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LOWDERMILK - MITCHELL MECHANICAL
YOUR HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING AND RADIANT EXPERTS
Committed to providing the highest level of service to the residents of Singletree

970.328 MECH (6324)

Photo by Olga Barron Photography, Inc

WE ARE COMMITTED TO PROVIDING THE BEST POSSIBLE SERVICE, PERIOD!

PLUMBING

HEATING AND COOLING

JETTING AND DRAIN CLEANING

VIDEO INSPECTION

© 2016 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.
www.n2pub.com

I M P O RTA N T 

INFORMATION
Hospitals
Vail Valley Medical Center  970-476-2451
Emergency  970-476-8065
Edwards Medical Campus  970-569-7520

Singletree
Management Office  970-926-2611

Eagle County
Administration  970-328-8604
Airport Administration  970-328-2680
Animal Services and Shelter  970-328-3647
Assessor  970-328-8640
Bus Schedules  970-328-8640
Clerk and Recorder  970-328-8710
Finance  970-328-3510
General Information  970-328-8600
Motor Vehicles  970-328-8500
Voter Information  970-328-8715

Schools
Battle Mountain High School  970-328-2930
Berry Creek Middle School  970-328-2960
Eagle County Charter Academy  970-926-0656
Edwards Elementary School  970-328-2970
Homestake Peak School  970-328-2940
June Creek Elementary School  970-328-2980
Red Canyon High School  970-328-2852
St. Clare of Assisi School  970-926-8980
Stone Creek Charter School  970-569-3327 
Vail Christian Academy  970-926-3015
Vail Mountain School  970-476-3850
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy  970-328-2830

Utilities 
Holy Cross Electric  970-949-5892
Excel Energy  970-262-4092
Eagle River Water & Sanitation District  970-476-7480
Comcast Service Center  888-824-4010
CenturyLink  855-707-4993
Vail Honeywagon  970-476-3511

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the Singletree Property Owners’ Association 
(“SPOA”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not authorized or 
endorsed by SPOA. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect 
the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within Inside 
Singletree are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the 
publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies. NOTE: When community events 
take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and they may be used in the publication.

PUBLISHER AND AREA DIRECTOR

PHOTOGRAPHERS

CREATIVE TEAM

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

Holly Proctor
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

Olga Barron
Ron Hiner

Amber Rogerson
Shawn Enojado
Lindsey McCoig

The Residents 
of Singletree

JEAN MITCHELL 

Jean Mitchell 
970.331.3236 
jean.mitchell@evusa.com 
www.JeanMitchell.evusa.com 

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. All 
information provided is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. Engel & 
Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the 
principles of the Fair Housing Act. 

Your Singletree Specialist.  
 

As your neighborhood real estate advisor, I have access to 
sophisticated marketing and technology tools, social media 
platforms, local, national and international listing opportuni-
ties and have strong connections both in town and around the 
world. 
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This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a
trusted neighborhood vendor to use. Take a minute to familiarize yourself
with the businesses sponsoring your newsletter magazine.

These local businesses are proud to partner with you and make this
magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for
supporting your community!

ARCHITECTURE
Martin Manley Architects
(970) 328-5151

CONSTRUCTION /
REMODELING
Hoeft Builders West, Inc.
(970) 904-1959

COUNTRY CLUB
Sonnenalp Club
(970) 477-5375

DERMATOLOGY &
SKIN CARE
Vail Dermatology
(970) 926-9226

FAMILY LAW / ESTATE
PLANNING /
MEDIATION
Goscha Law
(970) 446-6327

HEATING &
COOLING
Lowdermilk Mitchell
Mechanical
(970) 328-6324

HOME TECHNOLOGY
Elite Electronics
(970) 479-1222

HOT TUBS / POOLS
Colorado Pool + Spa Scapes
(970) 476-7005

LOGWORKS /
PAINTING
Top Notch Logworks,Inc.
(970) 989-0687
www.topnotch-logworks.com

PHOTOGRAPHY -
COMMERCIAL /
SPORTS / PORTRAIT
Ron Hiner Photography
(970) 343-4434

PHOTOGRAPHY -
FAMILY / WEDDINGS
/ EVENTS
Olga Barron Photography Inc.
(970) 445-0750

PHOTOGRAPHY -
PORTRAITS /
WEDDINGS
Sherri Innis Photography
(404) 432-9278

PLUMBING /
HEATING / COOLING
/ DRAIN CLEANING
Plumbing Systems, Inc.
(970) 926-0500

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS
Alida Zwaan - Berkshire
Hathaway Home Services
(970) 471-0291

Cynthia Kruse - RE / MAX VAIL
VALLEY
(970) 766-7355

Happy Power - Slifer, Smith
& Frampton
(970) 331-8196

Jean Mitchell - Engel &
Volkers
(970) 331-3236

WINDOW
TREATMENTS /
DECORATING / GIFTS
Shadey Deals / Alpine
Ambiance
(970) 376-2588

WINE / LIQUOR /
BEER
Riverwalk Wine & Spirits
(970) 926-8111

YOGA
Mountain Soul Yoga
(817) 929-8749

July 13: Bring a picnic and join your neighbors for 
free music from Turntable Revue Duo at the Single-
tree Pavilion. 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Sponsored by 
SPOA.

August 27: Singletree’s Annual Summer Party

Date 
Save the

Photo courtesy of Olga Barron Photography Inc.
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publisher’s note

We are very excited to bring you this issue of Inside Singletree. In 
this edition, we celebrate our country, our independence and our 
amazing neighbors in this wonderful community we call home!

This month’s articles from Singletree residents include the 
opportunity to meet the energetic and active Dekanich family, 
to share Alice Plain’s personal challenge and achievement on a 5 
day hut trip in Switzerland, to learn about the great things Pam 
Beaudin and the Rotary do at home and across the world, and to 
experience Raquel Walder’s amazing world travel with Up With 
People. We also meet Bob Jamar and his 7th standard poodle, 
Barkley, peer into another stunning home in Singletree, and 
share a few words with your Board President, Melissa Nelson. 

