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I M P O RTA N T 

Information

Hospitals
Vail Valley Medical Center		  970-476-2451
Emergency		  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus		  970-569-7520

Singletree
Management Office		  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration		  970-328-8604
Airport Administration		  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter		  970-328-3647
Assessor		  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules		  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder		  970-328-8710
Finance		  970-328-3510
General Information		  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles		  970-328-8500
Voter Information		  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School		  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School		  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy		  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School		  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School		  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School		  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School		  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School		  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School		  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy		  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School		  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy		  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Holy Cross Electric		  970-949-5892
Excel Energy		  970-262-4092
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District		  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center		  888-824-4010
CenturyLink		  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon		  970-476-3511

Disclaimer: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ Association 
(“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside 
Singletree are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events 
take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.

AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHERS

CREATIVE TEAM

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

Holly Proctor
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron
Ron Hiner

N2 Publishing Design Team

The Residents 
of Singletree

Andie Ohde
Broker, GRI, SFR, CRS
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VailAreaRealEstate.com
Find the latest Singletree Market and Data Updates

Trust. Knowledge. Experience.

34253 Highway 6 #2A, Edwards
970. 748.5150

Modern Meets Mountain Luxury

140 WEST JUNE CREEK ROAD | $1,125,000

January through December 2015 2016 % Change
Average Price $847,380 $1,060,400 25.1%

Average Price per Square Foot $319 $320 0.3%

Average Days on Market 101 115 13.9%

Highest Price $1,700,000* $2,475,000 45.6%

Properties Sold 46 60 30.4%

% Sold Price to List Price 95.4% 94.8% -0.6%

EDWARDS - SINGLETREE | All Properties
YEAR-END 2016 MARKET REPORT

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING THE BEST POSSIBLE SERVICE, PERIOD!

PLUMBING

HEATING AND COOLING

JETTING AND DRAIN CLEANING

VIDEO INSPECTION

Start your New Year off with a…
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a
trusted neighborhood vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself
with the businesses sponsoring your newsletter magazine.

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this
magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for
supporting your community!

ANIMAL BOARDING
& HOSPITAL
Vail Valley Animal Hospital
& ER
(970) 926-3496

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Gypsum Animal Hospital
(970) 524-3647

ARCHITECTURE
Martin Manley Architects
(970) 328-5151

CARPET / TILE /
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Workforce Solutions LLC
(970) 376-0176

CATERING / HOME
DELIVERY /
PERSONAL CHEF
Second Nature Gourmet
(970) 471-9541

CLOTHING
CONSIGNMENT AND
RETAIL
Rouge Consignment Boutique
(970) 855-0049

CONSTRUCTION /
REMODELING
Hoeft Builders West, Inc.
(970) 904-1959

DERMATOLOGY &
SKIN CARE
Vail Dermatology
(970) 926-9226

FAMILY LAW /
ESTATE PLANNING /
MEDIATION
RKV Law
(720) 979-4521

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Thrivent Financial
(970) 710-1012

GRANITE / NATURAL
STONE / TILE
Stone Concepts
(970) 328-3800

HEALTH &
WELLNESS
Radiant Health Resources
(818) 431-0107

HEATING &
COOLING
Lowdermilk Mitchell
Mechanical
(970) 328-6324

HOME FURNISHINGS
P. Furniture & Design II
(970) 949-0153

HOME TECHNOLOGY
Elite Electronics
(970) 479-1222

HOT TUBS / POOLS
Colorado Pool + Spa Scapes
(970) 476-7005

INSURANCE AND
HEALTHCARE
Kaiser Permanente
(970) 278-4225

LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE /
DESIGN
The Landscape Center
(970) 524-5010

LOGWORKS /
PAINTING
Top Notch Logworks, Inc.
(970) 989-0687
www.topnotch-logworks.com

MORTGAGE LENDING
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
(970) 748-4928

NAILS & SPA
Serenity Nails and Spa
(970) 446-6060

PHOTOGRAPHY -
COMMERCIAL/
SPORTS / PORTRAIT
Ron Hiner Photography
(970) 343-4434

PHOTOGRAPHY -
FAMILY/ WEDDINGS /
EVENTS
Olga Barron Photography Inc.
(970) 445-0750

PLUMBING/
HEATING/COOLING /
DRAIN CLEANING
Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500

REMODELING /
CUSTOM HOMES
Trinity Builders
(970) 331-1220

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL
CLEANING
Sweeping Change
(970) 390-8353

ROOFING - GUTTERS
& SNOW
RETENTION
AG Roofing Company Inc
(970) 328-4044

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS
Alida Zwaan - Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services
(970) 471-0291

Andie Ohde - LIV Sotheby's
International Realty
(970) 845-0400

Cynthia Kruse - RE / MAX VAIL
VALLEY
(970) 766-7355

Happy Power - Slifer, Smith
& Frampton
(970) 331-8196

Jean Mitchell - Engel &
Volkers
(970) 331-3236

Lai White - Gateway Real Estate
(970) 471-2207

Lissa Tyler - Slifer, Smith &
Frampton
(970) 390-7943

RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT
Iconic Developments
(970) 800-4884

VETERINARIAN
Dr. Charlie Meynier, DVM
(970) 926-3496
Vail Valley Animal Hospital
& ER

WEBSITE
DEVELOPMENT
Nichols Interactive
(970) 376-4393

WINDOW
TREATMENTS/
DECORATING / GIFTS
Shadey Deals / Alpine
Ambiance
(970) 376-2588

WINE / LIQUOR /
BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits
(970) 926-8111

YOGA
Mountain Soul Yoga
(817) 929-8749

Contact me for a complimentary property analysis.
 

COMMIT  TED TO THE COMMUNITY,
COMMIT  TED TO YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
 

LISSA TYLER
970.390.7493 | ltyler@slifer.net | www.lissatyler.com 
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Contributors
Fe b r u a r y 

Holly Proctor  
Publisher and Area Director

Hello 
Singletree residents!

Holly Proctor
Publisher and Area Director 
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

publisher's note

I hope your 2017 is off to a great start! 

It was a very busy holiday season for Singletree. In this issue, 
we relive our re-energizing pre-Thanksgiving evening of Yoga & 
Wine, a busy Saturday afternoon sewing project, and a festive 
wintery evening featuring the 10th Mountain Whiskey & Spirit 
Company. The fun continued as the community celebrated the 
holiday season with the first Annual Holiday Cookie Exchange 
and Cookie Competition at the Singletree Community Center. 
We kick off the New Year with a not-to-be-missed Night Out for 
Moms at the Walking Mountains Science Center.

Our February issue features Raymond and Faith 
Bleesz; their 'autobiography' is a fascinating and 
delightful story.  Also in this issue, I am thrilled 
to recognize five outstanding figure skaters in 
Singletree, expertly coached by residents Carolyn 
Kooiman and Tara Lane. 

This issue offers an opportunity to learn about the 
great work Bright Future Foundation does through-
out Eagle County and the role Lissa Tyler plays as 
Board Chair for this invaluable organization. You 
will also meet Woka, an adorable and precocious 
'rock star' white lab puppy.  

