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When was the last time you
had your heating system serviced?

Call PSI Today!
970.926.0500 | 24/7

PFurnitureandDesign.com
(970) 949-0153

VailLights.net
(970) 949-1508

L O C A T E D  I N  A V O N   •   1 4 2  B E A V E R C R E E K  P L A C E

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
since 1981
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mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339
Spas ~ Pools ~ Swim Spas ~ Grills ~ Fitness ~ Saunas ~ Design and Build

Eagle-Vail Business Center, 41010 Highway 6

Save Up To $1,000
on select spas!

4722 Hwy 6, Gypsum CO 81637
970-524-7323 (office)

 www.topnotch-logworks.com | www.topnotch-painting.com 

TOP NOTCH PAINTING
A division of Top Notch Logworks 

Top Notch Painting, your interior painting and staining experts.

Is your home ready
for holiday guests?

Holly Proctor
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron  |  970-445-0750 
olga@olgabarronphotography.com

Renee Nelson  |  307-241-0218
renee.nelson@n2pub.com

N2 Publishing Design Team

The Residents of Singletree

AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

ADVERTISING MANAGER            

CREATIVE TEAM

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ Association 
(“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside 
Singletree are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events 
take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.

NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event, and they may 
be used in the publication.

Hospitals
Vail Valley Medical Center  970-476-2451
Emergency  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus  970-569-7520

Singletree
Management Office  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration  970-328-8604
Airport Administration  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter  970-328-3647
Assessor  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder  970-328-8710
Finance  970-328-3510
General Information  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles  970-328-8500
Voter Information  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Holy Cross Electric  970-949-5892
Excel Energy  970-262-4092
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center  888-824-4010
CenturyLink  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon  970-476-3511

I M P O RTA N T 

INFORMATION www.n2pub.com
© 2019 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.
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SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X

APPAREL & ACCESSORIES
Ski Girl

(970) 331-6324
www.skigirl.com

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Gypsum Animal Hospital

(970) 524-3647
gypsumah.com

ATTORNEY
Law for Locals, LLC

(970) 476-4244
www.lawforlocalsllc.com

BRACES/ORTHODONTICS
Smile Doctors

(970) 926-2666
smiledoctors.com

CATERING / HOME DELIVERY / 
PERSONAL CHEF

Second Nature Gourmet
(970) 471-9541

www.secondnaturegourmet.com

CLUB & RESTAURANT
The Sonnenalp Club

(970) 477-5374
www.sonnenalpclub.com

CONTRACTOR/
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

Trinity Builders
(970) 331-1220

www.trinitybuilders.com

DECKS & RAILINGS
Top Notch Logworks

(970) 989-0687
topnotch-logworks.com

DENTAL CARE
Eagle River Dentistry

(970) 926-1519
www.eagleriverdentistry.com

Elevated Dental
(970) 476-3991

www.elevateddentalvail.com

ESTATE PLANNING
Silversmith Legal

(970) 306-6449
www.silversmithlegal.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Troy Fuller - Farmers Financial 

Services
(970) 432-0101

https://agents.farmers.com/co/eagle/
troy-fuller

FITNESS
Barre Forte Vail Valley

(303) 725-0743
www.barreforte.com

FURNITURE
Nest Furnishings
(970) 949-0989

www.nestvail.com

HVAC / RADIANT HEAT / BOILERS
Plumbing Systems, Inc.

(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

HOME FURNISHINGS
P. Furniture & Design II

(970) 949-0153
www.pfurnituredesign.com

INSURANCE
Troy Fuller - Farmers Insurance

(970) 432-0101
 https://agents.farmers.com/co/eagle/

troy-fuller

LF Insurance Group
(970) 390-3706

www.LFInsuranceGroup.com

INTERIOR DESIGN
M.E. Design Studio

(970) 331-3464
www.me-design-studio.com

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE / DESIGN
Alpenrose Gardenscapes

(970) 376-5477
www.alpenrosegardenscapes.com

LIGHTING
Vail Lights

(970) 949-1508
www.vaillightsinc.com

MORTGAGE BANKER
US Bank

David Kurt
(970) 376-3948

US Bank Home Mortgage
Patrick McCalley
(301) 325-7024

MOTORSPORTS
Integra Motorsports

(970) 945-6301
integramotorsports.com

PHOTOGRAPHY - FAMILY / PORTRAIT
Olga Barron Photography Inc.

(970) 445-0750
www.OlgaBarronPhotography.com

PLUMBING/HEATING/COOLING/
DRAIN CLEANING

Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500
www.psivail.com

POOLS & SPAS
Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa

(970) 949-6339
mcpsvail.com

This Index has been created to provide an easy reference for you when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to 
use; these local businesses are proud to partner with the community and to make this magazine possible. Take a minute 
to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring INSIDE Singletree and be sure to call on them when you need 
their products or services. And of course, please remember to thank them for supporting INSIDE Singletree!

PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property  
Owners’ Association

(970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
Alida Zwaan -  

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
(970) 471-0291

www.VailRealEstateColo.com

Andie Ohde - LIV Sotheby’s 
International Realty

(970) 845-0400
www.vailarearealestate.com

Cynthia Kruse - RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY
(970) 766-7355

www.RealEstateVailValley.com

Happy Power -  
Slifer, Smith & Frampton

(970) 331-8196
www.happyinvail.com

Leslie Grooters -  
KW Mountain Properties

(970) 376-0705
www.VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

The Seabury Group -  
LIV Sotheby’s Intl Realty

(970) 390-8786
resorts.livsothebysrealty.com

REMODELING & RENOVATIONS
Rusty Spike Enterprises

(970) 390-1431
www.rustyspikenow.com

Sundial Construction
(970) 926-7447

www.sundialconstruction.com

RESIDENTIAL &  
COMMERCIAL CLEANING

Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

www.sweepingchangevail.com

ROOFING - GUTTERS & 
SNOW RETENTION

Z&Z Roofing
(970) 470-0256

RESTAURANT
Zino Ristorante
(970) 926-0777

www.zinoristorante.com

TRAVEL AGENCY /  
CUSTOM TRAVEL PLANNING

Overland Express Travel
(970) 390-5132

www.traveloe.com

VEIN TREATMENT CLINIC
American Vein & Vascular Institute

(719) 766-8346
www.americanvein.com

WINE / LIQUOR / BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits

(970) 926-8111
www.riverwalkwineandspirits.com

E S TAT E  P L A N N I N G   •   W I L L S   •   T R U S T S   •   TA X  P L A N N I N G   •   P R O B AT E   •   T R U S T  A D M I N I S T R AT I O N  

Avon Office (Main Office)
30 Benchmark Rd, Suite 202
Avon, Colorado 81620

Chris topher L.  Si lversmi th, Esq.
LL.M. (Master of  Laws) in Taxat ion

With offices in Avon and Glenwood Springs, Silversmith Legal 
offers a wide range of estate planning ser vices for individuals 

and families including the preparation of wills, trusts, and 
business succession planning documents.

www.silversmithlegal.com
970-306-6449
admin@silversmithlegal.com

This Index has been created to provide an easy reference for you when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to 
use; these local businesses are proud to partner with the community and to make this magazine possible. Take a minute 
to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring INSIDE Singletree and be sure to call on them when you need 
their products or services. And of course, please remember to thank them for supporting INSIDE Singletree!
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Happy October!  This month brings with it fond memories of 
hot summer days, lingering golden aspen leaves and anticipa-
tion of the coming winter season. Lots of great things to bring a 
smile to your face!

In this issue, we meet Greg and Cynthia Nelson, along with their 
Cavanauser, Bella. Originally hailing from California, this fun 
and gregarious couple found Singletree to check all the boxes for 
a home where they can hike, golf and attend a concert all in one 
day. In their words, “What more could we possibly want?”