Summer is here and it’s time to enjoy all the season has to offer! 
Join your neighbors at Music in the Park at the Singletree Pavilion 
on July 13. Take in the Burroughs at Riverwalk First Fridays or a 
performance at BRAVO! Vail. And of course, don’t miss the festiv-
ities celebrating the 4th of July throughout the Vail Valley. Event 

details for these happenings and more are included in this issue.

I would like to personally thank all of our business sponsors 
who are partnering with us to make the magazine free to all 
residents, as well as the many residents who contributed to this 
issue. Please review the Index of Sponsors, and if you are in 
need of any of their services, please allow them the opportunity 
to win your business.

I look forward to meeting each of you at our upcoming 
neighborhood events!

Holly Proctor
Area Director 
303-859-3369
holly.proctor@n2pub.com

4TH OF JULY!Happy

A FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY WITH
YOUR FAMILY'S WELL BEING IN MIND

Goscha Law provides innovative solutions
for individuals in the family law, probate

and estate planning areas.

Goscha Law now provides mediation services
which gives individuals a low cost, high

satisfaction avenue to resolve their disputes.

27 Main Street, Suite 103    Edwards, CO 81632    amy@goschalaw.com    goschalaw.com

We are always looking for residents to find great stories, 
follow up on leads, and send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the 
great things happening in our community! No contribution 
is too small. Please email holly.proctor@n2pub.com 
with your pictures, stories, requests or suggestions.
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Joel, Elizabeth, Kate, Thomas 
and Joseph Dekanich

meet your neighbors 

Photography by Sherri Innis Photography

Call it serendipity! Who would have guessed a random seat 
assignment and a long shot job application would lead to thriving 
careers, marriage, children, and a very happy life in Singletree?

Joel, a Wisconsin native, first experienced Colorado as a junior in 
high school when he and a few buddies took a train from Chica-
go to Winter Park. To this day, he can’t believe his mom let him 
take that trip, but he fell for Colorado - hook, line and sinker. He 
attended the University of Wisconsin, La Crosse for undergrad 
and then went on to chiropractic school at Palmer College in 
Davenport, IA. 

After a yearlong associate position at a renowned sports medi-
cine clinic, he casually suggested (or maybe not so casually) to a 
fellow colleague in Denver that he would be potentially open to 
pursuing opportunities in Colorado, and as luck would have it, 
this friend was seated on a flight next to the owner of the health 
club at the Marriott in Vail. “I found you a job,” his friend report-
ed, “and it’s in Vail!” Joel’s immediate reaction: “La La Land?”  
Nonetheless, Joel seized the opportunity to join a start-up opera-
tion with no guarantee of a salary while still carrying the burden 
of student loans, the first of many leaps of faith for Joel. 

Elizabeth’s path to Colorado starts out in a way that is similar 
to many Vail Valley locals. After graduating from Wake Forest 

University in North Carolina in 1996 and working a stint at the 
Olympics in Atlanta, she and a friend happened to stop in Vail 
while driving cross country from her home in McLean, VA to Los 
Angeles. She was instantly intrigued and nonchalantly picked 
up a job application to be a ski instructor. Having grown up near 
Washington, DC, she said she was more of an “East Coast skier” 
at the time. 

Much to her surprise, Elizabeth was invited to return to Vail in 
October to interview for a position with Vail Ski School in Li-
onshead. Not exactly what her parents envisioned for the young 
Wake Forest graduate, but ultimately, they blessed her 6 month 
sojourn in the mountains as long as she had a round trip ticket 
in hand. 

During her first winter, Elizabeth took a second job at the health 
club and spa at the Marriott, where she coaxed Joel to ski with her 
between patients and they became close friends. “He was a profes-
sional,” laughs Elizabeth. “A chiropractor! Not a ski bum kind of 
guy. ” As she approached the end of the ski season, Joel reminded 
her that she was actually leaving Vail at the best time of the year 
and after a quick visit back east, Elizabeth returned to work at 
Camp Vail for the summer. By the time August rolled around, she 
had lived up to her parent’s expectations and landed a “real job” as 
a Teacher’s Assistant at Eagle Valley Middle School. 

After three years at the Marriott, Joel was seriously considering 
his future in the Vail Valley. Having opened a new Vail location 
Lionshead, a close mentor (and Singletree resident), Rex Keep, 
advised Joel that the locals were moving down valley. With this 
in mind, Joel purchased his office space above the post office in 
Edwards in 1999, and opened his practice there in 2000. This 
location still serves as the main office for Vail Integrative Medical 
Group, which also has offices in Vail and Eagle Ranch. 

Joel is a recognized sports chiropractor, lecturing around the 
country and working with clients  ranging from the PGA, NFL, 
NHL, Team USA Track N Field at the ParaPan Am Games and at 
the Olympic Training Center, and of course, with many aspiring 
local amateur and professional skiers. He holds a master’s degree 
in exercise science and rehabilitation from Logan University in 
St. Louis and recently earned his RN by completing his nursing 
degree at The International College of Health Sciences in Boyn-
ton Beach, FL in December.

Vail Integrative Medical Group was one of the first clinics in 
Colorado, and likely one of the first in the country, to offer its pa-
tients multiple disciplines under one roof, including medical and 
interventional pain management, physical therapy, chiropractic, 
massage therapy, and a multitude of additional treatments.  Joel 
explains, “Our methodology was pretty unconventional 20 years 
ago.  We have been working on breaking down barriers since Day 
1 to work collaboratively together. Research validates our treat-
ments and methodologies in that physical medicine combined 
with soft tissue work and rehabilitation actually achieves the 
fastest and best long term results, thereby saving the patient (and 
insurance company ) time and money. We really provide the best 

of all worlds when we can bring all of these disciplines under one 
umbrella.”  Next on the agenda for Joel: he is planning to com-
plete his nurse practitioner degree in order to further refine and 
expand the scope of services he can offer his patients. 

