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INFORMATION

Hospitals
Vail Valley Medical Center		  970-476-2451
Emergency		  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus		  970-569-7520

Singletree
Management Office		  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration		  970-328-8604
Airport Administration		  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter		  970-328-3647
Assessor		  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules		  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder		  970-328-8710
Finance		  970-328-3510
General Information		  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles		  970-328-8500
Voter Information		  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School		  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School		  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy		  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School		  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School		  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School		  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School		  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School		  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School		  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy		  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School		  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy		  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Holy Cross Electric		  970-949-5892
Excel Energy		  970-262-4092
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District		  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center		  888-824-4010
CenturyLink		  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon		  970-476-3511

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ Association 
(“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside 
Singletree are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events 
take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.
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We take care of it ALL!
Plumbing • Heating and Cooling • Jetting and Drains • Pumping • Video Inspection • Pipe Bursting

mcpsvail.com       Vail and Frisco       970.949.6339

Spas • Pools
Grills • Fitness

Design and Build

Make Every
Day Better

Make Every
Day Better

Now’s the time own to 
the world’s #1-selling 
hot tub brand!
Purchase a new Hot 
Spring Spa® during the 
Hot Tub Financing Event 
to enjoy special 
financing*.
*Restrictions apply. See store for details.

Hot Spring Hot Tub
Financing Event
March 16 – 26, 2018

Hot Spring Hot Tub
Financing Event
March 16 – 26, 2018
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a
trusted neighborhood vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself
with the businesses sponsoring your newsletter magazine.

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this
magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for
supporting your community!

ANIMAL BOARDING
& HOSPITAL
Vail Valley Animal Hospital
& ER
(970) 926-3496

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Gypsum Animal Hospital
(970) 524-3647
www.gypsumah.com

ARCHITECTURE
Martin Manley Architects
(970) 328-5151

AUTO & TRUCK
REPAIR
Avon Auto & Truck
(970) 790-2886

CATERING / HOME
DELIVERY /
PERSONAL CHEF
Second Nature Gourmet
(970) 471-9541

CHARTER SCHOOL
Stone Creek Charter School
(970) 420-2365

CLOTHING
CONSIGNMENT
AND RETAIL
Rouge Consignment
Boutique
(970) 855-0049

CLUB &
RESTAURANT
The Sonnenalp Club
(970) 477-5375

CUSTOM HOMES
& REMODELS
Coleman Custom Homes
(970) 376-4900

COMPUTER
SUPPORT
Vail Valley Tech Solutions
(970) 343-9514

DECKS / PAINTING
Top Notch Logworks, Inc.
(970) 989-0687
www.topnotch-logworks.
com

DENTAL CARE
Riverwalk Periodontics
(970) 766-6000

FAMILY LAW /
ESTATE PLANNING /
MEDIATION
RKV Law
(720) 979-4521

FINANCIAL
SERVICES
Thrivent Financial
(970) 710-1012
www.thriventfunds.com

Troy Fuller - Farmers
Financial Services
(970) 432-0101

FLOORING
Sundance Custom Wood
Flooring
(970) 376-6333

FLOORING / CARPET
Walls & Floors / The
Paint Bucket
(970) 949-4695
www.thepaintbucket.com

GENERAL
CONTRACTING &
RENOVATIONS
Heritage Custom
Renovations
(719) 645-9951

GRANITE / NATURAL
STONE / TILE
Stone Concepts
(970) 328-3800

GREEN ENERGY -
SOLAR
Active Energies Solar, LLC
(970) 306-4233

HEALTH &
WELLNESS
Radiant Health Resources
(818) 431-0107

HOME FURNISHINGS
P. Furniture & Design II
(970) 949-0153

HOME
TECHNOLOGY
Elite Electronics
(970) 479-1222

HOT TUBS / POOLS
Colorado Pool + Spa
Scapes
(970) 476-7005
www.coloradopoolscapes.
com

INSURANCE
LF Insurance Group
(970) 390-3706

Troy Fuller - Farmers
Insurance
(970) 432-0101

INSURANCE AND
HEALTHCARE
Kaiser Permanente
(970) 278-4225
www.kp.kaiserpermanente.
org

INTERIOR DESIGN
M.E. Design Studio
(970) 331-3464

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE /
DESIGN
Alpenrose Gardenscapes
(970) 376-5477

The Landscape Center
(970) 524-5010

LIGHTING
Vail Lights
(970) 949-1508

MORTGAGE
LENDING
Scott Prince - Wells Fargo
Home Mortgage
(719) 381-1104

PHOTOGRAPHY -
FAMILY/ WEDDINGS
/ EVENTS
Olga Barron Photography
Inc.
(970) 445-0750

PLUMBING/
HEATING/COOLING /
DRAIN CLEANING
Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500

POOLS & SPAS
Maximum Comfort Pool
& Spa
(970) 949-6339
www.mcpsvail.com

PROPERTY
OWNERS'
ASSOCIATION
Singletree Property
Owners' Association
(970) 926-2611

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS
Alida Zwaan - Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services
(970) 471-0291

Allie Decent & Greg
Peterson - Top Dog
Properties
(970) 445-8144

Andie Ohde - LIV Sotheby's
International Realty
(970) 845-0400

Cynthia Kruse - RE / MAX
VAIL VALLEY
(970) 766-7355

Happy Power - Slifer,
Smith & Frampton
(970) 331-8196

Lai White - Gateway Real
Estate
(970) 471-2207

REMODELING &
RENOVATIONS
Sundial Construction
(970) 926-7447

REMODELING /
CUSTOM HOMES
Trinity Builders
(970) 331-1220

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
CLEANING
Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

ROOFING - GUTTERS
& SNOW
RETENTION
AG Roofing Company Inc
(970) 328-4044

SPORTS-BIKES-
RENTALS
Sun & Ski
(970) 445-3105
sunandski.com

VETERINARIAN
Dr. Charlie Meynier, DVM
(970) 926-3496

WEBSITE
DEVELOPMENT
Nichols Interactive
(970) 376-4393

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
DECORATING /
GIFTS
Shadey Deals / Alpine
Ambiance
(970) 376-2588

WINE / LIQUOR /
BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits
(970) 926-8111

YOGA
Mountain Soul Yoga
(817) 929-8749
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SingletreeResidents!Hello 

Holly Proctor
Area Director 
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

pu
bl

is
he

r's
 n

ot
e Happy March! It is impossible to know what the season 

will hold by the time this issue reaches you but I hope you 
are all enjoying the winter thus far! Please make a note to 
join us for a St. Patrick's Day Celebrat on March 15 to mix 
and mingle with your Singletree friends and neighbors!

Have you been wondering what is going on up on that 
crazy steep lot on Palomino Road? Meet Tom, Jennifer, 
Jordan, Alec, Nick, Belle, Chanel, Benz, Mishcka and 
Alaia -- soon to be living in their new home atop "Mount 
Ebner"! In addition to managing the process of building a 

new home, each of the Ebners are coming and going and it is 
exhilarating to get to know this tight-knit family.

In this issue, we have a lot happening! Linda Wilson shares 
with us the highlights of her first adventure in Africa with her 
husband, Dave.  Carol Calinoff welcomes us into her photo-
graphic world with insight into her philosophy and global 
experiences. It's hard to keep up with the energy and com-
petitiveness Keena Shikverg exhibits on the race course, and 
Logan Jones invites us into his is Jurassic world where he is 
truly at home with the dinosaurs. 

We all know that INSIDE Singletree would not be possible without 
the generous support of our sponsors and this month we get to know 
Dr. James Beard, the periodontal specialist and Problem Solver at 
Riverwalk Periodontics and Amy Goscha, family law expert and found-
ing partner of Goscha | Kalamaya Law. Please be sure to call on them 
when you are in need of their expertise!

Sadly, we say goodbye to a precious friend as Abby Dixon unexpected-
ly lost Becca, her 12-year-old Cavachon earlier this year. With heavy 
hearts, it is only fitting that the neighborhood pays their tribute to 
Abby's beloved companion

I hope you enjoy this issue of Inside Singletree. Every member of 
the Singletree community has many wonderful stories, experiences 
and achievements to share; please consider contributing an article to 

the publication this year. Your neighborhood 
magazine is not possible without your par-
ticipation! Thank you!