It is truly inspiring to see our Singletree residents giving back to the 
community in so many ways. While longing to be a ranch woman, 
Connie Welch has found a very gratifying fix as a volunteer feeding 
and watering the horses at the Mountain Valley Horse Rescue. Tim 
Swift shares his role and enlightens us as to how Planned Parent-
hood lives up to its commitment to provide, protect and expand their 
high-quality sexual and reproductive health care programs.

Al and Cheryl Lee share their path from admiring the lot at 1880 
Winslow to building their dream home with sweeping views 

across the valley. Leland McInerny brings awareness to the social 
issues of today through her portraiture. And Melanna Marcelot 
lets us in on how her yellow lab mix got the name Lexi.

Finally, we recap the fun of summer with Grillin’ and Chillin’ at 
MCPS, an exclusive Singletree Barre Forte class, and of course, 
the annual Singletree Summer Party. Ladies! Enjoy the opportu-
nity to freshen your closets and socialize with your neighbors at 
a Free Clothing Swap graciously hosted by Dana Walker on Sun-
day, October 6. And don’t miss the fun for all ages at the annual 
Halloween Party on October 27!

Enjoy the glory of October and remember, in the words of A.A. 
Milne, “The end of the summer is not the end of the world. 

Here’s to October...”

you are 
invited Let’s Celebrate

OCTOBER!
‘YOUR BEST FRIENDS’ CLOSET’ CLOTHING SWAP

Sunday, October 6, 2019
Graciously hosted by Dana Walker
121 Morgan Drive | 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Ladies of Singletree! Join us for a free clothing swap! Bring clothes and accessories 
you no longer wish to keep and go home with a few new finds. Please bring a friend 
(does not need to be a Singletree resident), a bottle of wine, a small side dish to 
share, and a shopping bag.  This is the perfect opportunity to freshen up your ward-
robe for free or just socialize with your friends and neighbors! 

For questions, please contact the hostess, Dana Walker at 970-401-5412.  
RSVP to insidesingletreersvp@gmail.com or 303-859-3369  
by Friday, October 4, 2109.

ANNUAL SINGLETREE 
HALLOWEEN PARTY

Sunday, October 27, 2019
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Singletree Community Center

Bring the whole family to enjoy the fun at your 
neighborhood Halloween party! Activities will 
include costume contests, pinatas and pumpkin 
carving. Tricks and treats will be served for all!

RSVP to insidesingletreersvp@gmail.com 
or 303-859-3369 or  
manager@singletreetoday.com  
by Thursday, October 24, 2109.

ALIDA ZWAAN

OVER 200 
HOMES SOLD 

IN 
SINGLETREE

Luxury
Collection

Serving the Vail Valley for over 35 years

VailRealEstateColo.com

New Location at Highway 6 
& Capitol in Eagle

publisher's note

Holly Proctor
Area Director 
303-859-3369  |  
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

HELLOSingletree residents!
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Leland McInerny   
Celebrating the Arts

Melanna Marcellot 
and Bryan Coffey   

Precious Pets

Rohn Robbins   
Travel Tales

Tim Swift   
Who’s Making a Difference

Connie Welch  
 Volunteer Spotlight

Greg and Cynthia Nelson   
Meet Your Neighbors

Belle Ebner   
Resident Writer

Allie Decent   
Resident Writer

Olga Barron    
Photographer

Debbie Robbins    
Content Advisor

Al and Cheryl Lee 
Home of the Month

970-926-9206
GAIL@TRAVELOE.COM

OVERLAND EXPRESS 

Family friendly All-Inclusive Resorts • Cruises with upgrades and discounts
Golf Vacations • Bike Trips for all levels 

Low international business class fares  • Last minute cruises from $199 PP

TRAVEL
OVERLAND EXPRESS 

TRAVEL
Let us help you plan your 
trip to save $$ and peace of mind.
Let us help you plan your 
trip to save $$ and peace of mind.

Singletree Resident

Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 Berry Creek Road at the Community Center

www.singletreetoday.com

We are Community!
Many of us have noticed our County and local businesses have made Mental Health a priority 
in the last few years. This comes in a time when, not just our community, rather communities 
across our nation have found the need to support and fund Mental Health/Behavioral Health 
services. We are fortunate because we do have a number of mental health specialists in our 

area whom are very experienced and dedicated to helping our community members.  
Reach out to the below organizations or private therapists and share your needs to find a 

good fit for you or a loved one.

Mind Springs Health  Eagle 970-328-6969  Vail 970-476-0930
The Hope Center  970-306-4643 – 24/7 Crisis hotline
Samaritan Center  970-926-8558
Speak Up, Reach Out  970-748-4410

Join your neighbors –
October 27 – Annual Halloween Party

November 14 – Wine Tasting
December 8 – Annual Holiday Party

PsychologyToday | www.psychologytoday.com, this site has a robust list of private therapists in our area.

970-390-6155 • RustySpikeNow.com

RUSTY SPIKE ENTERPRISES 

Revitalizing Vail homes since 1973
Remodeling, Additions & Architectural Details

Each and every Singletree resident has amazing 
interests, passions, and accomplishments to share with 
friends and neighbors. Your neighborhood publication 
is not possible without your active and enthusiastic 
participation; we welcome and appreciate your 
involvement in INSIDE Singletree!

To feature your family, kids, pets, athletic endeavors, 
volunteer activities, travel adventures or social activities 
in an upcoming issue; please email  
holly.proctor@n2pub.com to participate in 
INSIDE Singletree.

OCTOBER
c o n t r i b u t o r s
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G reg and Cynthia Nelson, like almost everyone else in our 
valley, are transplants from somewhere else. These two 
friendly locals originally hail from the OC, California.  

So why move from a home one mile from the beach where it’s 
pretty much 70 degrees every day?

Cynthia is quick to tell you “there’s more to life than the weather! 
Although I have become very appreciative of the four distinct 
seasons we have here. The beauty is always changing - the view 
never stays the same, there’s something invigorating about 
that.”  But why Vail?

Let’s start at the beginning.

Cynthia always knew she would eventually leave California and 
plan retirement somewhere else. She was raised by a CPA who 
impressed upon her the value of things including the comparative 
costs of living across the country. She knew the cost of living in 

Get to know your neighbors by 
featuring your family in the next 
available issue! Email holly.proctor@
n2pub.com to share your family story 
with your community. 

meet your neighbors
Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc. 

Article Written by Lynda Jackson

California was prohibitive and always planned to exit when the 
time was right. She loosely had a 20-year plan in mind to leave.

But then 9/11 happened and major shifts in their thinking took 
place as it did for many Americans. Many said at the time, “if we 
learn nothing else from this tragedy, we learn that life is short.” 
Cynthia felt it keenly, but she also saw the devastating losses 
many of her clients went through. She decided she wanted it 
all and she wanted it now! The 20-year plan got thrown out the 
window! It was time to make big changes.

Greg and Cynthia hit the road. They explored all the Western 
states before falling for Colorado. Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 
Washington all received the ‘Nelson eye’. Montana came close 
but the Vail Valley won hands down. “It checked all the boxes,” 
Cynthia says. “Great active quality of life, easy access to an inter-
national airport, a nice drive back to California where we have 
families we love, big city events in a small town, concerts. You 
can do three things in one day - hike, golf and a concert. What 
more could we possibly want?”

NelsonGREG & CYNTHIA

It was an easy decision. But not as easy for Greg.   Greg grew 
up around boats on Balboa Island. He started his career in 
sailing working for a sail maker then running the Hood sail 
making loft. In the mid-80’s he became a Yacht Captain of 
high wealth individual’s luxury yachts, a move that took him 
all over the world to many beautiful places. He raced some of 
the most iconic yachts in some of the most iconic yacht races 
throughout the world.