After teaching at the middle school, Elizabeth accepted a posi-
tion at Eagle County Charter Academy as a third grade teacher, 
and continues there today as a Reading Specialist and Certified 
Academic Language Therapist for the past 13 years.  Elizabeth is 
finishing her master’s degree in education at Colorado College in 
July, with a focus in dyslexia. Working on her degree in conjunc-
tion with her role as a reading specialist allows her to apply her 
practical work on her students, Elizabeth exclaims, “I absolutely 
love it!” 

Elizabeth and Joel may be the quintessential hardworking couple 
when it comes to education and careers; but their most outstand-
ing achievement is raising a happy, healthy and active family. 
Kate, 13, Thomas, 11 and Joseph, 9, all follow in their parents’ 
footsteps when it comes to passion and energy. 

Joseph is non-stop movement, be it on a hoverboard or scooter, 
and is eager to share his recent experience learning to surf in 
Costa Rica. Thomas lives for lacrosse, skiing and fishing, and 
Kate participates in soccer, tennis and track; the 100 yard dash 
being her favorite event. Both the boys participate in tae kwon 
do, both striving for their black belts, and also ski in the Buddy 
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dermatology

dermatology
aspen   breckenridge   vail

dermatology
vail   aspen   breckenridge

dermatology
aspen   breckenridge   vail

dermatology

dermatology
aspen   breckenridge   vail

dermatology
vail   aspen   breckenridge

dermatology
aspen   breckenridge   vail

Karen Nern MD Claire Foss MD

Kathleen Mannava MD Kelly Gaba PA-C

Kelly Williams MD

Sarah Youngblood PA-C

Vail Dermatology
1140 Edwards Village Blvd

Edwards, CO 81632

970-926-9226

Aspen Dermatology
261 Robenson Street

Basalt, CO 81631

970-927-2800

Breckenridge Dermatology
360 Peak One Drive, #240

Frisco, CO 80443

970-668-0998

Medical    Cosmetic Services    Mohs Surgery    Pathology    Products
Starting Sept.15th 2016

Werner League at Beaver Creek.  When not racing, the family 
loves to ski together. 

During the summer, the Dekanich family enjoys biking in Single-
tree, Moab and Fruita, camping, golfing at the Sonnenalp Club, 
boating on Grand Lake and visits to Joel’s family at the lake house 
in Wisconsin or Elizabeth’s family on the Outer Banks in North 
Carolina. When not criss-crossing the USA, they love travelling 
to their happy place, in Mayakoba near Playa del Carmen, Mexico 
or to Nosara, in Costa Rica, which is “off the grid, beautiful and 
relaxing.” Elizabeth expresses with a smile on her face, “We 
would go back tomorrow!”  

Hope Sports is an organization that has become an important 
part of family life for the Dekanichs.  Hope Sports is a non-prof-
it organization that promotes personal growth and community 
among professional and Olympic athletes through short-term 
service trips to Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica and the Dominican 
Republic. Last year, Joel, Elizabeth, Kate, Thomas and Joseph 
travelled to Rosarito, Mexico to participate in building homes 
for poor families in rural areas of the country. In one weekend, 
a team will build a home for a family that makes $5 per day and 
lives under very extreme conditions. 

Coming from Vail, Colorado, this experience has been eye-open-
ing for the entire family and as a result, all of the Dekanich’s have 
developed a deep passion for this opportunity to make a differ-
ence. Joel stresses the importance of “getting out of dodge and 
giving back” and the family has eagerly adopted this philosophy. 
They departed again in June to build another home in Mexico.    

It’s difficult to not overschedule, but both Joel and Elizabeth seek 
ways to stay grounded. Joel is a runner and mountain biker and 
can be seen 4 or 5 days a week on the Singletree trails with their 
dog, Jazz. He has completed both an Ironman and the Leadville 
100 run.  Elizabeth looks to hiking, Pure Barre and meditation.  
Joel praises her for her mindfulness, always reminding them all 
to “enjoy the ride.” Chill time is important to this family and it is 
clear they make spending time together a high priority.  

Singletree is the perfect community for this active family. Joel 
and Elizabeth bought their first home in Singletree on June Creek 
about 15 years ago. That house felt a little small after the arrival 
of their third child, so they moved to their current home on 
Palomino about 9 years ago. Ten minute commutes or less, open 
space, trails for running and mountain biking, a great community 
and The Sonnenalp Club. Singletree offers everything they want 
in lifestyle. As Elizabeth remarks, “It is such an awesome place 
to raise kids,” and she and Joel agree they can’t imagine being 
anywhere else. Serendipity indeed.

Get to know your neighbors better by having your family featured in the next 
available issue!  Email me at holly.proctor@n2pub.com 

Photography by Sherri Innis 

Membership Opportunities: Full, Junior Full, Founding Sports and Sports
New restaurant and 10,000 sq. ft. fitness center now open!

www.sonnenalpclub.com
970.477.5375

1265 Berry Creek Road Edwards, CO
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Alice Plain 
Conquers MS From The Vail 

Valley To The Swiss Alps

travel tales

Contributed by Alice Plain, Singletree Resident (Since 1989)

Alice Plain believes in taking on per-
sonal challenges and one year ago she 
decided on a significant one - signing 
up for a ski mountaineering hut trip 
tour in Europe.  This challenge came 
with several looming concerns: the 
glaciers, the exposure and the steep 
grades of the Alps would be both 
mentally and physically challenging.  
There was also a daily ongoing con-
cern that had to be factored in - living 
with MS.

On April 5, 2016, Alice and her 
friend, Ulrica Johannson from 
Eagle-Vail, set out on a five-day 
ski adventure called the Imperial 
Haute Route. This ski tour began in 
Zermatt, Switzerland and ended in 
the Swiss mountain village of Zinal. 
Alice shares the following chronicle 
of her amazing experience.

A Lifelong Dream
When I first started planning the 
trip I didn’t realize that it would take 
place almost 10 years to the day fol-

lowing my diagnosis.  I trained hard 
all winter by skinning up the local 
mountains in the Vail Valley, but I 
knew what I was taking on would be 
a delicate balance between being pre-
pared and overexerting. Over doing it 
and/or stress could tip the MS scale 
against me.  Right up to the start I 
wasn’t sure how it would go, but this 
was a lifelong dream and I was deter-
mined to try.

