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IT'S HOT OUT THERE!
WANT

AIR CONDITIONING?

CALL PSI
970-926-0500

Plumbing Systems Inc.
970-926-0500
www.psivail.com

���������������������
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#1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE 
IN THE UNITED STATES!

Leslie Grooters
KW Luxury Broker
Vail Market Center
970.376.0705 
leslieg@kw.com

Scan here
to view all
properties

WINTER, SUMMER,
SPRING OR FALL
CONSIDERING A MOVE?
GIVE ME A CALL!

970-331-3822 | www.thehottubguy.net

Draining & Cleaning
Routine Maintenance

Repair Service
Digital Service Reports & Photos

mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339
Spas ~ Pools ~ Grills ~ Fitness ~ Saunas ~ Design & Build

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Celebrating Our
Outstanding

Service Department & 40 Years
of Satisfied Customers!

The most experienced
spa & pool service

department around!

Holly Proctor | 303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@familyheirloomphotography.com

Renee Nelson | 307-241-0218
renee.nelson@n2pub.com

Jordan Bonta | 970-376-8241
hello@jordanbonta.com

The Residents of Singletree

AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

ADVERTISING MANAGER            

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER  
& VIDEOGRAPHER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

DISCLAIMER: The N2 Company d/b/a N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ 
Association (“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized 
or endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The N2 Company but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside Singletree 
are not endorsed or recommended by The N2 Company or the publisher. Therefore, neither The N2 Company nor the publisher 
may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events take place, 
photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

Medical
Vail Valley Medical Center  970-476-2451
Emergency  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus  970-569-7520
Eagle Valley Behavioral Health           844-493-8258

Singletree
Management Office  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration  970-328-8604
Airport Administration  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter  970-328-3647
Assessor  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder  970-328-8710
Finance  970-328-3510
General Information  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles  970-328-8500
Voter Information  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Black Hills Energy  888-890-5554
Holy Cross Energy   970-949-5892
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center  888-824-4010
CenturyLink  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon  970-476-3511

I M P O RTA N T 

INFORMATION
www.n2pub.com
Turning Neighborhoods Into Communities 
© 2022 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.
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SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This Index has been created to provide an easy reference for you when searching for a trusted neighborhood 
vendor to use; these local businesses are proud to partner with the community and to make this magazine possible. Take 
a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring INSIDE Singletree and be sure to call on them when 
you need their products or services. And of course, please remember to thank them for supporting INSIDE Singletree.

APPLIANCE REPAIR
Mr. Appliance of Vail, Aspen & 

Glenwood Springs
(970) 235-2325
MrAppliance.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR
Gerber Glass & Collision

(970) 949-1868
www.gerbercollision.com

AUTO REPAIR
Leadfoot Linda’s
(970) 476-1810

leadfootlindas.com

CATERING / GRAB & GO
Lauren’s Kitchen
(970) 476-6917

LaurensKitchenEdwards.com

CATERING / GRAZING BOARDS
Mountain Pine Grazing Company

(970) 376-4625
grazewellvail.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Avail Soft Tissue & Spine

(970) 328-2884
www.availsoft tissue.com

DOG TRAINING & BOARDING
Waggin’ Tails Dog Obedience LLC

(970) 331-7570

FINE ART FRAMING & 
CUSTOM MIRRORS

Avon Frame Shoppe
(970) 845-9556

avonframeshoppe.com

GOLF, COACHING & SPORTS BAR
Vail Country Club

(970) 688-5465
vailcountryclub.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
CKaceeGo LLC

(970) 390-3375
www.ckaceego.com

HOT TUB SERVICE & REPAIR
The Hot Tub Guy
(970) 331-3822
thehottubguy.net

HVAC / RADIANT HEAT / BOILERS
Plumbing Systems, Inc.

(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

INSURANCE
Farmers Insurance

(970) 845-8910
agents.farmers.com/lfroman

INTERIOR DESIGN
LA Studio & Co.
(970) 390-9182

www.lastudioco.com

INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Edward Jones Investments

Jeremy Lepore
(970) 376-7590 (cell)

(970) 926-1728 (office)
EdwardJones.com/Jeremy-Lepore

LASER, BODY CONTOURING 
& SKIN CARE

Alpine Laser Clinic
(970) 328-7546

www.alpinelasereagle.com

MORTGAGE LENDER
Security National Mortgage Company

Bonnie Marlette
(970) 331-2919

www.snmc.com/lo/bonniemarlette

PET FOOD, SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
Mountain K-9

(970) 777-0065
www.mtnk-9.com

PET GROOMING
Vail Valley Pet Groomers

(970) 471-5478
www.vailvalleypetgroomers.com

PHARMACY & GIFTS
Vail Valley Pharmacy

(970) 569-4150
vailvalleypharmacy.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Family Heirloom Photography

(970) 445-0750
FamilyHeirloomPhotography.com

PLUMBING / HVAC / SOLAR
American Plumbing, Heating & Solar

(970) 748-8667
www.aphsolar.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/
DRAIN CLEANING

Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS, 
LEISURE AND FITNESS

Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa
(970) 949-6339

mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property 
Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Alida Zwaan
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

KW Mountain Properties
Leslie Grooters
(970) 376-0705

www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

LIV Sotheby’s International Realty
Andie Ohde

(970) 471-5233
VailAreaRealEstate.com

RE/MAX ELEVATE VAIL VALLEY
Cynthia Kruse

(970) 766-7355
www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Slifer, Smith & Frampton
Happy Power

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Gold Moon Cleaning Services
(970) 471-2762

goldmooncleaning.com

Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

RESTAURANT
Zino Ristorante
(970) 926-0777

www.zinoristorante.com

RETAIL
Remix Consignment

(970) 855-0049
www.theremix.shop

ROOFING
Johnson Roofing & Restoration LLC

(303) 719-7663
roofsbyjohnson.com

TREE CARE & REMOVAL
Brush Creek Landscaping 

& Tree Service
(844) 582-6904

www.bcltrees.com

Old Growth Tree Service
(970) 401-0274

www.oldgrowth-tree.com

VETERINARIAN
Vail Valley Vet

(970) 376-0676

WINDOW CLEANING
Summit Squeegee Boys

(970) 368-2588
summitsqueegeeboys.com

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Shadey Deals

(970) 376-2588
alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE
Blitz Boutique
(970) 476-3999

www.blitzvail.com

WOOD FLOORING
Just Wood LLC
(970) 333-3657

INTRODUCING RESIDENT REFERRAL REWARDS
HELP YOUR FAVORITE BUSINESSES REACH THEIR IDEAL CLIENTS

We love connecting residents with residents AND connecting trusted and reputable businesses with 
homeowners in the neighborhood. Who do you know who would like to do more business in Singletree? 
Consider these and more:

