenged kids has touched the lives 
of many in the Vail Valley. Jade Ohde, Jeff Douglas, and Sara 
Haeffner are avid athletes who enthusiastically compete as 
Barracudas, Back Bowlers, or cyclists on the Wolf Pack Team. 

When it comes to impact, there are many families 
and individuals who, since 1962, have contributed to 
making Vail what it is today. Tom Boyd has filled a 
number of roles, today as the director of public relations 
and communications for the Vail Valley Foundation, 
to carry on the spirit and commitment of his parents, 
Susan and Steve (aka Louie), to promote and build our 
community. We are grateful for the Boyd family legacy in 
the Vail Valley. 

Get out there and enjoy August! 
And when you enjoy a quiet 
moment, I hope you enjoy these 
articles and more in this issue of 
your neighborhood magazine.

Holly Proctor
Area Director
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Hello,

GOLF FOR GOOD! 
SUPPORT SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 

SEXUAL ABUSE, STALKING, AND TRAFFICKING

What: 23rd Annual Aces & Eagles Golf Scramble
When: Monday, September 22, 2022
Where: Country Club of the Rockies

Sponsorships starting at $500 / Register your team today

Visit mybrightfuture.org/golf for details 

you are invited
JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE AT MANGAT 
COPIT PLASTIC SURGERY AND SKIN CARE
Come and Meet Our Team of Providers
Thursday, September 8, 2022 
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
1060 West Beaver Creek Boulevard, Avon

• Light fare and beverages will be served
• Special offers and prizes for Face and Body 
Enhancement for Singletree residents only
• Complementary Consultations offered

RSVP by Wednesday, August 31, 2022 to 
insidesingletreersvp.com or 303-859-3369.

Olga Barron 
Photographer

Deb Robbins 
Content Advisor

Tim Swift    
Resident Writer

contributorsAUGUST

Kathy Mikolasy    
Who’s Making  

a Difference

Jim Knez    
Singletree Trails

Robin  
Dillon-Zupancic    

Sponsor Spotlight

Sara Haeffer    
Athlete Spotlight

Jeff Douglas    
Athlete Spotlight

Jade Ohde   
Athlete Spotlight

Tom Boyd    
Vail Valley Legacy

Carrie and  
Mae Benway    
Precious Pets

Your personal Singletree publication is BY YOU and FOR 
YOU, and it is not possible without YOUR stories and 
photos! MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS. KIDS’ CORNER. 
PRECIOUS PETS. TRAVEL TALES. WHO’S MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE. ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT. WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW? AND MORE.

We are always seeking new articles to keep your 
magazine fresh and relevant every month. Please 
contribute your story or nominate a friend or 
neighbor to participate in an upcoming issue. 
Email holly.proctor@n2co.com to participate in 
your Singletree magazine! 

Ryan and 
Georgi Dienst   

Meet Your Neighbors
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singletree trails

Knob Hill!

Contributed by Jim Knez, Singletree Resident

Many thanks to our Singletree crew of volunteers for offering 
their time and energy to complete the project on the Knob Hill 
Trail in May. Your work provides the opportunity for all of us to 
experience and enjoy our neighborhood trails!

HAPPY HOUR!

GREAT WORK
on

DON’T MISS Flamingo FridayFlamingo Friday
FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2022

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
HOSTED BY DENA AND MIKE RAITMAN

110 HOWARD ROAD

Finish your week and start your weekend right with friends 
and neighbors in Singletree!

Beverages and light snacks will be provided by your host, or 
feel free to BYO.

Contact hollyproctor@n2co.com if you would like to learn about 
hosting a future Flamingo Friday! 

Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 Berry Creek Road at the Community Center

www.singletreetoday.com

See you there!

Singletree's

Summer Party
Join your  neighbors for  d inner and dr inks!

Saturday,  August  20 4PM -  7PM

RSVP Manager@singletreetoday.com
by August 12, 2022 

Guests welcome at  $25/guest  -  prepayment required.
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#1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE 
IN THE UNITED STATES!

Leslie Grooters
KW Luxury Broker
Vail Market Center
970.376.0705 
leslieg@kw.com

Scan here
to view all
properties

THE SUMMER
SELLING SEASON

IS HERE AND
BUYERS ARE

LOOKING FOR
HOMES.

D
on

' t
    

  m
iss the mark

! 

����������������
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Your
Caring 
Veterinarian

• Mobile Pet Service
• Emergency Calls

• Private Home Visits
• Check Ups & Exams

• Dental Exams
• Blood Work
• Acupuncture

• Laser Therapy:
Arthritis, Back Pain,

Lesions & More

Patients!
Weour

We pride ourselves on 
providing our customers 
with the atmosphere & 
customer service of a 

high-end boutique but with 
a�ordable, consignment 

store prices!