Our group consisted of six skiers and 
two guides. I decided not to tell any-
one I had MS, because I did not want 
to compromise our tour and possibly 
be given any “special treatment.”  I 
did worry about not being able to feel 
my legs if I got too tired as well as 
dealing with bladder issues caused by 
my MS. In the end, it worked out and 
I achieved something I wasn’t sure 
I could do. The group of six became 
quite close during this difficult, 
challenging adventure and we all 
supported each other throughout the 
five days. 

luxury of the Swiss hut system is 
the caretakers who cook homemade 
meals at the huts as well as serve beer 
and wine.  Our guide mentioned this 
first day was an “easy day”. Turns 
out, the distance we traveled was not 
too far, but the difficulty of the skin 
was harder than I imagined. We were 
cutting across a slope with a steep 
drop to our right for a good couple 
of miles. At this moment, I realized 
this was going to be the type of trip I 
was looking for; I would be out of my 
comfort zone, challenged to a degree I 
had never before experienced. 

During the five day tour we traveled 
several kilometers on skis, experienc-
ing breathtaking views of the Swiss 
Alps, skiing on glaciers, with crevass-
es present throughout the journey. In 
addition to steep, difficult, skinning 
throughout the trip, I was challenged 
by my first winter mountaineering 
experience on the third day.  With 
crampons strapped to my ski boots, 
roped together with two others and 
our guide, we hiked up a steep couloir 
and traversed 300-yards across a 
magnificent knife-edge ridge. It was 
exhilarating and quite a 
personal accomplishment.

The last night I told everyone I had 
MS and they were all was shocked! 
This was a difficult, challenging expe-
rience for everyone in our group and 
their jaws dropped when I shared the 

Third day on the tour. We were skinning up this beautiful valley after skiing some fresh powder. 

Second day on the ski tour from Schonbiel Hut – Matterhorn in the 
background. Beautiful blue sky day all day and spectacular views!

Amazing view from Cab Du Mountet Hut, our second hut. I stayed 
outside all day after we arrived and enjoyed the views. I admired the 
glaciers we navigated through on our ski down. A special place!

We began our hut trip in Zermatt, walking up the 
Bahnhofstrasse, backpacks filled with minimal 
clothing, crampons, shovel, probe, chocolate bars, 
ski crampons, avalanche beacon and harness. We 
rode the gondola up to the Scwartzee restaurant 
on the mountain, where we put on our skis and 
ventured off-piste to start our adventure. 

Out of the Comfort Zone
We spent the first night at The Schonbiel Hut, 
located directly across from the Matterhorn. One 

Andrea (our guide from Cortina, Ulrica, Me, and Tilly). 
This was our group of four who roped together to 
hike up a couloir and then cross the knife edge of 
the ridge. I enjoyed the amazing views—when I was 
not looking at my feet making sure I would not trip 
myself with the crampons strapped to my ski boots. 

The terrain is steep and exciting throughout the 
Swiss Alps and this trip included. 

Fun times on the ski tour, exciting, challenging, and 
beautiful! I was out of my comfort zone and having 
a great time! 

Our final destination was the spectacular Tracuit Hut, perched on the edge of the mountain. Nick Parks (our 
guide-from Mountain Tracks) Tilly, Celeste, me (in back) Ulrica, John, and Andrea (our guide from Cortina, 
Italy). Great finale to our trip! 

Have you recently enjoyed a 
fabulous vacation – a relaxing 
getaway or exhilarating adventure? 
Share your experience with your 
friends and neighbors. Please send an 
email to holly.proctor@n2pub.com.

news. Lots of tears were flowing and 
we celebrated our last night together 
at the Tracuit Hut. We were thankful 
for accomplishing this as a group and 
we all developed a strong relationship 
through this experience. 

Words To Live By
Since I was diagnosed with MS, each 
and every day I think about “what I 
can do today,” which is the philosophy 
I live by. When I was first diagnosed 
10 years ago, I was having trouble 
with my legs, and my goal was simply 
to be able to walk around the block.  
When asked if she has advice for oth-
ers, Alice says, “Set goals higher than 
you think you can achieve and don’t 
let MS rule your life. Simply live life 
in a positive manner.”

By the time this article goes to print, 
Alice will have participated in her 
eighth Bike MS Colorado ride, which 
is slated for June 25 – 26, 2016.  The 
two-day, 150-mile+ ride is the Soci-
ety’s third largest Bike MS ride in the 
nation and annually raises $4 million 
for programs and research that bene-
fits 100,000 people affected by MS in 
Colorado and Wyoming.
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who’s making a difference

Edwards Rotary 
Reaches from C olorado 
t o Kosovo Article Contributed by Pam Beaudin, Singletree Resident

Photos Contributed by Linda Hill, Singletree Resident

I am always excited when given an opportunity to talk about Rotary.  Espe-
cially so when sharing about the Edwards Rotary Club, where I meet with my 
fellow Rotarians during our regular meetings Thursday mornings, 7:45 a.m., at 
Cafe Milano.  

While living in California, I joined Rotary in 2002 to “make a difference.”  I 
thought I had a fair amount of knowledge about Rotary in general, so I immedi-
ately jumped in and participated in a variety of ways and enjoyed every part of 
the commitments I made.  

After moving to Edwards, I was fortunate to join the Edwards Rotary Club as 
a charter member in 2004.  Even after 14 years as a member, I continue to be 
amazed with much to learn, and how things quickly grow through Rotary.  How 
it impacts so many people, on so many different levels, for so many reasons, is 
truly what keeps me involved.   

Within our community, the Edwards Rotary Club has had the honor and plea-
sure of contributing to a number of local financial and participatory requests.  
As an example, we have met many and developed relationships with:  COPA 
Soccer, High School Scholarships, Red Ribbon Week, Healthy Aging, Family 

ing grants.  For example, if The Edwards Rotary Club donates 
$1,000, there is a potential for that money to be matched by 3.5 
times between the District and Rotary International.  Bottom line 
is that, if approved, the end result is turning $1,000 into $3,500!  
That gives each club incentive to work with each other donating 
to the others’ Club causes so matches can be made throughout 
the world!