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
• ELECTRICIAN• 
• LANDSCAPING
• PAINTING
• REMODELING

HEALTH & BEAUTY
• DENTIST
• HAIR SALON
• MEDICAL SPA
• SKIN CARE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
• ACCOUNTING
• ATTORNEY
• FINANCIAL SERVICES
• MORTGAGE LENDING

‘THE BEST BANG FOR THE BUCK’

The content of INSIDE Singletree is personal and relevant to all the residents of the neighborhood and 
thereby, I know my advertising message is seen over and over again by every member of the household - every 
month. In addition to the high quality publication itself, INSIDE Singletree offers sponsor spotlight articles 

and videos featuring my business, digital remarketing, social media, and private events for residents and spon-
sors – absolutely the most bang-for-the-buck over any other advertising opportunities. Every business in the 

valley should be advertising in INSIDE Singletree. – Will Theoharides, Owner, Avon Frame Shoppe

REFER YOUR FAVORITE BUSINESSES TO INSIDE SINGLETREE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR YOUR RESIDENT REFERRAL REWARDS! 
E-MAIL HOLLY.PROCTOR@N2 PUB.COM WITH YOUR REFERRALS TODAY!
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Put on Your Purple!
Wednesday, June 8, 2022

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Graciously hosted at the home of

Melinda and Tom Gladitsch
10 Pinto Drive
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Don't forget to wear Purple!
June is Alzheimer's & Brain Awareness Month

publisher’s note

Happy Anniversary, Singletree Residents!
days of photographic exploration of the Sts John mining site by jeep 
in 1968, a tale which will inspire you to hit the road to discover the 
many fascinating ghost towns and historic mining sites in Colorado. 

The summer season is upon us, and Vail Club 50 is excited to 
jump into a full schedule of activities and events for its members. 
Led entirely by volunteers, the group enjoys hiking, biking, ten-
nis, and numerous social outings. Here, our Singletree members 
share with us the highlights of their club experiences and encour-
age their friends and neighbors to join the fun!

Enjoy Singletree in the sunshine... where the 
days are longer and the nights are stronger 
than moonshine!

Holly Proctor  |  Area Director
303-859-3369  |  holly.proctor@n2pub.com

I am thrilled to be celebrating the sixth anniversary of INSIDE 
Singletree with you this month! Six years of getting to know 
families in the community, giggling with kids, following travel 
adventures, loving our pets, giving back to our non-profits, sharing 
our events, and much more! I am grateful for every story and photo 
that comes my way and look forward to putting together fresh and 
relevant issues of your neighborhood magazine every month. 

“Just two beers...” Famous last words as Mike Kelly agreed to meet 
a couple of buddies at O’Dowd’s in Kansas City. Enter Laura Kelly. 
From long-distance love to their journey to Singletree, Mike and Laura 
together ultimately launched a small filmmaking company, Films for 
Humanity, to help not-for-profit agencies deliver their message. 

Raised in the neighborhood, Bret Pilkington returns as a passionate 
arborist and ecologist deeply committed to preserving the beauty 
in the place he calls home. And Raymond Bleesz fondly recalls his 

Introducing Flamingo Fridays!
Start off your weekend right and party with your Singletree friends and neighbors!

Join us for the FIRST Flamingo Friday:
FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2022  |  5:30PM - 7:00PM

Hosted by Trevor and Mary Ellen Broersma
447 Rawhide Road

Beverages and light snacks will be provided OR feel free to BYO

Look for the Flamingos!
Contact insidesingletreersvp@gmail.com if you would like

to learn about hosting a future Flamingo Friday!

contributorsJUNE
Tim Swift   

Resident Writer
Olga Barron 
Photographer

Deb Robbins 
Content Advisor

Many thanks to the Singletree 
residents who shared their 
experiences as members of Vail 
Club 50 with the neighborhood 
this month. We appreciate you 
participating in INSIDE Singletree! 

Your neighborhood publication 
is by YOU and for YOU, and it 
is not possible without your 
stories and photos! We are always 
seeking new articles to keep your 
magazine fresh and relevant 
every month. Please contribute 
your story or nominate a friend 
or neighbor to participate in an 
upcoming issue. Email holly.
proctor@n2pub.com to be part of 
INSIDE Singletree!

Uni and Jill Flanagan    
Precious Pets

Bret Pilkington    
Where Are They Now?

Raymond Bleesz    
Celebrating the Arts

Andie Ohde    
What’s Happening 

Inside Singletree

Mike and Laura Kelly    
Meet Your Neighbors
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to applying their expertise, they use only the best techniques and 
cleaning products — all at affordable rates. Whether they provide 
weekly, biweekly, or monthly service or troubleshoot and solve an 
operational or repair issue, The Hot Tub Guy will leave you with 
a digital report and photos to document the work they have com-
pleted. This is a service offered exclusively by The Hot Tub Guy in 
the valley. Additionally, all pool repair services are covered by war-
ranty in the unlikely event there is a need for a return visit.

When The Hot Tub Guy services your hot tub, you can relax 
knowing your investment is in the care of experienced, profes-
sional, and reliable experts. To request a free estimate or consul-
tation, please visit thehottubguy.net or call 970-331-3822. 
You will be happy you did!

If you have worked with a professional and reliable 
business that you would recommend to your Singletree 
neighbors, please email your referrals to holly.proctor@

n2pub.com. We would love to introduce your favorite 
businesses to other residents in your community!

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Come In for Pairing Advice
Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

4 Sommeliers on Staff
10% Off Every Case of Wine

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com
970-926-8111

Welcome 
   NEW SPONSORS

Please join us in welcoming our newest sponsors to INSIDE 
Singletree! Your neighborhood publication would not be 
possible without the support of our business partners. 

Please be sure to call on them when you are in need of their 
products or services. 

THE HOT TUB GUY

Everybody loves their hot tubs! But some-
times, the routine of draining and cleaning 

can become daunting, or somehow that routine maintenance never 
actually gets scheduled. Or what to do when your hot tub decides to 
malfunction or just stop working? 

Enter The Hot Tub Guy, who is here to handle all of your hot tub 
needs with just one phone call. With more than 10 years’ experience 
as a Certified Pool Operator, Alan Vidal leads a team of experts who 
can diagnose and provide solutions for all of your hot tub issues.

The Hot Tub Guy team specializes in providing top-notch service 
for all models of hot tubs, pools, and water features. In addition 

Things to think 
about in June…
�������������that you can find the Design Guidelines and Design

Review applications on the website, singletreetoday.com?

������������� that the installation of mechanical equipment or
an air conditioning unit requires Design Review approval? 

������������� that landscaping changes require DRC review and
approval prior to any changes being made?

������������� that duplexes require joint property owner sign off on
exterior changes and that changes are required to match?

