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Featured properties may not be listed by the company/broker presenting this brochure.
Source MLS | Supplied by Slifer Smith & Frampton Real Estate

Search all available properties
in the Vail Valley:  

HappyInVail.com

  

Featured Property  |  141 Pinto Drive
4 Bedrooms | 6 Bathrooms | 4,460+/- sq.ft. | $1,775,000

Happy Power
hpower@slifer.net

970.331.8196
 Sold twice as many properties in 

Singletree in 2018 as the next highest 
producing broker in the neighborhood.

Properties Sold and Under Contract in Singletree*

 Please give me a call if you’re
interested in buying, selling or

discussing the market.

*Data 1.1.20 - 2.13.20

Thinking about selling your home in 2020? 
Get ahead of the curve and call me to discuss the 2019 market and what may be ahead for next year.

    

Status Address Property Type   List Price List $/sq.ft. Selling Price  Selling $/sq.ft.  Beds Baths Sq.Ft.+/-   Selling Date

Under Contract

Under Contract

Under Contract

Under Contract

Sold

Sold

Sold

961 June Creek Rd 

40 Rawhide Rd #E  

20 Anvil Cir  

21 Snaffle Rd 

240 June Creek Rd #E  

1140 Winslow Rd  

141 Corral Rd 

Duplex

Duplex

Single Family

Single Family

Duplex

Single Family

Duplex

$919,000

$1,125,000

$1,275,000

$1,495,000

$980,000

$1,295,000

$1,795,000

$289

$321

$352

$334

$436

$386

$294

--

--

--

--

$980,000

$1,295,000

$1,660,000

--

--

--

--

$436

$386

$272

4

5

5

4

4

5

6

4 (4 0 0)

5 (2 2 1)

5 (4 0 1)

5 (4 0 1)

5 (4 0 1)

4 (3 0 1)

7 (6 0 1)

3,180

3,504

3,626

4,471

2,250

3,358

6,103

--

--

--

--

1/16/20

1/10/20

2/4/20
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mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339
Spas ~ Pools ~ Grills ~ Fitness ~ Saunas ~ Design & Build

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Save BIG
on Lynx & Weber grill floor models

~while supplies last~

34500 Highway 6 • Unit B9
Edwards, CO 81632

VailValleyPetGroomers.com

(970) 471-5478
lisa@vailvalleypetgroomers.com

If your pet isn't becoming to you, then you should be coming to us!
Over 30 years of professional experience in all breeds.

518-577-7734 
AdirLongevityTraining@gmail.com · LongevityTrainingCO.com

“I’ve just completed level 2 Longevity Training. In the past, I have done Yoga, 
Pilates, and group classes, and this program has given me strength, and confidence 
in knowing I’m going to be safe participating in the sports I like to do. ”              
                                     — KAREN (SKIING, HIKING) AGE 72

1:1 Private Personal Training
Online Coaching

Longevity Training 3D
Two day group workshop

222 Chapel Square Place Avon, CO · (970) 949-0989 · nestvail.com

GREAT SELECTION OF
MOUNTAIN ART.

Unique consignment for your mountain home!

Free Pickup

Holly Proctor
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@olgabarronphotography.com

Renee Nelson  |  307-241-0218
renee.nelson@n2pub.com

N2 Publishing Design Team

The Residents of Singletree

AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

ADVERTISING MANAGER            

CREATIVE TEAM

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ Association 
(“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside 
Singletree are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events 
take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

Hospitals
Vail Valley Medical Center  970-476-2451
Emergency  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus  970-569-7520

Singletree
Management Office  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration  970-328-8604
Airport Administration  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter  970-328-3647
Assessor  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder  970-328-8710
Finance  970-328-3510
General Information  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles  970-328-8500
Voter Information  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Black Hills Energy  888-890-5554
Holy Cross Energy   970-949-5892
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center  888-824-4010
CenturyLink  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon  970-476-3511

I M P O RTA N T 

INFORMATION www.n2pub.com
© 2020 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.
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Take on any terrain.Take on any terrain.

970.945.6301
www.IntegraMotorsports.com
2302 Devereux Road, Glenwood Springs, CO
www.facebook.com/integramotorco

We offer ATVS, Side by Sides, Street Bikes, Dirt 
Bikes, Cruisers, Motorcycles and more!

SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This Index has been created to provide an easy reference for you when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to 
use; these local businesses are proud to partner with the community and to make this magazine possible. Take a minute 
to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring INSIDE Singletree and be sure to call on them when you need 
their products or services. And of course, please remember to thank them for supporting INSIDE Singletree!

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Gypsum Animal Hospital

(970) 524-3647
gypsumah.com

ATTORNEY
Law for Locals, LLC

(970) 476-4244
www.lawforlocalsllc.com

BRACES/ORTHODONTICS
Smile Doctors

(970) 926-2666
smiledoctors.com

CLUB & RESTAURANT
The Sonnenalp Club

(970) 477-5374
www.sonnenalpclub.com

CONTRACTOR -  
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

Trinity Builders
(970) 331-1220

www.trinitybuilders.com

DECKS & RAILINGS
Top Notch Logworks

(970) 989-0687
topnotch-logworks.com

DENTAL CARE
Eagle River Dentistry

(970) 926-1519
www.eagleriverdentistry.com

ESTATE PLANNING
Silversmith Legal

(970) 306-6449
www.silversmithlegal.com

FINE ART FRAMING &  
CUSTOM MIRRORS

Avon Frame Shoppe
(970) 845-9556

avonframeshoppe.com

FITNESS
Longevity Training LLC

(518) 577-7734
longevitytrainingco.com

FURNITURE
Nest Furnishings
(970) 949-0989

www.nestvail.com

HVAC / RADIANT HEAT / BOILERS
Plumbing Systems, Inc.

(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
CKaceeGo LLC

(970) 390-3375
www.ckaceego.com

INSURANCE
LF Insurance Group

(970) 390-3706
www.LFInsuranceGroup.com

MORTGAGE BANKER
US Bank

David Kurt
(970) 376-3948

US Bank Home Mortgage
Patrick McCalley
(301) 325-7024

MOTORSPORTS
Integra Motorsports

(970) 945-6301
integramotorsports.com

PET GROOMING
Vail Valley Pet Groomers

(970) 471-5478
www.vailvalleypetgroomers.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Olga Barron Photography Inc.

(970) 445-0750
www.OlgaBarronPhotography.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/
DRAIN CLEANING

Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa

(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property  
Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Alida Zwaan - Berkshire Hathaway 

Home Services
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

Cynthia Kruse - RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY
(970) 766-7355

www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Happy Power - Slifer,  
Smith & Frampton

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

Leslie Grooters -  
KW Mountain Properties

(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

The Seabury Group - LIV Sotheby’s  
Intl Realty

(970) 390-8786
resorts.livsothebysrealty.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
CLEANING

Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

ROOFING - GUTTERS &  
SNOW RETENTION

Z&Z Roofing
(970) 470-0256

RESTAURANT
Zino Ristorante
(970) 926-0777

www.zinoristorante.com

TAEKWONDO / JIU-JITSU / 
KICKBOXING

Inyodo Martial Arts
(970) 569-3083

www.inyodomartialarts.com

TRAVEL AGENCY /  
CUSTOM TRAVEL PLANNING

Overland Express Travel
(970) 390-5132

www.traveloe.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Alpine Area Agency on Aging

(970) 531-2980
www.AlpineAAA.org

WINDOW TREATMENTS,  
HOME ACCENTS & GIFTS

Shadey Deals/Alpine Ambiance
(970) 376-2588

alpineambiance.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com
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Here comes April! While its ‘showers bring May flowers’, in our 
part of the world, April brings awesome spring skiing, crazy 
storms, off season, and finally... May flowers! 