These large matching opportunities recently happened, and 
continue to happen, within our own Edwards Club.  It was with 
many volunteer hours, facilitated by our own Club member and 
Singletree Resident, Richard Dangler, along with multiple clubs 
across the country and world, where I was given the opportunity 
to join the Voluntary Training Team in Gjakova, Kosovo.

In January this year, I was invited to assist in implementing 
a telemedicine project, which took Rotarian’s dedication and 
persistence to put into place.  Rotary purchased telemedicine kits 
providing live interactive telemedicine to rural areas where des-
perately needed; in our case the rural areas of Gjakova, Kosovo, 
where there is limited healthcare access and few people leave 
their communities to seek medical help.  

Medical staff are now equipped when traveling to the rural 
communities and have the ability to perform tests such as EKGs, 
ultrasounds and hearing tests by way of telecommunications to the 
hospital in Kosovo’s capital, Pristina, then on to Arizona for imme-

diate reading.  This project was 100% organized, with funds raised, 
matched, and contributed by Rotary Clubs working together.

It was an eye opening and educational experience to meet Koso-
vars and fellow Rotarians who were not only appreciative, but 
warm and welcoming to us.

Our current project, also in Gjakova, Kosovo, started by donating 
a much needed mammography machine.  That project has raised 
enough funds (mostly through the power of Rotary’s internal net-
work) to allow us to renovate a war torn building turning it into 
a breast cancer detection center. Excitedly, the ribbon cutting is 
scheduled for July 4, 2016.  

The Edwards Rotary Club is only one of three Clubs in the Valley 
offering great availability if one is interested in Rotary.  Clubs 
and meeting times are available for all types of individual’s work 
schedules and lifestyles. The other clubs are located in Vail and 
Eagle, and meet Wednesdays and Fridays, respectively.  Although 
all Clubs tend to have different dynamics, it is great to have the 
ability to work together and tap into the variety of talented re-
sources throughout the world.

For more information please visit vailvalleyrotary.com.

Are you passionate about a cause or purpose? Do you know someone in 
your community who is deeply involved in a particular organization? Please 
email holly.proctor@n2pub.com to recognize the people who are making a 
difference with their valuable contributions. 

Sally Corcoran, Linda Hill, Julia Pinho, Exchange Student, as the Duck and friend, Linda Lomax and Bobbie Ruh (Singletree Resident) at the Annual Vail Rotary Duck Race

Vail Valley Rotary Clubs and the Rotary International Youth Exchange 
Program – Valentina Molina, student from Chile; Julia Pinho, student 
from Brazil who was hosted by the Burnett Family (Lauren, Greg and 
Ainsley), Singletree Residents

Learning Center, Street Survival, Foresight Skiing, 
3rd Grade Dictionaries, Starting Hearts for AED 
placement, and many more.

Without the community contributing to our efforts, 
we would not have the ability to participate in 
Rotary’s phenomenal opportunity to make dollars 
grow with the help of the Foundation.  With certain 
criteria being met, local Clubs can apply for match-

Supporting COPA Soccer, Reggie O’Brien and Pam Beaudin (Singletree Resident)
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Alida Zwaan
CRS, Broker Associate
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES
COLORADO PROPERTIES

511 E Lionshead Circle, Vail, Colorado

cell: 970.471.0291
www.VailRealEstateColo.com
alidaZ@vail.net

ALIDA ZWAAN HAS SOLD OVER
200 HOMES IN SINGLETREE ...
SIMPLY STATED, SHE KNOWS THIS
MARKET BETTER THAN ANYONE!

home of the month 

581 Winslow

Views!  Views!  Views!
Would you like to have your home featured in an upcoming issue or 
would you like to nominate one of your neighbors? Please send an email 
to holly.proctor@n2pub.com and let me know about it!Contributed by Alida Zwaan, Singletree Resident

Surround yourself with the breathtaking backdrop of snow-
capped mountains and spectacular sunsets in this well designed 
contemporary home.  Impeccably cared for, this inviting resi-
dence enjoys a gourmet kitchen opening into the dining area, 
great room, and outdoor patio perfect for entertaining and 
relaxing.  Other highlights include incredible views from the gen-
erous master suite, which offers a spectacular walk-in closet and 
separate office. Additionally, the spacious well lit laundry room, 
oversized garage and extra storage make this home a must see! 
Priced at $1,195,000.

Bill MacFarlane, Joe Peplinski, Linda Hill (Singletree Resident), Fraser Horn, Jeff Koch (Singletree Resident) 
participate in the Eco Trails Clean Up

Richard Dangler (Singletree Resident) conveys ownership of the 
telemedicine kit to the hospital in Kosovo

Telemedicine kits perform tests such as EKG’s, 
ultrasounds and hearing tests by way 
of telecommunications

Vail Valley Rotary Clubs joining the Highway Clean Up effort (Linda Hill 
and Chip Howard, Singletree Residents)

Vail Valley Rotary Clubs helping Habitat for 
Humanity (Gregg Cohen, Jill Lammers and Linda Hill, 
Singletree Residents)

Vail Valley Rotary Clubs delivering dictionaries to every 3rd grader in Eagle County; here shown at St. Clare of Assisi with teacher Karen Werner and Rotarians Amy Gosha and Linda Hill
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sponsor spotlight

SHADEY DEALS

CAPTURING THE SPIRIT OF THE 
ROCKY MOUNTAINS SINCE 1991 

We, Jay Townsend and Jan Rosenthal Townsend, are the original 
owner/operators of Shadey Deals - Window Treatment Spe-
cialists and Alpine Ambiance - Custom Interiors Gallery. Our 
original gift/decorating store is located at Riverwalk in Edwards 
(across from the theater) and we just celebrated our 21st anniver-
sary in that location June 19th!

In 1999, we opened a 2nd location in Downtown Eagle. That store 
is mainly eclectic gifts and garden goodies, set in a 1912 historic, 
renovated house.
 