Mark Your Calendar…
������������������ Turntable Revue Duo at the Singletree Community Center


�	������������	������Singletree’s Summer Party

�����������4th Tuesday of the month the Berry Creek Metro
and SPOA Boards meet at 3 PM

Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 BERRY CREEK ROAD AT THE COMMUNIT Y CENTER

www.singletreetoday.com



Inside Singletree  •  June 2022 June 2022  •  Inside Singletree12 13

Mike and Laura

When most adults move to the Vail Valley, they do it with a pretty 
clear plan. Generally, they are familiar with what we have to offer 
in terms of recreation, housing stock, weather, and all the other 
variables we all know so well. They make a couple of trips to get 
the lay of the land and decide on what neighborhood they want 
to move to and what the current housing market looks like. They 
engage a local REALTOR® to show them around and narrow their 
search. They try to determine what sort of housing is within 
their budget constraints. Then they head back home and put their 
house on the market. If things go according to the plan, their 

Where it all began

house sells, they find a home here that suits them, and they call a 
mover, pack up, and head this way. Pretty much in that order.

Laura and Mike Kelly certainly qualify as adults, but their plan 
didn’t unfold exactly like that. In fact, to most of us, it would 
appear that they had no plan at all! But what they did have was 
an unquenchable desire to live here.

meet your neighbors
Article Written by Tim Swift, Singletree Resident
Photography by Family Heirloom Photography

Kelly

and Mike left the pub and went their separate ways. The next 
morning Laura headed back to Mexico, but they did manage to 
exchange contact information.

Oh, and Mike was left with the pleasant thought that he could 
“happily marry this girl.”

Fast-forward to September 2002, and Laura invited Mike to 
join her and a girlfriend in Puerto Vallarta for a vacation. Mike 
had just started his own boutique ad agency and was working 
harder than ever to get it off the ground, but an invitation from 
Laura to a short vacation in Mexico was not to be passed up. 
Well, the beach, the sun, and the atmosphere managed to work 
their collective magic, and 
the relationship was off and 
running. After eight months 
of long-distance love, Laura 
and her friend moved into 
an apartment in Kansas City. 
Eventually, Laura and Mike 
married, and Laura began 
to hatch her plan for getting 
them both to Vail.

As a girl, she had been coming 
here for years with her family and loved every minute of it. So 
much so that she dogged Mike mercilessly until he agreed to a 
visit. Well, the rest, as they say, is history.

Fast-forward again to 2015. Laura had quit her job, Mike retired 
from his ad gig, and together they founded a small filmmaking 
company, Films for Humanity, that they still run today. They both 
saw a need for not-for-profit agencies to develop a way to tell 
their stories in a more impactful way. With Mike’s background in 
advertising, he knew that a professionally produced, 3 to 5-min-
ute short film was the best way to stir the human spirit, raise 
awareness, and inspire action. He also knew that most organiza-
tions lack the resources to do anything beyond the bare minimum 

Laura with Mae Loflin from The Ride

Mike on the set of The Ride

In February of 2021, they moved from Kansas City into Mike’s 
brother’s condo in Lionshead, having sold everything: their 
house, their furnishings, one of their cars, everything. The whole 
thing sounds more like a 20-something packing some stuff into 
the back of a battered Toyota and hitting the road with little or no 
idea where the road will end!

But Laura and Mike are well past 20 something, and they did 
know that they wanted to be in Singletree. In 2013–14 they had 
rented a duplex on June Creek Road just to see if they could 
handle the winter and its many joys and pitfalls. Much to their 
delight, they found they loved every minute of it, and that spurred 
the great sell-off and the “don’t look back” move. They found a 
house they loved, bought it (and a whole bunch of furniture), and 
moved in last fall. 

But just because they didn’t look back doesn’t mean that we can’t. 
Time to rewind.

Laura was born in Mexico, and in 2002, she was working for an 
international company specializing in industrial safety products 
based in her hometown of San Luis Potosi. Her job was to open 
up the American market for the company, and that meant lots of 
travel between Mexico and the United States. It was a position 
she was well suited for due to the years she spent here in her 
youth. When she was 14, her family enrolled her in the Academy 
of the Sacred Heart in Grand Coteau, LA, with the express goal of 
English fluency. That plan succeeded spectacularly.

Laura was in Kansas City on a business trip, eating dinner alone 
at the bar at McCormick and Schmick’s, on a Tuesday evening 
in June of that year. Mike was working at an ad agency on that 
same Tuesday night when two of his friends tried to talk him into 
going to O’Dowd’s, a neighborhood Irish pub. Mike was reluctant 
because of his workload, but he was also thirsty and Irish. His 
caveat, however, was “just two beers.”

Because the “just two beers” limit did not apply to his two 
friends, they wandered 
into McCormick and 
Schmick’s for a bit of a 
warm-up. 

They couldn’t help but 
notice Laura at the bar 
and struck up a con-
versation. It took some 
doing, but they talked 
her into joining them at 
O’Dowd’s, where Mike 
was patiently waiting, 
nursing the first of his 
two beers. The three of 

them made the short walk down the street to the pub and strode 
in. Initially, Mike thought one of his friends had a new girlfriend, 
but he was soon disabused of that idea. Three hours later, Laura 
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tell a story. They make movies, albeit short ones, that both tell a 
story and demonstrate a need. To do both, and to do them well, 
is a challenge that is rarely met by an amateur. Laura, Mike, and 
their production team are pros, and it shows in their work.

Since their arrival on Chaparral Road last fall, Laura and 
Mike have become part of the heartbeat of the neighborhood. 
Singletree is lucky to have them, as are their clients from all over 
the country. They are making our neighborhood a lot more fun, 
and Films for Humanity is making the world a better place.

Mike said about living in Singletree, “We wake up every morn-
ing and smile because we are living in a postcard.”

when it comes to telling their story. With this in mind, he created 
a unique business model whereby donors can sponsor a short 
film on behalf of their chosen cause (www.filmsforhumanity.com/
sponsor-a-film).

The concept, coupled with the growth and reach of social media, 
was a very effective and totally affordable way to get that mes-
sage to the world.

Films for Humanity employs professional Hollywood types on 
an as-needed basis to produce some truly memorable short films 
that admirably serve the not-for-profits that contract with them. 
Their work goes way beyond a staffer using an aging iPhone to 

“
“We wake  up e ver y  morning and smile  because  we 

are  l iving in  a  postcard.”



Inside Singletree  •  June 2022 June 2022  •  Inside Singletree16 17

CELEBRATIONS
Singletree

LAWRENCE HERRINGTON & DAISY
Lawrence Herrington and Daisy have been friends 

and neighbors for several years, spending time 
together on the front walk and in the back yard. 

When Daisy heard that Lawrence was turning 90, 
and that his birthday was on April 26, she squealed 
in delight as they were birthday twins since she was 

turning 12 on April 26!