Riverwalk Shopping Center  //  970-855-0049
137 MAIN ST- SUITE C102  //  EDWARDS, CO 81632
Stop in & see us anytime!  //  Mon to Sat 10AM – 6PM

105 Edwards Village Blvd, POB 2868 · suite #G107

vailvalleypharmacy.com
(970) 569-4150

OUR HOURS: M-F, 9am – 7pm · Sat., 9am – 6pm
Closed on Sundays and Holidays

COMPOUNDS - IMMUNIZATIONS - NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE
SKIN CARE - SUPPLEMENTS – GIFTS – WINE – TOYS

Gift, toys
and so much 

more!!!
Your one stop shop
for last minute gifts.
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DIENST
meet your neighbors

Photography by Family Heirloom Photography

Ryan and Georgi Dienst decided to try moving to the Vail Valley from North Carolina for “one year” 
in June 2014 with their 3 kids, Becker, Alexandra (Alex) and Mac. Ryan had lived in Vail for a year 

in 1994 after graduating from college and as he drove East over Vail pass moving back to NC, he 
vowed to come back some day. Right about 20 years later, he was driving back West with his family 

of five plus one very excited golden retriever! 

R YA N ,  G E O R G I ,  B E C K E R ,  A L E X  A N D  M A C

After spending many vacations in Vail, winter and 
summer, Ryan and Georgi felt called to raise their kids 
in the Vail Valley. Ryan was traveling for work so could 
do that from anywhere and their oldest child was going 
into 6th grade so they decided it was perfect timing. They 
put in their lottery application at Eagle County Charter 
Academy (ECCA) and decided if they got in, it was a sign 
for them to move. Well… they did and now their youngest 
son will be going into 8th grade at ECCA this fall. 

Ryan grew up in Charlotte, NC and Georgi in Boone, 
NC. They both attended the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill for undergrad and Ryan also for business 
school. Leaving the state where they both grown up, 
gone to college and had their entire family was way out 
of their comfort zone but they both felt like the benefits 
outweighed the risks. 

After leaving Vail in 1995, Ryan started a 
homebuilding company in Charlotte, NC, with his mom, 
which he was part of for 10 years. While working as a 
homebuilder, he realized he wanted to learn more about 
running a business so went back to UNC-Chapel Hill to 
earn his MBA. Post homebuilding, Ryan developed an 
interest in the medical industry and started an imaging 
company that focused on refurbishing, servicing and 
selling ultrasound equipment. He was in that industry for 
12 years before entering the laboratory space and focusing 
on DNA and toxicology testing which evolved into Covid 
testing the last few years. Recently Ryan and his partner, 

James Deighan, started a local charity called Highline Helps to 
help locals who have had an impact on the Vail Valley and are 
in a time of need. They are eager to give back and look forward 
to growing this outreach initiative. Ryan loves skiing, skinning, 
golfing and mountain biking in the valley.

Post college, Georgi took a summer to live in Jackson Hole, 
WY, then headed back to Charlotte, NC, where she and Ryan 
reconnected through mutual college friends and started dating. 
Georgi worked as a systems consultant based out of Charlotte. 
She traveled some with this job and enjoyed it for 4 years before 
becoming an investor relations director for a holding company 
out of Charlotte. She and Ryan got married in July 1999 and 
Georgi remained with this company until having their first child 
in 2002. She then chose to stay home with her growing family 
and did some part-time work as a real estate agent and also as a 
personal trainer. Georgi takes full advantage of the lifestyle here 
and loves to skin, mountain bike, ski and hike with her dogs. 

Before kids, Georgi and Ryan spent their free time with 
family and friends and also traveling to the NC mountains on the 
weekends. In May 2002, Becker was born. In July 2004, they 
welcomed their daughter, Alexandra (Alex), into their family 
and then another son, Mac, in January 2009. 

Becker took to sports and biking from an early age. He 
played soccer, basketball and baseball and started taking ski 
trips with them by age 3. He learned to ski in the NC mountains 
and on Vail family ski trips. Becker stuck with soccer and 
basketball but then began focusing on lacrosse. Becker fell in 
love with lacrosse and met most of his friends on the lacrosse 
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field when the Dienst family moved to the 
Valley. Settling into the valley with the amazing 
opportunities and access, Becker’s passion for 
skiing and mountain biking grew quickly. Becker 
went to ECCA from 6th-8th grade, attended Vail 
Mountain School for high school and now attends 
the University of Colorado at Boulder where he is 
in the Leeds business school and plays on the club 
lacrosse team. He just finished his freshman year 
and is home for the summer where he has started 
a business in Vail renting Quiet Kat eBikes. He 
hopes to get in a lot of mountain biking as well! 

Alex took on the role as little sister and 
wanted to do everything big brother did. She 
played soccer, basketball and lacrosse as well as 
gymnastics classes as she loved hanging from 
monkey bars and tumbling around. She also 
learned to ski in the NC mountains and on their 
family ski trips out west. The family got to know 
the Vail and BC ski school drill very well. Alex 
started playing volleyball in 6th grade and now 
she focuses on volleyball, skiing and lacrosse. 
Alex has always loved skiing and enjoys mountain 
biking and hiking now as well. She loves any new 
challenge and adventure. Alex went to ECCA 
and now attends Battle Mountain High School 
where she is going to be a senior this fall and is 
beginning to look at colleges. She is working in 
Edwards at Meridian clothing store and Cafe 163 
this summer.

In early 2009, when Becker was 6 years old 
and Alex was 4, they excitedly welcomed their 
baby brother, Mac, who quickly became a dress 
up doll and toy for his older brother and sister. 
Mac quickly became the family entertainment. 