From the inception of our business 25 years ago, we have 
always prided ourselves on competitive prices, exemplary cus-
tomer service, extraordinary attention-to-detail and we love to 
help our assorted clients in the comfort of your home, wherein 
we provide "a look" just for you, based on your taste, needs and 
budgetary requirements.
 

After 25 years serving the Vail Valley and building 
a sterling reputation, we are still the company for 
custom window coverings, offering Hunter Douglas 
blinds, shades and shutters, complete with mea-
suring, expert installation and repairs, all done by 
us, not an outside subcontractor. We also offer an 
array of luxurious fabrics and the design/fabrica-
tion of custom draperies, valances, bedding, pillows 
and reupholstery.
 
In addition, we offer a most unusual array of home 
furnishings, decorative accessories, lighting, art, 
one-of-a-kind gift items, ladies apparel (including 
scarves, capes, shawls, faux fur/leather, etc.) and 
we also have a beautiful selection of unusual jewel-
ry. Three years ago, we added Phantom retractable 
screen doors and quality consignments to our mix!
 
We truly look forward to helping our past clients 
and meeting new ones! Call us at 970-926-2888 
for a complimentary, in-home consultation and 
estimate. Or, email us at decor4u@aol.com. And, 
like us (Alpine Ambiance) on Facebook!

ALPINE AMBIANCE&

first n2 b2b

S i n g l e t r e e ,  E a g l e  R a n c h  A n d  C o r d i l l e r a 

Sponsors of N2 
Magazines Get 

Together for 
“Business To Business” 

Networking Event
On May 10, N2 Publishing hosted the 
first of its Business To Business Net-
working events at the Colorado Pool 
+ Spa Scapes showroom. Attendees 
included our partners from each of 
the N2 publications in the Vail Valley, 
Inside Singletree, The Life! in Eagle 
Ranch, and Cordillera Spirit. Every-
one enjoyed a light lunch while get-
ting to know fellow business sponsors 
in each of our neighborhoods. This 
is a great way to expand your busi-
ness network and we look forward 
to seeing more of our partners at our 
next B2B.  

Capturing your warm feelings of that special day, 
making every photo come to life, forever.

OlgaBarronPhotography.com
(970) 445-0750

Front Row: Jennie LaFleur, Colorado Pool + Spa Scapes; Patricia Esperon, Vail Valley Vacuums; Ann Schimmel,  Cordillera Spirit; Dr. Shelly Raichart, Eagle River Dentistry. Back Row: Holly 
Proctor, Inside Singletree; Paula Busk, Colorado Pool + Spa Scapes; Annette Anderson, Vail Electronics / Meridian Intermountain Fire; Kim Bradley, Slifer, Smith & Frampton; Laci Kirkman, 
Fresh & Folded Vail; Jean Mitchell, Engel & Volkers; Ron Hiner, Ron Hiner Photography; Jill Smirl, The Life! in Eagle Ranch
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Do you have a pet and would like to share his/her story? Please email 
holly.proctor@n2pub.com to feature your precious pet in the next available 
issue! Dogs, cats, horses, fish and any other type of animals are welcome!

precious pets

IS LUCKY NUMBER 7!

BARKLEY 
JAMAR 

Contributed by Bob Jamar and Barkley, Singletree Resident and Pet

Providing boutique real estate services with global reach.
We are pet friendly too!

RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY

RE/MAX VAIL VALLEY
56 Edwards Village Blvd, Suite 214, Edwards, CO 81632

Cynthia Kruse

O; 970.766.7355

C; 970.376.3673

cynthiakruse@remax.net

As an endearing and energetic 5-month-old standard poodle, 
Barkley is the 7th in a history of standard poodles to be raised 
by Bob Jamar. When asked why Bob has always chosen stan-
dard poodles as his household companion, Bob explains, “They 
are very smart, they have a very good temperament and seem to 
understand your moods. Poodles love to hike and swim and camp 
and they don’t shed. They are just wonderful companions and 
simply become part of the family.”

Over the course of his 85 years, Bob has raised seven poodles, 
often owning two at a time. The name Barkley follows in the tra-
dition of “B”… Barney, Bailey, Bentley, and now Barkley. 

Bob’s very close friend, Annie Whalen, was the driving force 
behind finding Barkley. After 2 years of researching breeders, 
Annie found Barkley in Palm Beach – finally the right breeder, the 
right color and sex, and the perfect time of year! Bob journeyed 
to Florida to bring Barkley back to Singletree and remarked that 
Barkley surprisingly never once barked or whined during his 3 
hour flight or 2 hour drive home. 

trips to Happy Tails, 
where Master Groom-
er Chad grooms and 
pampers Barkley much 
to his delight. 

Bob and Barkley have 
settled in to a comfort-
able routine of having 
a chat on the couch or 
the outdoors swing for 
about 15-20 minutes 
after breakfast before 
their walk. The day goes 
on with lots of naps as 
young dogs require lots 
of sleep; otherwise it 

shows up in their poor behavior when they are worn out from too 
much activity or excitement. 

Next on the agenda is learning to swim. Barclay loves splashing 
in the stream and trying to eat the bubbles. As soon as it is warm 
enough, Bob and Barclay will enjoy visits to Sylvan Lake where 
Barclay will learn to swim, a natural skill for poodles. 

Barkley is indeed living a lucky life as Number 7. If all goes as 
planned, Bob will bring home another puppy next year as a new 
companion for both Barkley and Bob… keep your eye open for the 
arrival of Bradley!

Bob chuckles when sharing the fact that raising a puppy at this 
time in life is a bit more stringent than he had recalled. In the 
past, Bob has typically always had an older dog to teach a puppy 
a few things, but nonetheless, Barclay has mastered “sit,” “stay,” 
“down,” “shake” and “come” – well, most of the time. Next on the 
training agenda is learning the names of his toys. Research has 
shown that dogs can learn up to 1,023 words; Barkley is starting 
with Chew and Bear and soon will move on to Monkey.