Of course, Greg and Cynthia met sailing. In fact, they will cele-
brate their 24-year anniversary this month!

But how long could a Yacht Captain sustain such a life of constant 
traveling? At some point he would inevitably retire and settle 
somewhere. After many years on the water, the move to Colorado 
allowed this to happen.  Cynthia committed herself to a part-time 
residency in the Valley and Greg soon followed. The adjustment 
from sea to land was not an easy one but the Vail Valley provided a 
nice alternative for him.

In 2003 they bought their first home in Avon. “We found a home 
that we could afford with the help of a roommate and a lock 
off.” There was a lot of traveling back and forth. One August, 
Cynthia was working from their home in Avon and realized that 
she could, actually, have it all. Not only that, she could have it 
right now. She did not need to be in the OC to do her job. Armed 
with a phone and an internet connection, she realized she could 
work from anywhere. This was the turning point that allowed a 
full-time move.  They sold their home in the OC and purchased 
a home in Singletree.

Let’s take a closer look at these two lovely people.

Meet Greg … Greg is a warm, quiet yet sociable man who you’d 
be lucky to call your friend. He goes the extra mile for everyone 
and expects nothing back in return. He has one daughter, Kend-
al, who lives in Southern California with her husband of 3 years 
and works for Lululemon.

He spent his first five years in the Valley working as a Beaver Creek 
Ambassador. Now, when Greg is not working as a property Manager 
for East West Resorts at the Ascent, he is making wonderful things 

in his workshop. He is a talented designer and creator of wood ob-
jects and furniture. Greg first started woodworking with his Dad in 
their garage many years earlier.  Today he makes fabulous furniture, 
cutting boards, utensils and even beautiful wedding boxes - a tradi-
tional gift to the bride.

This couple have a very precious additional member of their family.

One Friday afternoon, in the OC, a friend had cut her finger and was 
feeling sorry for herself. Cynthia told her friend to meet her at the 
local bar near her office in Fashion Island for a “cosmo”. The local 
pet store just happened to be close by and the two friends wandered 
through the store loving on all the cuties in there. Cynthia will tell 
you she “rescued” Bella from the pet store because she won’t accept 
the fact that she bought her from such a place!

Bella or “Bitterness” as she is known by Daddy Greg is a Cavanaus-
er. A mix of Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and Mini Schnauzer this 
bundle of joy is loved by both Cynthia and Greg, but truth be told, 
she’s really Daddy’s girl. Cynthia won’t disagree!

Meet Cynthia… Actually, the joke amongst friends is that there are 
two Cynthia’s. Cynthia the CEO and Cindi the hiker!  Cynthia is an 
outgoing dynamo with a quick wit and a warm smile. She embraces 
life and is instinctively curious about everything. She loves to learn 
and constantly challenges herself to be better in every way.

If you are lucky enough to receive an invitation to the ‘restaurant’ 
at the Nelson home, you will be in for a treat. She loves to cook and 
entertain, and she’s known for her pizza on the grill, onion dip and 
homemade ice cream! Greg will be there filling up your glass and 
making you feel comfortable while Cynthia will be creating magic 
in the kitchen.

Others might collect stamps, coins or art. Cynthia collects salt. 
Yes, you read that correctly, salt!! Her salt collection includes 
salt from Croatia, Mexico, Hawaii, Palma De Mallorca, Avignon, 
Salzburg. Every place she visits, she goes on the hunt for some 
local salt. She will proudly share the Trivia question, “where 
does the word salary originate from?” Salt!   People were paid 
in salt so they could preserve their food and not starve in the 
winter months. It’s pretty clear that Cynthia, Greg and friends 
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certainly won’t starve in the Vail winter months with her col-
lection of salt!

She loves golf, skiing and hiking. It was a surprise to her that golf 
would end up playing such a big part in their lives. But, as mentioned 
earlier, there’s another side to Cynthia just like there is the ‘man of 
the sea’ side to Greg. In Cynthia’s case, it is ‘Cynthia the CEO’.

Soon after they moved to the Vail Valley, Cynthia started her 
business, NexGen Search Solutions. With 10 years of industry 
experience, she satisfied her entrepreneurial spirit by forming a 
company in 2007 that offered a Search Service her way - without 
all the faults of the models being used by the big guns. For example, 
NextGen Search doesn’t charge placement fees…ever!

Today her company is the largest woman-owned, led and powered 
search firm! NexGen Search is a virtual boutique search firm that 
employs working moms across the country. NexGen has built teams 
for some of the most demanding leaders including Google X, Louis 
Vuitton, The Gates Foundation, Oakley, most recently the Cannabis 

Industry and many others. She’d like to invite you to reach out to 
her if you are looking to hire the best people for your company at 
CNelson@NexGenSearch.net

This couple loves to travel, especially cruising, which you’d expect 
given their love of the water. They’ve cruised Southeast Asia, the Med-
iterranean, the Adriatic and this month they are headed to Portugal to 
cruise from Lisbon, through the straights of Gibraltar, Morocco, Spain, 
Italy and France. After all, there’s a lot more salt to be found!

As you’re wandering around the valley, Cynthia will be the one 
at Starbucks in Edwards at 9am most mornings, tapping away 
on her laptop, on the phone and in between calls chatting with 
local friends. She’ll likely be dressed for work because she doesn’t 
feel like she’s working otherwise.   You’ll find Greg soothing the 
troubled brows of Ascent home owners, creating his next beautiful 
piece of furniture, or up on the Mountain laughing with locals.

No matter where you find them, there will be a warm smile ready 
and waiting.

Located at the top of 
Singletree with big views 
of the mountains, this sunny 
single family home is ready 
for the new Buyer. Easy 
living with the master 

bedroom on the main. The perfect home for 
entertaining as the dining room opens up to 
an incredibly large & very private patio.

Call for your private showing.
 $1,298,000

Let's Ask Leslie
Featured Property

#1 REAL ESTATE FRANCHISE 
IN THE UNITED STATES!

Leslie Grooters
Luxury Broker
Vail Market Center
970.376.0705 • leslieg@kw.com
VailRealEstatebyLeslie.com

Dear Leslie,
I think it is a good time to invest in rental properties due to the low interest rates and the huge 
rental demand in and around Vail. I've been hearing a little about Vail inDEED. Can you tell 
me more about this program? Can I take advantage of this being a home owner in Singletree?
          - Wise Investor

Dear Wise Investor
Vail inDEED is Vail’s new deed restriction purchase program, created to 
incentivize homeowners, buyers or sellers to deed restrict their property in 
Vail for the purpose of sustaining homes for residents in the valley that are 
employed for a minimum of 30 hours/week. Anyone can take advantage 
of this by allowing a deed restriction on their purchase or sale of Vail 
property in exchange for a negotiated cash amount and exemption of the 
transfer tax. It's a great opportunity for many! Call me for more details
and let's go find you some rental properties.
           - Leslie
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Grillin’ & Chillin’...
Singletree Celebrates Summer!
August 15 brought a full moon to which Single-
tree residents came out to celebrate the peak of 
summer at the Maximum Comfort Pool & Spa 
showroom, hosted by owners Sara and Michael 
Charles. Alex Grando from Lynx Grills outdid 
himself by serving up a truly decadent macaro-
ni and cheese with barbecue chicken as well as 
grilled tri-tip sandwiches. Talk about delish! 

Hot tubs, music, and a festive air made for a 
great evening. And even better for Buddy and 
Bonnie Sims, who were thrilled to win a beau-
tiful Lynx fire pit for their new back deck, and 
Carol Giuliani, who is looking forward to getting 
fit on her new Vectra Body Resistance Trainer!