A joint birthday part was planned, and while Daisy 
didn’t partake in the caviar, foie gras, rack of lamb 
and shrimp to fete Lawrence, she sure enjoyed her 

own red velvet dog cake! 

PATTY TRUGLIA & ADDIE PECORD
Patty Truglia (L) joins Addie 

Pecord, LA Studio & Co. owner 
and INSIDE Singletree spon-
sor, to celebrate the one year 

anniversary of Addie’s interior 
design business.

DEB & ROHN ROBBINS
Debbie and Rohn Robbins 
celebrated their anniver-
sary by returning to the 

same piece of Paradise in 
Hawaii where they honey-

mooned 33 years ago!

MADISON LARSON
Not one for cake, Madeline Larson celebrated her 6th birth-
day with a red cherry jello cake, a granny costume, dinner at 
the Gas House and a trampoline party at the Edwards field 

house. Sounds like an awesome birthday!

LINDA HILL
Linda Hill and her Super Strikers team (Megan 

Talbott, Linda, Marisa Selvy and Becky Levi 
Cohen) celebrate their Best Costume win at the 

6th Annual Sandy Treat Memorial Bowl-a-thon for 
Edwards Rotary which raises dollars to support 

youth programs county-wide.

HERE COMES SUMMER! HIGHWAY CLEAN UP
Singletree residents and fellow Edwards Rotary members cele-

brated the end of the ski season by participating in the annual Eagle 
Valley highway clean up. Back Row (L to R): JP Powers, Rotary 

member Andre Wilner and his wife, Jeff Koch, and Tom Gladitsch; 
Front Row (L to R): Janet Hill, Linda Hill and Teri Lester.

SHARE YOUR CELEBRATIONS!
Big or small! Birthdays, achievements, anniver-
saries, wins, milestones, friendships and more!

Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com with  
photos of your special moments!



Inside Singletree  •  June 2022 June 2022  •  Inside Singletree18 19

singletree social

A Meet  & Greet  with

Photography by Family Heirloom Photography

EAGLE VALLEY 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

A sincere 
thank you 
to Pam 
and Dan 
Pennington 
and Sue and 
Dan Godec 

for hosting an insightful and informa-
tive Meet & Greet with Vail Health’s 
Eagle Valley Behavioral Health for the 
residents of Singletree. Co-hosted by 
INSIDE Singletree, the evening proved 
to be truly eye-opening for many. 
Chris Lindley, Executive Director of 
EVBH, shared the many steps they are 
taking to transform the local behav-
ioral health system. These initiatives 
are possible because of the partnership 
with their valuable community part-
ners, including Your Hope Center and 
Bright Future Foundation. We are truly 
fortunate to have the unparalleled 
leadership of Dan, Dan, and Chris, cre-
ating a sustainable model not only for 
our valley but for communities across 
the country to emulate. Thank you 
for an enlightening presentation and 
for all you do for our community. For 
resources and to lend your support, 
please go to ItTakesAValley.org.
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Your
Caring 
Veterinarian

• Mobile Pet Service
• Emergency Calls

• Private Home Visits
• Check Ups & Exams

• Dental Exams
• Blood Work
• Acupuncture

• Laser Therapy:
Arthritis, Back Pain,

Lesions & More

Patients!
Weour We pride ourselves on 

providing our customers 
with the atmosphere & 
customer service of a 

high-end boutique but with 
a�ordable, consignment 

store prices!

Riverwalk Shopping Center  //  970-855-0049
137 MAIN ST- SUITE C102  //  EDWARDS, CO 81632
Stop in & see us anytime!  //  Mon to Sat 10AM – 6PM

105 Edwards Village Blvd, POB 2868 · suite #G107
vailvalleypharmacy.com · (970) 569-4150

OUR HOURS: M-F, 9am – 7pm · Sat., 9am – 6pm · Closed on Sundays and Holidays

Meet Dr. Eliza Klearman, Naturopathic Physician
She treats you with nutrition, supplements, herbs, stress

management, lifestyle medicine, and acupuncture to bring
about healing and bring you closer to optimal health. Make

an appointment to see her at Vail Valley Pharmacy.

COMPOUNDS - IMMUNIZATIONS - NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE
SKIN CARE - SUPPLEMENTS – GIFTS – WINE – TOYS

Contact Dr. Klearman directly at 970-328-5678 or info@drklearman.com 
Scan this QR Code for
Dr. Eliza's Health Blog
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UNI!
Meet the Howling

Hello, my name is Uni! By the time 
you read this, I will be 1 year old. 
My parents, Jill and Brian, thought 
that I might be a smaller Malamute 
since, after all, my mom was only 75 
pounds. Well, at 10 months, I weighed 
97 pounds. Owooooo. I am a bit stub-
born and naughty, but I go to school at 
Waggin’ Tails. Maybe I will someday 
learn how to behave!

I really like to howl; I do it every time 
my mom goes upstairs without me. I 
also howl just to let everyone know 
I’m around. I pretty much want to play all day, and if you see me 

mtnk-9.com

The dog-friendliest shop in the Vail Valley

We put our seal of approval on 
all of the high-quality products 

we carry for your favorite 
four-legged friend.

Traer Creek Plaza
101 Fawcett Rd Unit 165, Avon, CO 81620

(970) 777-0065
@mountaink9avon

Dog Food: raw and kibble

Treats: dehydrated, raw, and frozen

Goat Milk

Bone Broth

Toys

Dog-Friendly CBD

Outdoor Gear: leashes, harnesses,
backpacks, collars, and more

Grooming Tools

Shampoos and Conditioners

Self dog wash and a groomer available!

in the neighborhood, I will play with you, too. I pull on the leash a 
lot, but heck, I am a sled dog. I think that’s what I’m supposed to 
be learning in school — maybe not to pull. 

I bet it’s not surprising that I LOVE snow. I can romp in it any 
which way. I really like sticking my whole head in snowbanks, 
too. When it comes to landscaping, all those people in trucks 
have nothing on me. I can dig a hole in 2 seconds flat! 

I hope you will play with me next time I see you in the ‘hood!

owoooo... 

precious 
pets

Contributed by Uni 
and Jill Flanagan, 
Singletree Pet and 

Resident

Summer is here and now is a great time to 
find your dream vacation home or new 
primary residence. With the global reach 
of RE/MAX Elevate, I can assist you in 
buying or selling in Singletree, the entire 
Vail Valley and anywhere else in the world 
your adventures may take you. Stop by 
the Riverwalk o�ce or call me for a free 
estimate of the value of your home in 
today's market!
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where are they now?