Of course, every puppy has its share of bad habits and Barkley is 
no exception. As Bob describes it, “Barkley will run around like a 
Madhatter because he wants to.” He occasionally barks when he 
knows he should not. Barkley is now attending socializing classes 
at Walkin’ the Dog that has helped him overcome his fear of other 
dogs in just three sessions.  Barkley also looks forward to his 
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GETTING TO KNOW  
MELISSA NELSON

M e e t  Y o u r 
B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 

Contributed by Melissa Nelson, Singletree Resident

The Singletree Property Owners Association is fortunate to en-
joy great leadership at the hands of Melissa Nelson. Here Melissa 
takes a few moments to share her background, her perspective on 
her role with SPOA as well as a bit of her personal side.

Where are you from originally and how long have you 
lived in Colorado?  I grew up in Shaker Heights, Ohio.  Went 
to college in Connecticut, France and Illinois.  Lived and worked 
in Chicago, Denver and France.  Bought my first home in Eagle 
Country at the Vail Racquet Club in 1981 and spent time there 
when not travelling on business.

Please tell us about the members of your family (hus-
band, children and pets).  I married my husband Kurt Nelson 
in August of 2013 in our backyard in Singletree.  His daughter, 
Kerri, was my maid of honor and his son, Matt, was best man.  I 
also have a 103-year-old mother waiting to move to the new Cas-
tle Peak Senior Care Community in Eagle from Grand Junction 
this fall.  We have two rescue dogs, Fred and Georgie.

How long have you lived in Singletree and what drove 
your decision to move to the neighborhood?  I moved to 
Singletree in 2007 when I was hired as Executive Director of the 
Eagle River Watershed Council headquartered then in Avon.  I 
liked the friendliness and openness of Singletree with the green 
space provided by the golf course and the magnificent views 
provided by the sunny south facing exposure. I bought half of a 
duplex on Filly Drive. 

What do you enjoy most about living here now?  Our new 
home on Winslow Road backs to USFS land.  We walk out the 
back door in the mornings with our dogs and head up into beauti-

ful terrain with incredible vistas.  Singletree is a small communi-
ty in many ways and we always see friends outdoors enjoying this 
beautiful place as well.

When did you join the Board of SPOA and what inspired 
you to get involved in your community at the Board level?  
I joined SPOA in 2012 to fill a vacancy for one year.  The follow-
ing year I ran for a position on the then nine person Board.  I have 
always believed that we all owe community service on some level.  
I also believe that you can’t complain about something unless you 
are willing to participate in the creation of a solution.  Being on 
the SPOA Board was a huge education for me as well as an oppor-
tunity to participate in some constructive changes.

How do you view your role as President?  A lot of work!  
As the backup or the sounding board to the Community Manager 
in many things, I hear about everything from business to resi-
dents’ intrapersonal issues.  This year we hired a new community 
manager, a difficult but ultimately rewarding process.  All Board 
members also head committees which require additional time.  
I am responsible for all the communications to residents, trail 
restoration and development and the design review committee.  
Luckily these committees have strong leaders which leaves me 
with oversight – and gratitude.  Ralph Merritt and Ralph Dockery 
share the thankless tasks of the Legal and Compliance Committee 
and Jennie Longville-May heads our new and expanding Social 
Committee.  Mike Budd, newly elected to SPOA for the second 
time, provides community memory and is heading an effort to 
develop and expand our committees.

What are the greatest challenges you face in the role of 
president?  Our current challenge is the communication of our 
rules and regulations to residents who might not be in compli-
ance.  This underlies the primary challenge of protecting and 
enhancing all of our property values and making Singletree one of 
the premier places to live in Eagle County.

What provides the greatest satisfaction in the role?  I am 
proud of the many improvements our Board has made! We have 

Your SPOA Board: Jennie Longville-May, Ralph Merritt, Melissa Nelson and Ralph Dockery Melissa Nelson adventuring in the Grand Canyon

RAQUEL
Rocks Up With People

Do you know a young adult who excels in athletics, academics, 
performing arts, creative arts, community involvement or any other area 
of personal interest? Please send an email to holly.proctor@n2pub.com to 
nominate a super star to share their story. 

Contributed by Raquel Walder, Singletree Resident

young achiever

Throughout high school, I knew I was passionate about music, 
connecting with others, learning about cultures, travelling, and 
helping those who needed it most. Because of this, I decided to 
take a path that some people may think of as crazy. I decided that 
instead of going to senior prom and walking down an aisle to take 
my diploma with my graduating class, I would take extra classes 
so that I would be able to graduate 6 months early. 

After months of hard work, filling out 15 college applications, and 
taking far too many standardized tests, I was able to acquire what 
I needed to finish high school a semester early. This process, 
though quite difficult, was 100% worth it. I decided to graduate 
early in order to travel with a non-profit organization called Up 
with People. Up with People is an international service, educa-
tional, and performance non-profit organization. 

We are a group of 100 motivated young people from 20 different 
countries who travel the world with the hopes of one day making 
it a better place. We travel to new cities every week doing com-
munity service work and at the end of each week we perform a 
show about cultural acceptance and global unity. We aim to share 
our cultures and viewpoints while also learning about others. 

This past 6 months has taught me so much about myself and the 
world around me. I have learned to connect with people who 

appear to be completely different than me, I have learned to take 
leadership and responsibility, and I have made amazing friends 
from all around the world. Though I came to Up with People be-
cause of my love for performance and service, I have discovered 
new passions that I hope to explore in college in the fall. 

This next semester, I will be attending the University of South-
ern California to study theatre and hopefully communications 
and journalism as well. I have learned that there are so many 
opportunities available if you are passionate enough to work for 
what you want. I do not know exactly what I will be doing in 5 
or 10 years but I find that extremely exciting. I hope to use my 
passions and talents to one day make the world a little better 
and hopefully inspire others to do the same. 

Raquel wows the audience in Bermuda

Raquel and friends at Teotihuacán in Mexico

Fun garage door art in South Dakota 

Raquel and Up With People troupe entertaining in Helsingborg, Sweden



Inside Singletree  •  July 2016 July 2016  •  Inside Singletree24 25

local events 

July

If you are aware of any events that may be of interest to your Singletree 
neighbors, please e-mail the details to me at holly.proctor@n2pub.com to 
include in future Local Events. 