Thank you, Sara and Michael, for a fabulous eve-
ning and for supporting INSIDE Singletree!

singletree social
Photography by 

Olga Barron Photography Inc. 
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The Next Best Thing to 
Being a Ranch Woman for 
CONNIE WELCH...
Volunteering for Mountain Valley Horse Rescue

volunteer spotlight
Contributed by Connie Welch, Singletree Resident
Article Written by Allie Decent, Singletree Resident

Far from the beaten path of I-70, we turn off highway 
131 onto Colorado River Road in McCoy, the hot and 
dusty dirt road bouncing the little car to the beat of 
country tunes. I step out and unchain the horse gate 
and climb the hill. A scattering of outdoor corrals 
lies before me, with a massive hay barn rising in 
cathedral against the relentless blue sky. I’m about to 
meet Connie Welch for a tour of the Mountain Valley 
Horse Rescue (MVHR) ranch, and as soon as I am 
parked, my 5-year-old hops out and runs over to the 
pony corral.  It’s going to be a fun day!   

“Howdy!” cries Connie, clutching her cowgirl hat 
against the dry winds as she exits the barn doors. 
“I’m about to start on my chores; thanks so much for 
coming!” Connie Welch has been a volunteer horse 
caretaker here at MVHR for the last 3 years. “I just 
love it so much,” she gushes. “I’ve always wanted to be 
a ranch woman, but living in Singletree means having 
my own horse or ranch isn’t an option!” she laughs.  

“I enjoy the connection I can make with these horses… 
it brings me such peace,” Connie sighs.  She volunteers 

The kids are all horsing around (pun intended here), alternating 
as rider and horse, with the ‘horses’ wearing the bridles and 
the ‘riders’ behind them directing with the reins.  “Now you 
know what it feels like to be a horse!” cries the coach.  “This is 
how you build sympathy for these animals, and compassion for 
how it feels to be pulled around and directed!”  The kids think 
it is great fun, but it also serves a purpose.  The mission of the 
summer camps here is to instill R.E.S.P.E.C.T. - Responsibility, 
Empowerment, Stewardship, Perseverance, Empathy, Coopera-
tion, and Trust - in these children for the great gifts that horses 
bring to humans.     

Connie found her way to MVHR through a Saturday volunteer 
day three years ago.  Amy Ben-Horin, Director of Community 
Programs, recalls, “Connie first came here as part of a group of 
local veterans who came up for one of those Saturdays, and she’s 
come back ever since!”  Amy informs me there are about 30 peo-
ple on an average Saturday volunteer day; everyone completes 
big chores after which they all enjoy a barbecue.  

At this moment, Connie and my daughter have returned for a little 
snack, and we are joined by Shana Devins, the Executive Direc-
tor.  She has been with the Rescue since 2011, and proceeds to share 
with us a brief history of the entire reason for the organization.  

“Back in 2004, two horses were discovered tied to a tree on the 
flattops, and no one knows how long they were there,” she sighs 
as her face falls.  “From those first two horses, one of which we 
still have with us, we have grown into the largest and only Horse 
Rescue on the Western Slope.”  Mountain Valley Horse Rescue 
(MVHR) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization committed to rescu-
ing, rehabilitating, and re-homing abused, neglected, abandoned, 
and unwanted equines.  

What is your favorite volunteer activity? Email holly.proctor@n2pub.
com to share yours with your neighbors and inspire others to do good for 
the community!

once a week for about five hours for the mid-day feeding and 
water shift. “I once came up on Christmas morning because no 
one else took the shift, and these sweet babies (horses) need their 
care and love!”

Her enthusiasm inspires us as we walk through the barn to the 
back and stare up at the chalkboard wall. “As soon as I remem-
ber which horse gets what in their feed, it gets switched up!” 
she laughs as she hands my daughter and me the feed bowls. 
“Let’s see,” ponders Connie as she eyes the wall. “The biggest 
horse, Plow, gets grain, and gets the most, and Sinclair gets 8 
scoops of the senior food…”  Connie rolls down the list and we 
use chalk to label the feed bowls and scoop the appropriate feed 
into each one as directed.  

The horses all know Connie is coming, and welcome whinnying 
echoes the growl of the 4x4 truck engine. No seatbelts here 
on the ranch, and my daughter giggles in the open cab as she 
and Connie start down the lane towards the corrals as I walk 
towards the kids in the field who are working with the ponies. 
The Rescue runs summer camps to give kids who are interested 
in horses a chance to learn about them and care for them with-
out owning them.    

Today there are more than 6,000 horses in Colorado alone need-
ing attention.  “Ideally our goal is to rehome these horses; our 
average time from rescue to adoption is about one year,” she says 
proudly.  MVHR depends entirely on donations and volunteers to 
keep growing and doing their good work.  “With a large donation 
from the Shaw family, we were able to purchase this ranch and 
establish a permanent location,” Shana finishes.  

We rise from our respite and Connie, ever bright, asks if we 
would like to drive the water truck and refill all the horses’ water 
stations with her before we go.  Enthusiastic yeses all around are 
followed by requests to ride one of the ponies.   Amy bends down 
to my daughter and explains why riding a horse today is not part 
of the program. “These horses that come to us are sick, or afraid, 
or don’t like to be ridden,” she says.  “But if you come back and 
volunteer and get to know them, or when you are part of a camp, 
we can see if riding privileges are earned.”  

MVHR is very serious about their mission to rehabilitate these 
horses and care for them above and beyond just “fixing them to 
ride them,” one could say.  I turned to see my daughter’s face 
downcast for a moment. She then looks up with the wisdom of 
her 5 years and says, “Connie, let’s go water the horses now, they 
need water more than riding.” Now that, readers, is an attitude 
that comes from the MVHR mission of R.E.S.P.E.C.T.   

For more information on the camp opportunities, how you can 
help, and what you can do in Eagle County to contribute to the 
cause, please visit www.mvhr.net and take a gander at their mis-
sion statement, board of directors, and goals for further expansion.   
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Featured properties may not be listed by the company/broker presenting this brochure.
Source MLS | Supplied by Slifer Smith & Frampton Real Estate

Search all available properties
in the Vail Valley:  

HappyInVail.com

Call me to discuss the market in our 
wonderful neighborhood that we all love.

  

Featured Property  |  209 Charolais Circle
5 Bedrooms | 5.5 Baths | 4087+/- sq.f.t | $1,395,000

Happy Power
hpower@slifer.net

970.331.8196
 Sold twice as many properties in 

Singletree in 2018 as the next highest 
producing broker in the neighborhood.

Properties Sold and Under Contract in Singletree*

 Please give me a call if you’re
interested in buying, selling or

discussing the market.

*Data 7.14.19 - 8.13.19.
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UC

UC
UC

UC
UC
UC
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Sold

Sold

Sold
Sold

Sold

    

Status Address Property Type List Price Selling Price $/sq.ft.  Selling $/sq.ft.  Beds Baths Sq.Ft.+/-   Furnished Selling Date

111 Buckboard Rd #B

1241 Winslow Rd

41 Prairie Cir
860 Charolais Cir

130 Palomino Rd
190 Mesquite Dr

160 Morgan Dr

840 June Creek Rd #N

50 Hereford Rd #W

10 Rowel Dr

825 Charolais Cir 

923 June Creek Rd #North

161 Pinto Dr #B

81 Corral Rd   
210 Howard Dr

1160 Winslow Rd  

Duplex

Duplex

Single Family
Single Family

Single Family
Single Family
Single Family

Duplex

Duplex

Duplex

Single Family

Duplex

Duplex

Single Family
Single Family

Single Family 

$890,000

$950,000

$999,000
$1,050,000

$1,985,000
$2,150,000
$2,195,000

$795,000

$899,000

$920,000

$1,050,000

$1,285,000

$1,295,000

$1,475,000
$1,785,000

$1,900,000

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

$790,000

$899,000

$920,000

$980,000

$1,275,000

$1,295,000

$1,338,600
$1,700,000

$1,825,000

$463

$421

$212
$500

$394
$461
$432

$411

$421

$415

$279

$581

$363

$331
$397

$433

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

$408

$421

$415

$260

$576

$363

$300
$378

$416

4

3

6
3

5
5
5

3

3

4

5

3

5

4
5

4

4 (3 0 1)