Please join me in welcoming our newest sponsors 
to Inside Singletree. Dr. Charlie Meynier and his 
team provide outstanding veterinary, boarding 
and emergency care for your beloved pets at Vail 
Valley Animal Hospital and ER. Singletree is home 
to many outstanding real estate professionals and 
we are thrilled to have sponsor support from Andie 
Ohde at LIV Sotheby's Realty, Lai White at Gate-
way Real Estate, and Lissa Tyler at Slifer, Smith & 
Frampton. And Dana Erickson with Thrivent Finan-
cial is ready to help you evaluate and assist you in 
your financial planning. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Inside Singletree and I 
look forward to sharing many great stories and events 
with you this coming year!

Your support of your neighborhood newsletter will make a difference: please send your stories and photos, share your 
ideas for feature articles or join the fun at our community events. We continue to seek residents to join the Inside 

Singletree team: junior writers, resident writers, photographers, content directors, and volunteer event hosts and co-
ordinators. Please let us know if you are interested in participating in your neighborhood newsletter at a higher level. 

We welcome any and all involvement! Please email holly.proctor@n2pub.com with your pictures, stories, ideas, 
suggestions or to join the Inside Singletree team! 

Ron Hiner 
Photographer

Olga Barron
Photographer

Faith and Raymond Bleesz
Meet Your Neighbors

Carolyn Kooiman
Athlete Spotlight

Tara Lane
Athlete Spotlight

Lissa Tyler
Bright Future Foundation

Lisa Siegert-Free, Nathan Free 
and Woka

Precious Pets

Alida Zwaan
Home of the Month Sponsor

Amy Goscha
Family Matters Sponsor

Happy Power
Real Estate Update Sponsor
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Robert purchased a lot at 140 East June Creek Road with the as-
sistance of his good friend, Andie Ohde, and is nearing the end of 
construction of a duplex. He will be celebrating retirement at the 
end of January and is looking forward to living in one-half of the 
duplex (and ultimately having a neighbor on the other side).  Rob-
ert is excited for the next phase of life that will allow him to enjoy 
Singletree living full time… welcome to your new home, Robert!

Night OutMoms'
Mom's Night Out
A Night at the Museum
Thursday, February 2, 2017
Walking Mountains Science Center
318 Walking Mountains Lane, Avon
111 Mesquite Drive
6 p.m.

Please join us for a mid-winter soiree to see old 
friends and neighbors and meet new, and to enjoy a 
glass of wine and delicious hors d'oeuvres prepared 
by Second Nature Gourmet! Please RSVP via e-mail 
to holly.proctor@n2pub.com. Space is limited and 
available on a first come, first serve basis. 

Sponsored by

Save The Date:
Singletree Property Owners' Annual Meeting
Saturday, March 11, 2017
Singletree Community Center

welcome to the neighborhood

singletree welcomes

This month, Inside Singletree launches a monthly feature to 
introduce new Singletree residents to the community. Please be 
sure to say hello to your new neighbor when you see him!
 
Robert Grauer was born and raised in Amriswil, Switzerland. 
After serving in the Swiss Air Force, he came to the States where 
he completed flight school and embarked on a 40-year career in 
aviation. With a resume that includes flight instruction and air-
craft sales, Robert has been a pilot as the players in the industry 
have evolved over the years, and now flies American Airlines. 
 
With home base in Charlotte, NC, Robert began visiting Colorado 
in about 1981 and spent a fair amount of time in Snowmass during 
the 1980s. About 25 years ago, he discovered the Vail Valley. He 
rented property in Vail for several years and along the way, came 
to meet Lynne and Peter Mackechnie (aka Peter Mack); since that 
time he developed many long lasting friendships in the Singletree 
neighborhood and determined it is a pretty cool place to live.  
 
Robert has two children (aka young adults) in Charlotte: Max 
(24) and Alexa (22), as well as a two-year-old grandson, Braxton. 
When not in Charlotte or not in the air, he can be found skiing, 
biking, hiking… or anything that gets him outdoors!
 

to the hood
R o b e r t  G r a u e r

EDWARDS - 970-926-3496
105 EDWARDS VILLAGE BLVD. 

EAGLEVAIL - 970-949-4044
40843 HIGHWAY 6 

BOARDING  |  24/7 ON CALL
vailvalleyanimalhospital.com

+ ER

Dr Charlie Meynier
Dr Justin Milizio    |    Dr Tricia Beasley
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meet your neighbors

Raymond & Fai th

Photography by Ron Hiner

Writing one’s autobiography 

is a daunting and 

formidable task as it 

has been asked of me to do so for 

this publication, which includes the 

biography of my wife, Faith April Bleesz, 

who is a major element in this story. 

A story is if I can take James Thurber 
as my guiding force and mention his 
celebrated book, “My Life and Hard 
Times” as a starting point. Thurber, 
America’s foremost humorist and 
cartoonist, (1894-1961), a dog lover of 
the highest order, is a factor in my life 
who impacted me greatly as an artist. 
But first some preliminaries.

I was born in 1944, first son of 
Juliette & Antone Bleesz, who were 
French Alsacian immigrants, immi-
grants who came with their respec-
tive au pairs in their early teen years 
(1920s) seeking opportunities in the 
New World. They met in NYC at the 
French Alsacian Club during the war 
years. My brother, Paul, was born in 
1946, and by that time, the family had 
moved to a rural Massachusetts coun-
try estate in the Berkshire Mountains 
along the Appalachian Trail.

My father, called Tony, did not have 
an education, and my mother had 
obtained a high school degree. Educa-
tion was a valued goal of my parents 
for my brother and me; hence we 
became students at a prep school in 
rural Connecticut as my father, with 
his wife as his assistant, accepted a 
position as the French Chef at the 
school. My enrollment with fellow 
students from Greenwich, Rye, Scars-
dale, Darien and such was tumultu-
ous, value challenging and impacting. 

Due to the French teacher at this 
school, an introduction to James 
Thurber was made. Tony and Juliette 
decided to accept positions with James 

Thurber and his wife at their West Cornwall, Connecticut estate: 
Tony, the Chef & chauffeur and Juliette, Mrs. Thurber’s secretary. 
Our family lived an idyllic life in rural Connecticut, with Thurb-
er dogs, and a small ski area within view of our kitchen window, 
across from a cow pasture. One of my earliest jobs was that of a 
rope tow “lifty,” besides milking cows and stacking hay. 

In 1955 and in 1958, my parents took my brother and me to visit 
respective cousins, uncles, grandparents in France, the grand-
parents who were on their deathbeds. Sailing across the Atlantic 
to Cherbourg on the Queen Elizabeth, the Queen, the USS ship, 
United States (1958). The family was specifically visiting the 
petite village of Reichfeld along the route du vin in Alsace, the 
birthplace of my father and where the Bleesz name goes back to 
the 1600s in church records. 

The 1958 trip was monumental as my father included his elderly 
au pair & husband as well. Tony shipped across the Atlantic a 
large Chevrolet station wagon for six people & luggage. A life-al-
tering trip, a hoot, my beginnings as a Francophile, childhood 
interest in history and geography, and my foundation in photog-

raphy as my parents purchased a Leica 111f (1958) which I still 
have & use on occasion.

I had been exposed to the West, specifically Colorado, very 
early in my life, and I wanted to be a Marlboro Cowboy. Due to 
Thurber’s books, access to his library, his drawings, the NYC 
literary personalities who came to Thurber’s dinner table, and 
some other influential educational mentors I had, I decided to 
pursue history & photography in college, and I chose Utah State 
University for its cultural diversity, its uniqueness, its skiing and 
its affordability.