I am excited to introduce the Kelley family to you! While a 
resident in the Vail Valley for 25 years, the past five years have 
brought big changes to Elisse’s life – opening her new business, 
Sweeping Change, moving to Singletree, and enjoying exciting 
adventures with her kids, Quinn and Aidan. 

Let me introduce Dana Walker and her new business, Home 
Electric Vail LLC. Dana is eager to tackle that list of lingering 
‘ankle-biter’ electrical projects in your home! And meet Karen, 
Jody, Jane and Judy! These vibrant Singletree ladies volunteer 
their time to fulfill the mission of The Literacy Project: to em-
power learners, tutors and volunteers to come together to shape 
brighter futures. 

One of the newest additions to the neighborhood, Charlie is the 
epitome of puppyhood! Her days are spent chasing big sister CJ 
in the snow, destroying squeaker toys, and enjoying afternoon 
naps. We have all watched the project at 451 Singletree Road 

progress from the outside, and here, Greg and Michelle Weisman 
give us an inside peek!

Tricia Swenson shares her European ski vacation in St. Anton 
this winter. We all love our Vail and Beaver Creek, but where 
else to you find apres ski parties on the hill - in ski boots sing-
ing “Sweet Caroline”? Tricia is convinced that we could achieve 
world peace in an Austrian après ski bar.

We pay tribute to Scott Prall and Jim Ruh, two Vietnam veterans 
from different walks of life who share the experience of having 
served in the Vietnam War. This month, we recognize their service 
and the 45th Anniversary of the end of the war on April 30, 1975. 

Lots of April reading! Enjoy and see you in May!

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES 

Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973
Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Bobbie Ruh   
Resident Writer

Brad Korell, 
Justin McNulty 

and Charlie 
Precious Pets

Jody Talbot and  
Karen Zavis  

Who’s Making a 
Difference

Tricia Swenson 
Travel Tales

Jim Ruh 
Singletree Tribute

Scott Prall
Singletree Tribute

Judy Carson
Who’s Making a 

Difference

Jane Linstroth  
Who’s Making a 

Difference

Quinn, Elisse and Aidan Kelley 
Meet Your Neighbors

Greg and 
Michele Weisman

Home of the Month

Dana Walker   
Social Instigator

and Business Beat

Olga Barron    
Photographer

Debbie Robbins
Content Advisor

Your neighborhood publication is not possible without your 
active and enthusiastic participation – we welcome and ap-
preciate your involvement in INSIDE Singletree! To feature 
your family, kids, pets, athletic endeavors, volunteer activ-
ities, travel adventures, or social happenings, please email 
holly.proctor@n2pub.com to contribute to an upcoming 
issue of the magazine.

Don’t forget to like and follow both our INSIDE Singletree 
Facebook and Instagram pages! Tag @insidesingletree to be 
featured on our page!

publisher's 
note

Holly Proctor
Area Director 
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

A P R I Lc o n t r i b u t o r s

Singletree residents!HELLO
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ALPINE AREA RSVP

If you are interested in finding meaningful volunteer work in your 
community, please contact Tina Strang at 970-531-2980 or tstrang@
nwccog.org. In as little as an hour, you can make a difference!

INYODO MARTIAL ARTS

Inyodo Martial Arts started in the 
Vail Valley in 2002. Since its be-
ginning, the academy or “dojo” has 
seen people of all ages and abili-
ties. In 2015, the student became 
the Master. David Smith aka “Bob-
cat” has trained in Martial Arts 
since 2002 and shares his passion 
with all that choose Martial Arts as their lifestyle and fitness reg-
imen. Inyodo Martial Arts offers a welcoming atmosphere with a 
focus on a “no judgment” philosophy. Here, no matter what age, 
gender, or fitness level each instructor and member are here to 
help and advance everyone.

Inyodo’s Student Creed is to build 
true confidence through knowledge 
in the mind, honesty in the heart and 
strength in the body. To keep friend-
ship with one another and to build 
a strong community. Never fight to 
achieve selfish ends, but to develop 
might for right.  This creed is devel-
oped through the arts of Taekwondo, 
Hapkido, Brazilian jiu-jitsu, and Muay 
Thai Kickboxing. 

Come by today and check out this unique transformation experi-
ence at 0101 Fawcett Road, Unit 140 in Avon. Inyodo Martial Arts 
offers daily and nightly classes designed to fit diverse schedules. 
For additional information, please visit inyodomartialarts.com.

If you have worked with a professional and reliable 
business who you would recommend to your  
Singletree neighbors, please e-mail your referrals to  
holly.proctor@n2pub.com. We would love to  
introduce these quality businesses to other residents  
in your community!

cKaceeGo

Hello Singletree! My name is Kacee Pi-
cot and I moved to Vail in 1994. On my 
first visit to the valley, I noticed that 
the people here were so nice and no 
one was rude. I was so moved, I decid-
ed I wanted to live here. Now, after 25 
years, I feel that if you’re lucky enough 
to live in Vail, you’re lucky enough! 

I have built my life and my beauty 
business here, working with local 
clients throughout the valley and 
destination weddings in our gorgeous 
resorts and mountains. My wedding 
work has been published in over a 
dozen magazines, such as Martha 

Stewart Weddings, Town & Country Weddings, Brides, the knot, 
Elegant Bride and many others. If you miss me in the salon in May, 
chances are you will find me dancing the tango in Buenos Aires!!

It turns out that gettin’ old ain’t for sissies and once you hit your 
40s, the “check engine” light comes on! I’ve done my research and 
found an incredible new technology that freezes fat painlessly and 
tightens skin. The results have been incredible – and immediate – 
and I am thrilled to be the first business to introduce cryotherapy 
to the Vail Valley. I’d love to meet with you and discuss how I can 
help solve your beauty challenges or just make your day! 

For more information or to book online, visit www.cKaceeGo.
com. You can find me at Beyond the Mirror in Suite G2 of the Slif-
er Smith & Frampton Center at 30 Benchmark Road in Avon. 

ALPINE AREA RSVP

The Alpine Area RSVP 
program provides support 
to nonprofits, health care 
facilities, or public agencies 
in Eagle County who have 
volunteer programs. This program is part of Senior Corps, a 
federally-funded grant program. In order to best serve the needs 
of the community, we have chosen the following areas of fo-
cus:  transportation, food support, companionship, and respite.

new sponsorsWELCOME
Please join us in welcoming 
our newest sponsors to INSIDE 
Singletree! Your neighborhood 
publication would not be possible 
without the support of our 
business partners. Please be sure to 
call on them when you are in need 
of their products or services. 

