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frames, that I gave up on being an actuary, and moved to the 
computing end of the job

After the birth of our �rst son, and a move to a new duty station 
in Hawaii, I applied for a position at the University of Hawaii, 
that was funded by NOAA, on a multinational team developing a 
program that could predict tsunamis. The program was my �rst 
introduction into signal processing – the collection of data from 
various sensors and monitors and then determining trends and 
patterns that supported extrapolations and predictions.  And my 
�rst time to work on such a large program that it required several 
programmers working together.

In 1982, we were once again stationed in LA and I landed a job 
as an algorithm programmer at TRW, a major aerospace �rm. It 
wasn’t easy at times, but never dull. And I started with a bang – lit-
erally. I was tasked to determine the Radio Frequency Survivability 

of the MX (Mobile ICBM) missile.  At this point, I was working on 
a desktop computer – which were in a separate room, and it was 
�rst-come-�rst-served. Still, this was a huge improvement over the 
punch cards and batch processing I was used to in Hawaii.

One of the highlights of my career was being named as project 
manager of an Independent Research and Development Project 
(IRAD) to develop a computer solution to issues we were having 
in handling of certain types of data.  My team and I were pushing 
the envelope and we knew it.   Our solutions eventually formed 
the basis for a specialized workstation and led to several con-
tracts, one with BAE in England. 

We were a team of four Americans -- two men and two women. 
Having women on the team was a novelty to our British hosts, 
but also posed an issue that needed a solution.  The only women’s 
restroom was in the reception area and the only way to get there 

was by exiting the building, walking around to the other 
side, and re-entering. The men’s room was on our side 
of the building.  The solution was to get the two women 
on the team large golf umbrellas so that we could walk 
out of the building and around to the other side in all 
types of weather. Sort of like in the movie!  I know that 
this was a learning experience to the BAE management, 
and I do believe that my colleague and I made a lasting 
impression on those British engineers.  And when the 
job was over, we received a very nice farewell.  We left 
the umbrellas in England.

The last 16 years of my life at TRW, which was then 
bought by Northrop Grumman was on the National Team 
charged with building a defense against ballistic mis-
sile attacks. It was quite interesting, and much like the 
pioneers in Hidden Figures, we were faced with having to 
�nd the math to do what we needed to do.  And while I am 
very proud of what we accomplished, I am more proud of 
how the company had grown and learned about men and 
women working together.  I am also humbled to realize 
that when I started in 1966, I was writing programs with 
tens of lines of code, and I retired managing programs that 
had millions of lines of code!

So, that is my story on how I got into math.  While there 
are many more women in the �eld now, we are still a 
minority.  According to statistics compiled by UCSD on 
women participation in STEM careers (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Mathematics), in 1970 women 
earned less than 20% of all bachelor’s degrees in STEM 
courses. This has risen to 40 % but currently is reced-
ing from that �gure. I personally would love to see that 
number continue to rise and encourage all young women 
to imagine where the path could lead them!

Ingrid generously donating her time as a "Red Coat" on Vail Mountain

N2 Publishing has been “turning neighborhoods into communities” for 
more than twelve years. These years are full of revenue benchmarks and 
big awards. But, this isn’t what N2 is all about. It’s the love N2’s founders 
have for community. It’s their impact on residents, advertising partners, 
and hundreds of team members. And, now, it’s their global impact.

SH   ULD
BECAUSE WE CAN;

BECAUSE WE 

By Tracy LaFon

This love of community -- and the people that 
make it up -- meant the team at N2 couldn’t 
look the other way. They couldn't ignore the 
epidemic creeping into every city across our 
country. There is a truth that people rarely ac-



Inside Singletree  •  June 2017 June 2017  •  Inside Singletree38 39

Real Estate
   

Featured properties may not be listed by the company/broker presenting this brochure.
Source MLS | Supplied by Slifer Smith & Frampton Real Estate

UPDATE

POWER TEAM
Happy Power | Jackie Devens

hpower@slifer.net | jdevens@slifer.net
970.331.8196 | 412.551.6300

Search all available properties in the Vail Valley: 
HappyInVail.com

Please give us call if you’re interested in buying, selling or discussing the market.
Top 20 SSF Broker for the past 5 years and #9 in 2016.

         RECENT SINGLETREE ACTIVITY
Status Address List Price Sold Price Sold Date $/sq.ft.

Sold
$/sq.ft.

Beds Baths sq.ft. Furnished

Active 151 Pinto Dr (DU) $2,100,000 N/A N/A $445 N/A 4 6 (3 1 2) 4715 No

*Active 59 Mission Pl (SF) $1,135,000 N/A N/A $316 N/A 4 4 (3 0 1) 3597 No

Active 121 Pinto Dr (SF) $1,675,000 N/A N/A $385 N/A 5 6 (5 0 1) 4356 No

*Active 44 Singletree Rd (DU) $895,000 N/A N/A $387 N/A 3 4 (3 0 1) 2310 Partial

Active 81 Lariat Rd #B (DU) $675,000 N/A N/A $337 N/A 4 3 (3 0 0) 2005 No

Active 1040 June Creek Rd (SF) $1,326,000 N/A N/A $400 N/A 4 4 (4 0 0) 3315 No

Sold 40 Prairie Cir (SF) $1,635,000 $1,609,000 3/31/17 $513 $505 4 4 (3 0 1) 3185 No

*Sold 21 Chute Cir (SF) $2,150,000 $2,175,000 4/11/17 $371 $375 5 5 (1 3 1) 5802 No

UC 249 Buckboard Rd (DU) $925,000 N/A N/A $411 N/A 3 4 (3 0 1) 2249 No

UC 751 Singletree Rd #3N (CO) $495,000 N/A N/A $455 N/A 2 2 (2 0 0) 1089 No

UC 311 Rawhide Rd (SF) $1,275,000 N/A N/A $359 N/A 4 5 (4 0 1) 3551 Full

* Listed & Sold by Happy Power

THE RIGHT 
DOC MAKES 
IT ALL BETTER.

We all want to make healthy choices. At Kaiser Permanente, 
you’ll get a wide selection of doctors to choose from. So you can 
find the one with the experience and the personality that 
best fits you and your needs. And if you ever change your 
needs or your mind, you can change your doctor at any time. 
Visit kp.org today because together we thrive.

Kaiser Permanente Edwards Medical Offices:
56 Edwards Village Blvd., Suite 206, Edwards, CO 81632 
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970.476.7005  |  COLORADOPOOLSCAPES.COM
910 NOTTINGHAM ROAD  |  AVON, CO

B U I L D  +  M A I N TA I N  +  S U P P LY
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HOT TUBS AS LOW AS $4,395.
CHECK OUT OUR FLOOR MODEL SPECIALS.

Call us to schedule a free backyard consultation and test soak in our showroom.

We promise a stress-free hot tub buying experience.

We provide water care, warranty, & supplies for your new hot tub.

WE HAVE A HOT TUB TO FIT ALL SPACES AND LIFESTYLES!WE HAVE A HOT TUB TO FIT ALL SPACES AND LIFESTYLES!

S o a k  �  S a v e