Degree in history & my post graduate thesis program interrupted 
due to the Tet Offensive, Chicago demonstrations (1968), I spent 
time in the US Army. As an “elder” at that particular time, I had 
a hard time mentally dealing with thrusting fixed bayonets into 
protesting civilians in front of the Lincoln Memorial in DC, pro-
testors who were protesting the Nam war. 

Resuming civilian life in 1970 took me to Idaho Springs, my first 
teaching position where I taught upper-level social studies, intro-

Bleesz
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duced a photographic program, taught Outdoor Ed, 
initiated intramural soccer program, and assumed 
a ski instructor, area photographer’s position at 
Loveland for 20 years while living in Georgetown, 
the Silver Queen of the West. Eventually, I became 
the official US Handicap Ski Team Photographer 
for the 1982 World Championships for the Disabled 
in Leysin, Swiss. 

While in “Gtown,” I purchased a historic 1887 down-
town commercial building which I restored, opened 
a retail store as well as my photo gallery/studio 
and served as a “Selectman” for the town. I became 
known as the “town documentary photographer” as I 
had dealings with the State Historical Society.

In 1989/90, I moved to the Vail Valley & worked 
at the Ralph Lauren retail store in Vail. I accepted 
a position as the buyer/manager at the Shop at 
Cordillera for eight years. Faith and I started our 
romance & thoughts of the future as we had met in 
a French class at CMC. We married in September 
1995, and a honeymoon in France occurred.

Faith ironically came from Connecticut as well. 
She attended & degreed at the University of Miami 
and went West to Denver for her first real job, that 
being an accountant doing work for a CPA. Moving 
to Vail in 1982, she worked part time as a waitress 
at the Red Lion and commenced a position at the 
Vail Racquet Club as the Controller for 18 years. In 
1997, we built our home in Singletree. In 1999, we 
opened our retail store, Brush Creek Dry Goods, in 
the Riverwalk Complex in Edwards. 

Brush Creek Dry Goods has been in business for 
18 years. Our women’s & men’s clothing fit a nitch 
here in the Vail Valley. Our advertising is best by 
word of mouth. Our clothing can be described as 
Friday nightwear, casual business, travel & moun-
tain luxury attire. We have a loyal following of 
locals, second homeowners & tourists. We are 
proud of the service we provide to our clientele and 
have two outstanding staff members. Our vendors 
are those which can be found at the better wom-
en’s/men’s stores in Denver and Boulder. We offer 
uniqueness & quality.

My photography (film, digital) as a fine art has ac-
companied me since 1976. We enjoy reading, trav-
eling & hosting small dinner conversational parties 
with friends as Faith is accomplished in the kitchen 
while I assist her. Daily exercise is Faith’s routine 
while I tend to the yard, large garden, numerous 

apple trees, my darkroom, and write short stories. Croquet during the summer 
& skiing in the winter are other activities. 

Faith enjoys animals, our Hemmingway cat, Sammie, and may look into that 
arena upon retirement while I will continue my fine art photography. I am a 
co-founder of the Vail Valley Art Guild Photographer’s group, and I display in 
Denver area galleries. Faith and I intend to remain in Singletree into the future. 
A quote from James Thurber perhaps may be appropriate: The past is an old 
armchair in the attic, the present an ominous ticking sound, and the 
future is anybody's guess.  C’est la vie.

Get to know your neighbors better by having your family featured in the next available 
issue! Email me at holly.proctor@n2pub.com if you are interested in joining the fun!

Great prices on

Helping Singletree
families make their
house a home!

142 Beaver Creek Place
Avon, CO 81620  | 970-949-0153

 P Furniture is now the owner of
Vail Lights! Look for the new store
opening next door to P Furniture
in December. 

• Furniture
• Accessories
• Lighting
• Area rugs
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Yoga 
what's happening 
inside singletree

anticipating the holidays with

Temperatures were dropping and the holiday season was on its 
way… time to unwind with yoga and wine! An intimate group of 
Singletree residents enjoyed a warming and invigorating flow 
led by Yoga Director Chelsea Winters at DOGMA Athletica on a 
chilly night in November. From never-evers to yoga devotees, the 
class was enjoyed by yogis of all levels. 

To top off the practice, our yogis enjoyed taste treats prepared by 
Second Nature Gourmet and wine selected for the evening by 
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits. Many thanks to DOGMA Athlet-
ica for hosting the evening and to Chelsea Winters for guiding 
us through an amazing class and leading us into the holiday sea-
son with a clear mind and renewed energy!

& Wine

Your interior painting and staining experts

4722 Hwy 6, Gypsum CO 81637
970-524-7323 (office)

topnotch-painting.com  |  topnotch-logworks.com

TOP NOTCH PAINTING
A division of Top Notch Logworks Inc

NO PROJECT TOO SMALL!!!

137 Main Street, Riverwalk, Edwards
www.rouge-boutique.com

(970) 855-0049

a lifestyle 
consignment boutique
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kids' corner

Singletree Kids Sew

Contributed by the Kids of Singletree

Singletree is thriving with children excited to sew for other children! In 
anticipation of the holiday season, nearly 30 kids from the neighborhood and 
surrounding communities joined together at Harvest by Kelly Liken to sew 
holiday stockings for donation to families and children who find themselves 
challenged by life circumstances. The restaurant was abuzz with activity as 
Marie Torry, founder of Patterns of Joy Sewing: Life Skills Enrichment, 
decorated the space for holiday fun with poinsettias, bows and cookies and 
then coordinated and supervised the project for the young sewers. 

Marie provided instruction on constructing the stockings – both to gift and one 
to take home. The group included a few who had prior experience with sewing 
while many were brand new to the activity. Regardless of the level of experi-
ence, everyone was excited and eager to participate! Marie wisely planned for 
potential back-up at the sewing machines by providing materials for kids to 
make other projects, including holiday cards, to go with the stockings.

Once the stockings were sewn, they were stuffed with holiday treats and good-
ies. The stockings were then delivered to the Holiday Cabin at the Vail Valley 
Salvation Army, where gifts are graciously provided my community organiza-
tions for families that require assistance with Christmas gifts for their children.
The special gift of stockings and cards hand-crafted by and for community kids 
simply provided an additional holiday blessing!
 
And what is a holiday event without Santa Claus? Much to the delight of the 
youngsters, Santa stopped by to join the holiday fun, find out who was naughty 

and who was nice and check in on what stockings 
needed to be filled. A lucky few even had the oppor-
tunity to sit on Santa’s lap to share with him their 
Christmas wishes! 

Inside Singletree and Patterns of Joy Sewing 
would like to express their appreciation to Har-
vest by Kelly Liken and the Sonnenalp Club 
for their support of a fun and festive event. Many 
thanks to Jenn Sassi, Janet Hester, Sue Cox, Cherie 
Rollins, Nate Cook, Danielle Towle, Terry Cope-
land, Gail Flesher, Jennifer Razee, and Jill Alexan-
der for their assistance in supervising the operation 
of the sewing machines. And finally, we would like 
to recognize the community sponsors who helped 
provide for the stocking goodies: KRM Consultants, 
Inc, Lisa and Doug Currey, Mason Torry Fine Art, 
Eagle Diner, and Pazzos. 
 