ALIDA ZWAAN

OVER 200 
HOMES SOLD 

IN 
SINGLETREE

Luxury
Collection

Serving the Vail Valley for over 35 years

VailRealEstateColo.com
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meet your neighbors

Elisse, Quinn, Aidan 
and Jada Kelley

Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc.

After growing up in Maine and then spending four years in New-
port, Rhode Island, I moved to Vail for what was to be one season. 
One season filled with enjoying the mountains and all the outdoors 
has to offer in this special Valley. That was 1995, and 25 years lat-
er, I’m still here and fortunate enough to raise a family in this beau-
tiful spot of the world. Living in Vail has provided us with many 
wonderful opportunities and so much of what we all enjoy is right 
in my backyard. I appreciate everything the mountains has to offer 
and my children have followed suit and absolutely love the lifestyle 
that this environment provides. We are all avid skiers, hikers, love 
to Jeep, camp and mountain bike, as well as to travel and explore. 
We definitely all have a sense of adventure!

When I arrived in Vail, I spent my first season teaching skiing. I 
have continued teaching part-time and this season completed my 
26th season working for Vail Resorts. I graduated with a degree 

in Human Resources, and after my first winter, pursued my 
career in Human Resources working for Vail Resorts in Training 
and Organizational Development. I worked in the valley for 20 
years as a Human Resource Director in the hospitality industry 
before being inspired to open my own business about 5 years 
ago. I launched Sweeping Change, one of the valley’s premiere 
cleaning companies, which now serves more than 450 clients, 
including the Sonnenalp Club, Slifer, Smith and Frampton, Sothe-
by’s, Keller Williams, the Gerald Ford Amphitheater and various 
preschools, restaurants and private residences. Today, I employ 
approximately 30 employees as well as seasonal help.

I was simply so excited at the prospect of starting something of 
my own. I’ve always had a very entrepreneurial nature and com-
bined with identifying a niche for this service in the Vail Valley 
together with the knowledge I was armed with from my expe-
rience in HR, the timing seemed perfect. It has been the most 
rewarding and exciting journey of my professional life and I am 
thankful every day that I started out on this adventure.  

Building customer and employee loyalty is extremely important 
to me. Managing the Sweeping Change brand both internally and 
externally has been a key contributor to our long-term success. 
HR provided me with the opportunity to manage change, facili-
tate service delivery and build leadership and management skills 
for sustained transformation. HR requires a talent for identifying 
and resolving problems as well as striking the careful balance 
between a helicopter view and an eye for detail. Through my 20 
plus years of Human Resource experience, I gained a valuable 
command of core business issues. 

My kids, however, are my absolute joy! I love the relationships 
we share and the dynamics that are different and special be-
tween each of us. Aidan, my 14-year-old son has a passion for 
skiing, skinning, mountain biking, photography, and a love for 
technology and adventure. He spent his last summer caddy-
ing at the Country Club of the Rockies so he can save up to 
purchase a Tesla as he turns 16; and I don’t put it past that kid! 
He has an incredible work ethic. We all love our dog Jada very 
much but Aidan has a very special bond with her. Nothing 
beats a boy and his dog.

Quinn, my 16-year-old daughter, is avid in theatre. She loves to 
perform and shines on stage. She has performed with the Vail 

Performing Arts Academy, local school productions and the 
Buell Theatre in Denver. Since birth, she has been singing and 
performing after starting dance at age 4 with the Vail Valley 
Academy of Dance. 12 years later she is still doing tap, ballet, and 
contemporary. In addition to her love for theatre and the arts, 
Quinn races for Vail Mountain School and is the captain of the ski 
team. She has also been named a Ski Meister which requires her 
to ski all disciplines: Giant Slalom, Slalom, Nordic Classic and 
Nordic Skate. 

We all have very busy and demanding schedules however we al-
ways make time to enjoy life.  We all love to travel and explore as 
much as possible. Some of our favorite recent memories include 
scuba diving off each of the Florida Keys and swimming with the 
dolphins. I have to admit my kids were both certified prior to my-
self and I was definitely taking my cues from them. With Quinn’s 
passion for theater, we took a special trip to New York City and 
amid the myriad of quintessential New York must’s, we also saw a 
multitude of Broadway shows. 

Our favorite recent adventure was a trip to Germany. We covered 
13 cities during Thanksgiving break to see the Christmas Mar-
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what’s happening inside singletree

NEIGHBORHOOD!
Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc.

Jerry and Sheila Katz generously 
hosted a winter soiree to wel-
come our newest residents to the 
neighborhood – including two 
newborns! There were a few long 
time ‘ambassadors’ present as well 
to meet and greet the new mem-
bers of the community. We look 
forward to seeing these fresh faces 
around Singletree!!

kets and Castles of Germany. From start to finish, it was an epic 
adventure and I feel so blessed to enjoy these incredible experi-
ences with my kids. I love creating memories. We all appreciate 
seeing what the world has to offer but one thing always reigns 
true… Coming home to a place like Singletree is pretty special!

Sheila and Jerry Katz

welcome to the

E S TAT E  P L A N N I N G   •   W I L L S   •   T R U S T S   •   TA X  P L A N N I N G   •   P R O B AT E   •   T R U S T  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N  

Avon Office (Main Office)
30 Benchmark Rd, Suite 202
Avon, Colorado 81620

Chris topher L.  Si lversmi th, Esq.
LL.M. (Master of  Laws) in Taxat ion

www.silversmithlegal.com
970-306-6449
admin@silversmithlegal.com

With offices in Avon and Glenwood Springs, Silversmith Legal 
offers a wide range of estate planning ser vices for individuals 

and families including the preparation of wills, trusts, and 
business succession planning documents.
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business beat

Small Potatoes

Meet Dana Walker: 
Your Go-To for Home Electrical Work

Contributed by Dana Walker, 
Singletree Resident

If I was given a dollar for every time I handed my dad tools to help 
fix a household electrical item, machinery or equipment on our farm, 
I would now be following my adult dream of being a scratch golfer. 
Playing pond hockey, riding bicycles with my sister, and sledding 
with our cousins was really how I preferred to spend my childhood. 
I feel pretty lucky because my dad taught me a lot that you cannot 
get out of a book. What a gift. I never imagined as a child was that all 
this experience would bring me into his same profession.

My dad is very proud of the fact that I am an electrician and that 
I choose to solely help homeowners. Interacting directly with 
people is what I enjoy, not the mass productive commercial jobs I 
used to do. It’s the look on the homeowners’ faces when they turn 
on their new entry way chandelier I just replaced, when their TV 
is no longer sitting on their bedroom floor because I installed an 
outlet hidden behind the screen or I replaced a light switch with 
a programmable timer to the entry outdoor lights, there to greet 
them when they come home at night.

Pretty much whatever is run by electricity in your home, I can 
tackle. Here are some projects that I can take care of for you!