He was 5 years old when the family moved to the valley so he 
only remembers growing up in Colorado. He easily took to the 
lifestyle in the mountains and loves to ski and mountain bike 
and is always trying to learn some new trick! You can often 
times find Mac and his friends building ski jumps wherever they 
can find a good spot. Mac also plays golf, football, basketball 
and lacrosse. He is going to camp this summer and will be in 8th 
grade this fall. 

The dogs - Boone (10) and Levi (3) - are both English Cream 
Golden Retrievers that are always up for a hike and a chance to 
get very dirty any chance they get. They both love to sit outside 
their house at the end of Saddle Drive and watch the neighbors 
and their dogs walk by. Come say hello anytime you are walking 
by - Boone will ask you to give him a rub and Levi may bring you 
a toy or a ball to throw. 

When the Diensts first moved to Edwards, they lived in the 
Cordillera Valley Club, and after 6 years in CVC, they found 
a house in Singletree on a lot they loved. They were excited 
to put some work into the house and make it their own! Now 
they love living in Singletree and take advantage of the gym, 
Harvest, and access to all the mountain biking and hiking trails 
that are so close. 

The entire family has made many dear friends here that 
have become like family. Plus all of the family and friends they 
were sad to leave in NC love coming out to visit so they feel 
blessed in both ways. Between all the wonderful people here 
and their passion for skiing, skinning, mountain biking, hiking, 
golfing and the kids’ sports, the Vail valley has been a perfect 
fit for this NC family. 
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Zino Ristorante  |  The Riverwalk  |  27 Main Street  |  Edwards CO
OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK AT 5PM

970-926-0777 ~ ZinoRistorante.com

ADAM SALVAGGIO
General Manager

NICK HALEY
Executive Chef/Co-Owner

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE! (970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

GET OUT & ENJOY SUMMER!
SCHEDULE A CLEAN TODAY!

GET OUT & ENJOY SUMMER!
SCHEDULE A CLEAN TODAY!

EXPERT SERVICE • ECO-FRIENDLY • CLEANING PRODUCTS

Summer is here and now is a great time to 
find your dream vacation home or new 
primary residence. With the global reach 
of RE/MAX Elevate, I can assist you in 
buying or selling in Singletree, the entire 
Vail Valley and anywhere else in the world 
your adventures may take you. Stop by 
the Riverwalk o�ce or call me for a free 
estimate of the value of your home in 
today's market!

singletree social

Putting on Your Purple!Putting on Your Purple!
A CELEBRATION OF SUMMER AND ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN AWARENESS MONTH

Photography by Family Heirloom Photography

Donned in purple, Singletree came out to celebrate the start of the 
new season in early June. Neighborhood friends and neighbors 
mixed and mingled while recognizing June as Alzheimer’s and 
Brain Awareness month and making plans to participate in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s on September 24, 2022. Thank 
you, Melinda and Tom, for a festive and enlightening evening!

Please join us on August 10 at the Riverwalk Theater to 
learn more about the Alzheimer’s Association. Happy Hour and a 
silent auction will begin at 5:00 p.m., followed by a presentation at 
6:00 p.m. featuring research updates, local services, support and 
advocacy, and the upcoming Vail Valley Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

If you are interested in learning more about the walk, please 
visit act.alz.org to donate or to register to walk. 

Summer Celebration Host and Hostess:  Tom and Melinda Gladitsch

Co-hostess Tricia Swenson with guest Jeff Koch Our awesome bartenders:  Carling Bennett and Liz Delaney Specialty cocktails: the Forget-Me-Not and the Memory Maker
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who’s making a difference
Contributed by Kathy Mikolasy, Singletree Resident
Article Written by Tim Swift, Singletree Resident

Kathy Mikolasy arrived in the Vail Valley in 1996, bringing 
with her a love of horses and six years of experience in helping 
school-aged children with special needs deal with the challenges 
they face. As a volunteer in an equine therapy program in North 
Carolina, she was able to combine the two great passions in 
her life — horses and helping others — to discover a path that 
would define her life.

She moved to Edwards and was able to create a local 
equine therapy program at what was then the Ranch at Berry 
Creek, the present location of Battle Mountain High School. 
That program was aptly called Cowboy Dreams. She lived in a 
trailer on the ranch during the program’s two years existence. 
Although Cowboy Dreams had a rather short run, the success 
it had with helping special needs kids cope with life told Kathy 
that it needed to continue somewhere. 

During her time with Cowboy Dreams, Kathy was making 
the trek to Crested Butte every March, where she volunteered in 
a ski clinic sponsored by the VA hospital in Grand Junction and 
the DAV. That clinic focused on teaching the skills needed to 
teach skiing to disabled veterans. She was at that clinic in 2000 
and broke her leg in a ski accident. As a result of that accident, 

she was unable to teach riding at the ranch. As a result 
of not being able to teach riding, she was a “non-revenue 
producing” employee, and, as a result of being non-
revenue producing, she was kicked out of her trailer! 