St. Patrick's Day Celebration WELCOME 
NEW SPONSORS

Please join us in welcoming our newest sponsors to INSIDE Singletree! Your 
neighborhood publication would not be possible without the support our our 
business sponsors. Please be sure to call on them when you are in need of their 
products or services. 

FARMERS INSURANCE - TROY FULLER INSURANCE AGENCY. As 
a long time resident of Colorado, Troy Fuller is proud to be your local 
Farmers® agent in Edwards, CO.  "At the Troy Fuller Agency, our clients' 
best interests are our best interests as well. We are community-driv-
en, and feel honored to protect our neighbors."  With 7 
years of insurance expertise, Troy has the knowledge and 
experience to help you better understand your coverage 
options -- whether that's auto, home, commercial, life, and 
more.Troy is qualified to ensure that this process will be 
straightforward and personal-
ized to help you select the most 
comprehensive, cost-effective 
solution to meet your needs. 

GET YOUR GREEN ON!
Graciously hosted at the home of Marty and Terri Dvorkin
65 Snaffle Road
Thursday, March 15, 2018  |  6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Everyone is Irish for St. Patrick's Day! Celebrate the occasion 
with wine, beer and hors d'oeuvres while seeing old friends and 
meeting new neighbors. $10.00 per person contribution.

RSVP via e-mail to insidesingletreersvp@gmail.com
no later than Monday, March 12, 2018.

you are 
invited

MARCHc o n t r i b u t o r s

Olga Barron
Photographer

Logan Jones
Kids' Corner

Alyssa & Burke Larson
New to the Neighborhood

Tom & Jennifer Ebner
Meet Your Neighbors

Amy Goscha   
Sponsor Spotlight

Dave and Debbie Irwin
Home of the Month

Abby Dixon
Precious Pets

Linda Wilson
Travel Tales

Carol Callinoff
Celebrating the Arts

Keena Shikverg
Athlete Spotlight

Allie Decent  |  Content
Coordinator and Resident Writer

James Beard & Jaryn Montgomery
Sponsor Spotlight

Alida Zwaan and Tiffany McCracken
New to the Neighborhood

CALLING ALL 2018 
SINGLETREE GRADUATES!
Let's celebrate your Vail Valley high school graduation! Please send 
your name and high school photo to holly.proctor@n2pub.com by  
March 15, 2018; we will contact you regarding additional information need-
ed to be featured in the 2018 Graduation issue of INSIDE Singletree. 

970-470-9541
www.secondnaturegourmet.com
Info@secondnaturegourmet.com

 Call or email us today to book all your events.
From private in home dinners, parties and delivered meals.

We have the freshest locally sourced foods in the valley

Please contribute an 
article or nominate a 
Singletree friend or 
neighbor: families, pets, 
athletes, kids, volunteers, 
events and activities - 
we want to hear from 
you! Please email holly.
proctor@n2pub.
com with your ideas. 
Your neighborhood 
publication would not 
be possible without your 
active and enthusiastic 
participation; we 
welcome and appreciate 
your involvement in 
INSIDE Singletree!
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EXPERT SERVICE 
ECO-FRIENDLY CLEANING PRODUCTS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICE
FOR THE VAIL VALLEY

FULLY LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

(970) 390-8353
info@sweepingchangevail.com
www.sweepingchangevail.com

WHEN YOU NEED THE BEST,
QUALITY COUNTS! 

ALIDA
ZWAAN

OVER 200 HOMES
SOLD IN SINGLETREE

Berry Creek Metro District and Singletree Property Owners' Association
1010 Berry Creek Road at the Community Center

You can contact the community manager at manager@singletreetoday.com or (970) 926-2611
www.singletreetoday.com

Roofing
There are several approved roo�ng materials in Singletree and there is a re-roo�ng application online.

Doors, Windows, Deck and Garage Door Replacement
All door, window, deck and garage door replacements, including color changes, shall be approved prior to 
the commencement of the work.

Air Conditioning Units
All mechanical equipment and air-conditioning condensers installed on the exterior of the home shall be 
installed as close to the home as possible and screened from view with evergreen landscaping.

Fences
Fences should be an extension of the architecture and used only where absolutely necessary. Fences are 
allowed in Singletree, provided they have been approved prior to construction.

Vegetable Gardens
Vegetable gardens can look out of place if they are highly visible, so it is important to site them carefully. 
Gardens on the hillsides should be avoided, where possible, or terraced into the hillside. 

Exterior Lighting
All exterior lighting should direct light downward, and the light source should not be visible from your 
neighbor’s property. 

Spring is Home Project Season
When planning home projects for this spring and summer please remember Singletree
has adopted Design Guidelines, Rules and Regulations, and Declaration requirements

for your home and lot. These can be found online at www.singletreetoday.com.

Exterior Maintenance
Homes and lots shall be maintained in good repair and in a neat, attractive and safe manner.

Design Review Committee approval is required prior to exterior work being completed.
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Pardon our dust…
 
Hi! We’re the Ebner family and we’re building things. My name 
is Jennifer and my husband is Tom. We have four children and 
I’m step-mom to all: Jordan (20), Alec (18), Nick (15), and Belle 
(15). We also have four dogs. Chanel (Yorkie), Benz (Chihuahua), 
Mischka (Chihuahua) and last but not least “Miss Congeniality” 
Alaia (Golden). When Tom and I got married, I came along with 
three dogs to his four children. I told him that it would only be 
fair if we added a fourth dog. He wasn’t exactly on board with 
that but here we are, a few years later, a fully balanced family. It’s 
like our own modern version of the Brady Bunch. 
 
We live on Palomino Road. In July of 2016, we purchased the 
home we currently live in and the lot next door.  When house 
shopping, we had a perfect list of wants, needs and absolute-
ly nots. One of those being that we would NEVER build a new 
home. The saying, “never-say-never” applies here. We did a com-
plete 180 on our realtor. However, when you find a neighborhood 
that you love, you figure out how to make things work. 
 

Recently, we started building on the crazy lot next door. Maybe 
you knew it as a hiking trail? We’ve heard from many that they 
had no idea it was a lot. For us, the steep pitch seems fitting with 
our family’s love of skiing. We’ve affectionately nick-named the 
site “Mt. Ebner”, and the green fence surrounding it, “The Green 
Monsta.” The new home, which is very modern, was designed by 
Kyle Webb. He did an amazing job of encompassing many of the 
things that we enjoy as a family: travel, food, each other’s com-
pany, nature and pets. All while taking advantage of the amazing 
views we appreciate so much here in Singletree. Being next door, 
it’s entertaining and convenient to watch the progress, although 
noisy at times. We are all looking forward to the completion, 
sometime in 2019. 
 
So how did we get here? Ski racing is the quick answer. However, 
as with most things in life, there’s more to the story…
 

Tom and I met eight years ago while I was living in Florida. We 
dated long distance for a year and a half before he proposed and 
I moved to Colorado. We will both tell you that the timing was 
perfect. We have been happily married for over five years; each 
day we are grateful for one another and for all of our adventures.
 
Prior to moving to the Valley, we lived in Cherry Hills Village. 
During the winter seasons, we spent nearly every weekend and 
holiday up here for the kids to pursue ski racing. There was a lot 
of driving, missing school and sacrifices for all. Not an uncom-
mon story for many families in the Valley, but not exactly easy 
with a family of six, dogs and another household. 
 
The children all learned to ski about as soon as they could walk. 
It explains why they are all such amazing skiers and why they 
love it so much. Each of them developed a passion for ski racing 
by participating in Buddy Werner league. Jordan and Alec both 
followed that up by racing for their high school team. The twins, 
Nick and Belle, decided they wanted to pursue racing further 
by joining Ski and Snowboard Club Vail as part-time athletes, 
which ultimately led to transferring to the full-time program and 
attending high school in the Valley. Their goals for the future? 
Hopefully, ski racing NCAA. At the end of the day though, they 
want to use ski racing and the experience to further their col-
legiate opportunities. They are learning best practices of hard 
work and dedication and laying the groundwork for achieving all 
worthwhile goals in life. That is how our new adventure began! 
 
Today, other than being occupied with the new build next door, 
Tom and I stay busy with all things children and dog related. We 
also enjoy skiing, me not as much as him and the kids. Learn-
ing in my thirties hasn’t made me very adventurous or good at 
it. I try but I know I am a better ski race fan. We all have our 
strengths! A great deal of our time and effort is also spent on 
Tom’s manufacturing business, based in Denver. We do a fair 
amount of business travel throughout the year, both domestic and 

overseas: visiting facilities, customers and attending trade shows. 
I also assist in a marketing capacity; I absolutely love my job as a 
stay at home step-mom and ski racing parent, but it’s nice to have 
a professional outlet too. 
 