•  Swap out a shorting electric baseboard heater
•  Update switches to dimmers, NEST, RING or Alexa
•  Replace smoke detector/carbon monoxide detector combos
•  Upgrade analog to programmable digital thermostats
•  Install LEDs
•  Inspect electrical panels
•  Modernize and/or install additional interior and exterior 

fixtures and outlets
•  Troubleshoot nuisance tripping and replace breakers
•  Fix a broken light bulb left in a socket
•  Replace burned out or broken outlets
•  Expand interior garage and crawl space lighting
•  Power connect new heat tape
•  Exchange GFI’s
•  Replace bathroom and ceiling fans

In addition to being an electrician, I am an Edwards Rotarian, 
Vail Valley resident for over 25 years, enjoy yoga, scuba diving, 
and being social. So if you are looking for a more cost-efficient, 

Gypsum
Animal Hospital

 In Sickness and In Health

We are here to provide complete care for your pets.  Whether you
 bring your pet in for a wellness checkup, a specific illness or just to 

say hi, we promise you our complete attention and concern. After all, 
we are pet lovers too, and any friend of yours is a friend of ours.

Surgery, Medicine, Dentistry, Anesthesia, Digial Radiology, Laboratory, 
Out Patient Services, Pharmacy, EKG, Boarding, Bathing and Grooming, 

Chemotherapy, Vaccinations, and Euthanasia

680 Red Table Drive ° Gypsum, CO 81637
970-524-3647 ° gypsumah.com

personal touch, I’m your person. I possess all the normal ac-
colades of a professional. The key difference is I focus on one 
person home projects. Small potatoes…

Contact Dana at 970-401-5412 or homeelectricvail@gmail.com 
for your home electrical needs!

Zino Ristorante  |  The Riverwalk  |  27 Main Street  |  Edwards CO
OPEN EVERYDAY AT 5PM

JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR

970-926-0777 ~ ZinoRistorante.com

GIUSEPPE BOSCO
General Manager/Co-Owner

NICK HALEY
Executive Chef/Co-Owner

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FOR THE VAIL VALLEY

FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

(970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

Spring
Cleaning!

• EXPERT SERVICE 
• ECO-FRIENDLY

CLEANING PRODUCTS

BOOK A
CLEANING TODAY!
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who’s making a difference

Read Well. Speak Well. Live Well.
Singletree Volunteers Change Lives with 

Contributed by Jane Linstroth, Jody Talbot, Judy Carson and  
Karen Zavis, Singletree Residents 
Article Compiled by Colleen Gray, Executive Director, The Literacy Project
Annual Spelling Bee Photos Courtesy of Olga Barron Photography, Inc.

The Literacy Project believes everyone deserves to 
read well, speak well and live well. Through volun-
teerism and generous financial support of donors, 
we provide all levels of English language tutoring to 
adults and children completely FREE. Our mission 
is to empower learners, tutors and volunteers to 
come together to shape brighter futures.

The welcoming environments of tutoring sessions 
equip learners to dream, believe and grow so 
they have endless opportunity to live fuller, more 
enriched lives. Through adaptable programs and 
collaboration with schools, partners, donors and 
volunteers, including four Singletree residents, 
Judy Carson, Jane Linstroth, Jody Talbot and 
Karen Zavis, The Literacy Project commits to 
serving everyone in our community that wants or 
needs help acquiring literacy skills. Our goals are 

improved graduation rates, increased 
test scores, decreased poverty and 
ensuring that books are in the hands 
of every child in our county. 

Why did you choose The Litera-
cy Project to devote your time  
to volunteer? 

Jane:  I had volunteered as an En-
glish as a Second Language assistant 
in a middle school in Madison, WI 
for a number of years. When I moved 
to Edwards in 2003 I looked for a 
similar opportunity. A girlfriend, ten-
nis partner and Singletree neighbor, 
Carrie Benway, told me about The 
Literacy Project. I contacted Sloan 
Munter and learned about the pro-
gram at Berry Creek Middle School, 
where two sixth graders needed extra 
help with their studies; I have been 
volunteering ever since.

Karen:  I chose The Literacy Project 
because I was looking for an oppor-

tunity to volunteer as a tutor for 
struggling students. I had worked as a 
volunteer in the classroom previously, 
had volunteered for Junior Achieve-
ment as well as BFF Buddies Program 
over the course of many years. Middle 
school tutoring was of interest because 
it is a very formative time for students; 
if they can master fundamentals (like 
math), develop good organizational 
skills (locker, planner, homework, etc.) 
and build some self-confidence, they 
are more assured of a successful high 
school experience.

Jody:  It is my strong and obvious 
belief that a good education gives a 
person the tools to have a successful 
life. It provides one with curiosity, 
self-esteem, and choices. I wanted 
to act on my beliefs; I knew that the 
opportunity would be fulfilling and 
challenging for me and I hope the 
same for my student(s).

How does your background apply 
to your work as a volunteer?

Jane:  My background is not in 
education, but as a mom of four, I was 
always helping in their classrooms. 
At the time, the Madison Elementary 
and Middle Schools had a program 
called Junior Great Books and I would 
lead these discussions with the stu-
dents bi-weekly. I am an avid reader 
and enjoy helping kids learn to read.

Judy:  I love the English language 
and majored in it in college. Later, I 
earned an M.A. in English education 
while teaching in the Boston area. In 
many interactions with immigrants in 
various settings, it was clear that to 
live and thrive in this country, it is nec-
essary to be literate in our language. In 
other countries, I am acutely aware of 
the limitations in understanding local 
cultures without knowing their lan-
guages. And so, in our heavily immi-
grant community, tutoring both adults 
and students was a no-brainer for me.

Karen:  I am an accountant by back-
ground.   That really does not provide 
any direct application to tutoring mid-
dle school students, but accounting 

The Literacy Project

has a great deal of logic and organiza-
tion integrated into its methodology. 
As a former CPA/Auditor, I also know 
and teach the value of documentation, 
especially as it relates to math.  

Jody:  A multitude of years ago, I was 
a student teacher in a small school in 
rural Michigan. One of my classes was 
teaching reading to about 10 wild high 
school boys. These young men believed 
very little of value happens in the 
classroom. The first few days were ter-
rifying and without any progress. This 
experience demanded that I be inven-
tive and passionate with my approach. 
I found out what each of their interests 
were and then found a magazine about 
their likes. By the end of the semester, 
my students had improved their reading 
skills and found that reading has its 
benefits. To this day, this experience 
has helped with my tutoring.

What is your biggest challenge as 
a volunteer?

Jane:  Whew, the “new” math is not 
my strong suit! The Literacy Project 
provides math tutorials for their 
volunteers and that helped, yet I 
would prefer to help my student with 
language arts, social studies and sci-
ence. Jackie, the school librarian, is a 
lifeline; she is always able to assist me 
and get me the materials I might need 
to help my student.

Judy:  The adults I have helped have 
been motivated to learn English to 
become integrated either in employ-
ment or in everyday interactions, 

sometimes with a goal of citizenship. 
On the other hand, tutoring at the 
middle school level requires compet-
ing and/or coordinating with curric-
ulum demands, non-English speaking 
families who are not able to support a 
student’s studies, and the distractions 
of adolescent life among generally 
fluent young people.

Karen:  I find the biggest challenge 
as a volunteer is making sure that the 
student’s parent(s) are an integral 
component to the success of the 
tutoring program. Middle school is a 
difficult time for kids… there is a lot 
of peer pressure and a lot of indepen-
dence from parental control being 
expressed. But, they are still kids. 
Parent(s) must encourage account-
ability and responsibility for aca-
demic results… this cannot be left to 
teachers and tutors.  