4 (3 0 1)

6 (3 2 1)
3 (2 0 1)

6 (5 0 1)
6 (4 1 1)
6 (4 1 1)

3 (2 0 1)

3 (3 0 0)

3 (3 0 0)

4 (4 0 0)

4 (2 1 1)

5 (5 0 0)

5 (4 0 1)
4 (3 0 1)

5 (4 0 1)

1,921

2,255

4,719
2,102

5,036
4,668
5,080

1,936

2,136

2,218

3,762

2,213

3,569

4,459
4,496

4,389

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Unfurnished
Unfurnished

Unfurnished
Partial

Unfurnished

Full

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Unfurnished

Unfurnished
Unfurnished

Partial

--

--

--

--

--

--

--

7/29/2019

8/9/2019

8/8/2019

7/30/2019

8/7/2019

8/6/2019

7/23/2019
8/6/2019

7/16/2019

**Properties bolded listed or sold by Happy Power
222 Chapel Square Place Avon, CO · (970) 949-0989 · nestvail.com

GREAT SELECTION OF
MOUNTAIN ART.

Unique consignment for your mountain home!

Free Pickup

970-470-9541
www.secondnaturegourmet.com
Info@secondnaturegourmet.com

 Call or email us today to book all 
your events. From private in home 
dinners, parties and delivered meals.
We have the freshest locally sourced 

foods in the valley
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STANDING WITH

Tim Swift Brings Family History and 
Professional Expertise to PPRM

who’s making a difference
Contributed by Tim Swift, Singletree Resident

My decision to get involved with Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains 
(PPRM) was triggered by the 2016 election. While that may have been the 
catalyst, my family history of supporting Planned Parenthood goes back two 
generations to when Margaret Sanger incorporated the American Birth Control 
League in 1936. In 1939, she wrote a letter to my great uncle, CJ Gamble, who 
was then a member of the Birth Control Federation of America concerning the 
similar goal he was pursuing. The two began working together and eventually, 
after overcoming tremendous obstacles and an occasional arrest on obscenity 
charges, the nascent birth control movement took hold in America.

In 1942, the American Birth Control League officially changed its 
name to the Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA). 
In addition to my great uncle’s involvement in the movement, as 
a child growing up in Buffalo, NY, I clearly remember my moth-
er’s support and service on the board of Planned Parenthood of 
Central & Western New York.

Today there are 56 unique, locally governed affiliates across the 
country that collectively operate more than 600 health centers 
focused on reproductive health care issues, education, and family 
planning. PPRM is comprised of four western states, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Wyoming, and southern Nevada.  It was founded in 
1916 and currently serves over 100,000 patients annually at 24 
health centers spread throughout the region.

My background for the past 20 years has been non-profit fund-
raising beginning with my service on the Board of Trustees of the 
Vail Mountain School where our two children were students.  I 
was the chair of the Development Committee responsible for 
the Annual Giving Campaign and various fundraisers the school 
held.  Supporting the professional development staff, we raised 
the necessary funds to not only build a new campus but also help 

Putting the ‘fun’ back in fundraising (L to R): Christina 
Lautenberg, Wendy Rudolph and Tim Swift

Tim and Molly Williams, Chief 
Philanthropy Officer and 
Executive Vice President of PPRM

Are you passionate about a special 
cause? Do you know someone who is 
committed to a particular non-profit or 
charity? Email holly.proctor@n2pub.
com to recognize the people in your 
community who are making a difference. 

PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD

balance the budget, provide financial aid to deserving students, 
and support the various extra-curricular activities that contrib-
ute to making VMS the special place it is today.  

In 2007, our family moved from the Vail Valley to Vero Beach Flori-
da, and I was offered a professional development position at St. Ed-
wards School where I served for four years. Following that tenure, 
I was hired as the director of development of the Humane Society 
of Vero Beach & Indian River County where I worked the next four 
years.   When our youngest went to college in 2014, we decided to 
return to the Valley and I planned to retire.  That plan fell to pieces 
when I was hired to implement a development program for the Vail 
Symposium.  I finally managed to succeed at retirement in 2017.

Over the years I have served on a number of non-profit boards 
and worked in development both pro bono and professionally, 
so when I reached out to PPRM in December of 2016 hoping to 
get involved, it was only natural that I offer to help in the area of 
development and fundraising. I thought, erroneously as it turned 
out, that volunteering would be easy, but, given the necessary 
security precautions surrounding Planned Parenthood (remem-
ber the shooting in Colorado Springs in 2015?), it took more 
effort than one phone call to get through. When I finally did, I 
was fortunate to be named to the development committee. That 
was in early 2017, and about six months later I was honored to be 
elected to the Board of Trustees.  

Since joining the board, it has been a wonderful and truly eye-
opening journey starting with the board membership. Of the 26 
members of the board, 18 members are women, and 8 are men. 
This fact alone has been a welcome situation reversal for me as my 
experience has always been on boards that have had the opposite 

gender balance. The PPRM board is easily the most 
dynamic, diverse, and exciting group with which I 
have ever served.

The other thing that sets PPRM apart from other 
non-profits I have worked with is the existential 
nature of what we are up against. All non-profits are 
worried about raising enough money to balance the 
budget, but the question of actual survival is rarely, 
if ever, top of mind. Such is not the case with PPRM, 
and the concern is not necessarily financial although, 
as with all non-profits, that is certainly a factor. 
The overarching fear is the all-out political attack 
on reproductive rights extant today that seems to 
be coming from every quarter, be it the makeup of 
the Supreme Court, or numerous state legislatures 

or governors bent on making access 
to safe and legal abortion as difficult 
as possible despite the constitutional 
guarantee that was Roe V. Wade.

Planned Parenthood proudly stands 
behind the abortion care we provide 
in our region and to those who travel 
here for care. Providing high-quality 
sexual and reproductive health care is 
PPRM’s core mission. Whether that be 
birth control, cancer screenings, HIV 
testing, sex education, STD testing and 
treatment or wellness exams, Planned 
Parenthood is leading the charge as 
we have for over 100 years. Today we 
are expanding into TeleHealth and 
exploring new and exciting ways to 
bring health care to individuals all 
across our region. No matter a patient’s 
zip code, income, sexual orientation 
or identity, all are welcome at Planned 
Parenthood and we are committed 
to continue to provide, protect, and 
expand our health care program. It is 
also important to note that only 10% of 
our patients receive abortion care. The 
other 90% receive the balance of the 
health care we provide.

Our valley has always been known 
for our generosity in supporting 

non-profits. PPRM is no exception. 
In January, Christina Lautenberg, 
Wendy Rudolph and I formed a small 
committee. We launched a campaign 
pledged to raise $50,000 in the Vail 
Valley to advance PPRM’s work. Due 
to the tremendous support PPRM 
enjoys in the valley, we surpassed that 
goal in about three months!   Thanks 
so much for your generosity and 
know that you are making a true dif-
ference in women’s lives throughout 
the Rockies. What a wonderful and 
generous place it is that we live, and I 
am proud to be but a small part of it.
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Singletree Ladies Tuck and Burn 
at a Barre Forte Pop Up

“A little up. A little down.” On a 
perfect summer afternoon, the ladies 
of Singletree got their sweat on with 
a workout featuring small intense 
movements on the back deck of the 
Community Center. Led by Jessica 
Denton, Barre Forte co-owner with 

Zino Ristorante  |  The Riverwalk  |  27 Main Street  |  Edwards CO
OPEN NIGHTLY AT 5PM

JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR

970-926-0777 ~ ZinoRistorante.com

GIUSEPPE BOSCO
General Manager/Co-Owner

NICK HALEY
Executive Chef/Co-Owner

athlete spotlight Gypsum
Animal Hospital

 In Sickness and In Health

We are here to provide complete care for your pets.  Whether you
 bring your pet in for a wellness checkup, a specific illness or just to 

say hi, we promise you our complete attention and concern. After all, 
we are pet lovers too, and any friend of yours is a friend of ours.