The twins attend VSSA and ski in the full-time program at SSCV.  
They are both great students chasing their dreams. Unfortu-
nately, they’ve both had major injuries over the last couple of 
seasons. Nick broke both of his legs, in June of 2016, prior to our 
move. Belle had a bad crash in downhill last March, breaking both 
her tibia and fibula. She is still recovering but looking forward to 
returning to ski-racing this spring. To do what they do, even after 
major setbacks, exemplifies true grit and determination. They 
amaze us every day!
 
In addition to ski racing, Belle is an animal lover, voracious 
reader and passionate about helping others. This past summer, 
broken leg and all, she went to Cambodia with Children’s Global 
Alliance. There she worked in an orphanage teaching the children 
English, cleaning up, and helping build new facilities to make a 
difference in their lives. She had the experience of a lifetime. As 
much as she helped others, I think it’s safe to say, she feels she 
got back so much more in return. It was beautiful to read her blog 
posts and experience the trip through her eyes. We are proud of 
her and everything she sets her mind to accomplish.  
 
Nick is our all-around sportsman and he is passionate about the 
environment. In addition to ski racing this winter, he is playing 
basketball at VMS. He is highly organized, a master planner and 
I joke that he’s sometimes overly efficient with his time man-
agement. With a strong GPA, who are we to say no to a kid who 
likes to stay busy? Especially when he puts forth his best effort 
and smiles along the way. We only ask that school is the number 
one priority, that he respects others and that he enjoys what he’s 
doing. So far so good! Nick would like me to share that he is a 

Tom, Jennifer, Jordan, 
Alec, Nick
and Belle EBNER

meet your neighbors
Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc.
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huge Eagles fan. As I write this, they just beat the Vikings to go to the Super 
Bowl. If you see him, please congratulate or console him on their Super Bowl 
performance. He is a huge fan and a diehard follower; dedication and loyalty 
are his true strengths. 
 
Alec is currently attending Colorado Mountain College where he is taking 
classes to transfer to a four-year university. He also works at the Westin. 
Alec has one amazing story to tell, I mean, amazing! Alec was diagnosed with 
autism when he was two. He struggled with many of the social and sensory 
challenges that others on the spectrum experience. A couple years ago, we 
were told by the school that he would not attend college. However, he decided 
one day that he did not want to be held back or defined by his diagnosis. He has 
worked so hard to overcome his challenges and it has been amazing to witness 
his transformation into who he wants to be.  
 
Alec is determined to attend a four-year university and plans to major in en-
gineering.  He is well on his way to achieving his goals. He has been accepted 
to several engineering programs and we are excited to see which college he 
chooses to attend this coming fall. It’s bittersweet though, knowing he will also 
be leaving home. The Valley has been great for him. The fact that living here 
has provided him a multitude of opportunities and support has not gone un-
appreciated. He says, most importantly, that he thinks living here is awesome 
because it allows him to shred powder as often as he likes. At least it won’t be 
hard to get him to come home to visit. 
 
Jordan, the oldest, has lived in Fort Collins since the summer of 2016. He attend-
ed CSU for a year and is currently taking a break to sell cars at CO’s BMW in 
Loveland. He plans to go back to school to obtain a degree in Electrical Engi-
neering someday. He is very gifted when it comes to electronics and cars, always 
building or repairing things, making them perform better than before.  We do 
miss having him at home, however, we take great pride in watching him mature 
and become a hard-working adult. Recently he rescued a cat named Yoda at the 
local animal shelter. Yoda now comes to visit us too. I’m not sure how happy this 
makes the dogs or Yoda but we love animals so the more the merrier. 
 
I mentioned previously that as a family we all share a passion for travel, food, 
animals and helping others. Travel is something we’ve been able to enjoy from 
the start. Experiencing new countries, learning about other cultures, enjoying 
new foods. Those trips helped bring us together and build a strong relationship 
with wonderful lasting memories. Our favorite family trips include Costa Rica, 

Italy and our last big family trip that included Paris 
and Corsica. One thing is for sure, we like adven-
tures and are always looking forward to the next. 
 
Tom and I believe that in order to live life to the full-
est, it means you are always building. Whether that’s 
metaphorically or physically. Our family is constant-
ly in motion building memories, building on experi-
ences and working on becoming our personal best. 

Living here helps brings those things together for us. 
We feel very fortunate to reside in such a wonderful 
community. We would like to express our sincere 
gratitude to all that enrich our lives and make this 
neighborhood such a wonderful place to be! 
 
Now, we’re off to continue to build. Thankfully, 
we’re starting with a solid foundation. 
 
PS Alaia would like to announce that she has claimed 
the new house as her own. She looks over and sees 
one amazing, giant dog house in the making. Alaia 
and her smaller sisters do rule the roost, so maybe 
she isn’t too far off. We’re holding out hope, when 
the time comes, she’ll let us move in with them. 

Dr. Molly Malloy Dr. Tricia Beasley Dr. Kyle German

280 Main Street C-102, Edwards, CO 81632 
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Becca
In Like a Lion, Out Like A Lamb 

That doesn't really apply to our valley now, does it?  
If you want a real estate team  

ready to launch through the Spring 
and into the heat of the Summer Selling Season, 

Give us a call today or check out our weekly market updates 
on Facebook. 

 
970-445-8144 

www.facebook.com/topdogpropertiesvail 
info@topdogproperties.net

            G R E G  P E T E R S O N  &  A L L I E  D E C E N T

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

precious pets

Her name was Becca and she was a mountain dog!  From 
her perspective, she might have been smaller than some 
you see on the trails, but she would say, “don’t let that 
fool you!” Becca was a Cavachon (a mix of a Cavalier 
King Charles and Bichon); 12 years old and 12 pounds. 
She was born to do the same things her mom loves to 
do — hike, frolic in the snow and, when all is said and 
done, curl up in front of a warm fire with a good book 
(and next to a good glass of wine!).  
 
With expressive and loving eyes, she was as sweet as can be, but 
she was the one to call the shots!  Sometimes, when she jumped 
up on the couch and made myself at home in the soft cushions, 
other people would ask her mom… ”are you going to let her do 
that?” and she would reply, without missing a beat, “of course I 
am!  That’s why they call it ‘FURniture’!”  Becca could certainly 
be kind of a princess. In a good way.
 

Some of her most proud and happy memories were of 
her time as a therapy dog.  She visited patients at Vail 
Hospital and Jack’s Place.  Because she was so petite 
in size, she was able to get up on the bed with the 
patients, which made for some really special snuggle 
time.  One patient even tried to convince her mom and 
the nurses to let them have a sleepover!  When people 
don’t feel well, sometimes it’s the little things that 
help.  Becca liked to think that just sitting there with 
them, giving them attention and being a quiet, loving 
companion made their days just a little bit brighter.
 
Becca also loved the second grade after school 
reading program she participated in.  She knew that 
sometimes, when kids are struggling to read, it can 
be hard to read with an adult — even a parent or 
a mentor — for the feelings it can bring up when a 
word doesn’t come easily. Luckily, as a dog, her stu-
dents knew she never, ever, passed judgment.  She 
would sit with them while they read to her and pet-
ted her — with unblinking, compassionate eyes — 
and they’d sound out each sentence, no matter how 
long it took.  When they succeeded, Becca would 
give them an encouraging wag of the tail and an extra 
happy lick to let them know how well they’d done.
 
This holiday season, Becca went with her mom to 
ring the bell for the Salvation Army.  She made it 
really hard for people to pass them without drop-
ping a donation in the bucket.  This year it was so 
cold she got her very first sweater ever for the bell 
ringing.  She thought she looked pretty dapper!
 
Despite the many adventures and important jobs 
Becca had over her twelve years, her very favorite 
thing in the world was to be curled up on her mom’s 
lap while they read.  She was really the best at 
snuggling.  Her mom said she was 12 pounds of fluff 
and puff, but Becca thought she was pretty mighty 
beyond her size.  She is truly missed by her mom, 
Abby, and all who knew her. 

Cherished Memories
of the Small 
BUT MIGHTY

Do you have a pet and would like to share 
his or her story? Please mail holly.proctor@
n2pub.com to feature your precious pet in 
the next available issue. Dogs, cats, horses, 
fish and any other types of pets are welcome!