Coming 
Full Circle...
Bret Pilkington Returns to the 
Home He Loves with a Mission

Contributed by Bret Pilkington, Singletree Resident

Growing up in the beautiful Singletree community 
and participating in many aspects of the Vail 
Valley has helped Bret Pilkington grow into the 
arborist and ecologist he is today. From working 
in entertainment on Beaver Creek Mountain with 
Brian Hall and the Vilar Performing Arts Center 
to running his family-owned business, Colorado 
Mattress, and eventually finding his passion in 
arboriculture, Bret has returned to the valley to 
maintain the beauty in the place he calls home.

While in school at Eagle County Charter 
Academy and then Battle Mountain High 
School, Bret lived off June Creek Road, which 
allowed him to form the friendships that carry 
on to this day. He can recall playing soccer 
with his friends in the park and riding bikes 
back and forth to each others’ houses in the 
days when sleepovers were deemed “not an 
option on school nights.”

“I still get flashbacks when I drive past the 
basketball courts and playground in the park. 
I miss those days, but I am happy to see kids 
taking advantage of the amazing community 
places we have available,” Bret says. One of his 
favorite memories is playing “Hide and Seek” 
on the golf course, where he and his friends 
would run up and hide while his stepdad, Rob 
Rollins, held back his childhood dog, Rascal. 
“Upon release, Rascal would take off at a 
million miles per hour and find each and every 
one of us, tail wagging with excitement and the 
biggest smile a dog could muster,” Bret recalls 
fondly. Those friendships and good memories 
only grew stronger as they moved from ele-
mentary to high school.

In addition, the proximity to the high school 
provided the opportunity to participate in 
extracurricular activities such as soccer, 
baseball, track, fencing, playing music after 

Science Center as a 
summer naturalist. “I 
loved showing tourists 
and science lovers the 
beauty and science 
behind this lovely 
place,” he says, looking 
back. It wasn’t all work 
for Bret in college — he 
also fell even more in 
love with his passion for 
rock climbing, back-
packing, and all things 
outdoors that started as 
a sapling in his younger 
years in the valley. This 
eventually led him to his 
profession today.

Upside down with Dad! The cool kid

2013: Soccer with the boys Creating memories in 2016

school in the band room, performing in and even 
directing plays, and many more. With thanks to 
Singletree resident Annah Scully, he found his 
love of theater by helping her with light, sound, 
and set development for her productions at 
local venues for many years.

These countless activities helped him earn 
both local and school scholarships to the 
University of Colorado Boulder, where he 
majored in ecology and evolutionary biology 
with a minor in philosophy. In college, he 
studied abroad in both Costa Rica and the 
Galapagos Islands. He further pursued his 
passion for the arts by working as production 
and stage crew in the University Theatre. 
Combining all these experiences, Bret success-
fully found a new combination of the arts and 
his personal quest for working toward a more 
sustainable world with the CU Environmental 
Center, where he helped put on many events, 
including job fairs, concerts, and parades.

Bret’s ties to the valley were never lost. One 
summer, he returned home to accept an intern-
ship with local nonprofit Walking Mountains 

He now works for High Country Forestry as an 
arborist, ecologist, qualified spray supervisor, and 
manager, taking care of our urban forest. “Tree 
climbing and arboriculture allow me to combine 
all of my favorite things: hard work, climbing, and 
a deep-rooted love for the natural world.” While 
growing up surrounded by the beauty of nature in 
the valley spurred his love of the outdoors, moving 
to Boulder and Denver for a few years helped him 
see a different urban forest. “In the cities, people 
are trying to bring nature into the urban setting 
while here, we are bringing the urban setting into 
our natural forest, and it’s important that we do it 
correctly,” he astutely observes. Through his eyes, 
watching the valley expand and grow has been both 
a heartache and a beautiful thing to watch. “While 
I’m glad we can show so many other people the 

Showing artistic prowess in 2014
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57 Edwards Access Rd
Edwards, CO 

VailValleyPetGroomers.com

(970) 471-5478
lisa@vailvalleypetgroomers.com

If your pet isn't becoming to you, then you should be coming to us!
Over 30 years of professional experience in all breeds.

A 
THE REST

ABOVE
CUTCUT

beauty I have been so lucky to experience my whole life, I just 
hope we can preserve that beauty for generations to come, and 
that’s what I’m here to do!” Bret proudly proclaims.

Bret is excited to start the next chapter of his life in the valley 
by making old connections stronger and forming new ones. He 
hopes to show everyone new to the valley what beauty it has to 
offer and to offer his educated opinion on how they can properly 
manage, maintain, and grow this urban forest. Returning to the 
valley, he looks forward to seeing long-lost faces that warm his 
heart so dearly and spreading his wealth of knowledge to houses 
and trees he remembers playing under as a child.

Enjoying life back homeThe fam in 2018

Singletree Real Estate Activity

HappyInVail.com

Happy Power
hpower@slifer.net

970.331.8196

*Properties Active, Under Contract, and Sold 3.18.22 - 4.18.22

Property Address Property Type Beds Baths Furnished List Price List Price/
SqFt

Days On 
Market

Sold Price Sold
Price/SqFt 

Date SoldStatus as of
12.20.21

Ac�ve

Under Contract

Under Contract

Under Contract

Under Contract

Closed

Closed

141 Corral Road B

260 Buckboard Road B-1

231 Rawhide Road

141 Stagecoach Road

780 June Creek Road

735 Charolais Circle

220 Singletree Road

Duplex

Townhome

Single Family

Single Family

Single Family

Single Family

Single Family

6

3

4

4

4

5

5

6

2

3

6

5

6

5

5,457

1,333

3,016

3,161

3,193

5,943

4,370

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Furnished

Unfurnished

Par�al

Par�al

Unfurnished

$3,595,000

$1,095,000

$1,850,000

$1,875,000

$1,995,000

$3,950,000

$2,460,000

$659

$821

$613

$593

$625

$665

$563

68

24

2

0

0

1

0

--

--

--

--

--

$4,025,000

$2,460,000

--

--

--

--

--

$677

$563

--

--

--

--

--

3/25/2022

3/31/2022

Square
Feet

A resident of the neighborhood since 1995, 
Happy is your "in-house" expert. So if you are 
considering selling your Singletree home this 
year and looking to purchase within the 
neighborhood or anywhere else in the Valley, 
please call her. She would love to help!
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Alpine Laser Clinic has over 20 
years experience in cleaning up 

your body for summer! 

Book your FREE consultation 
at alpinelasereagle.com!

LASER HAIR REMOVAL • ANTI-AGING RESURFACING • BODY CONTOURING
COSMETIC INJECTIONS • MEDICAL GRADE SKINCARE

205 E Chambers Ave (lower level) • Eagle, CO • 970-328-7546 • alpinelasereagle.com

Love Laser? Try Evolve.
Innovative, non-invasive thermal skin tightening treatment, localized permanent fat 

destruction and muscle toning that provides high-quality, total tissue body contouring.