The Mission of Patterns of Joy Life Skills Enrich-
ment as a non-profit organization is to promote ‘Kids 
Serving Kids,’ learning sewing allows participants to 
develop social skills of leadership, compassion and 
self-esteem. For more information, contact Marie 
Torry at Patternsofjoysewing@gmail.com. 

For The Vail Valley Salvation Army
Stockings Of Joy
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home of the month

760
Contributed by Alida Zwaan and Michael and 
Terry Mutter, Singletree Residents

We moved to the Vail Valley in 1995 from Michigan. Our girls were 
five and eight. I was very hesitant to move to the "Wild West." Mi-
chael, was ecstatic about his new opportunity and all the outdoors 
had to offer.  It took me about two weeks to realize how lucky we 
were!!! We bought a home in Singletree and have loved living here 
and raising our girls in this fabulous neighborhood!
 
 What do we love the most about our house?
The views, we almost don't need artwork! The views in every 
direction are amazing!! Our house has always been a very "wel-
come" place. We love how comfortable and inviting it is!!

What rooms did you decorate?
I am an interior designer, educated at MSU and a professional 
member of ASID and IIDA, so I put together our house myself.

What is your favorite room?
The kitchen and dining room. We love to entertain. Everyone 
always loves to hang out in the kitchen. In the summer, we flow 
out to the backyard which has amazing views of the 1st hole, 
pond and Arrowhead!
 
Since we have lived in Michigan, Massachusetts and Illinois, we 
have friends who love to visit!! Our girls will never let us move 
either!! They love to come home to this beautiful area of ours!! 

Home For Michael And Terry Mutter For 20 Years

June Creek Road

Alida Zwaan
CRS, Broker Associate
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES
COLORADO PROPERTIES

511 E Lionshead Circle, Vail, Colorado

cell: 970.471.0291
www.VailRealEstateColo.com
alidaZ@vail.net

ALIDA ZWAAN HAS SOLD OVER
200 HOMES IN SINGLETREE ...
SIMPLY STATED, SHE KNOWS THIS
MARKET BETTER THAN ANYONE!

Capturing your warm feelings of that special day, 
making every photo come to life, forever.

OlgaBarronPhotography.com
(970) 445-0750
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athlete spotlightSwizzles, Twirls, Spins And Axels
Contributed by Carolyn Kooiman and Tara Lane, 
Singletree Residents

Meet Annika, Solveig, Caroline, Catherine and Rachel: young talented Singletree skaters who are dedicated to their figure skating. They are coached 
by veteran skaters Carolyn Kooiman and Tara Lane, both Singletree residents as well, who understand the challenges these athletes face.  Not only 
do these girls dedicate time to practice three to four times per week, but they aptly balance skating with other athletic activities and, of course, their 
homework. We asked these aspiring skaters to share their love of figure skating – their experience, their joys and their challenges. 
 

Name: Annika duPont 
Age: 16
School and Grade: Vail Mountain School – 10th 
grade
 
How long have you participated in figure skating 
and how did you get involved? About four years 
after my younger sisters started doing it.
 

Who do you idolize in this sport/activity? Our  
coach Carolyn. 
 
What other activities or sports do you participate in? 
We participate in gymnastics, basketball, lacrosse, 
skiing and soccer. We like trying all kinds of sports.  
 
 What have you learned from participating in figure 
skating? We learned that even though we fall some-
times, we always try to get back up. 
 
What is your favorite moment in figure skating? Our 
favorite moment on the ice is when we do twirls. 
 
What are your skating ambitions? Our skating ambi-
tions are to compete in competitions.
 
Can you offer a piece of advice for someone looking 
to get into skating? Don’t be afraid to fall!
 
Is there anything else you would like to share with 
your friends and neighbors about your skating 
experience? Skating is very fun because it’s fun to 
learn new things!

How long have you participated in 
figure skating and how did you get in-
volved? I have been skating for around 
six years and the reason I got involved 
was because I went skating with my 
friend who was already a figure skater 
and I really enjoyed it. Soon after that, I 
got my own skates and a coach and here 
I am today, still doing it. 
 
What is your favorite thing about 
skating? My favorite thing about 
skating is performing. I really like 
doing artistic programs and going to 
showcase competitions. 
 
What is the most challenging aspect of 
skating for you? The most challenging 
part of skating for me are the moves 
because they are so specific and you 
have to get everything correct.
 
Who do you idolize in this sport/activ-
ity? I idolize all my past coaches that 
have taught me so much throughout 
my time as a skater.  

What other activities or sports do 
you participate in? I also rock climb 
at the Vail Athletic Club during my 
spare times and I am now starting to 
compete with my skills. 
 
What competitive skating events 
have you participated in? I have done 
inter-club competitions in California, 
Colorado and Michigan. I have also 
competed nationally and international-
ly for theatre on ice with my team Har-
mony Theatre Company from Hart-
land, MI.  We represented Team USA 
in France in 2015 for Nations Cup.
 
What awards or honors have you won? 
I've won multiple gold, silver and 
bronze individual medals in my time 
as a skater. Competing in Theatre on 
Ice I have been a two-time national 
gold medalist with my team at the 
novice level.
 
What have you learned from par-
ticipating in figure skating? I have 
learned to always work hard and that 
you need to push yourself if you want 
to get anything done. 
 

Annika

What is your favorite thing about skat-
ing?  My favorite thing about skating 
is the bond that you share with all of 
the other skaters. 
 
What is the most challenging aspect of 
skating for you?  The most challeng-
ing aspect of skating is learning and 
trying new things and knowing that it 
won’t go perfectly the first time.
 
Who do you idolize in this sport/activ-
ity? I idolize the girls in the Skating 
Club of Vail who are competing at a 
higher level than I am.
 
What other activities or sports do you 
participate in?  I play soccer for VMS 
and I kickbox.
 
What competitive skating events have 
you participated in?  I've competed 
in the Vail Invitational and the Fort 
Collins Classic.
 
What have you learned from par-
ticipating in figure skating? I have 
learned that even though it is an 
individual sport that you will make so 
many great lifelong friends.
 
What is your favorite moment in 
figure skating? My favorite moment in 
figure skating is when we get to work 
on the holiday show because we all 
just have so much fun!
 
What are your skating ambitions? I 
want to land my axel by January.

Name: Caroline and Catherine 
Provencher 
Age: 7
School and Grade: Vail Mountain 
School – 2nd grade
 
How long have you participated in 
figure skating and how did you get 
involved? We began the Learn to Skate 
Program this fall after moving to Vail 
in August. We just started private les-
sons with Coach Carolyn in November. 

What is your favorite thing about skat-
ing? We like doing swizzles on the ice. 
 
What is the most challenging aspect 
of skating for you? The most challeng-
ing aspect of skating for us is trying 
not to fall.
 

Caroline & Catherine 

 Name: Rachel Snyder
Age: 12
School and Grade: Vail Mountain School – 7th grade
 

Rachel

What is your favorite moment in 
figure skating? My favorite moment 
is when you are performing and you 
finish the program without messing 
up and you know you've done the best 
you could've. 
 