Contributed by Abby Dixon, Singletree Resident 
Article Sponsored by Top Dog Properties

970.376.5477
alpenrosegardenscapes.com

Construction and Design • Custom Planters, Pots and Window Boxes
Garden Maintenance • Lawn Maintenance / Aeration • Irrigation / Sod

Lori Fennessey
www.LFInsuranceGroup.com
Lori@LFInsuanceGroup.com

970.390.3706

C
all for a free consultation!

Health & Life Ins. & Medicare Supplements
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137 Main Street, Riverwalk, Edwards
www.rouge-boutique.com

(970) 855-0049

Tile, Carpet, Wood , 
Window Coverings & Paint.  

A one stop shop in the heart of the 
Valley for all your building 

and remodeling needs.

970-949-4695
40690 Hwy 6 - Avon
Conveniently located to the West of the 
Vail Daily Building in Eagle-Vail

Call me today – I specialize in jumbo financing
Scott B. Prince
970-748-4928
scott.b.prince@wellsfargo.com
NMLSR ID 404102

Private Mortgage Banking

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N. A. © 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801. AS2646079 Expires 9/2017

ANY REGULAR PRICE ITEM
20% OFF

Excludes drones, bikes & clearance. One Time Use. Expires 3/31/2018 Code: 1486

SUNANDSKI.COM/CO

AVON: 220 BEAVER CREEK PLACE, AVON, CO 81620 | NEXT TO PIER 1 | 970.445.3105
DILLON: 761 WEST ANEMONE TRAIL, DILLON, CO 80435 | 970.409.3347
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“I want my photographs to be something that I can look at and 
smile.  Everything I look at I want to look at and feel happy; none 
of that depressing stuff.”  Carol laughs as she looks at all the 
photographs around her in her Singletree home.  The light-filled 
living room is a perfect reflection of Carol herself: compact and 
full of conversation.  Her photography was just something she 
wanted to try around 1975, and it now defines those impactful 
moments in her life. “I run around like a maniac for the sole pur-
pose of taking pictures,” she quips. “A man I was working for at 
the time (1975) gave me a Nikkormat and I just started.”  
 
I asked her why she chose photography over painting. “See, 
I can’t paint. I would love to paint, and I just can’t. I gave my 
mother a painting that I did once, and she said, ‘Sweetheart, 
stick with the photography.’” From then on she knew she had 
found her medium, though it wasn’t always easy. Though she 

didn’t carry an easel and paints, she recalls times when she 
carried all of her bulky equipment around throughout her world 
travels with a laugh.  
 
“I had Nikon equipment, a manual and an automatic camera.  I 
carried them with me all the time, with the lenses! Red Mountain 
Spa is an amazing place to vacation, and I would always bring my 
cameras with me lugging them during hikes and setting up my 
tripod but not really enjoying the views!”  She knows that this 
sweaty endeavor was a catalyst to switch over to digital.  “Then 
finally I just gave up and went digital with a pocket camera.  It’s 
top of the line, but I can’t enlarge them the same way that those 
larger cameras can.”  
 
To Carol, the digital limitations don’t matter.  If she finds a 
subject that is truly worthy of being blown up to extremes she 

takes that photograph with her old school equipment.  She wants 
to always do the piece the justice it deserves.  “It (photography) 
makes me appreciate the beauty around me. Sometimes the 
pictures come out just as your eye sees, and sometimes it doesn’t.  
You never know really what’s coming out.  It makes you very 
aware.  You look at it from the art point of view, the colors and 
the shadows…that’s why I’m partial to landscapes.”  
 
I can see landscapes from across the world scattered through-
out her collections.  Her travels to 3rd World countries have 
produced photographs with human subjects against a wild 
landscape.  She says that those people are the most interesting 
subjects because they still dress indigenously; something she 
can’t capture while hiking through Antelope Canyon in the USA.  
 
Carol is part of the Photography Club, a branch of the Vail 
Valley Art Guild.  They have about 100 members, some of whom 
showcase their work at the annual Colorado Mountain College 
Art Show.  “I took home 1st place in Photography last year, and 
this year I took home 3rd place,” Carol proudly announced.  “To 
me, winning a ribbon is worth more than winning $100 prize.  I 
do it for the competition.”  She also appreciates that the Club 
has a year-round location to showcase art at the old Avon police 

celebrating the arts
Contributed by Carol Calinoff, Singletree Resident 
and Written by Allie Decent, Singletree Resident

Penguins in Love

Piney Lake Reflection

Mother and Child

Antelope Canyon, Arizona

Tibetan Father and Son

Taos Pueblo

Life's Beautiful Moments

station.  “I like to show just for the fun of it sometimes too, like a 
new opening”, she states.  “People walk around with their wine 
and I like to sneakily stand behind them looking at my photos and 
hear what they have to say” she giggles. 
 
“It kind of keeps you going, you know?”  She looks me in the 
eyes as she gently pets her beatific little Shih Tzu, Rosie.  “We 
meet once a month and we have an assignment.  We also have 
a ‘best shot of the month’ that we send in.  That’s our personal 
choice from what we’ve taken.  Every Monday we submit a black 
& white photograph.  The Club has had some outstanding field 
trips.  My photos of Piney Lake and Antelope Canyon you liked so 
much in the hallway are on field trips.”  
 
The Club also brought her a new love in the form of the painter 
Mio Cirkovic.  They met while participating in what the Art Guild 
calls “Side By Side.”  A painter and a photographer take the same 
subject and put it into their respective mediums.  “We did the 
Old Cabin on the Beaver Creek Golf Course, and we collaborated.  
Then we just started dating, and it’s been a little over 2 years” 
recalls Carol.  She hopes to continue her travels with Mio by her 
side this May, expanding their own collections together.  “I don’t 
do it for a living, I do it for art’s sake.” 

Carol’s photos can be purchased matted and framed or available 
printed on metal for a vibrant piece of art.  Photo books of the 
Vail Valley are also available for sale.  Carol can be reached at 
970-390-0624 or at Calinoff@vail.net.

Carol Calinoff Captures

Custom Wood Floors
Cameron Gardener

owner
20+ Years Experience

Installation • Repair • Refinish
Free Estimates

970-376-6333
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PFurnitureandDesign.com
(970) 949-0153

VailLights.net
(970) 949-1508
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Helping to Make Your House a Home!child custody | divorce | child support

Selected as a Rising Star by Super Lawyer
for 6 consecutive years (2013 -2018)

LIFE IS A JOURNEY THAT STARTS
AND ENDS WITH FAMILY

Contact Amy Goscha for your legal needs.

Contact
Amy Goscha

970.315.2365

kids' 
corner

Kids say the most amazing things! And Singletree wants to here 
what your kids have to say. Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to have 
your kid interviewed to participate in your neighborhood magazine.

Contributed by Logan Jones, Singletree Resident 
W
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This month we met 6-year-old Logan Jones; he is in 1st grade 
at Eagle County Charter Academy.  Logan loves to watch 
Alabama football with his dad and this year they won the 
National Championship! 
 
What do you love to do with your family?  Hmmm… I love to have 
fun!  I like to go skiing with them.  We just went to this Ice Castle 
(in Silverthorne), it was really cool.  I liked the ice slide. They 
have a small one and a big one in the ice castle.  
  
Do you have a pet?  My brother is a dog. His name is Shadow and 
he’s 1 and a half.  I came up with the idea of naming him from one 
of the Wild Kratts shows -- the one about the baby black jaguar; 
his name was Shadow.    
                
What is your favorite sport?  It’s really soccer.  I play with my 
mom every night when we go on walks with Shadow.  
             
Where do you like to go to play?  Skyzone, where my grandpar-
ents are.  At Skyzone, you gotta get in and then you get these 
Skyzone socks and they have special padding on them, like grips 
and stuff, and once you go on the tramps, the socks and the grips 
on the socks make you jump super high when you are on the 
trampoline. That’s at Alabama.  
            
What is your favorite toy?  It’s really my Nintendo switch. I have 
three games on it and the games are Mariocart, Lego Ninjago and 
Super Mario Odyssey.  
            
If you could change one thing in the world, what would you 
change?  I wish the whole world would just be covered in Swed-
ish Fish.  
            

What advice do you have for adults?  I would tell them 
how big a T-Rex is.  
            