Before After

Zino Ristorante  |  The Riverwalk  |  27 Main Street  |  Edwards CO
OPEN 6 NIGHTS A WEEK AT 5PM | CLOSED MONDAYS

970-926-0777 ~ ZinoRistorante.com

ADAM SALVAGGIO
General Manager

NICK HALEY
Executive Chef/Co-Owner

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE! (970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

READY FOR A DEEP CLEAN?

SCHEDULE TODAY!
READY FOR A DEEP CLEAN?

SCHEDULE TODAY!

EXPERT SERVICE • ECO-FRIENDLY • CLEANING PRODUCTS

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970-926-2888
www.alpineambiance.com

        

RETRACTABLE SCREEN DOORS
Bring the Outdoors In!

~ Free estimates

~ We Come to You! 

~ Exceptional Service since 1991

~ Repairs & expert installation

EVERY 
SCREEN

Expires 6/30/22
*must present offer at

time of purchase

Hunter Douglas blinds/shades & custom draperies $25 off
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*Always seek the advice of your physician or other qualified health provider with 
any questions you may have regarding a medical condition.

How Can Oxygen
Therapy Help You?

                         Looking to Lose Inches?

Cryotherapy May Be For You!
CRYOSLIMMING

Reduction in Inches

CRYOTONING 
Reduction in Cellulite

CRYOFACIAL 
Reduction in Fine Lines and Wrinkles  

Pre & Post Operative Care
Brain Fog

Circulation
Joint Issues

Wound Care
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SPORTS. SOCIAL. FUN.
Vail Club 50 Offers Something for Everyone
Contributed by Linda and Dave Wilson, Suzette Newman, Connie and Throop Bergh, Andrea Klein, Paul and Gail Stone, BJ and Jim 
Knez, and Pat McFarland, Singletree Members of Vail Club 50 and Jimmy Arbour and Debbie Durben, Vail Club 50 Board Members

Looking to relax and smell the roses as a Green hiker? Or do you 
like to put a little more giddy-up in your step as a Blue? Craving 
more vertical and distance challenges as a Blue/Black? Or ready 
to truly push your limits as a Double Black? Tennis anyone? And 
for the cycling enthusiast, is it road or mountain biking? Does 
hand and foot canasta interest you? Simply looking for new 
social connections? Vail Club 50 offers all this and more.

Founded in 1988 by a small group of locals and incorporated 
as a social club in 1992, Vail Club 50 (VC50) exists for the 
sole purpose of organizing and promoting social events and 
sports-oriented outings for people aged 50-plus. The group is 
volunteer-based, with a 15-member Board of Directors and a 
talented cadre of event and sports directors, coordinators, and 
event organizers — again, all volunteers — who keep the club 
and all its activities running smoothly.

Over the course of 2017–2019, VC50 held 560 social, sport, 
and singles events led by 445 volunteer members. In the 
summer of 2021, the Club staged 31 social events alone 
with more than 1,000 participants and almost 100 hikes and 
numerous bike rides. This past winter, 115 volunteer leaders 
led 36 snowshoe events, 42 alpine skiing events at both Vail 
and Beaver Creek, 20 ski touring events, 11 uphill ski/skin 
events, and 22 social events.

The 2022 summer season is HERE, and it promises to be even 
bigger and better! VC50’s calendar is full of exciting sports 
events. In fact, members can participate in an event almost 
every day of the week if they so desire. Beginning June 1 and 
running through September, VC50 offers biking on Mondays 
and Fridays, hiking on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and tennis 
on Thursdays.

Hiking is the club’s most popular activity, and there are already 
more than 70 hikes planned — at various levels of difficulty. 
Additional hikes will be added to the schedule as the season 
progresses. All this fun also comes with responsibility. As heavy 
users of U.S. Forest Service trails, VC50 members appreciate the 
opportunity to give back. To that end, the group designates three 
days during the summer to partner with the Forest Service to do 
trail maintenance. Look for members of the group on the Stag 
Gulch trail with their loppers, rakes, picks, shovels, and saws in 
tow and smiles on their faces!

VC50 has about 800 members today, including many residents of 
Singletree as well as diverse individuals from all over the world 
(literally) who now live in the Eagle River Valley full- or part-
time. The club offers members multiple opportunities to meet 
new people and enjoy an active lifestyle, both indoors and in the 
amazing outdoor environment in the Eagle River Valley and sur-
rounding Rocky Mountains. Here we highlight the experiences of 
several Singletree VC50 members:

LINDA AND 
DAVE WILSON

Linda joined VC50 first 
when they had a second 
home in Cordillera, 
and she would come 
out alone sometimes 
while Dave was working 
full-time and she had a 
more flexible schedule. 
It was great to have a 
ready-made ski or hik-
ing group. Later, when 
they retired and moved 
to Singletree full time, 
Dave joined as well. It 

was a great way to meet people and have a schedule of social and 
sports events. In the last few years, Linda has enjoyed hiking and 
leading hikes. They both enjoy the social events and sometimes 
participate in or lead ski groups. For the past three or four years, 
Linda has organized the annual Welcome New Year’s Snowshoe 
and Brunch held most years at our very own Harvest Restaurant 
and Sonnenalp Golf Course. If you haven’t joined yet, we highly 
recommend it as a great way to get more integrated into the 
community and meet people up and down the valley. But remem-
ber, without member volunteers planning and leading the events, 
there won’t be any events. So jump in and get involved!

SUZETTE NEWMAN

In 2001, my husband 
retired, and we moved 
to Vail full time. We 
heard that VC50 was 
the club to belong to 
for social and sporting 
activities. It proved 
beyond our expecta-
tions. We became hiking 
and biking leaders and 
led many skiing and 
snowshoeing activities. 
We also helped to orga-
nize social events.

My favorite experience was organizing a raft trip down the Grand 
Canyon for 28 members, absolutely a fabulous adventure. My 
most wonderful memory of VC50 was the support and friendship 
I had when my husband was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Not 
only did they help me keep an eye on him; they gave me some sort 
of normality in my life. When he passed away, their support for 
me was amazing.
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(970) 528-8769

HERE WHEN YOU NEED US
Our technicians are available 
on your schedule! Call ahead 
to schedule a convenient 
appointment.

QUALITY WORK, EVERY TIME
Each Mr. Appliance technician is 
courteous, respecting your home 
and your family. Our attention to 
detail ensures quality, safe work 
every time!

UPFRONT PRICING
Before our technicians start any 
work, they always explain what 
they are going to do. You'll never 
encounter surprise fees with 
Mr. Appliance.

Mr. Appliance
of Vail, Aspen
& Glenwood
Avon, CO 81620

Working together, we'll create a complete, tailored
strategy, to help you achieve your financial goals.