But, as the old expression goes, it’s always darkest just 
before the dawn, and this point in Kathy’s life illuminates 
this perfectly. Through a friend, Kara Heide, Kathy 
learned of a ranch that was owned by Gail and Carl Dietz 
in Eagle; as it turned out, they were looking for someone 
to run the ranch and teach riding as they were in the 
process of moving to Arizona part-time. Despite her being 
unable to walk, ride, or even drive at the time, she jumped 
at the opportunity and moved to the ranch. After all, a 
broken leg is temporary, but a love of horses and helping 
others is forever! The Dietzes were big supporters of 
Small Champions and encouraged Kathy’s involvement. 
Their support included never charging Kathy a boarding 
fee for her “magic horses.”

That was in 1998, and once she got back on her 
feet (literally, in this case), she continued her work 
with horses. In 2005, she started working with Small 

Kathy Mikolasy
GIVES BACK WITH PASSION 

Kathy Mikolasy

Champions, the local not-for-profit founded by Connie 
Miller and Kara Heide in 1996 that helps children with 
cognitive and developmental disabilities through winter 
and summer sports programs. Kathy was hired to develop 
an equine therapy program for the organization. But 
just to ensure that Kathy’s logistical and employment 
challenges weren’t over, the owner of the ranch in Eagle, 
where she was running the program for Small Champions, 
decided to sell the property in 2022, and the new owners 
told Kathy that she would have to take her three horses 
elsewhere. By this point, Kathy had moved to Singletree, 
so housing wasn’t an issue, but she had nowhere to house 
her animals.

Fortunately, she found out about Calhoun Ranch in 
Lake Creek. They welcomed Kathy, her horses, and the 
Small Champions program she had created, and she was 
able to continue without missing nary a beat.

Kathy’s commitment to helping challenged children 
is not limited to working with horses, however. She has 
also been volunteering with Special Olympics since 1996. 

Special Olympics and Small Champions work closely with each 
other to provide a seamless transition for the kids who age out 
of Small Champions. When that day comes, Special Olympics is 
ready to welcome them with sports-oriented programs designed 
to continue their therapy. Special Olympics offers skiing, 
swimming, golf, bowling, horse therapy, and bocce training and 
competition to Eagle County’s physically and developmentally 
challenged youth and adults alike, as the program has no upper 
age limit. Kathy volunteers for Special Olympics as a ski and 
equine therapy coach. When June arrives each year, Kathy 
continues to give back by heading east to Atlanta, where she 
serves as a counselor at Camp Sunshine, a camp for children 
with cancer. She does this to honor her parents, who both passed 
away from cancer.

Kathy Mikolasy has been able to combine her skills and her 
commitment to giving back and, as a result, has added another 
dimension to what makes our community and the Vail Valley 
so welcoming. No matter your limitations, either physical or 
emotional, you will be able to find a program and a mentor 
designed to help make your life full and rewarding. 
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Working together, we'll create a complete, tailored
strategy, to help you achieve your financial goals.

0056 Edwards Village Blvd
Suite 209 
Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 376-7590
Jeremy.Lepore@edwardjones.com

Jeremy L Lepore

Personalized Financial 
Strategies

Focus Areas
 Retirement Savings
   Strategies
 Insurance & Annuities
 Business Retirement
   Plans 
 College Savings 
 New Investors
 Estate & Legacy
   Strategies

(970) 528-8769

HERE WHEN YOU NEED US
Our technicians are available 
on your schedule! Call ahead 
to schedule a convenient 
appointment.

QUALITY WORK, EVERY TIME
Each Mr. Appliance technician is 
courteous, respecting your home 
and your family. Our attention to 
detail ensures quality, safe work 
every time!

UPFRONT PRICING
Before our technicians start any 
work, they always explain what 
they are going to do. You'll never 
encounter surprise fees with 
Mr. Appliance.

Mr. Appliance
of Vail, Aspen
& Glenwood
Avon, CO 81620BLITZ BOUTIQUE

Blitz is more than a fashion 
boutique. It’s a place where 
women can go and feel 
comfortable shopping for 
fashionable, trendy 
clothing and accessories.

VAIL VILLAGE
242 E Meadow Dr, Ste B
(by the Covered Bridge)

970.476.3999
stephanie@blitzvail.comwww.blitzvail.com

Jay & Jan -- Owners
970-926-2888

We Come to You! ~ Exceptional Service since 1991

• Free estimates & expert installation
• Custom blinds and shades

• Phantom retractable screens

20% SAVINGS ON
BLINDS, SHADES & 

DRAPERIES
EXP 8/31/22

MUST MENTION OFFER AT
TIME OF PURCHASE.

 SIZZLING SUMMER SAVINGS!
 CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com
Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973

Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details
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sponsor spotlight

Hello! I am excited to announce I am the new owner of 
Alpine Laser Clinic. My name is Robin Dillon-Zupancic, 
and I grew up in the valley. My parents owned the gas 
station right off the interstate in Edwards, where the 
Wendy’s is now. When we were there, it was called Eagle 
Valley Texaco and Jerry’s Deli. My dad was an avid golfer 
at Singletree. 

A little about me: I had the pleasure of working in 
dentistry for 15 years with Adair Dental (now Altitude 
Family Dental). I managed the office and assisted the 
dentist during my time there. My favorite part was 
working with the orthodontic kids. I then went on to sell 
insurance for Farmers then for Cornerstone Insurance 
and Financial Group. I am still at Cornerstone when I 
am not at Alpine Laser Clinic. I am married and have 
a 9-year-old son who goes to Brush Creek Elementary 
School. I enjoy making quilts and things to decorate my 
home. I have a small terrier cross and a rather plump 
kitten to keep the house busy.