What are your skating ambitions? My 
skating ambitions are to get first or 
second in a solo artistic even at Show-
case Nationals and also to pass the 
rest of my moves in the fields tests. 
 
Can you offer a piece of advice for 
someone looking to get into skat-
ing? All I could say is that don't get 
frustrated if you can't land a jump or 
check out of a spin. There's always 
gonna be a time when that's gonna 
happen but you'll get it eventually. 
Trust me. 

Solveig
 Name: Solveig Moritz
 Age: 9
 School and Grade: Vail Mountain 
School - 3rd grade
 
How long have you participated in 
figure skating and how did you get in-
volved? I started skating in the Learn-
to-Skate at Dobson Arena program 
two years ago. I joined the Skate Club 
of Vail last year.
 
What is your favorite thing about 
skating? Spins and jumps
 
What is the most challenging aspect 
of skating for you? Performing a spiral 
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Who do you idolize in this sport/activity? My older 
sister, Annika
 
What other activities or sports do you participate 
in? Ski racing, soccer, piano and tap
 
What competitive skating events have you partici-
pated in? Aspen Invitational
 
What awards or honors have you won? fourth place 
in the Freeskate Beginner 6
 
What have you learned from participating in figure 
skating? That hard work pays off
 
What is your favorite moment in figure skating? I 
like doing the Holiday Ice Show and skating with 
my friends.
 
What are your skating ambitions? To have fun and 
get better
 
Can you offer a piece of advice for someone looking 
to get into skating? Yes, take some lessons so you 
don’t hurt yourself.  

Level in Ice Dancing in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  She has also successfully 
passed all of her Gold level Dance, Figures and Free Skate requirements under 
the Canadian Figure Skating Association. 
 
Carolyn was selected by the Canadian Figure Skating Association for Senior 
International Competitions which included events in St. Gervais, France, 
Obertsdorf, Germany, The Hague, Netherlands and Skate Canada.  In 1977, 
Carolyn was selected from Canadian Nationals in Calgary to compete and 
represent her country in Megeve, France where she won GOLD for the Junior 
World Championships.  Following her amateur career at 17 years old, Carolyn 
qualified and toured with a Professional Ice Show called ‘International Ice Ca-
pades’ where she skated in the chorus line and had individual solos.  The year 
of the ice show gave her a chance to travel around the USA.
 
Carolyn was drawn back into the skating community in 2012 at the Beaver 
Creek outdoor Ice Rink where she has enjoyed working with visiting families 
teaching all levels of figure skating from around the world.
 
Carolyn’s entire skating career has been punctuated with a sincere love and 
passion for the rigors, beauty and integrity of the figure skating community.  

It is her sincere and deliberate goal to extend that 
same love and passion to all levels of skaters. This 
is the time in the students’ lives where they need 
to enjoy their efforts, to learn to the best of their 
ability, to grow strong -- not only as athletes but 
also to become confident, independent and success-
ful people. 
 
Carolyn is currently teaching private lessons in 
Vail, CO at the Dobson Skating Rink as well as 
teaching in Beaver Creek CO. For private lessons, 
please call or text Carolyn Kooiman at 303-669-
7769 or email:ckooiman@comcast.net.

Coach Carolyn Skoczen Kooiman
 
Carolyn began her figure skating career at age five, 
then living in Canada, and went on to a very suc-
cessful amateur competitive career for many years.  
In addition to individual competitions, at the young 
age of 10, the youngest figure skating dancer up 
to date, Carolyn competed at the National Novice 

Front: Catherine and Caroline Proventure; Back: Rachel Snyder, Aanika DuPont and Solveig Moritz

 Coach Tara Lane
Tara grew up in Chicago and began skating at age 
7.  Tara competed at the Regional level for four 
years and at the Sectional (Midwesterns) level 
three out of those four years in individual figure 
skating. Tara has earned her USFS Gold Medals 
in Figures, Free Skate, Moves in the Field, and 
Dance, in addition to two international dances.  
She also holds many ratings through the Pro-
fessional Skaters Association (PSA) including a 
Master Rating on Moves in the Field and Hockey 
Levels 1, 2 and Power Skating.  Tara is an ISI Gold 
Certified skating judge, and member of US Figure 
Skating (USFS), PSA, Ice Skating Institute (ISI) 
and USA Hockey Skating Organizations. 
 
Tara is very successful with her figure skating 
students in basic skills, freestyle, moves in the field, 

choreography, and power skating.  In addition, Tara coaches power skating for 
hockey players and teams of all ages and levels.  Tara has held many successful 
Power On Ice power skating clinics and camps here in the Vail Valley, coaches 
the MWHL training clinics, and has helped with national recognized power 
skating programs (Laura Stamm and Robbie Glantz) and works closely with 
Monty, Rocky and NHL Hall of Famer, Bryan Trottier to provide power skating 
instruction for summer hockey camp in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Highlights of 
Tara’s coaching career include:
 
·        2010 Thunderbirds Bantam AAA “Fastest Skater” 2nd place Champion
·        2005 AAA Nationals U-16 Skills Competition; “Fastest Skater” Champion
·        2001 Collegiate Novice Ladies National Champion
·        Figure Skating student passing through the senior level tests for Freestyle 
         and Moves in The Field
·        Current student signed with the Air Force Academy to play hockey
 
Tara’s goal as a coach is to help any skater be the best they can be, help them 
achieve their goals, and to realize their true potential both on and off the ice.  
It is her belief and understanding that all skaters learn differently, progress at 
their own pace, and she always recognizes that there is something positive in 
everything a skater does. She enjoys every opportunity to share her passion for 
skating with her skaters.  
 
Tara relocated to the Vail Valley in August 2006. She also enjoys water skiing 
and snow skiing with her husband Matt, is a Motivational Speaker on a nation-
al level for MS LifeLines, and enjoys helping the Multiple Sclerosis Community.
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Second Nature
Ask Marla Leblow why she chose to start her ca-
tering business, Second Nature Gourmet, in Vail 
Valley and her answer is simple. She loves what she 
does and she saw a need for an organic and locally 
sourced company to provide the Valley with the 
freshest of catered and prepared foods. Having been 
recruited as a personal chef, Marla moved here in 
2012 from Seattle, Washington. Soon ideas began 
to spark as to what this amazing Valley needed… 
she found her answer when she opened the doors 
for Second Nature Gourmet in November 2015.

 
Since a young age, cooking has been like second nature to Marla. Born and raised 
in St. Croix in the USVI, Marla spent her early years enjoying the island lifestyle. 
Later in her childhood, her family relocated to Western North Carolina where 
she developed her love of the mountains. During high school, she followed in her 
older brother’s footsteps by working in local restaurants. After attending college 
at Appalachian State University where she studied photography, she decided to 
change her professional direction to pursue a culinary career.
 
While continuing to pay her dues working in kitchen jobs throughout college, 
Marla was encouraged by a mentor chef to attend culinary school which is 
where her love of cooking really began to flourish. She attended culinary 
school at Asheville Buncombe Tech in Asheville, North Carolina, where she 
focused on general savory foods. During her time in Asheville, she competed in 
culinary individual and team competitions that brought her to national levels, 
including the American Culinary Federation Student Team and Individual La 
Chaine de Routisseur. 
 

sausages and pates. As a chef owned and driven company, we let the 
food speak for our reputation.”  
 