0056 Edwards Village Blvd
Suite 209 
Edwards, CO 81632
(970) 376-7590
Jeremy.Lepore@edwardjones.com

Jeremy L Lepore

Personalized Financial 
Strategies

Focus Areas
 Retirement Savings
   Strategies
 Insurance & Annuities
 Business Retirement
   Plans 
 College Savings 
 New Investors
 Estate & Legacy
   Strategies

Friendship is, I think, the most rewarding aspect of VC50. The 
club is run purely by volunteers; the dedication of the board is 
outstanding. My advice to anyone who joins is to get involved 
with volunteering… You will be rewarded in so many ways.

CONNIE AND THROOP BERGH

We moved to Edwards five years ago from Boston, not know-
ing a soul. We love to ski, and when we retired, the big question 
was, “move to New Hampshire or Vermont?” We certainly know 
Northeast snow conditions … and so opted for the Rockies.

A mutual friend from Sugarbush, VT, advised us upon arrival 
that joining VC50 was a must. What an amazing organization! 
We signed up for at least 30 hikes our first summer. One of the 
best aspects is that VC50 offers, for all events, the opportunity to 
participate at your level of expertise.

Exposed to wonderful trails, vistas, and new friends, we ended 
the summer knowing the mountains and the valley. When the 
snow started to fly, we met at mid-Vail, matched up with our 
“level” ski group, and learned the mountains.

The hard-working, selfless group of volunteers who lead these 
outings and organize the social gatherings make VC50 an out-of-
the-Red-Sox-ballpark huge success!

ANDREA KLEIN

I was inspired to join 
VC50 by my parents’ 
wonderful experience 
with the club, so I am 
a second-generation 
Club 50er! My family 
skied here for many 
years. Once my par-
ents (Thelma and Herb 
Rubinstein) came out 
in the summer, they 
decided to move here 
permanently and have 
lived in Singletree since 
1996. VC50 was the 
mainstay of their social 
life here — they par-
ticipated in just about 
everything the club had 

to offer and made lifelong friends from all walks of life. They sim-
ply had a blast! As they became increasingly frail, I spent a lot of 
time here and joined the club so I would have people to hike with. 
It was wonderful to be able to get some breaks from caretaking, 
meet people, and explore the Vail Valley. I retired just before the 
pandemic hit, and my mom needed me, so out I came and got to 
spend the pandemic outdoors! What an incredible blessing!

I’m the proverbial bear who goes over the mountain just to see 
what is on the other side! Hiking and snowshoeing with the club 
have allowed me to get to know so many wonderful trails and see 
one breathtaking vista after another. It is so exciting! I am also 
in better shape than I have ever been in my life and have been 
pleased that the hikes have pushed me to go further and further! 
Yes! I can do it — 6 miles is no problem! I’ve even led some hikes. 
I’ve met many lovely and interesting people, some of whom have 
become friends, and I look forward to making more! 

On days when I had signed up for a club hike, I’d ask my mom if she 
was sure she could manage without me for a few hours. She would 
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enthusiastically say, “Yes, go! Enjoy the beauty of the mountains! 
This is all yours now! I want you to go! Go! Absolutely!” She passed 
a year ago, but I know both she and my dad would be thrilled to see 
my husband and me living here in Singletree and loving Club 50!

GAIL AND 
PAUL STONE

We have owned our 
Singletree home since 
2011, using it pri-
marily on weekends. 
On December 31, we 
retired and moved to 
our mountain house 
permanently. I was 
originally introduced to 
VC50 by a member on 
the chairlift last year 
while skiing.

We joined in January 
2022 and have enjoyed 
skiing with the club, 

dinner parties, and especially being introduced to new and 
interesting people. I have talked up the club to dozens more since 
joining. We are excited for the hiking season to arrive very soon. 
VC50 and Singletree are perfectly complementary for those 
looking to maximize the benefits of living in the Vail Valley. With 
every sunrise, we relish our great fortune to live life to its fullest 
in this beautiful place. 

 

BJ AND JIM KNEZ

We came to Vail for a winter wedding in 2002 and, on a whim, 
bought a place in Singletree. We didn’t return until Jim retired in 
2003. From then on, it was ski every winter and live in Illinois for 
the remainder of the year.

Then Jim decided to be a mountain host at Beaver Creek, and 
we found ourselves staying longer and longer in Colorado. Even 
though BJ became a Beaver Creek mountain host as well, and we 
had our skiing friends here and our flat land friends coming to 
visit, we felt we needed to get to know people in the valley. Voila! 
VC50 solved the problem.

VC50 allowed us to meet people with similar interests from all 
walks of life that endorsed a more active lifestyle, and since we 
already had a house in Singletree, we decided to move here full 
time. It helped that our two sons had already made the move to 
the Denver area, so we had family (and grandkids) waiting for 
us here!

Since then, we have enjoyed VC50 events year-round, and in 
2019, BJ became the summer Social Director for the club along 
with Susie Catalano, hosting 12 large social events during the 
three-month summer season. 

We can no longer go anywhere without running into a VC50 
friend. We feel at home here because of the club and the wonder-
ful welcoming people who belong to it. Always active, volunteer-
ing, and looking for new events that our members can enjoy! 

On a side note, we participated in the 2021 VC50 Christmas 
tree-cutting outing with our team consisting of ourselves (far left) 
together with Pat Cornett, Harve Latson, and George Nimmo. 
“Our tree was a little like a Charlie Brown tree, only it had lots 
of personality. Our team fell in love with it at first sight,” Jim 
recalls. Here we are, celebrating our 2nd place win!

To wrap it up, we turn to Debbie Durben, the current 
summer Social Director of VC50. Her words say it all: 
“We, as locals, transplants, and retirees, are so fortunate 
to have an organization that provides an outlet to connect 
with like-minded, diverse, and engaging people. We all 
share in similar interests and lifestyles. I can’t think of 
any community that offers this opportunity to bridge into 
the next stage of life. I have met so many new people and 
have forged relationships with so many fantastic new 
friends. It is a very fulfilling experience.”

With a tremendous variety of social and sports events 
covering a wide range of skill levels and interests of the 
VC50 members, a good time is had by all! Why miss out?

Membership requirements are simple: You must be 
50 years old or older to join. If you are 50 years old 
or older and your spouse/partner is younger, no wor-
ries — your spouse/partner can also join. Turning 50 
this year? Celebrate your 50th all year by joining VC50 
anytime! Currently, annual dues are $50 per member. 
For additional information or to join VC50, please visit 
vailclub50.com.
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Your family deserves
nothing but the best!
Your family deserves
nothing but the best!

American Plumbing, Heating & Solar is a Mitsubishi Diamond 
Contractor, offering the ultimate in home comfort

www.aphsolar.com    970-748-8667
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Your dealership alternative for
domestic and import vehicles.