I left dentistry in search of something that I could do 
for myself. I was able to purchase Alpine Laser Clinic at 
the end of April 2022. I have known Cindy Ramunno, the 

INTRODUCING NEW OWNERSHIP AT 

Alpine Laser Clinic

Alpine Laser Clinic has over 20 
years experience in cleaning up 

your body for summer! 

Book your FREE consultation 
at alpinelasereagle.com!

LASER HAIR REMOVAL • ANTI-AGING RESURFACING • BODY CONTOURING
COSMETIC INJECTIONS • MEDICAL GRADE SKINCARE

205 E Chambers Ave (lower level) • Eagle, CO • 970-328-7546 • alpinelasereagle.com

Love Laser? Try Evolve.
Innovative, non-invasive thermal skin tightening treatment, localized permanent fat 

destruction and muscle toning that provides high-quality, total tissue body contouring.

Before After

previous owner, and her family since the early 2000s. It has 
been a seamless transition. The only thing that is different is 
I am here, and Cindy is not. It has been so much fun getting to 
know all the clients here!

Alpine Laser Clinic offers almost everything you would 
need to make you feel and look younger! Laser hair removal, 
injectables such as Botox and Kysse, non-invasive body 
contouring, VI Peel, hydro jelly masks, and teeth whitening. We 
also offer a selection of skin care products.

Alpine Laser Clinic has prided itself on lower prices, no 
packages, and no tipping. We want this to be a stress-free, get-
what-you-need-done-and-go type climate. Our clients are here 
usually for 15 minutes or less.

My Alpine Laser Clinic journey so far has truly been a 
blessing. I am currently trying to decide what days and hours 
are best for clients and trying to find the best way to survey 
that. The clinic has typically been open two days a week, and I 
am trying to be open a little more than that to start. 

The very best part of Alpine Laser Clinic is the fact all the 
clients are happy to be here. No one seems to like visiting the 
dentist or their insurance agent. It is a totally different feeling 
being here, and I am truly enjoying every minute.

My advice to readers: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE use 
sunscreen anywhere you don’t want wrinkles in the future and 
drink water! Our climate is so dry, we are all prone to lines above 
the lips and little broken blood vessels on our faces. Water and 
sunscreen can help combat our sometimes-harsh climate.

If you are a current client of Alpine Laser Clinic, know that 
all your perks stay the same. If you are curious about anything 
we offer, let’s chat!

Happy summer!

Robin
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970-331-3822 | www.thehottubguy.net

Draining & Cleaning
Routine Maintenance

Repair Service
Digital Service Reports & Photos

57 Edwards Access Rd
Edwards, CO 

VailValleyPetGroomers.com

(970) 471-5478
lisa@vailvalleypetgroomers.com

If your pet isn't becoming to you, then you should be coming to us!
Over 30 years of professional experience in all breeds.

A 
THE REST

ABOVE
CUTCUT
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precious pets

aka Mae Mae, Maecifer, 
or MaeMonster
Contributed by Mae and Carrie Benway, Singletree Pet and Resident

mtnk-9.com

The dog-friendliest shop in the Vail Valley

We put our seal of approval on 
all of the high-quality products 

we carry for your favorite 
four-legged friend.

Traer Creek Plaza
101 Fawcett Rd Unit 165, Avon, CO 81620

(970) 777-0065
@mountaink9avon

Dog Food: raw and kibble

Treats: dehydrated, raw, and frozen

Goat Milk

Bone Broth

Toys

Dog-Friendly CBD

Outdoor Gear: leashes, harnesses,
backpacks, collars, and more

Grooming Tools

Shampoos and Conditioners

Self dog wash and a groomer available!

On March 28, 2020, Carrie, Chapin, and Lillian Benway adopted 
Mae from Lucky Day Dog Rescue in Aspen. Mae was being 
fostered locally by Sue Stapleman-Terbush. Adopting a dog was 
not on Carrie’s radar. “When both Chapin and Lillian returned 
from college to Edwards to begin remote learning, they began 
begging me to adopt a dog. Having started a new position as the 
executive director of Your Hope Center in January, I thought the 

last thing I needed was an additional responsibility. Then, 
one night, I saw Sue’s Facebook post featuring Mae. The 
next day, we went to Sue’s house, met Mae, and officially 
adopted her within 24 hours!”

Having been terribly abused by her previous owner in 
Arkansas, it took Mae a few months to adjust to a loving 
home and being the center of attention. Now Mae is the 
most affectionate 39-pound guard dog there is! 

Carrie shares that “Mae has been the silver lining of 
COVID-19 for our family. During stay-at-home orders in 
the spring of 2020, we joined my sister, Mary Cotton, and 
her family for daily walks. Since it was our only social 
interaction during that time, we never missed a day of 
walking, even during rain, sleet, and snow.” Carrie has 
never returned to her daily gym habit (except for tennis!) 
and continues to walk Mae for 3 to 5 miles every day in 
Singletree. Getting out of the gym and outside has been 
great for her mental health and also serves as a way to 
see Singletree neighbors and for Mae to have her social 
interaction with other dogs in the neighborhood. 