Jody:  MATH!!! This has never 
been my forte but fortunately I have 
recruited a variety of math whizzes to 
assist me and therefore my students.

What has been your most re-
warding experience as a volun-
teer for The Literacy Project?

Judy:  A Chinese business owner 
came to The Literacy Project with 
virtually no English. Over several 
months, using her English/Chinese 
digital dictionary during our ses-
sions, she became better able to 
communicate with customers and 
help her grade school children, who, 
of course, were also helping her to 

learn English.

Karen:  My greatest satisfaction has been seeing my 
students graduate from middle school to high school 
(continuation), and in several cases, graduation from 
high school. To see the progress the students have 
made over time, as reflected in their grades, as well 
as their personal maturation and self-confidence is 
gratifying. That said, it is also rewarding to crack 
through a tough exterior of middle school boys, and 
to get them to talk to you and make eye contact.

Jody:  I have a student who told me that she wanted 
to learn to knit. I brought a pair of needles and some 
yarn to our session and we now knit for about 10 min-
utes and the rest of the time is spent studying. This 
has made our relationship more rewarding for both of 
us; she is learning something that she chose to do and 
that always provides value to an experience.

What would you like to tell new volunteers? 
Jane:  Really, if I can do it, you can do it! Sloan 
Munter is very welcoming and encouraging. She 
meets with you and the student before you begin 
your sessions and provides you tools to understand 
your student’s strengths and weaknesses.  

Karen:  Tutoring can be challenging; perseverance 
and commitment are integral to the success of the tu-

toring experience and relationship. The 
students often have challenging home 
situations; it is always my goal to let my 
students know that I believe in them 
and will not give up. Yes, that means I 
will continue to show up for each and 
every session, even if they fail to per-
form, their grades are poor, or they still 
don’t understand the material.

Jody:  DO IT! You will learn new 
things and remember some old.  
The rewards will be many for you 
and the student.

Singletree residents on the Bee-
Fuddled spelling bee team

Jody and her student enjoying a 
tutoring session

Judy gets ready for her tutoring session at Berry 
Creek Middle School

Jody and Karen with fellow volunteer, Jill, at the Annual Spelling Bee

Karen makes learning fun for her 
tutoring student
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RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com
970-926-8111

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Come In for Pairing Advice
Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

4 Certified Sommeliers on Staff
10% Off Every Case of Wine

Easter
Greetings!

Easter
Greetings!Are you passionate about a special cause? Do you know someone who is committed to 

a particular charitable organization? Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to recognize the 
people in your community who are making a difference.

970-926-9206 ext 2  •  gail@traveloe.com

BOOK NOW FOR SUMMER 2020

Adventure
IN ALASKA

Lori Fennessey
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What have your students taught you?

Jane:  They really educated me on being much more 
efficient on the computer! These sixth graders are 
more advanced than I and I enjoy learning from them. 
It’s a treat to work with them one-on-one. 

Karen:  One person (like a tutor) can make a differ-
ence in the life of a child. A tutoring relationship can 
be an extremely important part of building a child’s 
self-esteem and self-confidence.

Jody:  All of my students have reminded me of the im-
portance of listening. I search for different and hopeful-
ly more successful ways to help them with their studies 
and their being. I also get to know someone I would 
not know without this experience. I think that keeps 
me young-at-heart. I urge any and all of you to contact 
The Literacy Project and offer your time. Our young 
students will benefit from your involvement as will you.

2020 marks the 30th year that The Literacy 
Project of Eagle County has been serving Eagle 
County. In celebration of this achievement, 
they are launching their 30 / 30 / 30 Campaign 
to run the duration of the year. Leaders and 
volunteers will come together to recruit 1,000 
new donors to give $30 to raise $30,000 in cele-
bration of the 30th year of the Literacy Project. 
Funds from this campaign will fund new pro-
grams including purchasing Chrome Books for 
tutoring sessions, expanding Adult Pre-GED 
and seeing Raise-a-Reader bags in the hands of 
every pre-schooler in the community.

Help fund these important literacy programs! 
Visit literacyprojecteaglecounty.com to make a 
donation. For additional information regarding 
our programs or to volunteer, call (970) 949-
5026 or visit literacy@evld.org.

Judy and Jane with a group of students from the Literacy Project

Singletree residents support the Annual Spelling Bee on the Sibley Plumbing Team
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Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 Berry Creek Road at the Community Center

www.singletreetoday.com

Reduce, Reuse and Recycle
     •Make sure you are recycling properly. Check out Eagle County Waste Wizard

Compost
     •Organic Waste Services membership info at Vail Honeywagon

Outdoor Water Efficiency
     •ERWSD provides valuable information on their website

Cleanup
     •Community Pride Highway Cleanup on Saturday, April 25

You Can Make a Difference!

Local Resources -

precious pets

Meet Charlie!
Full of Puppy Love... and Mischief

Contributed by Charlie, Brad Korell, Justin McNulty, Singletree Pet and Residents

Hello neighbors… I am Charlie (short for Charlotte), one of the 
newest puppies on the Singletree block. I was born on October 
14, 2019, and I made my grand entrance to the neighborhood on 
December 11 – just in time to celebrate the holidays with my dads, 
Brad Korell and Justin McNulty, and my new big sister, Cayman 
Junior (more commonly known as CJ). I came by way of the Front 
Range, and I am loving my new mountain home in Singletree.

My hobbies include chasing CJ in the snow, destroying toys 
whenever possible (I especially like the ones with squeakers), an-
noying Bella Nelson (she barks at me a lot), and eating anything 
I can find (whether it’s intended to be eaten or not). I have also 
enjoyed making new friends who often pass by along Hole 4 of 
the Sonnenalp Club. I am still trying to figure out why those large 
deer end up in my backyard. I want to play, but they want no part 
of it and run away as soon as they see me. Fortunately, I have my 
best pal CJ to keep me company and to show me the ropes. I also 
love field trips to the Ritz-Carlton at Bachelor Gulch. There are 
so many people there and they all want to hold me. I had no idea 
a Labrador puppy like me would be so popular!

I am told that I need to sleep an hour or two longer in the morn-
ings, but I have so much to do during the day that I want to get 
an early start. Besides, aren’t afternoons really designed for 
napping? I am quite good at those.

While the snow is really great so far, I cannot wait for my first 
summer in Singletree. CJ tells me that the hiking trails in and 
around the neighborhood are awesome. She also tells me that I 
can’t run on the golf course in the summer and that if I see a golf 
ball, I have to leave it. That’s a lot of rules!

By the way, I have an Instagram page (@ruppycharlie), so please 
give me a follow and watch me grow up!

Introduce your pet - be it dog, cat, turtle, horse or fish - to the neighborhood! 
Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to feature your favorite companion.