Surgery, Medicine, Dentistry, Anesthesia, Digial Radiology, Laboratory, 
Out Patient Services, Pharmacy, EKG, Boarding, Bathing and Grooming, 

Chemotherapy, Vaccinations, and Euthanasia

680 Red Table Drive ° Gypsum, CO 81637
970-524-3647 ° gypsumah.com

Beth Robinson, the class proved to be 
a challenge for all ages and levels of 
fitness. The group later socialized with 
friends and neighbors while enjoying 
beverages and appetizers provided by 
Second Nature Gourmet. Keep it up, 
Ladies! Ski season is coming!
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world—to trendy Palermo, Buenos Aires is a feast for the senses. But what must 
not be missed above all is the Recoleta Cemetery. Yup, after the Tango, the ceme-
tery is the city’s number one attraction.
  
To call the Recoleta Cemetery a mere graveyard is like calling Shakespeare a 
mere scribbler, referring to the Mona Lisa as a doodle or the Taj Mahal as a 
cozy hut. The cemetery is an above-ground city with fantastic family mausole-
ums—some fifteen stories high and more—wide boulevards, flowering trees, and 
statuary that would make Michelangelo weep. And… um… while a soul or two 
may live there, how to say it… everyone one there is ah… dead. Perhaps the most 
famous postmortem resident is Eva Duarte Perón—better known to the world as 
“Evita”—from whose crypt a line of the living winds every waking hour.

Besides the usual sites—the Casa Rosado (or Pink House) in which the pres-
ident and cabinet ply their trades, and the Mayo Plaza where the mothers of 
the Desaparicedos (the “Disappeared”), made famous by Sting’s haunting They 
Dance Alone, still march every Thursday at 3:00 PM to grieve the 30,000 who 
went missing under the military junta who wielded power from the mid-seven-
ties through mid-eighties—out we went to El Ombú de Acero, an estancia (or 
ranch) deep among the Pampas, the fertile lowlands where the gauchos thrive.

The estancias exist much as they have for the last 500 years or so. Cattle, wheat, 
soy of late, and horses. We mounted some (horses, not cows) and out into the 
Pampas we trotted. After a bracing ride, we steered back to the manse and were 
treated to a traditional Argentine “asado” or barbeque.  Outdoors, beneath the 
ombú trees while horses gazed beside us, we feasted, and downed it with Malbec, 
the popular red wine from nearby Mendoza. After the repast, there was folk 
dancing and music—always dancing in Argentina!—and then the horse whisper-
er. It was like nothing we had ever seen—or even imagined—before.

Anyone can dance the Tango.  Okay, not anyone.  Like 
me for example.  And few can dance the Tango like the 
dancers at La Ventana in the past-its-prime district of 
San Telmo in Buenos Aires. The Tango—the Argentine 
version anyway (and any Argentine worth his salt, will 
tell you that the Tango was born in Buenos Aires)—is 
danced with an attitude.  It has been described as 
angry sex with clothes on.

But as skilled as the dancers at La Ventana are, 
with their kicks and swirls and (can a Tango dancer 
arabesque?), who stole the show was a Gene Wilder 
look-alike with his “bolas.”

A bolas is a type of throwing weapon made of 
weights on the ends of interconnected leather cords, 
used to capture animals by entangling their legs.  But 
the boladero did not throw them.  Instead, he 
stomped in knee-high boots, danced, and tapped the 
dance floor with a bolas in each hand, creating his 
own percussion.

Buenos Aires was muy bueno.  From the earthy Boca 
district with its corrugated metal-sided buildings 
painted as brightly as a Caribbean gay pride flag, its 
lively street life, and, of course the Tango that spills 
into the narrow caminitos to the throbbing Recole-
ta district, to modern Puerto Madero, hard beside 
the Rio Plata (the Silver River)—the  widest in the 
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Recoleta 
Cemetary

La Boca

The Boladero 
with his bolas

The Tango

travel tales
Contributed by Rohn K. Robbins, 
Singletree Resident

The Horse 
Whisperer

Perito Moreno from 
the Argentine River

Share your most 
amazing vacation with 
your neighbors! Be it 
near or far, adventurous 
or relaxing.... please tell 
us about it! Email holly.
proctor@n2pub.com 
with your travel tales.

A horse is a large animal. Bear 
that in mind as I go on.

You see, the gauchos do not 
believe in violence towards 
the horse. They would rather 
make love than war. Gentle ca-
resses, nuzzling nose to nose, 
until the horse is mesmerized. 
Have you ever seen a man 
gently lay a full-grown horse 
on its back, legs up like a dog, 
plop his beret on the horse’s 
hoof as if it were a hat rack, 
and then lay on the horse’s 
chest? All of this without the 
slightest protest?  Until the 
estancia, me neither.

After we left Buenos Aires, 
“the Paris of South America”, 
it was off to fabled Patagonia. 
Our purpose?  To trek the 
Perito Moreno glacier, consid-
ered the finest in the world.

We arrived in El Calafate, very near the end of the world 
(“el fin del mundo”) near Tierra del Fuego, the land of fire. 
El Calafate—perhaps ingloriously named for a local ber-
ry—had the same sort of vibe as Breckenridge minus the 
Victorian structures; a jumping off point for trekking. Lots of 
gear shops and the like.

An hour-and-a-half drive, then a puttering boat ride across 
the Rio Argentine into the advance guard of the glacier snout. 

Around a bend in the turquoise river, 
you get your first glimpse.

It is massive. The glacier, like 
an endless row of frozen Royal 
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Beefeaters standing shoulder-to-
shoulder, towers 25 stories above 
the water and three times that depth 
below. On and on it goes, sweeping up 
the Andes its sharp peaks knifing at 
the sky. [photo 6; Perito Moreno from 
the Argentine River).

Crampons on. We began at the toe of 
the glacier where it grinds into the 
solid earth.  Up we hiked across an 
impossible frozen landscape of tall, 
twisted spires, around sink holes bluer 
than Sinatra’s eyes, over ice bridges, 
wary of the cobalt chasms that disap-
pear into the frozen belly of the slowly, 
ever so slowly, advancing beast.

The ice that calves into the Rio Ar-
gentine has been marching towards 
the water for 600 years before, at 
last, it breaks off and falls with a 
terrific crack—the explosion of a 
bomb!—and echoes through the 
emptiness surrounding it.  When a 
section peels away, if tumbles like an 
enormous felled sequoia, splashing 
with a cataract into the rio.  To say 
it is spectacular to see a rank of the 
glacier fall is to understate it.

The glacier talks—shouts really—
with pops and grumbles, cracks and 
hisses, the sound of rivers coursing 
through it. And the explosions every 
fifteen minutes or so as another ice 
soldier yields and falls. We carried no 
water. When you’re thirsty, you drink 
clear glacial water collecting in one of 
the cobalt gems pooling in the ice.

Come In for Pairing Advice

RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com
970-926-8111

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines
Check Out Our New Expansion!
4 Certified Sommeliers on Staff

10% Off Every Case of Wine

Come In for Pairing Advice

Z&Z Roofing LLC
Sergio Gonzalez

New Roofs, Roof Repair,
Re-Roofing, Gutters 
& Heat Tape

(970) 470-0256
PO Box 1154, Eagle, CO 81631

Sergio@zandzroofing.com

InsuredFree
Estimates

Mention this ad 
for 10% OFF when 

replacing your roof with 
DAVINCI, SHAKE 

MULTIWID, BELLAFORTE, 
SLATE, METAL 

STANDING SEAM, E P 
D M, TPO.