Adjusting to an empty house has been difficult for a 
COVID-19 puppy who thought normal life was the entire 
family engaged at home via Zoom for either school or 
work. While Mae has finally adjusted to being by herself 
during the day, there is nothing better than Mae hugs 
when we return home.

As a family who has never 
adopted a dog before, we highly 
recommend adopt,  
don’t shop!

meetingMae...Mae...

Singletree Real Estate Activity

HappyInVail.com

Happy Power
hpower@slifer.net

970.331.8196

*Properties Active, Under Contract and Sold 5.17.22-6.20.22

Property Address Property Type Beds Baths Furnished List Price List Price/
SqFt

Days On 
Market

Sold Price Sold
Price/SqFt 

Date SoldStatus as of
6.20.22

Square
Feet

A resident of the neighborhood since 1995, 
Happy is your "in-house" expert. So if you are 
considering selling your Singletree home this 
year and looking to purchase within the 
neighborhood or anywhere else in the Valley, 
please call her. She would love to help!

Ac�ve 520 Rawhide Road A Duplex  4 3 2438 Unfurnished  $1,795,000   $736.26  24

Ac�ve 81 Palomino Road W Duplex  4 5 2873 Unfurnished  $1,795,000   $624.78  10

Ac�ve 45 Hereford Road Single family  4 6 3966 Par�ally   $2,675,000   $674.48  27

Ac�ve 192 Mustang Road B Duplex  4 5 4143 Par�ally   $2,750,000   $663.77  38

Ac�ve 30 Buckboard Road Single family  5 7 3824 Par�ally   $2,775,000   $725.68  32

Ac�ve 141 Corral Road B Duplex  6 6 5457 Unfurnished  $2,995,000   $548.84  131

Ac�ve 261 Mesquite Drive Single family  6 7 8516 Unfurnished  $5,600,000   $657.59  42

Under Contract 260 Buckboard Road B-1 Town Home  3 2 1333 Unfurnished  $1,095,000   $821.46  24

Under Contract 260 Buckboard Road B-3 Condominium 3 2 1374 Unfurnished  $1,150,000   $836.97  15

Under Contract 141 Chaparral Road Single family  4 5 3688 Unfurnished  $1,495,000   $405.37  4

Under Contract 11 Chute Circle Single family  4 6 4683 Unfurnished  $3,750,000   $800.77  25

Closed 800 June Creek Single family  5 6 4312 Unfurnished  $3,325,000   $771.10  3  $3,401,000  788.73 6/17/2022

Closed 141 Stagecoach Road Single family  4 6 3161 Unfurnished  $1,875,000   $593.17  0  $1,875,000  593.17 6/7/2022

Closed 120 Chaparral Road Single family  5 4 4278 Unfurnished  $1,995,000   $466.34  6  $2,000,000  467.51 5/31/2022
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vail valley legacy

CARRIES ON A 
FAMILY LEGACY IN 
THE VAIL VALLEY:
Creating And 
Preserving Our 
Mountain Lifestyle

Contributed by Tom Boyd, Singletree Resident
Article Written by Tim Swift, Singletree Resident

Most of us who have been in this valley for more than a year or 
two are well aware of the names of the people who made Vail 
happen in the early- to mid-’60s. Names like Seibert, Eaton, 
Frampton, Slifer, and Gramshammer have become synonymous 
with the early years of our valley and the contributions they 
made to put Vail on the map as one of the premier year-round 
vacation spots in the world.

But there is one name you may not know. A name that 
was present almost from day one and also made an indelible 
contribution to this valley. That name is Boyd. 

In 1963, Steve Boyd, known as Louie, was a patroller at 
Aspen Highlands and was recruited to come to Vail and join 
our ski patrol. At the time, the village was a true fledgling. The 
streets were unpaved, the services were minimal, all housing 
was pretty much under construction, and guest facilities were 
spartan at best. The Red Lion was about it for food and drink, 
and the Lodge at Vail provided most of the visitor beds.

Steve brought with him, in addition to his patrolling skills, 
construction experience and a strong desire to be part of 
something new and exciting. He met his wife, Susan, in Denver, 
and soon afterward, the Boyds had three children: Steve Jr., 
Caitlin, and Tom. Louie passed away in 2018. Susan is known 
throughout the valley for her decades of work at the Vail Public 
Library, where she served as director for many years before 
retiring in the 2000s. She now lives in Eagle with her son Steve. 
Her daughter, Caitlin, lives in Edwards.

Their third child, Tom, lives in Singletree with his wife, 
Renee, and two children, Alex (8) and Tyler (10). Tom currently 
serves as the director of PR and communications for the Vail 
Valley Foundation, but the arc of his life embodies the growth of 

the valley and represents the commitment of so many of 
our residents to give back to the community that has given 
so much to enrich our lives.

Tom was born in 1975. At the time, Vail Health 
was in a fairly primitive state and nowhere near the 
comprehensive, modern facility it is today. As a result, 
all three Boyd children were born at Rose Medical Center 
in Denver. Then it was back to Vail to continue building 
our community. Tom graduated from the Vail Mountain 
School in 1993 and went on to the University of Colorado 
to earn a degree in philosophy. After graduation, he went 
to work for The Vail Trail serving as a writer and editor, 
eventually serving as managing editor from 2003 to 2005.