What’s your favorite movie of all time? Your favorite 
book? Jurassic Park and Jurassic World.  Plus there’s 
a new Jurassic World coming out on my birthday; it’s 
called Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom.  It’s June 22.  I 
would say Ocean Monsters is my favorite book.   
            
What has been your favorite vacation?  Our big vacation 
we went on this summer was Disney World.  I remember 
the Dinosaur Ride, when you are trying to find Iguanodon 
and once you get to the end there’s a stop, and then a big 
carnivore comes out and then you turn around a corner 
and then the car that you are in is talking to you about 
what dinosaurs you see, and then at the very end of that 
corner the dinosaur that you see is Aladar, and there is a 
tree in front of him and then there is a brontosaurus and 
it picks up the tree for him to get out and escape!  
              
What do you love about living here?  Um, that I have three 
friends, Mac and Calvin and Thomas!  And they all live 
right near me!   

LOGAN'S
Jurassic World
LOGAN'S
Jurassic World
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♦Kitchen & Bath Remodel
♦Cabinets & Trim
♦Basement Finishing
♦Hardwood Flooring & Tile

Brian Hattersley, General Contractor
Ph: 719-651-2204
brian@heritagecustomrenovations.com
www.heritagecustomrenovations.com

AFTER: Gypsum 
kitchen remodel. 
Removed load 
bearing wall, 
replaced with 
wood beam; added 
new island with 
custom cabinets; 
installed new 
kitchen floor. 

SHOW YOUR HOME SOME LOVE! 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ♦ LICENSED ♦ INSURED

HERITAGE CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

BEFORE 

AFTER 

RETRACTABLE SCREEN DOORS
Spring is here!

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970.926.2888
www.alpineambiance.com

Featuring THE best on the market,
complete with expert installation
        

Free Estimates ~ We Come to You! ~ Exceptional Service since 1991
Expert Installation  ~ Repairs

FREE
shipping on
all orders!
Valid 'til 3/31/18

- with this ad

Hunter Douglas blinds/shades & 
custom draperies

sponsor spotlight

The “Ultimate Problem Solver”. That’s how Dr. 
James Beard, the Vail Valley’s only established 
periodontal specialist, likes to think of himself.
 
You may have met Dr. Beard, Jim to his friends, in 
July when he sponsored and hosted the Dog Day 
Afternoon for Singletree residents at Chip Ram-
sey Park. You likely also met his wife of 35 years, 
concert violinist Florentina Ramniceanu, and their 
three adorable pups, Scottie “Katie”, Schnauzer 
“Sammy” and Miniature Pinscher “Mylo”. Dr. Beard 
and his wife have had a home in the Valley for over 
20 years. Just a glance at either Dr. Beard or his 
wife will let you know you are in the presence of 
some serious dog lovers. In addition to spending 
time together and with their pups, Dr. Beard, a 
private pilot, also enjoys flying, skiing, photography 
and bicycling. In fact, his office is decorated with 
photos he has taken himself while walking the dogs 
or flying between Chicago and Colorado.
 
Dr. Beard opened Riverwalk Periodontics in 
Riverwalk at Edwards in December of 2014 to the 
excitement of both local residents and dental pro-
fessionals alike. His office manager and assistant, 
Jaryn Montgomery, has been with him almost from 

the beginning. Together they work 
tirelessly to care for the needs of 
their patients.
 
Most people wonder what in the world 
a periodontist is – what do they do? 
Why do you need to know?  We all 
know that a general dentist cares for 
your teeth. A periodontist is a specialty 
dentist who focuses on bone and gum 
health. As a periodontist, Dr. Beard 
specializes in implants, atraumatic 
(zero trauma) extractions, gum reces-
sion correction, bone loss repair and 
the healing and reversing of sensitivi-
ty.  Local dentists refer patients to Dr. 
Beard every week, seeking his expertise 
to help them solve the most difficult 
cases from diagnosis to treatment.  
 
Patients who have seen Dr. Beard 
have been pleasantly surprised to find 
out that even in the most extreme 
cases where surgical intervention has 
been needed, the experience has been 
nearly pain-free all the way around. 

Any patient will tell you that appoint-
ments are easy to schedule, instruc-
tions are clear and easy to follow, and 
the office has an ease and comfort 
level that they’ve never experienced 
in a dental office. Whether it’s Jaryn 
making you a latte when you arrive, 
or Dr. Beard taking the time to help 
you understand each step of treat-
ment, you are sure to have an unfor-
gettable and positive experience.
 
If you have questions about your 
dental health or if the answers you’ve 
been getting just aren’t quite sitting 
right with you, call the office and 
schedule a consultation with Dr. 
Beard. His honest evaluation will help 
you make decisions about your smile 
that could change your life. And the 
lattes aren’t bad either! 
 
Dr. Beard's tagline is ‘Exceeding Ex-
pectations’. Schedule a visit with Dr. 
Beard. Let him show you why.
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You Don't Need the Luck of the Irish
to Save Money, Just Install Solar!

Most customers save up to 
50% off the cost of solar by 
utilizing local rebates, 
incentives and tax credits, 
AND completely eliminate 
their monthly electricity bill!
 
Call Today for a free solar 
analysis and customized 
solar proposal. 

Active Energies Solar is the premier
solar sales/installation provider in

the Vail Valley, since 2006

970-306-4233  •  ActiveEnergies.com

Mention
you saw
this ad

& receive an
additional
$500
OFF!

home of the month

As I drive up Winslow Road, I am unsure of which house is 531, 
but upon siting a particularly spectacular home, I know I have 
found my destination. Dave and Debbie Irwin’s house stands atop 
its land similar to a Tuscan villa, overlooking lower Singletree 
and the Arrowhead slopes like a king upon its throne.  Initially, 
the exterior is intimidatingly masculine with iron and stone rising 
from the ground, topped with deep-set windows and a dark metal 
roof.  However, the avuncular nature of its creator is mirrored in 
the subtleties as the villa, once entered, becomes a home.  
 
“I’ve always wanted a home to feel like a warm hug,” Dave re-
marks as we walk around the living room and I experience the 
vastness that is a delightful surprise to the senses.  Pure white 
walls with rounded edges are so divine it seems as though only 
Mother Nature could have created them.  Every element just 
seems to fit perfectly and I am in awe as to how this home could 
be so big and yet feel so comfortable.  

 
That’s not an easy task,” says Dave.  “This home is a combination 
of a lot of different feels, designs, and styles I have learned over 
the years.  I wanted it to have a feeling of warmth and at the same 
time, always be functional and without putting anything into it, 
be a work of art in itself.”  He has a wealth of experience in home 
design, with over 80 homes in the Vail Valley to his name, 15 
homes throughout the United States and 2 in Australia.    
 
Dave and Debbie Irwin created with each other a house that 
mirrors themselves and their relationship in a symphony of 
architectural senses.  “We had fun putting this home together,” 
remarks Debbie.  “I just loved that our visions were the same.”  
As we walk into the white quartz kitchen, she remarks further 
on how much she learned during the process of building. “I am a 
broker with Berkshire Hathaway and I sell homes in this valley, 
including of course, those built by The Nova Group (Dave’s design 
and development company); it’s great industry knowledge to 
really understand why finishes and prices differ, from the unseen 
footings to the kitchen countertops.”   
 

“Check out that cabinet over there!” laughs Dave.  I open up what 
I think is going to be a modest pantry cabinet with cool shelving 
and am instantly overwhelmed by a humungous room with its 
own refrigerator and pantry shelving from floor to ceiling that 
rivals most master bedroom closets.  “We like to have a place for 
everything,” Dave begins, “so that we can enjoy the clean lines of 
the home,” finishes Debbie.  
 
The home was completed in January 2016, but Dave has owned 
the lot for 35 years.  “I just knew when I met Debbie that I want-
ed to build our home together in Singletree,” says Dave as he 
looks fondly at his wife.  Of course, there were some bumps along 
the way in the build. The staining on all of the alder doors had to 
be sent back and redone because it “wasn’t quite right”.  Ulti-
mately, the Irwins effectively used dark coffee and grey tones to 
achieve a successful marriage between a contemporary style and 
the stature of a Tuscan villa. 
 
“The beam across the living and dining room is 54 feet long,” 
points out Dave, “and the lumber truck almost tipped over when 
it was being delivered!”  All of the beams and exposed woodwork 
in the house are just that: beautiful and exposed to create an ar-
chitectural detail that enhances the overall feel and design of the 
home rather than covering those beams in sheetrock and plaster.  
 