Catering has provided Marla a fun and creative way to share her 
talents and drive for locally and thoughtfully produced foods with 
locals and visitors alike in our beautiful Valley.  “I love catering be-
cause every day is something different! I as a chef am never bored 
with customizing menus for clients all with a little different twist.” 
 
Marla’s love of bringing all types of people together to break bread 
and enjoy is truly a talent that should not be missed, be it for an 
intimate private home dinner to weddings to business or corporate 
events. Whatever the occasion and wherever the venue, you can be 
assured that Second Nature Gourmet will deliver the highest quali-
ty foods and exceptional service for a most memorable experience. 
And remember... the next time you don’t feel like cooking, let Marla 
deliver a meal you will not forget right to your doorstep!

Gourmet
Having worked over 15 years in the 
culinary industry, Marla decided ca-
tering was her calling. Today, Marla’s 
business, Second Nature Gourmet, 
stands behind its core values of 
scratch preparing the finest locally 
sourced and organic ingredients. 
Second Nature Gourmet is unique 
in the fact that it provides full-ser-
vice catering as well as deliveries 
throughout the week to your home: 
prepared dinners, soups, salads and 
comfort foods that you can pop in the 
oven and enjoy. With Gluten Free and 
Paleo options available as well, there 
is something sure to please everyone.  
Weekly delivery menus change so as 
a customer you are never bored and 
you are always assured the freshest 
seasonal foods available. 
 
Her commitment to sourcing Organic, 
GMO-free and Antibiotic free products 
lies at the top of her priorities. Marla 
explains, “We pride ourselves in mak-
ing all of our products in-house that we 
possibly can, from our own stocks to 

Full service lawn care
Full service plant health care 

Full service irrigation
Low voltage lighting 

Landscape installation 
Synthetic turf

Patios • Flagstone • Pavers 
Boulder & Keystone walls 

Annual & Perennial Gardens 
Water features

Ponds & Pondless 

OUTDOOR LIVING: 
Kitchens • BBQ 

Fireplace 970-524-5010      Gypsum
www.TheLandscapeCenter.com    mail@thelandscapecenter.com

RESIDENTIAL • HOA • COMMERCIAL • DESIGN • BUILD • ENHANCE

A Division of GH Daniels III & Associates, Inc.

THE LANDSCAPE CENTER
Add Value To Your Landscape With TLC
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precious pets

meet

Contributed by Lisa Siegert-Free and Nathan Free, Singletree Residents

Do you have a pet and would like to share his/her 
story? Please email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to feature 
your precious pet in the next available issue! Dogs, cats, 
horses, fish and any other type of animals are welcome!

Woka, our white Labrador, was born on March 4, 2016, in New-
ton, Illinois.  Little did we realize what we had gotten ourselves 
into with this adorable cute little white puppy that looked like a 
baby polar bear.  For one thing, Woka is a very strong-willed little 
guy who thinks he’s the one that runs things in our household.  
Secondly, we had never had a dog that didn’t know what the word 
“no” meant.  And thirdly, this guy likes to bark back.  
 
People often ask us what Woka means.  It is Inuit language, which 
means “brave warrior.” We think he probably has some Eskimo 
blood in him!  And he really is a brave warrior.  One recent fall 
morning, we let him in the back yard and there stood a big black 
bear.  Woka barked a little squeaky puppy bark, and boy did that 
bear go running!  
 
Woka’s journey with us started by traveling back to Colorado 
under our plane seat. (No way could he fit under that seat now!)  
Once he arrived in Colorado, Woka found out that he was in a 
new world where he would learn all kinds of new things.  On one 
of his first road trips, mom and dad went to Santa Fe, NM, for an 
organized bike ride in May.  Woka was quite the popular guy as 
we walked around the town square.  The admirers became most 
affectionately known as the “Woka fan club,” and everywhere we 
went, more and more members of the club showed up!  We truly 
felt like body guards for a rock star! 
 
Once he settled into a routine, Woka enjoys daily walks and hikes 
and, of course, would like to go much farther than his mom and 

dad will take him. :)  He’s thrilled that we have a 
dog park right in our home town of Edwards where 
he can play with all the other dogs, and he has espe-
cially enjoyed several camping trips this year with 
the Boy Scouts to Lake Charles, Moab, and Highline 
State Park in Fruita, Colorado.
 
Woka must truly be from the North Pole, he is so 
warm blooded that he’d rather sleep outside than 
in and he has recently discovered that snow is the 
coolest thing around.  Jumping, rolling, frolicking, 
and running up hills, just to slide down…! Woka has 
a fantastic fun-filled life in Singletree – whatever 
the season! 
 
Woka’s “rock star” body guards -- aka “mom and 
dad” -- are Lisa Siegert-Free and Nathan Free of 
Palomino Road. 

The Rock Star

Woka

Providing boutique real estate services with global reach.
We are pet friendly too!

RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY

Cynthia Kruse

O; 970.766.7355

C; 970.376.3673

cynthiakruse@remax.net

RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY
56 Edwards Village Blvd, Suite 214, Edwards, CO 81632

Gypsum
Animal Hospital

 In Sickness and In Health

We are here to provide complete care for your pets.  Whether you
 bring your pet in for a wellness checkup, a specific illness or just to 

say hi, we promise you our complete attention and concern. After all, 
we are pet lovers too, and any friend of yours is a friend of ours.

Surgery, Medicine, Dentistry, Anesthesia, Digial Radiology, Laboratory, 
Out Patient Services, Pharmacy, EKG, Boarding, Bathing and Grooming, 

Chemotherapy, Vaccinations, and Euthanasia

680 Red Table Drive ° Gypsum, CO 81637
970-524-3647 ° gypsumah.com

Free Estimates ~ We Come to You! ~ Exceptional Service since 1991
Now offering Retractable Screen Doors

Hunter Douglas

-Showroom- 
Alpine Ambiance

at Riverwalk/Edwards

970.926.2888
decor4u@aol.com

www.alpineambiance.com

Hunter Douglas

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970.926.2888
decor4u@aol.com

www.alpineambiance.com

-Showroom- 
Alpine Ambiance

at Riverwalk/Edwards

Ask about
our winter
specials
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Sugar. Peppermints. Chocolate. Peanut Butter… Reindeer. Snowmen. Snowflakes. Kisses. 

Singletree residents demonstrated their culinary talent and their creativity at the First Annual Holiday 
Cookie Exchange and Competition. Dozens of plates of cookies, contributed by bakers of all ages, lined the 
tables for friends and neighbors to swap taste treats and recipes. 

Following the Cookie Exchange, a panel of distinguished judges, including Kate Dekanich, Lily Whalen, 
Steven May, Leah Dvorkin and Bob Whalen, sampled and scored each entry for taste and presentation. 
The festivities were highlighted by Buddy the Elf, aka Mark Sassi, who not only did an excellent job as 
Master of Ceremonies but as a master photo-bomber as well.

Don’t miss the fun next year!  