Tom overlapped his time at The Vail Trail with 
freelance work for various ski magazines, as well as the 
Rocky Mountain News until its demise in 2009. In 2010 he 
picked up a pen for The Denver Post, focusing primarily 
on outdoor sports, but dabbling in other subjects as well. 
Journalism, however, wasn’t his only interest. He brought 
his outdoor mountain roots as well as his writing skills to 
the world of international sports media.

Tom began this phase of his life in 2006, serving 
as the venue media chief at the Biathlon venue at the 
Torino, Italy, Olympic Winter Games, followed by the 
2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games, the 2012 
Innsbruck Youth Olympic Games, and the 2014 Nanjing 
Youth Olympic Games in China. During this time, he 
also co-founded a solar nonprofit called Nokero, which 
provided solar power options to underserved communities 

Xfinity Birds of Prey Audi FIS Ski World Cup

TOM BOYD
Steve and Susan Boyd in the early 1970s Susan Boyd with Tom’s sons, Tyler and Alex, and nephew Peter Boyd

Tom and Renee

At the Vail Valley Foundation GoPro Mountain Games

worldwide. Tom led a media campaign that brought the 
company significant accolades in the international press.

Tom’s media experience brought him to the attention 
of the Vail Valley Foundation (VVF) and his days on the 
road to a welcome end. In 2015, the VVF hired him to 
handle media and public relations for the organization.

The VVF has a sparkling international reputation for 
the work they have done in enhancing the overall quality 
of life in Eagle County. The nonprofit organization has 
a focus on arts, athletics, and education. This includes 
operating the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater (where Tom 
was director from 2019 to 2021) and the Vilar Performing 
Arts Center, hosting the Vail Dance Festival each year, 

Tom, Renee, Alex, and Tyler Boyd

and hosting athletic events like the GoPro Mountain Games and 
Xfinity Birds of Prey Audi FIS Ski World Cup. The organization 
also has a tremendous positive impact on local youth and 
families through its education nonprofit, YouthPower365, which 
supports youth and families “every step of the way” from early 
childhood to college and career readiness.

Tom Boyd’s career path has placed him at the very core of 
who we are as a community: active, adventurous, fun-loving, 
competitive, and especially committed to giving back to both 
preserve and enhance the lifestyle we so covet. Along with his 
work at the Vail Valley Foundation, he was recently named 
Mountain Recreation’s Volunteer of the Year for leading the 
annual effort to build the community outdoor skating rink 
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in Edwards. He also coaches youth 
hockey, is vice president of the board of 
directors for the Eagle River Watershed 
Council, and chairman of the board of 
directors for Community Builders.

Since 1964, the Boyd name has been 
interwoven into the fabric of the Vail 
Valley. Louie and Susan were here from 
the beginning and cultivated the Boyd 
family tradition of both promoting and 
building our community. Their family 
name clearly belongs among those who 
have steadfastly helped make this valley 
the wonderful home and destination it 
is today.

Hiking in Singletree with puppy Grover Tom at the outdoor ice rink

The Boyd family skiing in 2021 At the kayaking venue in Nanjing Tom and sister Cait at the Edwards 
outdoor rink
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*Always seek the advice of your physician or other qualified health provider with 
any questions you may have regarding a medical condition.

How Can Oxygen
Therapy Help You?

                         Looking to Lose Inches?

Cryotherapy May Be For You!
CRYOSLIMMING

Reduction in Inches

CRYOTONING 
Reduction in Cellulite

CRYOFACIAL 
Reduction in Fine Lines and Wrinkles  

Pre & Post Operative Care
Brain Fog

Circulation
Joint Issues

Wound Care

American Plumbing, Heating & Solar is 
a Mitsubishi Diamond Contractor, 

offering the ultimate in home comfort

www.aphsolar.com  •  970-748-8667
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In the ceiling, on the wall, ductwork or no 
ductwork. We provide comfort and filtration 
to every room, with maximum energy 
efficiency for your home. 

A SMART, CLEAN, GREEN
WAY TO HEAT & COOL 

Mention
this ad when 

calling for a $500 
discount on your 

installation.

Your dealership alternative for
domestic and import vehicles.

970-476-1810
leadfootlindas.com

We reach 550+ of the 
best neighborhoods 
in the country. 
You're in one.

Learn more about Stroll, America's leading neighborhood 
magazine publisher, by visiting strollmag.com.
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athlete spotlight

Jade, Jeff,      Sara
Contributed by Jade and Andie Ohde; Jeff, Deb, and Drex Douglas; Sara, Karen, and Jim Haeffner; and Kathy Mikolasy
Article Written by Tim Swift, Singletree Resident

We all know about the history and good works done 
by the Special Olympics over the years, but to really 
appreciate what that organization has accomplished 
and stands for, you’ve got to bring things a lot closer to 
home. Fortunately, I had the opportunity to do just that 
when I sat down with three Special Olympians, their 

parents, and one of the volunteer coaches recently at 
the Eagle River Presbyterian Church in Avon.