Dave prides himself on his home building expertise and never 
asks anyone who builds his homes to do something he himself 
doesn’t know how to do.  “I can do electrical, plumbing, plaster-
ing, woodworking, the works,” he explains as we stand in their 
second floor living space with the pool table overlooking the 
formal living area below.  “He found this light fixture and took it 
apart and sprayed it from chrome to a more subtle color to match 
the pendant over the pool table!” exclaims Debbie.  
                                           
“I feel I need to eliminate the overworked or overdone,” Dave 
pauses as we move towards the master entrance.  “For instance, I 
don’t like hallways unless the design necessitates one, and I don’t 
like unnecessary doors.”  Their first floor master suite is warm 
and welcoming, with rounded arches that take the place of doors 
as you move from the master to the bathroom and the enormous 
closet.  “There’s no reason to have a lack of storage for clothes, 
gear and personal items, when you live here,” says Dave. 
 

So many wonderful homes in Singletree! Let us know about a fabulous 
house to feature as Home of the Month! E-mail holly.proctor@n2pub.com 
with an address and we will take it from there!

Contributed by Dave and Debbie Irwin, Singletree Residents 
Written by Allie Decent, Singletree Resident 
Article Sponsored by Active Energies Solar, LLC

Contemporary meets  
Tuscan Villa at 531 Winslow

As I prepare to depart, I ask Dave and Debbie if they have any 
final words and Dave does not disappoint.  “I designed this home 
to be warm and functional.  There should not be more than three 
elements in a room: simple and clean and calming.  Just like a 
beautiful lady in a black dress.”  
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Your Life, Your Choice. .  .Choose Wisely!
RadiantHealthResources.com

Healthy Self
The BEMER

(21st Century
Energy Medicine) 

Call Today to
Learn More!

Preferred
Massage
Rates for

Singletree
Residents!

(970)-284-8161 •  BrianMalloy.MassageTherapy.com •  RadiantHealthResources.com
Brian Malloy Certi f ied Massage Therapist  s ince 1988 •  Colorado Lic.  # 0017611

In our last Mustang Minute, we focused on the unique culture of 
Stone Creek Charter School (SCCS). Part of what makes the school’s 
culture unique is the family atmosphere. When students walk in the 
school’s doors, they get a sense of being a part of something bigger 
than themselves; like being a contributing member of the family. 
 
SCCS parents and faculty are vital members of the family too. Parents, 
students, teachers and administrative staff operate as a team which fosters 
communication and ensures that each student’s unique needs are advanced. 
A school’s culture cannot be fabricated because its authenticity is too trans-
parent. Anyone who walks thru the doors can see whether you have it or you 
don’t. Here is how some of our SCCS family members describe our school: 

“The first word that comes to mind when I think about the culture of our 
school is family. We are a family. We are a close-knit group of people who 
genuinely care about one another. The students interact like brothers and 
sisters. They love one another and celebrate each other's victories. They 
offer comfort and support to those who are struggling. Their care and 
attentiveness extend beyond the classroom. People from a variety of dif-
ferent grades can be found playing games together, reading together, and 
generally sharing life together.”  Christine Teichman, first grade teacher
 
“This family atmosphere can be seen among staff members. We work 
alongside one another to meet the needs of all students, not just those in 
our class. Students know they can rely on any of the adults to help them 
in their time of need and encourage them when they experience a vic-
tory. We are constantly bouncing ideas off one another and asking each 
other for advice as we work to provide a positive learning environment 
for each student.” Genevieve Harrison, upper school social studies

“Our school functions as a family.  We are the opposite of a big box: we 
are the little grocery store at the corner.  We know our kids personally, 
and parents and teachers are in close contact.  All teachers care wherever 
they teach... but our small structure and our flexible schedule allows us 
to implement CARING on an individual basis.” Cynthia Blancke, ESL and 
reading instructor
 
“What we love about Stone Creek is that everyone, from administration to 
volunteers, treat the children like the individuals they are. The school structure 
allows for tailoring the child's needs to how they learn best and due to the 
combination of this and the school virtues that are practiced (and celebrated) 
on a daily basis, both of our children have grown not just academically but 
emotionally and socially. We feel like we are part of the Stone Creek com-
munity and not just a number filling a seat.” Alana Hurst-Samuels, Singletree 
resident and mother of Davin in 5th grade and Annika in 4th grade 

“The SCCS family provides us the ability to work together to provide a true 
reciprocal learning environment that allows students to develop their minds, 
excite their spirits, and change the world. Come see what we’re all about,” 
invites Executive Principal, Jason Mills. 
 
Now enrolling for the 2018-2019 academic school year. For more informa-
tion see our website www.stonecreeekschool.org.
 
Stone Creek Charter School is a K-8th grade independent, public charter school in Eagle County. Through small class, sizes, SCCS 
fosters an intimate and invested learning environment throughout the Valley with two campuses – Edwards and Gypsum. Our 
students are supported and challenged to learn and grow in and out of the classroom through fieldwork, service and adventure.

the mustang 
minute

Our School 
FAMILY
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When Dave and I retired and became full-time residents of 
Singletree in 2014, we had quite a long list of far-away places we 
wanted to visit. We had managed to see most of the United States 
and many wonderful places in Europe, but with corporate jobs and 
kids, we had never been able to travel for more than a week and a 
half at a time. Along with trips to China and Japan, and Peru and 
Ecuador, a safari in southern Africa was at the top of our list.
 
 After researching Lonely Planet, Frommer’s, etc, I had a good 
idea of what we wanted to see - safari camps in the Kruger area of 
South Africa, Victoria Falls and the Zambezi River in Zimbabwe, 
Chobe and the Okavango Delta in Botswana, Cape Town, and may-
be Namibia. Friends who had used “Africa specialists” to plan their 
trip had told us it was possible to do a custom itinerary at about 
the same price as a package trip. I worked with a specialist in New 
York who planned out the most amazing trip to four camps plus 
Cape Town, advising us that we could do most of our list on our 
budget and time constraints, but to leave Namibia for another trip.
 

Fall and spring seemed to be the best times to visit, with our fall 
being dry but not terribly hot. When it’s dry, the animals congre-
gate at the few water holes so viewing is very likely. Our spring is 
more lush so the animals may be spread out. So off we set in Oc-
tober, flying from Denver to Frankfurt and then another equally 
long flight to Johannesburg. 
 
Our custom trip included all transfers and personal escorts from 
place to place, since we were certainly no experts on traveling in 
Africa. It worked seamlessly with someone meeting us on arrival 
and whisking us over to the other side of the airport where the 
tiny “bush” planes take off from. One spectacular flight and scary 
dirt airstrip landing later, we were met by staff from our first 
camp in the private reserve area called Motswari near Kruger Na-
tional Park. No time to rest, our first safari drive was in an hour!  
Fortified by an amazing lunch, small groups of about six people 
per vehicle set off to see how many giraffes, antelope, zebra, 
lions, rhinos, etc, etc, etc we could see.
 

Each camp we stayed at was somewhat different, 
with some having African-style huts and others 
with luxury tented “rooms”, but in general, the 
routine was the same. Wake up before dawn with 
coffee and a small bakery item, then into the vehi-
cles for a three to four-hour game drive. On return 
a sumptuous breakfast followed by a nap in the heat 
of the day with maybe a dip in a small pool. A light 
lunch, maybe at a remote picnic spot, then back into 
the vehicles for a late afternoon into dusk game 
drive with Sundowner cocktails at a picturesque 
spot at sunset. Another hour of night viewing for a 
different perspective. Dinner was usually fairly late 
and very delicious with plenty of local delicacies 
like Kudu steak, fried crickets, or crocodile as well 
as beef and chicken. South African wines were in 
plentiful supply.
 

At first concerned that we wouldn’t see all the animals and birds we wanted 
to see, it soon became apparent that there was no shortage of “Big Five” and 
many other creatures and that we would become almost blasé about seeing 
yet another awesome lion or hippo or leopard. Unfortunately, rhinoceros have 
become very rare due to the huge amount of poaching that is happening. We 
did see one female high-tailing into the bush with her baby and wished her luck 
in surviving.  
 