First Annual Singletree
Holiday Cookie Exchange And Competition

And the winners are: Sarah Janssen, Jenn Sassi, Piper Sassi, Fisher Sassi, Stephanie Joseph, Jeep Meynier, Atlanta Meynier, Berkeley Meynier, Samantha Haakinson, Maggie Mae 
Rothenberg and Vivian May
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Contributed by Amy Goscha, Singletree Resident

Estate planning may not be at the top of your list to complete.  
The unfortunate reality is that unexpected and tragic incidents 
do occur, and you want to be prepared for those circumstances. 
The New Year is a great time to consider getting your estate plan 
in order; following are the Top 10 Reasons to take action to avoid 
making a bad situation worse:

1.	 Care for your immediate family.  The most compelling 
reason by far! Depending on your marital status, you will wish 
to provide for your spouse and/or children, including assuring 
their proper education is covered.  If you have children under 
18, you and your spouse should nominate a guardian for your 
children in your will.  If you are not married and do not have 
children, you will want to take care of your family or give to 
your desired charity instead of paying taxes. 

 

2.	E fficient transfer of assets to beneficiaries. Options 
can include insurance paid directly, joint tenancy, living 
trusts, and other beneficiary designations as well as using 
simplified probate procedures.   

 
3.	I ncapacity.  You can plan for a possible physical or mental 

incapacity by executing proper documents such as living 
wills as well as financial and medical powers of attorney. 

 
4.	E xpense optimization.  With an estate plan in place, such 

planning can effectively help to reduce the transfer costs of 
assets to beneficiaries.  

 
5.	 Choice of a personal representative or trustee.  

Making it clear in your estate plan who will administer your 
estate will significantly reduce the burden and stress on your 
beneficiaries and survivors. 

 
6.	 Reduced stress for your family.  Grieving over the loss 

of a loved one is difficult and having your estate in order 
helps to reduce stress on your family during a difficult time. 

 
7.	O pportunity to give back to a chosen charity or 

cause.  Your estate plan can provide for charitable causes 
and your estate may benefit from tax laws designed to en-
courage private giving. 

 
8.	 Reduced taxes.  A well-crafted estate plan results in giving 

the most to your beneficiaries and the minimum amount to 
the government. 

 
9.	A bility to provide for others who need help.  If you 

have a disabled child, elderly parent, or grandchild whose 
education you want to assure, you are able to establish spe-
cial trusts for family members who need support. 

 
10.	A ssurance your business will continue smoothly.  If 

you are a business owner, you will be able to plan and pro-
vide for the succession and continuation for your business.  

Amy Goscha provides estate planning and probate services.  If you 
are interested in getting your estate planning in order or reviewing 
your existing estate plan, please contact her at amy@rkvlaw.com. 

R e a s o n s  T o10Plan Your Estate

Reason #1 to talk to me about 
Estate Planning - Your Family!

FAMILY LAW • ESTATE 
PLANNING • MEDIATION • 

PROBATE
Moving 
Mountains with 
Innovative 
Solutions at 
RKV Law

Contact Amy
(970) 306-6178

amy@rkvlaw.com

Selected as a Rising Star by Super Lawyer 
for 4 consecutive years (2013-2016)
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Reservations for the FREE 7-Day B.E.M.E.R. Challenge Now available in Singletree!

The BEMER (Bio-Electro-Magnetic Energy Regulator) is
Health Assurance that will bene�t you with:

• Better Concentration
• Performance & Blood Flow
• More Strength, Energy and Power

• Enhanced Sleep
• Anti-Aging Properties

ORGANIC CATERING & HOME DELIVERY
Treat your sweetheart to a gourmet chef prepared meal this 

Valentines Day. We will prepare and start the cooking 
process and you finish at home in your kitchen. Check out 

our menus online and get your orders in today.

970-471-9541
www.secondnaturegourmet.com
Info@secondnaturegourmet.com

Personal Service with Professional Style

970-904-1959
Patrick@hoeftbui lderswest .com

CUSTOM HOMES   CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT   TENANT FINISHES   REMODELS   ADDITIONS
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who's making a difference
Contributed by Lissa Tyler, BFF Board Chairperson and Singletree Resident

Lissa Tyler and Sheri Mintz are 
evidence of what great teamwork can 
do for an organization. Both deep-
ly committed to the Bright Future 
Foundation (“BFF”) and its role in the 
Vail Valley, they were eager to share 
the history of the organization, its 
programs and its needs. 

As Executive Director for the past 
eight years, Sheri is well versed in 
the grassroots history of the orga-
nization. In 1983, a group of women 
met in the basement of the Vail 
Chapel in response to an ad in the 
newspaper alerting the community 
to an emerging social issue, that of 
domestic violence. At that meeting, 
the issue was discussed, the hat 
was passed to fund the first mailing 
and the Women’s Resource Center 
was born.

Fast forward nearly 34 years 
and the mission of Bright Future 
Foundation remains true to 
the early vision of the Wom-
en’s Resource Center, but with 
greater strength and resources 
to fuel its efforts. Today, Bright 
Future Foundation offers a range 
of services, from prevention to 
crisis intervention to recovery, 
for victims of domestic violence 
or sexual assault. In addition 
to a 24/7 hotline, Bright Future 
Foundation provides a safe house 
at an undisclosed location that can 
house up to five families who are 
fleeing from domestic violence. The facility is intended for short-
term residency, up to a couple of months, but beyond that, BFF can 
assist in finding long-term housing solutions to help families ulti-

Lissa Tyler has been involved with BFF for about six years and 
has recently stepped into the role of Chairperson of the Board. 
Having spent more than 20 years with the Vail Valley Foundation, 
Lissa had been actively involved in social advocacy for her entire 
career. Not only did her past experience make her keenly aware 
of issues relative to education and schools, but more importantly, 
she explains, “my heart has always been in that direction.”

Lissa explains that the Board is committed to being smart with 
their budget and emphasizes that every dollar goes to work. 
She describes the BFF fundraising events as fun and at the same 
time, casual and low key. The Aces and Eagles Golf Tourna-
ment, including a women’s tennis event, marked its 17th year in 
September and continues to be a tremendous fundraiser for the 
organization. Arrowhead has graciously hosted the event the 
past five years and Lissa enthusiastically invites fellow Singletree 
residents to participate in Aces and Eagles next September!

Additionally, BFF has been the primary charity for the Beaver 
Creek Resort Company’s Wine Spectator event for quite some 

time. Featuring an exquisite dinner and live auction with out-
standing wines at Splendido, this annual event in August of each 
year is recognized as a lovely evening of fine cuisine and cama-
raderie for a worthy cause. Another fantastic event to put on 
your calendar! These events, as well as government funding and 
private donations, are the primary resources for operating the 
organization and all of its programs. Demonstrating tremendous 
impact in a rural area through its 24/7 hotline, safe house shel-
ter, Rapid ReHousing program, on-staff psychologists and Buddy 
Mentor program, Lissa is proud to say that BFF has become an 
impressive model across the state.

If you are interested in getting involved with BFF, Sheri and Lissa 
encourage you to do so! Manning the hotline and becoming a 
Buddy Mentor are both great opportunities to combat domestic 
violence and sexual assault and to give back to your community. 
For additional information, please contact Holly Kasper-Blank, 
Program Sustainability Manager, at 970-949-7097.

mately become self-sufficient through 
its Rapid ReHousing program.