Sara Haeffner and her parents, Karen and Jim; 
Jeff Douglas and his parents, Deb and Drex; and 
Jade Ohde and her mom, Andie, all have years of 
association with Special Olympics, the parents as 
supporters and the kids as participants, although 

RECOGNIZING OUR SPECIAL OLYMPIANS:

&&&
calling them “kids” is not really accurate as Sara is 
47, Jeff is 36, and Jade is 29.

These three Singletree families, as well as 
countless others throughout the valley, have 
benefited from the hard work of the dedicated team 
of volunteers that make up the staff of Special 
Olympics in Eagle County. One of those volunteer 
coaches, Kathy Mikolasy, whose wonderful story 
is told in another piece in this edition of Stroll 
Singletree, was also at our meeting.

We are familiar with the Paralympic Games 
that take place every four years in conjunction with 
the Olympic Summer and Winter Games, when the 
world’s finest athletes with disabilities take center 
stage to compete for a spot on the Olympic podium, 
and we are regaled with media coverage about 
the challenges they had to overcome to reach that 
podium. But for every one of those stars, there are 
literally thousands of disabled athletes throughout 
the world that might not be as fast, strong, or agile 
as a Paralympic medalist, but they are every bit 
as hardworking and dedicated as the winners that 
grace our TV screens and newspapers.

Our three Special Olympians are not only 
dedicated and hardworking, but they are also 
multisport athletes who relish every competition 
and training session in which they participate. 
You can see it in their faces and hear it in their 
words when asked about the program and what 
it means to them. In the Vail Valley, our Special 
Olympians compete in four sports on teams that 
have names as unique as the teams themselves: The 
Wolf Pack Team competes on bicycles, recumbent 
bikes, or trikes, depending on the rider’s needs; 
the Barracudas are the swim team; the Vail Valley 
Dream Team are the skiers; and the Back Bowlers 
are, well, the bowlers. Most of our local Special 
Olympians compete in more than one team so they 
can enjoy the program regardless of the season. In 
addition to those four named teams, the Special 
Olympics also offers bocce as a sport.

Each of our three Special Olympians has a 
favorite sport despite the fact that each of them 
participates in more than one. Jade Ohde prefers 
swimming because, as she said with a face-splitting 
grin, “I’m good at it!” and Sara said that she prefers 
to compete with the Back Bowlers and the Vail 
Valley Dream Team. Jeff Douglas leans toward 
skiing not only for the competition but because he 
is called upon to assist with setting up the course 
and facilities at Copper Mountain each winter 
when the State Special Olympic championships 
are held there. Armed with a radio and his ever-
present rolls of duct tape, Jeff plays a pivotal role 
in making sure the course is both challenging 
and safe for the athletes. Today, Jeff is a true big 

Jeff Douglas, Sara Haeffner and Jade Ohde
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mountain skier capable of conquering the toughest 
terrain regardless of the conditions.

Jade has raced in many Colorado Special 
Olympics competitions, but a number of years 
ago, she participated in another role as well; she 
was a part of the torch parade ski-down at Copper 
Mountain. Normally that would have been a fun 
time for everyone, but that evening the weather 
was bitter cold and windy, and Jade allowed as how 
she had had more fun. She summed it up nicely 
when asked how it went for her. Her infectious grin 
reappeared, and she simply said, “Holy crap!” Well 
said, Jade.

Sara Haeffner started skiing at age 2 when she 
and her family lived in Birmingham, MI. Her father, 
Jim, an experienced ski instructor, taught her at a 
small local hill by first setting up just two gates. She 
mastered that, and Jim soon started adding gates 
until she was threading her way down the entire 
slope. She brought those skills and her passion 
for the sport with her when the family moved to 
Singletree 16 years ago.

All three of these Special Olympians have 
become accomplished skiers thanks to the dedicated 
group of volunteer coaches that have worked with 
them over the years. This skill, as well as their 
genuine passion, means they are truly a part of the 
fabric of this community. They can ski with their 

friends and their families and participate in the very 
activity that defines the Vail Valley. 

In addition to their year-round participation 
in Special Olympics, Sara, Jeff, and Jade all hold 
down jobs in the valley. Sara works at the Avon City 
Market, Jeff is at Home Depot, and Jade Works at 
Route 6, The Community Market, and helps care for 
Gertrude, who lives in Singletree and is in her 90s! 
All three of these extraordinary athletes are there 
for every shift, and they are always on time.

But I would be remiss if I didn’t mention what 
the Special Olympics does for the parents of these 
participants. They see it in their children’s eyes, 
hearts, and attitudes what the program means for 
their kids, and it gives the parents some valuable free 
time as well as the chance to share experiences with 
other parents of children facing developmental and 
emotional challenges.

I think it’s fitting that I close not with my words 
but with the words of Deb Douglas, Jeff’s mom. 
“We are beyond grateful for the organization, and 
especially our coaches and volunteers who commit 
week after week and year after year to train, put 
on events, and support the athletes. They go above 
and beyond to make everyone feel included and 
successful in their endeavors. A huge and deep thank 
you to all of the coaches and the organization.”

Our Special Olympians with their families: (L to R) Jeff, Deb and Drex Douglas, Karen, Sara and Jim Haeffner, and Jade and Andie Ohde
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what’s happening inside singletree

MUSIC IN THE PARKMUSIC IN THE PARKMUSIC IN THE PARK
The Season Returns with the Sound of the 

Turntable Duo
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