EXPERT SERVICE // ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANING PRODUCTS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE // FOR THE VAIL VALLEY
FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

(970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com | www.sweepingchangevail.com

CLEAN HOMES NEVER 
FALL OUT OF STYLE!

The 
Igazu 
Falls

Pausing 
for a 
drink

Ice. That is what the glacier is in 
every essence of its being. Rather 
than trekking on snow, beneath your 
sharpened crampons, it is as if a 
billion billion billion ice makers have 
poured out all the cubes the world 
has ever made and melded them 
beneath you. Gloves are mandatory. 
If you fall without them, Perito 
Moreno will cut you like a knife.
         
The sky was clear, the air a faultless 
55 degrees. The glacier was trans-
parent and the blue and white of the 
Argentine flag. Perfect.

On to Igazú in the north where the 
Argentine, Brazilian and Paraguayan 
borders meet. Igazú is la selva—the 
jungle, a sub-tropical rainforest to 
be precise. Hot.  Painfully humid. 
Strangely without bugs. Spectacular.

The main attraction is the Igazú 
Falls, next to which Niagara is a 
mere piddler.  So vast are the falls 
which we experienced from both the 
Argentine and Brazilian sides of the 
roaring Igazú River, it took 10 hours 
to see it all. Two Hundred Seventy 
Five waterfalls bounce, skip, tumble 
and thunder into the river.  

The falls are terraced, one falling into 
the next and then the next, crashing 
down hundreds of feet and throwing 
up a fine mist that rises taller than 
the falls. A small bird—the Great 
Dusky Swift, slightly larger than your 
hand—nests within the rocks behind 

the cascading water, diving in and out of falls with 
reckless abandon.

An impossibly tiny train—the kind you pack your 
kids into at an amusement park—takes you on a 
sweaty ride to the Devil’s Throat and from there you 
voyage.  Falls. Falls. Another falls. And then another. 
Each view more beautiful than the last. All the while, 
coati (raccoon-like creatures) snuff around you, black 
horned capuchin laugh at you from their perches and 
toucan fall from the trees, mustering ungainly flight.

A few words about food and drink. Mate and pasta. 
Both are obsessions. Mate, a caffeine-infused drink 
made from the Yerba Mate tree, first drunk by 
the indigenous Guaraní, is sipped constantly and 
everywhere. Traditionally, it is drunk from a hallow 
calabash gourd—often artfully decorated—and 
sipped through a bombilla (or straw) with a filter at 
the end beneath what can only described as a mash 
of plant and water—in order to keep the nasty bits 
from collecting in your maw. The bombillas are 
often made of silver. Its taste? Sort of like a fresh-
ly-mowed lawn. Not bad with a bit of sugar.

And pasta. Next to grass-fed beef, the national dish 
is pasta. As 70 percent or so of Argentina’s largest 
city derives from Italian settlers, it is not as strange 
as it first seems. Forgive me, but the pizza and the 
gnocchi in Recoleta are the equal of Rome.

Argentina. Big. Boisterous. Muscular. And beautiful. 
The people are warm, welcoming and physical. A 
kiss or hug—why not both?—is as common a hello 
as a handshake. As our 27-year-old, Parke, who trav-
eled with us noted, “Argentina is dope.” In the argot 
of the young, that means you really ought to go!
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Who Rescued Who?
Lexi’s Love is 
Better Than Any 
Antidepressant

precious pets
Contributed by  
Melanna Marcelot and  
Bryan Coffey, Singletree Residents

I am truly the quintes-
sential dog lover. I’ve 
had dogs since I was 4 
years old. All lived to 
be 14 to 16 years old. 
In late winter of 2016, 
I lost two beloved dogs 
within two months. 
Their loss and pain 
were excruciating. I 
waited two weeks and 
rescued a 4-month-old 
yellow lab mix. I wasn’t 
ready for a puppy… but 
she was a dream. She 

Introduce 
your pet to the 
neighborhood! 
Email holly.
proctor@n2pub.
com to feature your 
dog, cat, fish, horse, 
turtle or other 
precious pet!

was calm, obedient, lov-
ing and no chewing!

Perfection. My friends 
wanted her cloned.

I named her Lexi after 
the antidepressant 
Lexapro. She was my 
salvation, someone to 
love unconditionally 
again. She is always at 
my side everywhere. 
But she equally loves 
my husband, Bryan. She 

is almost 4 years old 
now. She goes in the car 
with us all the time and 
loves road trips.

She has her BFF of 3 
½  years, Ava, to run 
and play with on long 
hikes every day. She 
never needs a leash 
and obeys well. She 
is a voracious hunter, 
especially for voles and 
squirrels.  She is quite 
successful in catching 
them. Lexi is predom-
inantly lab though she 

refuses to swim or 
retrieve balls. She will 
only wade into water up 
to her shoulders. 

At 50 pounds, she thinks 
she’s a lap dog who readi-
ly jumps into sitting laps. 
She sleeps on our bed 
and ends up on our pil-
lows. Her calm manner 
makes her easy to have 
around in large crowds.

We live in Scottsdale 
for the winter and she 
attended rattlesnake 

avoidance training. 
Her curious nature and 
hunting instinct have 
yet to be tested. We 
shall see this winter...

Our only wish is that 
she lives as long as all 
my other dogs. 
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1880 Winslow epitomizes casual elegance set against a back-
drop of stunning views of Beaver Creek, Arrowhead and New 
York Mountain. With warm and inviting finishes on the interior 
and expansive living space on the exterior, this home perfectly 
reflects the lifestyle of its owners, Al and Cheryl Lee.

The Lees have lived in Singletree since 2000. Their first home in 
the neighborhood was 3 houses up the hill yet they had always 
admired the lot which was never for sale. When Cheryl caught 
wind of the owner selling the property, she immediately told her 
husband to go see the buyer to let him know that if he were to 
change his mind, they would like to buy the lot. The call came 
in January 2005 with the offer to sell the property. With 13 
prospects standing in line behind them, the Lees made a quick 
decision and moved forward with the purchase.

The couple quickly went to work on gathering their ideas togeth-
er to come up with what they wanted in their dream house. They 
hired Scott Turnipseed as their architect, and his brother, Jim, as 
the builder. Al explains that most of the process entailed he and 
Cheryl sitting down and figuring out what they wanted.

The most important aspect for Al and Cheryl was to have all 
of the living space on one floor. That goal resulted in the guest 
rooms located on one end, far from the master suite up a few 
stairs on the other end, with the space in between consisting 
of living space. Equally as important as the flow of rooms, Al 
and Cheryl wanted to capitalize on the views and were able 

to accomplish that by affording almost every room a stunning 
view across the valley.

With a taste for the French country style, Al was particularly 
inspired by two homes in Vail, notably one that sits to the left off 
the gondola out of Lionshead and another that is situated across 
from Terra Bistro in the Village. With this vision in mind, he was 
the one to provide a floor plan and a rendering of the exterior of 
the front of the house to Scott, who eagerly presented them with 
ideas to satisfy their wish list. Cheryl recalls the way Scott would 
eagerly present ideas with an enthusiastic, “How about this? 
What do you think about that?” Al decisively concludes, “What 
they brought to us was exactly what we wanted.”

He chuckles as he admits to not realizing how big the basement 
and garage would be. Having told Scott that he wanted an extra 
large garage, he says, “I did not realize he was building me a 
whole new house down there! It took 62 loads of concrete to 
build the foundation. That’s a lot of concrete.”