After a drive and a flight to Zambia, and a meet-up with our trusty escort, 
we crossed the border into Zimbabwe to stay at Elephant Camp, an elephant 
rescue preserve with an orphaned Cheetah named Chester that was right 
outside Victoria Falls. We had close encounters with the elephants, Chester, 
and a family of baboons as well as a visit to Victoria Falls. A highlight of this 
segment was an all-day whitewater rafting trip down the Zambezi River from 
the bottom of the Falls through eighteen rapids, twelve of which were Class 
Five. Terrifying and exciting at the same time! Nothing we had ever rafted in 
Colorado or Arizona had prepared us for this.
 

A First AFRICAN ADVENTURE

travel tales
Contributed by Linda Wilson, 
Singletree Resident
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4722 Hwy 6, Gypsum CO 81637
970-524-7323 (office)

topnotch-logworks.com | topnotch-painting.com 

TOP NOTCH PAINTING
A division of Top Notch Logworks 

Top Notch Painting,
your interior painting and staining experts.

When you look
around and say "When was the last

time we painted

the house?”

Another escorted drive into Botswana and we were at the fabu-
lous Chobe Game Lodge. The great thing about this lodge is its 
location right on the Chobe River. This allowed them to do two 
vehicle game drives and one riverboat game drive each day. We 
lost count of how many animals and birds we saw. It was also the 
largest place we stayed and more of a lodge than a camp.
 
Another tiny plane and dirt airstrip and we were at our most rustic 
tented camp in the Okavango Delta. Totally remote and off-the-grid, 
with some solar power and hot water, we had animals right in the 
camp many times. A group of five mature female lions took a liking 
to the campfire and dinner area. We went out in traditional dugout 
canoes with a driver polling us along like a Venetian gondolier. Talk 
about up close and personal with the hippos and elephants!
 
After twelve days in the dusty bush, we were ready for some 
luxury at the beautiful Cape Grace Hotel in Cape Town. Situated 
on the V & A waterfront at the base of Table Mountain, it was 
the perfect location to explore the whole Cape. A driver took us 
to the Stellenbosch wine country for tastings and lunch, with the 
same Guide driving us the following day to hike out to the Cape 
itself, tour the coastline, visit the penguin colony, and stroll the 
Botanic Garden. A third day was spent exploring the city, riding 
the cable car to the top of Table Mountain, and then a sunset 
cruise on a catamaran. Cape Town quickly became one of our 
favorite cities. Too bad it is so far away. 
 
This trip was truly a “trip of a lifetime” but we hope to return to 
Africa to see a few more of our favorite animals. We met people 
who return again and again and it is easy to see why.

Share your most amazing vacation with your neighbors! Be it near or far, 
adventurous or relaxing... please tell us about it. Please email holly. proctor@
n2pub.com with your travel tales.

www.sonnenalpclub.com
970.477.5375

1265 Berry Creek Road

Join today! Your lifestyle awaits...
Signature golf, year-round pools,

 10,000 sq. ft. fitness facility,
Harvest restaurant, kids programs,

and more!
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See us for all your
Summer gardening items:

• Bulk & Bagged:
• Soil Enhancers
• Screened Topsoil

• Flower &
Vegetable Garden Soil

• Potting Soil
• Cedar Mulch

•Small, Medium, Large 
Bark Mulch
• Aspen Mulch

• Playground Chips
• Steel Edging
• Weed Barrier

• Tree Stakes & Straps

RESIDENTIAL • HOA • COMMERCIAL • DESIGN • BUILD • ENHANCE

A Division of GH Daniels III & Associates, Inc.A Division of GH Daniels III & Associates, Inc.

THE LANDSCAPE CENTERTHE LANDSCAPE CENTER
Add Value To Your Landscape With TLCAdd Value To Your Landscape With TLC

www.TheLandscapeCenter.com 
970-524-5010

info@thelandscapecenter.com

SINGLETREE WELCOMES
Burke, Alyssa, Tucker (4 in March), and Madison (2 in April) Larson 
moved to Rawhide Road in September 2017. They were thrilled to find 
a new home among family who live in the Vail Valley, including Burke’s 
parents, sister and husband, aunt and uncle, his two cousins and Alyssa’s 
brother, wife and new baby. Coincidentally, one of Burke’s cousins is 
Tiffany McCracken, who works with Alida Zwaan, a fellow Singletree 
resident. This dynamic team was delighted to have the opportunity to 
introduce the Larsons to their new neighborhood. 
 
Burke and Alyssa lived in Eagle-Vail from 2011 until 2015, when 
they bought a house and moved to Eagle at the time Alyssa was 
pregnant with Madison. After 1.5 years in Eagle, they decided 
they needed to be back up valley, and listed their house which 
went under contract in 48 hours! Three months later they moved 
into their Singletree house in September of 2017. They love the 
close proximity to everything that they do and are so happy they 
made the move!
 
Burke was born and raised in Genesee, Colorado. He is the oldest of 
4 kids. Burke’s family always had a second home in East Vail where 
they came every weekend. Burke grew up ski racing in Vail through 
Ski Club Vail and mountain bike racing in the summers here. 
 
Alyssa was born in Maryland and moved to Littleton, CO when 
she was 5. She grew up skiing at Copper and Breckenridge and 
had a love of the mountains from the beginning. Her Dad did a lot 

of work for Breckenridge and got her a free Buddy pass the first 
year they were available (as a junior in high school). She and her 
friend skied 45 days that season and were hooked. Ever since 
then, Alyssa wanted to find a way to live here. With a plan to 
move here and teach skiing after college, she received a job offer 
she couldn’t pass up. The mountains would have to wait.
 
Although they did not meet there, both Alyssa and Burke attend-
ed the University of Colorado, Boulder, where they overlapped 
for a year. When they met, Alyssa was living in Denver and Burke 
was living in Vail; they were introduced by their roommates who 
were dating. They spent closing weekend together in 2009, and 
every weekend after that for the next year, until Alyssa made the 
move to Vail in 2010. About 6 months later, Burke proposed to 
Alyssa in December and they were married in October of 2011 at 
the Sonnenalp Club (Balata at the time).
 
They like to mountain bike and hike in the shoulder seasons and 
summer and ski in the winter. Tucker was on the pump track on 
his strider bike from 2 years old and now can ride a regular pedal 
bike. He has been skiing since before he turned 2 and this is his 
first season taking ski lessons; he loves everything about it, es-
pecially the hot chocolate with whipped cream when they finish! 
Madison wants to do everything her big brother does and tries 
her hardest to keep up. She can get on and off her strider bike 
and walk around without falling over. She had her first day skiing 
this season starting in January and loved every second. 
 

Burke was previously in the title insurance industry work-
ing for Land Title and Title Company of the Rockies for 14 
years, but switched professions entirely to pursue his dream 
of general contracting almost a year ago. He now works with 
Alex Coleman (Coleman Custom Homes) on various projects 
throughout the upper valley. 
 
Alyssa has been in commercial banking since graduating 
from college 13 years ago. She first started her career 
with LaSalle Bank in Chicago, then moved back to Denver. 
She was working for a commercial mortgage brokerage 
company for 3 years during the economic downturn, then 
moved to the Vail Valley and started her career with US 
Bank 8 years ago. She has always been an analyst/assistant 

relationship manager, and is now an analyst team lead, managing a team of 
analysts that are located all over the state. 
 
The entire family likes to vacation at Burke’s parents’ lake house every summer in 
Sandpoint, Idaho. It is a playground with every toy you could imagine. All of the 
family is there for the same week and they waterski, jet ski, sail, hobie cat, kayak, 
swim, and mostly enjoy their family time together. It is something they anticipate 
all year. But at the end of the day, no matter how much fun they have in Idaho or 
other places afar, Alyssa, Burke, Tucker and Madison are always happy to return to 
their home in Singletree. Please join us in welcoming them to the neighborhood!

new to the 
neighborhood

Please join us in welcoming new residents to Singletree! Please email holly.proctor@n2pub.
com with the names of your new neighbors to be introduced to the community.

Contributed by Alyssa and Burke Larson and 
Alida Zwaan, Singletree Residents

the Larsonsto the hood
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Amy Goscha is a Colorado native passionate about 
working hard and helping families through difficult times 
such as divorce and child custody disputes.

Amy attended St. Mary’s Academy, a small all-girls high school in 
Denver, where she played field hockey and soccer. She attended 
Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska, where she received an 
undergraduate degree in psychology. She went on to attend the 
University of Denver Sturm College of Law where she graduated 
with her law degree.  