Inside Singletree  •  April 2020 April 2020  •  Inside Singletree24 25

home of the month

Mountains and Sky Abound at 
Contributed by Greg and Michelle Weisman, 

 Singletree Residents

The best thing about Singletree is the beautiful mountain views with-
out the congestion of Vail. The homes are sprinkled about and not on 
top of each other, and the golf course winding through the neighbor-
hood will keep it that way forever! Also, there’s no doubt Singletree 
has a great community feel. Over the years, our family has immensely 
enjoyed our local park, the Singletree Community Center, and espe-
cially having the Sonnenalp Club nearby. We also love that Singletree 
is a part of Edwards which has so much to offer, and it’s just a hop, 
skip and a jump over to the slopes and great fishing.
 
We chose our location on Singletree Road after looking at many 
homes in the area – our lot offered unparalleled views of the 
mountains and no neighbors on 3 sides. Since we spend a lot of 
time at the Sonnenalp Club, we liked the proximity to the club; 

So many fabulous homes in Singletree! Please email holly.proctor@
n2pub.com to feature your home or nominate your neighbor’s!

it’s just a quick walk. Additionally, being from “flat” Florida, we 
appreciate that we’re not too high in elevation and it’s an easy 
drive to all the amenities in Edwards. Not to mention, the roads 
are easy to drive in the winter!
 
Once we settled on our location and our house, we knew we 
wanted to take things in a contemporary direction. And for anyone 
who knew the house before, this was no easy feat. When we found 
Brian Judge, we felt he immediately understood our vision, and we 
knew right away we wanted him to be our architect. Being from 
Florida, it was always about the views, so we designed the home to 
take advantage of our last-on-the-road lot and all its openness.  

The result is spectacular, with mountains and sky from nearly every 
window – the views literally follow you around as you move through 
the house, even while soaking in the tub! The outside is inside in all 
the right ways. Honorable Mention goes to Sarah Siegel of Sarlyn 
Builders, who completed the home with a great understanding of the 
high level of finishes and details we wanted to accomplish.
 
It seemed like a long road to the finish line, but it was worth the 
wait, and we couldn’t be happier with the end result! We love 
having a new house in our favorite neighborhood, capturing the 
glorious Colorado views every day. Life is Good!

451 Singletree Road
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travel tales
Contributed by Tricia Swenson, Singletree Resident

Even though I feel extremely lucky to 
live near two world-class ski resorts, 
I love the experience you get while 
skiing in Europe. This past January, I 
had the opportunity to go to St. Anton 
and the surrounding villages in the 
Arlberg region in Austria. Vail and 
Beaver Creek are great, but there is 
just something about skiing in a place 
where it’s not just a sport, it’s a part 
of Austria’s history and culture.

The Arlberg region consists of St. 
Anton, St. Christof, Stuben, Zurs, 
Lech and Warth-Schrocken. Much of 
the terrain is situated in wide-open 
bowls. I have skied in Chamonix, 
France, so I was familiar with piste 
markers indicating the trails. The 
color blue means the beginner runs, 
red means advanced and black means 
expert. Even if you have seen ski runs 
in Europe before, it still takes your 
breath away.

The villages are accessed by 88 lifts 
and there are over 300 kilometers 
(about 186 miles) of marked ski runs 
and over 200 kilometers (about 124 
miles) of off-piste terrain to ski be-
tween the towns in the Arlberg region. 
Lift tickets are 65 euros, but some 
hotels work with the Epic Pass if you 
stay there, so inquire about that if you 
are planning a trip to the Arlberg.

The altitude is lower as well. The valley 
floor is at 1,304 meters, which is about 
4,200 feet above sea level and the peak 
altitude at Valluga is 2,811 meters, or 
approximately 9,200 feet above sea 
level. Just for comparison, Vail’s village 
base elevation is 8,150 and the peak at 
Blue Sky Basin is over 11,500 feet at the 
top of Pete’s Express lift.

To illustrate how vast this place is, when we were in Warth, 
which is a few towns away, we started thinking that we’d better 
head back to make sure we caught each lift before it closed. The 
lifts close between 4 and 4:30 p.m. We were on the Jageralp 
Express at 1:50 p.m. and didn’t get to the base of St. Anton until 5 
p.m. So, if you do go, keep an eye on the time!

When we were there, we had three days of warmer-than-nor-
mal temperatures and blue skies each day. The level of snowfall 
averages out to around nine meters (about 350 inches) during a 
classic Arlberg winter.

The skiing is amazing, but learning more about the culture and 
the sport’s history in Austria was also a wonderful part of the 
trip. This area is known as the “cradle of skiing” with its Ski 
Club Arlberg formed in 1901. (There is an exchange that goes 
on between the athletes at Ski and Snowboard Club Vail and the 
athletes at Ski Club Arlberg each year). The first ski race in the 
Alps was hosted in the Arlberg in 1904; the founding of the first 
ski school was in 1921.

Speaking of history, the hotel we stayed at was a pretty historical 
spot. In St. Anton, we stayed at the Schneider Hof Hotel-Garni, 
which was the home to Austrian ski pioneer and the founder of 
the Austrian Method style of skiing, Hannes Schneider.

Hitler wanted Schneider to teach his troops to ski and he refused. 
He was an opponent of the Nazi regime and immigrated to North 
Conway, New Hampshire in 1939. It’s a fascinating story of how 
Schneider was able to come to the United States and was also 
able to keep the property throughout World War II.

Today, Hannes Schneider’s grandson, Christoph, and wife, Hannah, 
run the hotel. Hannah explained the history of the hotel and how they 
ended up in Austria. She grew up with Christoph in New Hampshire 
and they run the hotel during the winter months and in the summer 
they go back to North Conway with their Jack Russell terrier.

It wouldn’t be a European ski trip without après ski and every-
thing you’ve heard about après-ski over there is true! The French 
may have coined the term, but Austria does it best.

SKIING IN ST. ANTON
Tricia Swenson Goes Off-piste in Austria

Tricia poses in Lech, Beaver Creek’s sister city, and part of the Arlberg ski region

Piste markers guide skiers throughout the Arlberg

Even at only 5-feet-one-inch, Tricia felt tall on the slopes of St. AntonA view of St. Anton from Dorfstrasser Street; the Schneiderhof Hotel-Garni is on the right
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Share your most amazing vacation with your 
neighbors! Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com with 
your travel tales.

Although there are plenty of bars in the villages, it’s 
tradition to stop at an après ski hotspot up on the 
hill. From vast decks with great views to two-sto-
ry dance floors with everyone dancing in their ski 
boots, it’s a sight to behold. The music plays into 
the early part of the evening and the skiers still 
need to find their way back to the base with just the 
lights of the town to guide them.

Après ski is as much a part of the day as skiing it-
self. We met people from Sweden, France, Austria, 
Germany, Russia and the Netherlands. There is 
nothing quite like having the entire bar, still in 
their ski boots, singing along, on pitch or off-key, to 
“Sweet Caroline” halfway around the world.

I think world peace could be solved in an Austrian 
après ski bar.

Charcuterie is a popular dish at après skiBeanbags welcome guests on the deck of the Seekopf 
restaurant, one of many on-mountain restaurants 
throughout the Arlberg

There are plenty of photo ops in the Arlberg; Will you stop 
skiing long enough to take one?

Tricia and ski companions Kim Miller and Rhonda Swenson are silhouetted against the bright blue sky in 
the Arlberg

RETRACTABLE SCREEN DOORS
Spring is here!