Friday, July 1, 2016 
Riverwalk First Fridays: The Burroughs
Where:  The Backyard (on river side of Opal Building) / 
Riverwalk at Edwards
When: Gates will open at 5:00 p.m. and music starts at 6:00 p.m. 
For more information: www.riverwalkfirstfridays.com

Sunday, July 3, 2016 
Salute to the USA
Where:  Nottingham Park, Avon 
When: 5:00 p.m.
For more information: www.avon.org

Monday, July 4, 2016 
Vail America Days: 4th of July Celebration
Where:  Vail 
When: Parade at 10:00 a.m., Patriotic Concert at 2:00 p.m., and Fire-
works at dusk
For more information: www.vailamericadays.com

Friday, July 8 – Saturday, July 16, 2016 
The Philadelphia Orchestra at Bravo! Vail
Where:  Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater
When: Check Bravo! Vail Schedule for specific performances
For more information: 877.812.5700 or www.bravovail.org  

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 
Turntable Revue Duo at Music in the Park
Where:  Singletree Pavilion
When: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
For more information: Contact the Community Manager 
at 970-926-2611

Friday, July 22 – Friday, July 29, 2016 
New York Philharmonic at Bravo! Vail
Where:  Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater
When: Check Bravo! Vail Schedule for specific performances
For more information: 877.812.5700 or www.bravovail.org  

Weekly Events

Every Saturday in July 
Vail Family Fun Fest 
Where:  Lionshead
When: 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
For more information: 970-328-5855 or www.vailfamilyfunfest.com

Every Tuesday in July 
Crazy Mountain Brewery’s Hot Summer Nights Concert Series 
Where:  Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater
When: 5:30 p.m. 
For more information: 970-777-2015 or www.vvf.org

Every Saturday in July 
Edwards Corner Farmers Market 
Where: Edwards Corner (across from Riverwalk), 56 Edwards Village 
Blvd, Edwards, CO  
When: 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
For more information: 970-926-6226 
or www.edwardsfarmersmarket.com 

reduced the Board to five members, allowing for quicker action 
– and shorter Board meetings.  We have hired a new Community 
Manager and refreshed the DRC which had several members with 
nearly 20 years each in tenure.  We have supported the devel-
opment of new trails and the maintenance of existing ones.  We 
have commenced joint meetings with our Metro District which 
allows for more coordinated action, such as the expansion of the 
Community Center.  We have completed a community survey, 
expanded our social events and are about to provide Singletree’s 
first (opt in) directory of residents.

What would you like to achieve during your term as 
President of SPOA?  Still greater connection among residents 
and neighbors.  Getting to know each other helps everyone solve 
problems and enhances enjoyment of life in Singletree.

Beyond SPOA, what other non-profit organizations have 
you been involved in and in what capacity?  I am presently 
Secretary of our newly created Vail Valley Art Guild.  We have 
nearly 180 photographers and artists as members, run the Art 
of the Valley Gallery in Avon’s Chapel Square and have a Sum-
mer Art Institute we are sponsoring with other art venues in the 
valley.  I serve on the capital committee for the nearly completed 
Castle Peak Senior Care Community in Eagle and am a member of 
the County’s EcoTrails Committee.

When you are not participating in these organizations, 
what other interests and activities do you enjoy?  Like just 
about everyone else I am a skier (former Beaver Creek instruc-
tor), biker, hiker, snowshoer, (horse) rider, and general outdoors 
person.  I have recently started to paint and am loving my paint-
ing group as well as showing in our gallery – and even selling a 
few pieces!

What has been your favorite vacation?  All of them!  Just 
back from hiking and camping in Havasu and leaving to hike around 
Mt. Blanc in July with an apres stop in Paris and Normandy.

What is your favorite book? Loved Cutting for Stone (Abra-
ham Verghese) and Ivan Doig’s The Whistling Season

What would you like to be doing 10 years from now?  Ev-
erything I’m doing now and then some!

P L A N  T O  J O I N  U S !
SINGLETREE’S SUMMER PARTY
Saturday, August 27
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Don’t let this happen to your home!

Top Notch Logworks can install preservatives to help prevent log rot.
Call 970-524-7323

4722 Hwy 6, Gypsum CO 81637
970-524-7323 (office)

 www.topnotch-logworks.com | www.topnotch-painting.com 
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Free Estimates ~ We Come to You! ~ Exceptional Service since 1991
*Home Accents *Custom Furniture *Gifts, Apparel & Jewelry

Hunter Douglas

-Showroom- 
Alpine Ambiance

at Riverwalk/Edwards

970.926.2888
decor4u@aol.com

www.alpineambiance.com

Hunter Douglas

Jay & Jan -- Owners

970.926.2888
decor4u@aol.com

www.alpineambiance.com

-Showroom- 
Alpine Ambiance

at Riverwalk/Edwards

SUMMER SAVINGS!
20% off all blinds,
drapes & valances

 with this ad - exp 8/1/16
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B U I L D  +  M A I N TA I N  +  S U P P LY

CHEMICAL STORAGE SAFETY
Pool and spa chemicals are needed 
to keep the water clean, sanitized, 
and comfortable to use.
Here are some tips to store and 
handle these chemicals:
1.    Read labels and follow use 
       instructions.
2.    Store chemicals away from fertilizers 
       and flammable items.
3.    Store chemicals in a dry, 
       well-ventilated area.
4.    Do not re-use containers.
5.    Never mix chemicals together.
6.    Wash hands after use.
7.    Keep out of reach of children.

SUMMER STOCK
UP SALE

20% OFF POOL + SPA CHEMICALS
PREMIUM BIOGUARD SANITIZERS, 

BALANCERS, ENHANCERS, & CLEANERS
FREE DIGITAL WATER TESTING (IN-STORE)

SingletreeINS IDE

Personal Service with Professional Style

970-904-1959
Patrick@hoeftbui lderswest .com

CUSTOM HOMES   CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT   TENANT FINISHES   REMODELS   ADDITIONS