Upon entering the home, one immediately feels welcomed into 
the well-appointed great room with soaring vaulted ceilings 
bathed in a creamy shade of light butterscotch. This is where Al 
and Cheryl hang out on their quiet evenings at home taking in the 
views and watching TV in front of the double sided fireplace and 
grand stone chimney. They happily enjoy cooking in their gour-

met kitchen with the convenience of a six-burner gas range, two 
dishwashers, two sinks,and double-ovens strategically separated 
and placed perfectly at waist height.

The dining room features an eye-catching tiered ceiling and 
1,000-bottle wine cellar which is ideal for hosting dinner par-
ties. And the deck, of course, is the focal point for entertaining 
during the summer. Cheryl reminisces about many a fun party 
on the deck including the “Last Night to Wear White” in Octo-
ber, memorialized with a photo of all of their guests decked in 
white on the patio.

Al is particularly fond of the powder room because he got to 
design it.   Having found the very unique pedestal and one-of-a 
kind bowl in Phoenix, Al completed the room with his selections 
for the wallcovering and the stone. And let’s not miss the ‘man 
cave’ where anyone would welcome the opportunity to slide into 
a sumptuous black leather chair and enjoy a little downtime.

Ultimately, the home matches the lifestyle of the Lees to a tee. 
Cheryl and Al share the same sentiments. “It’s pretty simple 
for us. We love the house. We love the livability. The location. 
The views are spectacular. You can’t get much closer to the golf 
course,” he says perched over the 10th hole.  “The people. We 
have cultivated a lot of really good friends. Singletree is a really 
friendly community.”

home of 
the month
Contributed by  
Al and Cheryl Lee, 
Singletree Residents

So many wonderful homes in Singletree! Let us know about about a 
fabulous house to feature in your neighborhood magazine. Email holly.
proctor@n2pub.com with an address and we will take it from there!

PERCHED 
ABOVE THE 
10TH HOLEEleganceCasual
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Leland McInerny became entranced with art at a measly age of five, expressing her 
thoughts and individuality in the mere stages of kindergarten. Creativity is something 
one can’t teach, it has to be cultivated and threaded out on one’s own. It is invaluable, 
responsible for innumerable inventions and drastically altering the patterns of each and 
every culture. Leland delighted in creativity, and became obsessed with drawing and 
painting the random mysteries of childhood, particularly dolphins.

The passion had sprouted and Leland began attending art classes 
in the Vail Valley at a young age. Beginning in middle school, she 
bought her own art supplies and began to fervently produce her own 
pieces. She appreciates painting and drawing, yet is particularly fond 
of the different mediums of painting, such as watercolor, oil, acryl-
ics, and watercolor pens. She thrives in making her art come to life, 
utilizing different methods to best advance the realism in her pieces.

She came to learn that it was therapeutic, a healthy way to cope 
with the unavoidable complications in life. Art became not just 
a hobby, but a mechanism or release for stress and anxiety. She 
enrolled in AP Art during the school year of 2018, concentrating 
on portraiture and the aesthetics or presuppositions so readily 
expected yet often unattainable in society. They are constituents 
stitched so deeply into the media and throughout the world that 
we no longer give attention to them, and with a passive mind 
often overlook many of the problems we need to face. Leland’s 
intention was to bother and itch the public’s mentality with 
eye-catching portraiture that undoubtedly shoved often “under 
the carpet problems” into people’s faces.

Leland focused on portraiture in order to entice the audience 
in a candid manner. The piece portraying the soldier exhibits 

late the most to themselves 
and face to face confronta-
tion, the precise reason for 
Leland to pick portraiture as 
her concentration. Art was a 
way for her to cry out at the 
problems so often ignored in 
society, without ever speaking 

a word. Banksy’s satirical street 
art combines dark humor with 
graffiti, illuminating problems 
in a manner where people pay 
attention.

There is a large stigma around 
words: what to say and what not to say, 
what will offend others and what won’t. 
The world is so easily distressed by one 
speaking their own opinion. Art is a plat-
form through which perspective can alter 
the entire meaning of the piece. It is a stage 
through which people are unable to argue 
or disagree with, because one can’t falsify 
a piece of artwork. It is not incorrect or 
correct, beautiful or ugly, it is entirely up to 
the frame of reference. One’s view of art is 
entirely based on opinion, causing it to be a 
platform to argue political ideals or societal 
issues without much public strife. 

celebrating 
the arts
Contributed by 
Leland McInerny, 
Singletree Resident
Article Written 
by Belle Ebner, 
Singletree Resident

Do you have a particular passion for 
the arts? Singing, sculpture, theater, 
photography, painting or...? Email holly.
proctor@gmail.com to share your creativity 
and imagination with your neighbors.

Leland McInerny
Uses Her ART to 
Bring Awareness
to Issues Often 
Swept Under 
the Carpet

how unless one has experienced the same brutality and terror 
the young man has, one has difficulty grasping the pain and 
emotional toll to a full extent. People tend to have an onerous 
time listening, comprehending, and sympathizing for another 
party if they have never experienced the same for themselves. 
Leland’s goal was to have people live through the portraiture 
she designed, and to be able to share at least a sliver of the 
emotion through the face to face confrontation.

The man with the TV head in another one of her pieces is demonstrat-
ing how we are all so controlled by technology and media we no longer 
recognize it to its full extent, or admit that our lives are being run and 
monitored through mechanization. The girl under the wave is literally 
and metaphorically drowning in her own expectations, cultivated 
through society, and is barely staying above the water to survive. 

The woman with the purple hair demonstrates how people have 
no idea who one another is because they never dig deeper than 
one’s physical appearance, engaging in meaningless interactions 
instead. People are told every day to look and act a certain way, 
to cover up, to watch what they say. The piece of the skeleton 
in space was to show how one could be gone, be it passed away 
or off in space, yet society still owns them. One can’t fully break 
away and own their body because their mind will forever be 
altered by society, subconsciously stamped by the thoughts and 
judgments of others. It will always control the way one thinks 
and behaves, even if one thinks they have finally broken away. 

People tend to grow restless and agitated when forced to listen, emp-
ty words floating through their mind, fastening to nothing. They re-
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2019

what’s happening 
inside singletree

SINGLETREE  
SUMMER PARTY



Inside Singletree  •  October 2019 October 2019  •  Inside Singletree38 39

Skiing
It’s more than a sport, it’s a lifestyle. 

Skigirl

www.skigirl.com

live your best ski day

970.376.5477
alpenrosegardenscapes.com

Construction and Design • Custom Planters, Pots and Window Boxes
Garden Maintenance • Lawn Maintenance / Aeration • Irrigation / Sod

Lori Fennessey
www.LFInsuranceGroup.com

Lori@LFInsuranceGroup.com
970.390.3706

C
all for a free consultation!

Health & Life Ins. & Medicare Supplements
Call for a FREE Consultation!

970.855.0174  •  barreforte.com  •  hellovailvalley@barreforte.com

BARRE FORTE
VAIL VALLEY

BARRE

SCULPT

HUSTLE

RUNBARRE™
105 Edwards Village Blvd #D104 - Across from Cedar's Flower Shop

(970) 945-6301
www.IntegraMotorsports.com

2302 Devereux Rd. Glenwood Springs, CO
www.facebook.com/integramotorco

Are you ready for Hunting and Snow Plowing?
Integra Motorsports has a great selection of ATV’s and UTV’s

THAT WILL GET THE JOB DONE!



NEW CONSTRUCTION, 
REMODELING & RENOVATIONS

Emily Kearl
970.331.3464
EMILY@ME-DESIGN-STUDIO.COM

Collaborating to Make Your Dream Home a Reality!

YOUR SPACE, YOUR STYLE...
OUR PASSION

Paul Stege
970.926.7447

PSTEGE@ME.COM

CO
_SingletreeSingletreeINS IDE