With respect to prevention, BFF 
offers a youth violence prevention 
program, called Empowerment, to 
work with middle school boys to dis-
pel negative gender stereotypes. Ad-
ditionally, the Buddy Mentor program 
has been operating almost as long as 
BFF. Similar in model to Big Brother/
Big Sister across the country, the pro-
gram offers highly supported volun-
teer mentors a unique opportunity to 
inspire and foster at risk youth through 
building consistent and trusting re-
lationships.  BFF requests a one-year 
commitment and in exchange, works 
carefully to create the right match to 
deliver a genuinely heartwarming, grati-
fying experience for all. 

BFF is staffed by 10 full-time 
employees, including a fully li-
censed clinical psychologist with 
a specialty in trauma-focused 
care, a psychologist intern and 
a full-time attorney. Additional-
ly, the staff includes a number 
of advocates who work with 
victims, offering moral support 
and connecting them with com-
munity resources so that even-
tually they become survivors.  
The greatest human resource 
within the organization is, of 
course, its volunteers who 
posted 19,000 hours of volun-

teer time last year. Serving the entire Vail Valley, BFF responds 
to an average of 355 hotline calls per year and last year, served 
670 victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.
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JEAN MITCHELL 

Jean Mitchell 
970.331.3236 
jean.mitchell@evusa.com 
www.JeanMitchell.evusa.com 

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. All 
information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. Engel & 
Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Your Singletree Specialist.  
 

As your neighborhood real estate advisor, I have access to 
sophisticated marketing and technology tools, social media 
platforms, local, national and international listing opportuni-
ties and have strong connections both in town and around the 
world. 
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Karen Nern MD Claire Foss MD

Kathleen Mannava MD Kelly Gaba PA-C

Kelly Williams MD

Sarah Youngblood PA-C

Vail Dermatology
1140 Edwards Village Blvd

Edwards, CO 81632

970-926-9226

Aspen Dermatology
261 Robenson Street

Basalt, CO 81631

970-927-2800

Breckenridge Dermatology
360 Peak One Drive, #240

Frisco, CO 80443

970-668-0998

Medical    Cosmetic Services    Mohs Surgery    Pathology    Products
Starting Sept.15th 2016

970.306.0176
WWW.VAILWORKFORCE.COM

WORKFORCE
SOLUTIONS

3 AREAS &
FREE HALLWAY

CLEANING
REDEFINED

ONLY$149

CARPET
CLEANING

Call me today – I specialize in jumbo financing
Scott B. Prince
970-748-4928
scott.b.prince@wellsfargo.com
NMLSR ID 404102

Private Mortgage Banking

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N. A. © 2016 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801. AS2646079 Expires 9/2017

27 Main Street, Suite 109
Edwards, CO

(970)  446-6060
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10th Mountain Whiskey

A lively and gregarious group of Singletree friends 
and neighbors gathered to share holiday cheer at 
the Beaver Creek home of George and Sally Austen 
in early December. The evening featured a whiskey 
tasting presented by the 10th Mountain Whiskey 
& Spirit Company, Vail’s premier distillery, owned 
by Ryan Thompson and Christian Avignon both 
founders, skiers and whiskey lovers. Ryan hails 
from the flatlands of Texas and Christian, who has 
direct roots to the 10th Mountain Division, came 
to Vail from upstate New York with the encourage-
ment of his grandfather (an original medic with the 
10th ) and is now a Singletree resident. 

The tasting selection was expertly presented by 
Samantha Perkins from 10th Mountain Whiskey and 
included a choice of moonshine, whiskey, bourbon, 
vodka, a cordial and/or the Fireside Rye Cocktail, a 
house specialty that packs a punch. Riverwalk Wine 
& Spirits contributed a selection of wine and beer 
for those a bit timid when it comes to whiskey tast-
ing. Many thanks to George and Sally for welcoming 
the Singletree community to their lovely home, the 
perfect mountain setting for the evening.

The holiday soiree proved to be in keeping with 
the true spirit of the 10th Mountain lifestyle. In the 
words of Ryan and Christian, “Generation after 
generation, men and women alike, all share this 
same passion, enjoying it for a day, a weekend, a 
lifetime, or somewhere in between. No matter how 
long it’s embraced, the combination of friends, 
mountains, memories and spirits, bring people 
together like no other.” That says it all!

On A Wintery Night

what's happening 
inside singletree
Photography by Olga Barron Photography Inc.
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THE RIGHT 
DOC MAKES 
IT ALL BETTER.

We all want to make healthy choices. At Kaiser Permanente, 
you’ll get a wide selection of doctors to choose from. So you can 
find the one with the experience and the personality that 
best fits you and your needs. And if you ever change your 
needs or your mind, you can change your doctor at any time. 
Visit kp.org today because together we thrive.

Kaiser Permanente Edwards Medical Offices:
56 Edwards Village Blvd., Suite 206, Edwards, CO 81632 

Real Estate

Featured properties may not be listed by the company/broker presenting this brochure.
Source MLS | Supplied by Slifer Smith & Frampton Real Estate

UPDATE

POWER TEAM
Happy Power | Jackie Devens

hpower@slifer.net | jdevens@slifer.net
970.331.8196 | 412.551.6300

Search all available properties in the Vail Valley:
HappyInVail.com

Please give us call if you’re interested in buying, selling or discussing the market.
Top 20 SSF Broker for the past 4 years.

               RECENT SINGLETREE ACTIVITY
Status Address List Price Sold Price Sold Date $/sq.ft.

Sold
$/sq.ft.

Beds Baths sq.ft. Furnished

Sold 440 June Creek Rd (SF) $1,995,000 $1,790,000 11/18/16 N/A $282.96 5 7 (3 3 1) 6326 No

Sold 41 Morgan Dr (SF) $1,495,000 $1,400,000 11/30/16 N/A $356.60 4 3 (2 1 0) 3926 No

Sold 1121 Berry Creek Rd #B1 (CD) $639,000 $621,000 10/14/16 N/A $325.30 3 3 (2 0 1) 1909 No

UC 1383 Winslow Rd (DU) $1,295,000 N/A N/A $376.23 N/A 4 5 (4 0 1) 3442 Full

UC 41 Prairie Cir (SF) $1,275,000 N/A N/A $270.18 N/A 6 6 (3 2 1) 4719 No

UC 45 Hereford Rd (SF) $1,025,000 N/A N/A $300.94 N/A 4 5 (2 2 1) 3406 No

Active 111 Rawhide Rd (SF) $999,000 N/A N/A $285.18 N/A 4 4 (2 1 1) 3503 Partial

Active 141 Chaparral Rd (SF) $975,000 N/A N/A $264.37 N/A 4 5 (3 1 1) 3688 No

Active 140 Rawhide Rd (DU) $669,000 N/A N/A $364.00 N/A 3 3 (2 0 1) 1839 Partial
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FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN
HEART MONTH

Hot Tub Soaking Is Beneficial To Your Heart Health
Increases your heart rate and pumps more blood & oxygen.

The water pressure increases blood flow to your heart.

Your veins and arteries dilate to increase and improve circulation.

Stay aware of your heart rate during soaking to ensure safety.

FREE DIGITAL WATER TESTING
Bring us a sample of your spa water for a digital analysis.
Receive 20% off your first chemical and supply purchase.

Expires 3/31/17

Don’t get caught in the 
cold this winter!

YOUR HEATING, 
AIR CONDITIONING AND 

RADIANT EXPERTS

970.328 MECH (6324)