970-476-1810
leadfootlindas.com
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Ghost Town Allure 
and Photography
Saints John Through the Eyes 
of Raymond Bleesz in 1968

A topographical map of the jeep road leading to Sts John outside of Montezuma Mining District

Self-portrait of 24-year-old Raymond Bleesz atop the Sts John area in 1968

Explorations of Colorado’s historic mountainous mining ghost towns have been a pastime 
that has fascinated the general public since the time of mining bonanzas in the mid-1880s. 
Eventually, the recreational activity of jeeping post-WWII led to further exploration and 
discovery of early mining sites and ghost towns of the past. Saints John (“Sts John”) is one 
that was, and still is, particularly alluring.

My interest in jeeping the high coun-
try of Colorado in my youth can be 
dated back to the late 1950s. But it 
was a specific excursion in 1968, one 
of which was of historical impor-
tance to me, that led me to this short 
story of jeeping the Sts John mining 
site and the photographic endeavor 
which, in turn, led to further research 
at the Denver Public Library and the 
Western Mining History site. The 
noted photographic archives of the 
DPL is one of the best in the country.

At the age of 24, I was in my early 
stages of photographic documenta-
tion as a neophyte photographer. It 
was eight years later, in 1976, when 
I made a full commitment to fine 
art photography. But in 1968, I had 
recorded some important photo-
graphic evidence that remained 
dormant until very recently. A film 
strip recently found in my archive of 
photographic material came to light.

I used Kodak color negative film at 
the time of this specific jeeping trek 
to Sts John, a site at 10,764 feet 
about sea level in the Montezuma 
Mining District in Summit County, 
adjacent to Keystone, Grays, and 
Torreys peaks. Color negative film 
has a short life span and undergoes 

celebrating the arts
Contributed by Raymond Bleesz, Singletree Resident

film deterioration as compared to colored transparencies or BW 
negative film; hence the images were of rather poor quality.

On a specific summer day, with lighting somewhat dull and sum-
mer temperatures cold, I undertook a jeeping trip to Sts John. The 
prospector, John Coley, found silver in 1863–64 and named the site 
Coleyville; however, the site ultimately became known as Sts John. 
In my research, I learned there had been various names used for 
this mine — Coleyville, St. John, and Sts John. The mountainside 
was extensively mined with numerous mine portals, buildings, 
a large smelter, a flume, a brick smokestack, a large boarding 
house, an assay office, a guest house, and a foreman’s house. The 
total population was 71 people, according to the census of 1870. 
A Boston Mining Company built the large smelter and employed 
numerous miners. The company town had a library but no saloons. 

The mine was active into the 1880s and ceased with the silver 
bust by 1928. Sts John became known as a ghost town for jeepers 
to find and explore. Although I took numerous photographs of the 
mining site, its buildings, and its mining relics, it was the board-
ing house that attracted my photographic attention. Buildings at 
the time were in distressed conditions; many had collapsed, such 
as the assay office, or near so; and the smelter, in particular, had 
collapsed due to time and winter conditions. But the boarding 
house stood and looked quite fragile at the time in 1968.

I vaguely recalled the site as Sts John, which recently led me to 
dig into the photographic archives of the DPL. Due to spelling 
differences and various names for the site, the research took a 
lengthy period of time to archive and study. The DPL presently 
has in its archives six to seven images related to Sts John mine. 
Early black and white images and a few images dating from the 
1950s were donated by two other photographers, Al Bachman, 
whose images were Kodachrome transparencies, and a Robert 
Brown, who likewise donated his 1957 images to the DPL. 

It was Brown’s photo of the boarding house which most attracted 
my attention. Brown’s work was a nice full image of the board-
ing house, which upon close inspection, reveals the “portal” or 
“formal entry” into the building. This BW image compares to my 

Raymond Bleesz’ 1968 image of the boarding houseA Robert Brown image of the boarding house, dated 1959

colored image, which shows the collapsed “portal,” as well as the 
assay office, which is partially collapsed, and another building. 
Finally, Bachman’s 1969 image portrays the collapsed assay office 
as well as the fully collapsed boarding house on the far right. 

Many of those images are copyrighted, and usage or fees for their 
use are required. I set about the chore of obtaining a copy of the 
DPL’s image of the boarding house to make a comparison of my 
own image to the archived version. The results, my research, are 
shown in this article, along with further archives. Backman’s photo 
shows the collapsed boarding house a year after I made my image.

Photography has always been used for “documentation, research, 
and storytelling as well as art.” Such is the case here. Moreover, 
historical images such as these also serve to inspire us to embark 
on our own excursions to explore our Colorado ghost towns. 
Adventure awaits! 
 

Raymond A. Bleesz
Photographer/Histographer

Colorado Photographic Arts Center (CPAC) Member, 
Denver since 1976

Co-Founder, Vail Valley Arts Guild Photographic Group

Backman’s Kodachrome 1969 image of the Sts John mining site taken from the collapsed 
smelter looking across the valley floor
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(970) 688-5465
240 Chapel Place, Unit B-126

Avon, Co 81620
www.vailcountryclub.com

• Tee it up in Hawaii or choose from 120 courses worldwide!
• 2 State-of-the-Art Trackman Golf Simulators

• Golf Instruction • Sports Bar • 6 Big Screen TV's

JOIN YOUR FAMILY & FRIENDS
FOR A SPORTING EVENT OR A ROUND OF GOLF

VAIL COUNTRY CLUB HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

GOLF INDOORS!

BLITZ BOUTIQUE

Blitz is more than a fashion 
boutique. It’s a place where 
women can go and feel 
comfortable shopping for 
fashionable, trendy clothing 
and accessories.

VAIL VILLAGE
242 E Meadow Dr, Ste B
(by the Covered Bridge)

www.blitzvail.com
(970) 476-3999

stephanie@blitzvail.com

what’s happening 
inside singletree

COOKING & 
CONVERSATIONS

Contributed by Andie Ohde, 
Singletree Resident

Andie Ohde, in 
partnership with INSIDE 

Singletree, recently 
hosted a “Cooking 

& Conversations” 
gathering with Chef 
Lawrence Cook. The 

evening was dedicated 
to curating recipes by 

cooking with gourmet 
gadgets, including a 

sous vide machine, 
instant pot, and air fryer. 

The reviews are in, and 
let’s just say the night 

was a total success! 
New and exciting 

topics to come...

Food. Cocktails. Conversations.

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com
Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973

Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details

Hostess 
Andie Ohde
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KATHY KOSIEROWSKI

970-331-7570
KATHYK@KKSWAGGINTAILS.COM

WAGGIN'  TAILS  DOG  OBEDIENCE, LLC
SERVICES

1:1 Training Sessions      Group Puppy Classes      In-home Consultations/Trainings
Doggie Daycare      Puppy Jamboree      Overnight Boarding

SPRING SPECIAL FOR SINGLETREE RESIDENTS!
$60 o� my regular 4-session series price.

Call or text for details.
Must mention this ad to receive discount.

SingletreeINS IDE