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970-926-2888
www.alpineambiance.com

Featuring THE best on the market,
complete with expert installation
        

Free Estimates ~ We Come to You! ~ Exceptional Service since 1991
Expert Installation  ~ Repairs

FREE
shipping on
all orders!
Valid 'til 4/30/20

- with this ad

Hunter Douglas blinds/shades & 
custom draperies

Z&Z Roofing LLC
Sergio Gonzalez

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Re-Roofing, Gutters 
& Heat Tape

(970) 470-0256
PO Box 1154, Eagle, CO 81631

Sergio@zandzroofing.com

InsuredFree
Estimates

Mention this ad 
for 10% OFF when 

replacing your roof with 
DAVINCI, SHAKE 

MULTIWID, BELLAFORTE, 
SLATE, METAL 

STANDING SEAM, E P 
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singletree tribute

A TALE OF TWO WARRIORS
A  G U N G - H O  V O L U N T E E R  A N D  A  R E L U C T A N T  D R A F T E E

Contributed by Jim Ruh and Scott Prall, Singletree Residents
Article Written by Jim Ruh, Scott Prall and Bobbie Ruh, Resident Writer

Scott Prall and Jim Ruh are two Singletree residents 
who are Vietnam veterans. In honor of the end of the 
Vietnam War on April 30, 1975, they agreed to share 
their experiences with respect to the war that ended 
with the fall of Saigon 45 years ago. Although they came 
from different backgrounds, Scott, a California “service 
brat” who served in 1966-67 and Jim, a Michigan 
scientist’s son who served in 1969-70, they found that 
they had much in common.  Both were “grunts” who saw 
substantial combat. Both spent their military combat 
leaves, known as “R & R” for “rest and relaxation”, 
in Hong Kong. Both experienced the monsoons in 
the jungles and fields and remembered, not fondly, 
being constantly wet and covered with leeches. Most 
importantly, both lived to tell about it. 

How did you come to be a warrior in Vietnam?

Scott:  Since early childhood, it had always been my desire to 
attend college. After college, I planned to enter the Marine Corps 
with the intention of making it my career by serving my country 
voluntarily and honorably. Two months after high school gradu-
ation, due to the growing conflict in Vietnam, I altered my career 
path by enlisting in the Marine Corps before entering college. I 
then intended to use the GI Bill for college, and later seek a com-
mission with the USMC.

Jim:  During my sophomore year in college, I became a strong 
opponent of our involvement in Vietnam and never dreamed that 

I’d end up as a soldier there. My plan in 1965 was to marry my 
high school sweetheart upon graduation and immediately start 
law school, both of which would provide me with an exemption 
from military service. However, by my senior year in 1968, I had 
long since broken up with my high school girlfriend and Presi-
dent Johnson had ended graduate deferments. Thus, thousands 
of other college graduates and I were drafted. I assumed that with 
a business and finance degree, I’d get a job in finance and would 
serve out my two years behind a desk. Wrong. The Army put 99% 
of college graduates into the infantry. I was one of them.

What was it like to transition from civilian to warrior?

Scott:  For me, the transition was minimal. I was raised with 
healthy military discipline in a military family. Dad was a career 
Marine officer and we moved often. I was born at a Marine Air Sta-
tion in NC. Grew up living on or near a Marine air base or camps in 
NC, VA, HI and CA. Some might say, “I was born a Marine.” Boot 
camp was much as expected only more intense. I remember one of 
my drill instructors chewing me out for some infraction, whether 
imagined or real, I don’t remember. He also revealed that he had 
learned that my father was a retired Marine officer and suggest-
ed that I keep it to myself. And he would also, which he did. At 
graduation, to the surprise of all the other DI’s, he called the hall to 
attention when my father entered. Due to the escalation of conflict 
in Vietnam, our boot training was reduced by two weeks.

Jim:  I declined Officers’ Candidate School since that would have 
obligated me to spend a third year in the Army and chose instead 
to go to Non-Commissioned Officers School, where I became a 
Staff Sergeant and eventually functioned as an Infantry Platoon 
Sergeant in Vietnam. I was optimistic that I’d survive the war 
until my first week in Vietnam proved me naive. Six other new-
bies and I were assigned to the 1st Platoon, Bravo Company, 5th 
of the 12th in the 199th Light Infantry Brigade. We were assigned 
to that platoon because two days earlier, seven members of that 
platoon, including their lieutenant, had been killed in action.  

That meant starting on day one, I was the highest-ranking person 
in the platoon and temporarily became the platoon leader rather 
than the platoon sergeant. As platoon leader, I had three goals: not 
to be killed, not to have anyone under my command killed and not 
to kill anyone. The next day we left on my first mission and within 

were prime targets for the enemy in their effort to break our lines 
of communication.

Memories of my time in combat remain vivid, while others are 
best lost forever. I saw a great deal of combat, but still only 
address the memory of my first kill which was shortly after I 
arrived in country. Of all the memories, some are almost funny: 
I remember being trampled by a water buffalo belonging to a 
Vietnamese farmer, friend or foe it was hard to tell the difference, 
but I was so blinded with anger that I shot it dead. I got into a lot 
of trouble for that because the Marines had to pay to replace the 
animal. It was like blowing up a guy’s tractor.

Other memories are not so funny. Once, our commanding lieu-
tenant made a mistake by foolishly allowing us into a rice paddy 
where we were totally exposed and surrounded in what is best 
referred to as a box ambush. The only way out was to charge the 
tree line that appeared to have the least amount of hostel fire. One 
of my most vivid memories is when I helped our corpsman (medic) 
perform a field tracheotomy on a wounded fellow marine during 
an intense firefight on Mutters Ridge; he didn’t make it. The enemy 
machine gun bunker was just over the ridge and below us about 150 
meters out, so artillery shells were flying in low over our heads. 
We had been warned to keep our heads down, but that was easy 
because we were receiving heavy fire from the bunker forward.

Jim:  In 1969 and 1970, no one that I knew in Vietnam thought that 
we would actually win the war. With that mindset, the mission was 
all about survival, not victory. We did all that we could to survive, 
including turning “search and destroy” missions into “search and 

Vietnam Warriors Scott Prall (L) and Jim Ruh (R)

A collection of memories from Scott Prall including the 1965 Marine Corps Recruit Depot, a 
card to Dad in April 66 and a handful of photos from June 66

Scott PrallJim Ruh
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the first hour we were ambushed by the Viet Cong. In the ensuing 
firefight, I was wounded, although not seriously. Those two events 
caused me to rethink my odds of surviving my tour in Vietnam. 
However, I was never wounded again and no one under my com-
mand was killed during my tour of duty. I had accomplished my 
first two goals. As for my third goal, in intense battles with auto-
matic weapons spraying everywhere, one could never tell exactly 
how that turned out.   

What are your most profound memories of your time 
in Vietnam?