Her passion for the law came from her work with juveniles in 
drug court in 1999-2000. She routinely visited youth on proba-
tion and reported to judges on their progress. Through this expe-
rience, she recognized that she had a desire to help individuals 
going through difficult times such as divorce or dealing with the 
death of a loved one. 

Amy began her legal career as a law clerk for a family law judge 
in 2008, where she gained experience in complex family law 
litigation from the court’s perspective. Amy then joined a family 
law firm in Denver in September 2008.  She moved to the Vail 
Valley in the spring of 2015 and has practiced law in the Vail Val-
ley since that time.  She married her husband, Terry Williams, in 
October 2016.  Amy and Terry live in Singletree. 

Today, Amy is a divorce and child custody lawyer and founding 
partner of Kalamaya | Goscha.  With offices in Edwards, Glen-
wood and Aspen, the firm handles personal disputes including di-
vorce, custody of children, personal injury, and criminal defense.  

Amy 
Goscha

With extensive experience in representing clients throughout 
Colorado in family law and divorce cases, Amy speaks through-
out the state on specific topics related to family issues to judges, 
lawyers, litigants and professionals. 

Amy brings a specialized approach to clients in the Vail Valley 
as she remains at the forefront in the family law practice area 
in Colorado. She provides input on important issues that affect 
family law through her appointed positions on the Colorado Su-
preme Court Standing Committee on Family Issues, Colorado Bar 
Association Executive Council, and Fifth Judicial District Access 
to Justice Committee.

Amy has been selected as a Rising Star by Super Lawyers for the 
past six consecutive years (2013-2018). Less than 2.5% of attor-
neys receive this honor in Colorado.

In 2014, Amy was selected to serve as an adjunct professor at 
the University of Denver Sturm College of Law with the Hon-
orable Judge Angela Arkin. Amy taught Advanced Family Law 
to third-year law students for two consecutive years. She was 
appointed in 2016 to the Fifth Judicial District Access to Justice 
Committee. The Committee works on solving issues litigants 
face in receiving access to resources and the Courts where their 
disputes are heard.

Amy looks forward to continuing her passion in family law in the 
Vail Valley and she enjoys her involvement in the Edwards Ro-
tary Club.  She also frequents Pure Barre and runs with her dog, 
Koda, on the Charolais Trail.  

Founding Partner of Goscha | Kalamaya Law

Gypsum
Animal Hospital

 In Sickness and In Health

We are here to provide complete care for your pets.  Whether you
 bring your pet in for a wellness checkup, a specific illness or just to 

say hi, we promise you our complete attention and concern. After all, 
we are pet lovers too, and any friend of yours is a friend of ours.

Surgery, Medicine, Dentistry, Anesthesia, Digial Radiology, Laboratory, 
Out Patient Services, Pharmacy, EKG, Boarding, Bathing and Grooming, 

Chemotherapy, Vaccinations, and Euthanasia

680 Red Table Drive ° Gypsum, CO 81637
970-524-3647 ° gypsumah.com

Website Design | Development
Hosting & Digital Marketing Service

Products & Services to Grow Your Business

Jerry Nichols
Singletree Resident Since 1992

970-926-2626
jerry@nicholsinteractive.com

FEATU
RED

 PRO
JECTS

Digital Marketing Agency
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Name: Keena Shikverg  |  Age: 10
School and Grade: 4th grade at ECCA
 
How long have you been ski racing?  I started when I was 15 
months old and then I did the Lindsey Vonn Race when I was 5.  
 
When did you decide you wanted to compete?  Well, I always 
wanted to be competitive.  During school, I play football and 
soccer and I play basketball with all the boys and I beat them a 
lot.  Epic Mix Racing was too straight and my family is sometimes 
slow and I wanted more independence. Now I race in Ski and 
Snowboard Club Vail.
 
What is it about ski racing that inspires you?  Mikaela Shiffrin 
inspires me to ski race because she is a great Olympian and 
Lindsay Vonn also because her favorite is GS or Downhill, and 
my favorite is GS.  
 
What competitive event is your strongest?  Definitely GS!  
 
What is the most challenging aspect of ski racing for you?  Panel 
Slalom.  It’s where GS gates are set up as slalom, they are big 
gates and small turns so it’s hard for me.  When we are training, 
sometimes we just go to chair 16 and we go down straightening 
on one ski and it’s hard but it’s fun.  My left leg is better.  And 
then we have these skills quests, where we have to do pole-jump-
ers and tuck turns and one skiing on both legs.  
 

What competitive ski racing events have you participated in?  Last 
year I was in YSO and I won every race and I didn’t have any com-
petition by the end of the year, so I had to move up to the harder 
age class and I’ve been placing in the teens but I’m getting better.  
  
What have you learned from ski racing?  I have learned that I can 
have more independence and you have to know where all your 
stuff is.  If you forget things you have to be responsible for them.  
And sometimes that makes you a better person.  
 
What is your favorite moment in ski racing?  Going through the 
finish line!  Without crashing of course.
 
What are your goals in competition?  By the end of the year, I 
want to make it into the top 10, or top 5.  
 
Can you offer a piece of advice for someone looking to get into ski 
racing?  You have to be ready for the challenges that come to you 
at different times.  
 
Is there anything else you would like to share with your friends 
and neighbors about your racing experience?  That you should 
try harder to get what you want.  When I was 3, I broke my tibia 
and fibula, and I had to have a cast all the way up to my hip.  My 
mom had to help me and teach me how to walk again; she brought 
me into the pool and she helped me.  Then I had to face my fears 
on the first hill I went on after that.  
 

athlete spotlight

Seeking all Singletree athletes! Email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to share 
your passions, endeavors and achievements with your neighborhood.

Contributed by Keena Shikverg, Singletree Resident
Written by Allie Decent, Singletree Resident 
Article Sponsored by Coleman Custom Homes

Keena's Quest for Competition
The moment that tells a story.  He will 

always remember it, each time he sees this 
portrait hanging on the wall, and will share 

his memories about his gran with his 
children, when the time comes.

OlgaBarronPhotography.com | (970) 445-0750



Inside Singletree  •  March 2018 March 2018  •  Inside Singletree38 39

THE RIGHT 
DOC MAKES 
IT ALL BETTER.

We all want to make healthy choices. At Kaiser Permanente, 
you’ll get a wide selection of doctors to choose from. So you can 
find the one with the experience and the personality that 
best fits you and your needs. And if you ever change your 
needs or your mind, you can change your doctor at any time. 
Visit kp.org today because together we thrive.

Kaiser Permanente Edwards Medical Offices:
56 Edwards Village Blvd., Suite 206, Edwards, CO 81632 

280 MAIN STREET C-106 | RIVERWALK QUARTZ BUILDING | EDWARDS, CO 81632

(970) 766-6000  |  RIVERWALKPERIODONTICS.COM

 Exceeding Expectations!

Making your experience as warm and pain free as possible!

LONG TEETH

BLEEDING OR DISCOLORED GUMS

UNEVEN GUM LINE

FOOD TRAPS

MISSING TEETH

SENSITIVE TEETH

BROKEN OR CHIPPED TEETH

970-926-8111 • RiverwalkWineandSpirits.com

Located Next to Village Market in Edwards
Free Delivery for Orders Over $100

iverwalkR wine      spirits

Making Dinner
Unforgettable! Large Selection of Rare to Everyday Wines

Check Out Our New Expansion!
3 Certified Sommeliers on Staff

10% Off Every Case of Wine
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New Construction, 
Remodeling & 

Renovations

Emily Kearl
970.331.3464
EMILY@ME-DESIGN-STUDIO.COM

Collaborating to Make Your Dream Home a Reality!

Interior Design
YOUR SPACE, YOUR STYLE...

OUR PASSION

Paul Stege
970.926.7447

PSTEGE@ME.COM

•

•

970.476.7005  |  COLORADOPOOLSCAPES.COM
910 NOTTINGHAM ROAD  |  AVON, CO

B U I L D  +  M A I N TA I N  +  S U P P LY

• 

• 

HOT TUBS AS LOW AS $4,395.
CHECK OUT OUR FLOOR MODEL SPECIALS.

Call us to schedule a free backyard consultation and test soak in our showroom.

We promise a stress-free hot tub buying experience.

We provide water care, warranty, & supplies for your new hot tub.

WE HAVE A HOT TUB TO FIT ALL SPACES AND LIFESTYLES!WE HAVE A HOT TUB TO FIT ALL SPACES AND LIFESTYLES!

S o a k  �  S a v e