Scott:  Six months after enlisting on my 19th birthday in Febru-
ary 1966, I was given an all-expense-paid trip to Southeast Asia 
and flew out of MCAS El Toro on a military aircraft backwards to 
DaNang as a private to do a 13-month tour of duty. Upon arrival, I 
was assigned to Kilo Company 3rd Battalion 3rd Marines, which 
were holding the perimeter of Da Nang at the time. Within a couple 
of weeks, we were transported by truck and helicopter north to 
somewhere near the DMZ (the demilitarized zone that divided 
North Vietnam from South Vietnam). I remember being dropped 
off in the middle of rice paddies and working our way back south 
to Hue where we were transported further south to Phu Bai. We 
spent a couple of weeks there on perimeter duty and while there, 
saw Ann Margret from a great distance when she got off a chopper 
to do a USO show for guys in the rear with the gear. We didn’t 
spend any time in the rear so we never saw a USO show.

After being in country for about a month, I was chosen to carry 
the squad radio and did so until asked to carry the platoon radio 
and eventually moved up to the company radio. Most of my tour 
was spent communicating for my company, platoon, or squad. 
That meant I relayed information and orders between my combat 
unit and others, as commanders rarely were on the radio without 
having good cover. Along with the radio, I still carried and slept 
with my best friend, an M14 rifle. I was quite lucky, as radiomen 

avoid” missions. Survival was partially a matter of being smart and 
cautious, but it was also a matter of luck. A bullet that grazed my 
head and drew blood would have ended my life if it had been an 
inch lower.  Another bullet lodged in a can of peaches in my back-
pack, rather than in my spine. I survived a number of other equally 
close calls and I can only attribute that to luck.  

One of my most traumatic experiences was having to fly home 
mid-tour as the body escort for one of my best friends since third 
grade. We had graduated from the University of Michigan togeth-
er, been drafted together and did all our training together. While 
home for his funeral, I came down with malaria and was hospital-
ized for several weeks. I notified the Army, but someone trans-
posed my Service Number and I was listed as being AWOL when 
I didn’t show up back in Vietnam on time. I was able to clear 
that up before being arrested, but when I returned to Vietnam, I 
learned that in my absence I had been reassigned to finance and 
then, because I was listed as being AWOL, I was transferred back 
to the infantry where I remained for the rest of my tour.

What was your readjustment like after returning 
from Vietnam?

Scott:  I left Vietnam as a corporal in March 1967 and returned 
to Southern California for a 30 day leave, and then reported for 
duty at Camp Pendleton, within sight of my family in Vista CA. I 
was instructed to report directly to the Base Sargent Major, as we 
attended the same church in Vista for many years, and I had dat-
ed his daughter some while in school. He gave me three choices 
of duty: military police, instructor of infantry training, or guard 
in the brig. I goofed and took the brig duty. In hindsight, I should 
have taken the assignment as a training instructor for troops pre-
paring to be sent into combat. At my request, I was transferred to 
Marine Barracks, Mare Island, Vallejo CA, in October 1967. I was 
planning to re-enlist in August 1969, but earlier that year, was 
given maybe the most important choice of my life.

I had the opportunity to accept an 
early discharge or a promise of anoth-
er tour in Vietnam if I was to re-en-
list; I was not going back to Nam. 
Memories of my experience were still 
raw and painful and I had come to re-
alize that we were not “in it to win it”; 
I did not want to fight in a war that 
was conducted that way. On the other 
hand, if I didn’t re-enlist, I would have 
to abandon my dream of being career 
Marine. I was torn until my mother 
and wife took a stand and begged me 
not to return. I know this must have 
been hard for her given our family’s 
military history, but my father did not 
oppose her and in the end, I acceded 

to her wishes and left the Marines in 1969 to enter 
the civilian world. I spent two years in telephone 
installation, repair and sales followed by thirty-sev-
en successful years in sales, auto and insurance.

Stepping back to mid-1967, when l found myself 
having homicidal thoughts, I sought help at the 
Camp Pendleton sickbay. I was told to “suck it up 
Marine. You know the difference between right and 
wrong.” That I did until about 2003, when PTSD 
began to crack my shield of emotional protection. 
In 2004, I sought help from the VA but it was not 
until mid-2007, after I turned myself in to the Grand 
Junction VAMC for suicide prevention, that I was 
assigned a real psychologist. He quickly assessed 
my PTSD issues and together we created a healthy 
plan of therapy to combat my PTSD. Previously my 
therapists had been only Licensed Clinical Social 
Workers that left me just treading water. To this 
day, I continue therapy with regular visits with my 
psychologist and psychiatrists. My world is good!!

Jim:  Many Vietnam veterans came back to their 
hometowns where they were often treated with 
hostility and where no one could relate to what 
they had gone through. I had a different experience. 

LOCATED ON THE GOLF COURSE
Enjoy the updated kitchen with polished 
quartz, birch cabinets and hickory wood 

floors. Large deck overlooks the golf 
course. Tile roof and new solar energy 
system improve the environment while 

reducing your utilities! Complete with 4 
bedrooms, den, office and lower level 

media or bunk room.

Call for more information.

Let's Ask Leslie
Featured Property

#1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE 
IN THE UNITED STATES!

Leslie Grooters
Luxury Broker
Vail Market Center
970.376.0705 • leslieg@kw.com
VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

- Leslie

Dear Sensible,
Many factors come into play in determining if buying a vacation home is better than renting.
Just a few of the advantages to purchasing are:
• You are not limited to a rental availability
• Your investment is likely to increase in value over time
• The convenience of knowing where you will be staying and the ability to leave personal items
• The possibility of rental income could offset expenses
• Also, the pride of owning a vacation home might allow you to spend more time here than

when you just rented.
Call me to discuss the many great opportunities that exist for owning vacation properties.

Dear Leslie,
My family and I come to Vail each year for several weeks to vacation.
Does it make economic sense to invest in a vacation home vs renting one?
Signed, Sensible

I left Vietnam after spending three weeks in the Cambodian invasion in May of 
1970; three weeks that I didn’t think I’d survive and still don’t like to talk about. 
I arrived home in Midland, Michigan about midnight on a Thursday night. I 
woke up at 4:00 am the next morning to drive to Ann Arbor to start law school 
ten days late. I sat down in my first class that morning behind an attractive 
young woman who offered me her notes after class to help me catch up. 

I have now been married to that same woman for over 48 years. Our class at 
Michigan Law was unique. The law school had adopted a new policy when 
graduate deferments were revoked to the effect that if a student had been 
accepted and paid the admission fee but was then drafted, their place would 
be held until their military service was completed. As a result, 50% of my 
classmates, over 200 of us, were Vietnam veterans. We had a group to talk to 
who understood what we had all gone through and that helped a great deal in 
adjusting to our post-Vietnam world.

Remembering our Nation’s Veterans

Scott Prall’s Ribbons (from the top - L to R): Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, Good 
Conduct, National Defense Service, Vietnam Service, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, and Republic 
of Vietnam Campaign
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singletree social

Angels & Demons 
CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY

Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc.

What is your favorite part of Valen-
tine’s Day? We asked the Angels & 
Demons who donned red & black to 
celebrate the day of LOVE in Single-
tree. Flowers, chocolates, skiing, red 
wine and dinner out were tops on the 
list for our guests. A huge thank you 
to George and Genevieve Peirce for 
their enthusiastic hospitality in host-
ing a fun and festive evening!George and Genevieve Peirce host Angels & Demons for Valentine’s Day
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